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Editor’s comments:   
 
I recognise that I have a regrettable tendency to feel obliged to point out the shortcomings of 
situations.  On the rare occasions we have moved house my wife has forbidden me from conducting 
potential purchasers around for fear that I shall happily draw their attention to all the defects.  
Nevertheless I feel obliged to say a few introductory words about this report. 
 
Alnwick Wildlife Group is not a professional consultancy and inevitably the scope of our research is 
limited by the expertise we have available or can easily call upon.  In this and the two previous 
reports on Ford Moss the groups of organisms we have been able to cover has not always been the 
same.  For the first two reports AWG was led by Roger Manning and the amount of time he was 
able to give to visiting the Moss did mean that, particularly in 2008, there were sections of the report 
covering groups such as Fungi, Dragonflies, Amphibians and Reptiles which we have been unable 
to replicate this year. On the other hand, in 2008 there was no section on Moths, while in 2003 and 
this year our moth coverage has been extensive.   
 
Despite these differences in coverage we feel that the three reports taken together are now 
beginning to build up a picture of the Moss and its living inhabitants and to some degree a glimpse 
of change over time as the effects of the management regime are starting to have an effect. 
 
In addition to the time and effort given by AWG members, who are named at the start of the relevant 
sections, particular mention and thanks are due to Veronica and John Carnell who took over the 
small mammal research from Don Griss who had contributed to the two earlier reports. Also to the 
non-AWG members, Tom Grist, Colin Platt and Gillie & Tony Stapleton, who were part of the birding 
group which visited the Moss on several occasions during the year and added significantly to the 
range of sightings we have been able to report.  I do hope that anyone who contributed to our 
records but whose name has been inadvertently missed from this report will forgive me 
 
Richard Poppleton 

 

FORD MOSS 2015 

Introduction 
 
In 2003 and again in 2008 Alnwick Wildlife Group was invited by Lord James Joicey to undertake 
surveys of the wildlife of Ford Moss.  There are some groups of organisms for which we would claim 
a good level of knowledge – specifically Birds, Moths & Butterflies and Vascular Plants.  One of our 
members is developing skills with Lichens and has been able to spend several visits identifying 
those organisms. 
 
We have also been able to call on the expertise of Veronica Carnell from The Northumbria Mammal 
Group to undertake trapping and recording the small mammal population of the site. Recording of all 
other groups of organisms has necessarily been limited to casual sightings. 
 
In 2003 work was just underway to tackle the state of the Moss which had been gradually drying out 
for many years because of a combination of the drainage ditches that had historically been installed 
and a tendency for the climate in this area in the eastern rain shadow of the Cheviot Hills to be less 
wet than in the past.  Ditches were blocked by plastic dams and efforts were made to deal with the 
encroaching birch and pine scrub that was spreading from the wooded areas on the south side of 
the Moss. 
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By 2008 the damming work, particularly on the main drain along the north side of the Moss, had 
created a wet area, virtually a small shallow lake, immediately to the west of the Engine House.  As 
was mentioned in the 2008 report, that very wet summer had made access on to the main Moss 
hazardous so that little could be said about the extent of the re-wetting efforts on the Moss 
vegetation. 
 
2015 in north east England has been dry and by late summer the pond had lost almost all of its 
water, although that didn’t stop the extreme north eastern corner of the site being very boggy.  The 
main Moss was almost disappointingly easy to access and to move around on, suggesting either 
that the re-wetting process has made less progress than might have been expected or that the dry 
year has temporarily reduced the water level. 
 
Theoretically, to maintain a five-year cycle of reports, 2013 would have been the year of the next 
survey effort, but in fact there has been a seven year gap.  Given that changes to the wildlife of an 
area tend to be slow, this extended period is most unlikely to have any effect on the value of this 
new set of data. 
 
There have been some physical changes to the site since 2008.  Most particularly a new fence has 
been created around the Moss so that the public access circular path is fenced off from the 
potentially hazardous drains and central bog.  In addition the increasingly dangerous state of the 
Engine House has required a fence to prevent both people and stock from wandering in.  Neither of 
these things is likely to have had any effect on any aspect of the wildlife. 
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BOTANY SECTION 

Botanical survey work has been carried out principally by Jim Clark, Gill Sanders and Richard 
Poppleton with casual records submitted by other AWG members. 
 
Over the three survey years a total of 276 species of ferns and flowering plants have been recorded. 
For a comparatively small site this is an impressive total.  The number of records for each year 
inevitably has varied with the frequency of the recording visits and the expertise of those involved.  
In fact there are comments in the data analysis below which might throw some doubt on a very 
small number of identifications in 2003 and 2008. 
 
There has also been the clarity of the definition of what constitutes Ford Moss from a recording point 
of view.  In 2003 our interpretation of the boundary was rather more precise than in 2008 and 2015, 
by which time it had become clear that Lord Joicey was not concerned with very rigid interpretations 
of what was in and what was just out of the site. 
 
The format of display of our records this year has changed.  No longer have we thought that 
subdividing the reserve into five separate recording zones contributed much to the interpretation of 
the results and it did add considerably to the complexity of the data display.  As a result we have 
simply shown the whole species list alongside the lists for 2003 and 2008.   
 
Botanically it is very convenient that the whole area of Ford Moss falls within a single Tetrad (2km x 
2km) map square.  This is defined as Tetrad NU93T in the BSBI system.  It means that in addition to 
the results being of interest and value to AWG and to Ford and Etal, they can make a good 
contribution to the developing on-line Flora of North Northumberland. 
 
So the question arises, “have we started to see any sign of changes to the flora of Ford Moss that 
might be indicative of the effects of the management regime over the last twelve years”.  The 
analysis that follows tries to address that question. 
 
Data Analysis 
 
Doubtful species 
 
There are five species in the list about which there must be some questions. Taking these in 
alphabetical order: 
 

 Bromus lepidus Slender Soft-brome is a grass for which there are only four records in 
Northumberland, two in 1958 and the most recent in 1993 and 1996 at Bamburgh and 
Goswick respectively.  Although this was recorded for Ford Moss in both 2003 and 2008 
there must be question marks about whether the plants seen were in fact Bromus 
hordeaceus Soft-brome.  As no specimens of Bromus were found in 2015 it was not possible 
to check the accuracy of the earlier records. 

 Carex distans Distant Sedge is a coastal specialist found within the salt spray zone and in 
brackish marshes, with only two records in the 20th century for North Northumberland.  Again, 
although recorded at Ford Moss in both 2003 and 2008, there must be considerable doubt 
about these records. 

 Carex lasiocarpa Slender Sedge has only a single recorded site in North Northumberland, at 
Newham Fen.  It is not impossible that it should be at Ford Moss, but specimens would have 
to be re-found and re-checked for the records to be considered safe. 

 Dryopteris x deweveri is a hybrid fern – the cross between D. carthusiana Narrow Buckler 
Fern and D. dilitata Broad Buckler Fern, both of which are certainly at Ford Moss.  Identifying 
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hybrids is a specialist business and it is unclear who made the identification in 2008.  
Without further confirmation it would be unwise to assume that this is correct. 

 Lithospermum officinale Common Gromwell is recorded as being presumed extinct in 
Northumberland.  The most recent record was from the Farnes in 1938.  Its presence at Ford 
Moss seems very unlikely, not least because one could imagine it appearing as a bird seed 
alien in a rural garden, but not really at this site where the only bird feeding will be for the 
pheasants in the adjoining woodland; pheasant feed is not noted for its unusual alien seeds. 

 
Surprising omissions in 2003 
 
The species recorded in 2003 show a number of surprising omissions, such as Fraxinus excelsior 
Ash and Festuca rubra Red Fescue.  The causes are probably a combination of differences in 
assumptions about where the recording boundaries lay and the fact that those carrying out the plant 
surveys had no previous experience of Ford Moss and were not always as expert as one might 
have hoped.  As with all survey lists, the absence of a record should not be taken to mean that the 
species wasn’t there, but simply that it wasn’t found or identified. 
 
Crop weeds 
 
The field along the north side boundary has been used regularly for crops during the twelve years. 
Often crop fields have their own distinct flora of weeds.  It used to be the case that the crop itself 
harboured many weed species, but arable seeds and the management of their growth has tended in 
recent years to have almost eliminated in-crop weeds.  Round the margins, however, there are often 
interesting weeds which can prove to be rather ephemeral.  Many are annuals or biennials and 
there is no guarantee that a species found, perhaps in abundance, in one year will necessarily still 
be around five years later. 
 
But sometimes crop weeds do persist and it has been good to see that Amsinckia micrantha 
Common Fiddleneck, which used to be “very localised and occasional” in North Northumberland, 
has been present in each of the three survey years.  2003 was the best year with plants in the area 
of the notice board near the chimney as well as in profusion along the northern crop field margin, 
but it was still present in smaller numbers in 2015. 
 
Less regular have been the sightings of, for example, Anchusa arvensis Bugloss, Avena fatua Wild 
Oat, Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed, Sherardia arvensis Field Madder, Veronica persica 
Common Field Speedwell.  They are good species to find but little significance should be given to 
whether they are present or absent in any particular year. 
 
Time of Year 
 
There are certain species that come into prominence very early in the year and if no survey work is 
begun until later in the spring they may well already be over and submerged in taller vegetation and 
so be missed.  Galanthus nivalis Snowdrop and Narcissus sp. Daffodil are cases in point.  Similarly, 
species such as Succisa pratensis Devil’s-bit Scabious, show the opposite growth pattern and are 
not too easily spotted until quite late in the summer and in the autumn. 
 
The issue of the spoil heaps at the western end of the site is interesting.  Since the surveys began 
these have become considerably more overgrown with Ulex europaeus Gorse.  So some of the dry 
bare-ground specialists like Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort, Thymus polytrichus Wild 
Thyme and Vulpia bromoides Squirreltail Fescue need to be found earlier in the year when the 
gorse issue is not compounded by other ground flora growing and hiding the smaller plants. 
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Evidence of the effects of re-wetting of the site 
 
Comments have already been made in the introduction to this report about the great variation in the 
state of the Moss depending on whether it has been a wet or a dry year.  Nevertheless it might well 
have been hoped that after twelve years of damming the drains and encouraging a rise in the water 
table, some distinct signs of vegetation change would have been seen at least in the central bog.  
The reality is rather disappointing.  Those plants that are so characteristic of Northumbrian bogs, 
such as the two Cotton Grasses Eriophorum angustifolium and E. vaginatum  and Vaccinium 
oxycoccus  Cranberry seem no more plentiful than they were in 2003.  Very disappointingly, and 
despite considerable searching, not only had Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved Sundew not 
increased but we couldn’t find any at all in 2015.  There was still no sign of Pinguicula vulgaris 
Common Butterwort and although we found plenty of species of Carex Sedge, the bog just doesn’t 
have the richness of sedge vegetation that one would certainly look for in a healthy wet bog with a 
good regular high water table. 
 
On the other hand the main drain and its associated pools and squelchy areas have begun to 
encourage some different species.  At the north eastern outflow end were plants of Ranunculus 
sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup and Lythrum portula Water-purslane.  Neither of these is 
common and they require the conditions that the permanently wet conditions provide.  Similarly 
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water Starwort, Stellaria alsine Bog Stitchwort and Cardamine amara 
Large Bitter-cress, were all found in 2015 for the first time and all like wet muddy habitats. 
 
One final observation is of interest in relation to the effects of re-wetting of the Moss.  As you 
attempt to approach the main pond from the south side you encounter much wetter ground with 
many small boggy pools.  In these conditions you expect to find the bog-moss Sphagnum 
cuspidatum Feathery Bog-moss (often colloquially known as ‘Dead Cat Moss’ because its 
submerged leaves look like the matted coat of a long-dead cat in the water) as the dominant semi-
aquatic species at least round the edges of the pools.  In fact, on a visit in June a quite different 
moss was present in large quantities along with the bog-moss, almost filling the shallow water in 
some pools.  This was Warnstorfia fluitans Floating Hook-moss (illustrated below).  It is typical of 
nutrient-poor, rather acidic, still water, especially in pools fed by rainwater in the uplands. 
 
Our survey this year lacked the expertise to carry out any proper identification of Bryophytes, so the 
previous paragraph is the only reference in this report to mosses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Warnstorfia fluitans 
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  Amsinckia micrantha         Vulpia bromoides 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Lythrum portula         Ranunculus sceleratus 
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FORD MOSS PLANT RECORDS 
   The 5 species marked in red carry question marks about their correct identification 

 

  

2003 2008 2015 

     Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore 
 

 

Achillea millefolium Yarrow   

Achillea ptarmica Sneezewort   

Agrostis canina Velvet Bent 

 Agrostis capillaris Common Bent   

Agrostis gigantea Black Bent 

 Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent 
 

 

Ajuga reptans Bugle  

Alopecurus geniculatus Marsh Foxtail   

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail  

Amsinckia micrantha Common Fiddleneck   

Anchusa arvensis Bugloss 
  



Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone  

Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica   

Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome    

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal Grass   

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley   

Aphanes arvensis Parsley-piert 
  



Arctium minus Lesser Burdock   

Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort 
  



Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass 
 

 

Avena fatua Wild Oat 

 Avena sativa Cultivated Oat 
 

 

Bellis perennis Daisy   

Betula pendula Silver Birch   

Betula pubescens Downy Birch   

Blechnum spicant Hard Fern   

Briza media Quaking Grass   

Bromus lepidus Slender Soft Brome  

Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-Starwort 
  



Calluna vulgaris Ling   

Campanula rotundifolia Harebell   

Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's Purse   

Cardamine amara Large Bitter-cress 
  



Cardamine pratensis Lady's Smock   

Carduus crispus Welted Thistle   

Carex binervis Green-ribbed Sedge 
  



Carex canescens White Sedge   

Carex caryophyllea Spring Sedge 
  



Carex demissa Common Yellow-sedge 
  



Carex distans Distant Sedge  

Carex echinata Star Sedge   
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Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge 
 

 

Carex lasiocarpa Slender Sedge  

Carex lepidocarpa Long-stalked Yellow-sedge 
  



Carex leporina Oval Sedge 
 



Carex nigra Common Sedge   

Carex panicea Carnation Sedge   

Carex rostrata Bottle Sedge   

Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed   

Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear   

Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear 
 



Ceratocapnos claviculata Climbing Corydalis   

Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb   

Chelidonium majus Greater Celandine 
  



Chenopodium album Fat Hen 

 


Chenopodium bonus-henricus Good King Henry  

Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's Nightshade 
 



Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle   

Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle   

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle   

Conium maculatum Hemlock  

Conopodium majus Pignut   

Corylus avellana Hazel 
  



Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn   

Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawsbeard  

Cruciata laevipes Crosswort   

Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dogstail   

Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot   

Dactylorhiza maculata Heath Spotted Orchid  

Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair Grass   

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair Grass   

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove   

Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved Sundew  

Dryopteris boreri Borrer's Scaly Male Fern 
  



Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler Fern   

Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler Fern   

Dryopteris filix-mas Male Fern   

Dryopteris x deweveri Broad x Narrow Buckler Fern 
 



Elytrigia repens Common Couch Grass   

Empetrum nigrum Crowberry 
 



Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb   

Epilobium obscurum Short-fruited Willowherb 
  



Epilobium palustre Marsh Willowherb   

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail   

Equisetum fluviatile Water Horsetail   

Erica cinerea Bell Heather   

Erica tetralix Cross-leaved Heath   
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Eriophorum angustifolium Common Cotton-grass   

Eriophorum vaginatum Harestail Cotton-grass   

Erophila verna Common Whitlow-grass 
 



Euphrasia arctica ssp borealis Eyebright 
  



Euphrasia sp. Eyebright  

Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed 
  



Festuca ovina Sheep's Fescue   

Festuca rubra Red Fescue 


 

Filago vulgaris Common Cudweed 
 

 

Filipendula ulmeria Meadowsweet   

Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry   

Fragaria x ananassa Garden Strawberry 
 



Fraxinus excelsior Ash 
 

 

Galanthus nivalis Snowdrop 
 



Galeopsis bifida Bifid Hemp-nettle 
  



Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle   

Galium album Hedge Bedstraw 
 



Galium aparine Cleavers   

Galium palustre Marsh Bedstraw   

Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw   

Galium uliginosum Fen Bedstraw   

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw   

Geranium molle Dove's-foot Cranesbill 
  



Geranium robertianum Herb Robert 
 

 

Geum rivale Water Avens 
 

 

Geum urbanum Wood Avens 
 

 

Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass   

Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed  

Hedera helix Ivy 
 



Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed   

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog   

Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass 
 

 

Hyacinthoides non-scriptus Bluebell   

Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort   

Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort  

Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St John's-wort   

Hypochaeris radicata Common Cat's-ear   

Ilex aquifolium Holly 
 



Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush 
 



Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush   

Juncus bufonius Toad Rush   

Juncus bulbosus ssp kochii Bulbous Rush 
  



Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush   

Juncus effusus Soft Rush   

Juncus squarrosus Heath Rush   

Lamium album White Deadnettle   
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Lapsana communis Nipplewort 
  



Larix decidua European Larch   

Larix decidua x kaempferi Hybrid Larch   

Lathyrus linifolius Bitter-vetch  

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow-vetchling   

Lemna minor Common Duckweed   

Leontodon hispidus Rough Hawkbit 
 



Ligustrum ovalifolium Garden Privet  

Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet 
 



Linum catharticum Fairy (Purging) Flax   

Lithospermum officinale Common Gromwell 
 



Lolium perenne Perennial Rye Grass   

Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle   

Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil   

Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil  

Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush   

Luzula multiflora ssp congesta Heath Wood-rush 
 

 

Luzula multiflora ssp multiflora Dense-headed Wood-rush 
 

 

Luzula pilosa Hairy Wood-rush   

Luzula sylvatica Great Wood-rush 
 



Lythrum portula Water-purslane 
  



Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed   

Medicago lupulina Black Medick   

Mentha x piperita Peppermint  

Mentha x verticillata Whorled Mint   

Milium effusum Wood Millet  

Molinia caerulea Purple Moor Grass   

Myosotis arvensis Common Field Forget-me-not   

Myosotis discolor Changing Forget-me-not 
 



Myosotis laxa Tufted Forget-me-not   

Myosotis ramosissima Early Forget-me-not  

Myrica gale Bog-myrtle   

Narcissus sp. Daffodil  

Nardus stricta Mat Grass   

Odontites vernus Red Bartsia  

Oreopteris limbosperma Lemon-scented Fern 
 



Oxalis acetosella Wood Sorrel   

Parietaria judaica Pellitory-of-the-wall  

Pedicularis sylvatica Lousewort   

Persicaria maculosa Redshank   

Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary Grass   

Phleum pratense Timothy   

Picea abies Norway Spruce   

Picea sitchensis Sitka Spruce 
  



Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear Hawkweed   

Pinus nigra Black Pine 
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Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine   

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain   

Plantago major ssp major Greater Plantain   

Poa annua Annual Meadow Grass   

Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow Grass   

Poa trivialis Rough Meadow Grass   

Polygala serpyllifolia Heath Milkwort   

Polygonum arenastrum Equal-leaved Knotgrass 
  



Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass   

Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed  

Potentilla anserina Silverweed   

Potentilla erecta Tormentil   

Potentilla sterilis Barren Strawberry 
 

 

Primula vulgaris Primrose   

Prunella vulgaris Self-heal   

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken   

Quercus petraea Sessile Oak   

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak 
 

 

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup  

Ranunculus flammula Lesser Spearwort   

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup   

Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup 
  



Rheum x hybridum Rhubarb 
 

 

Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron   

Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry 


 

Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Watercress  

Rosa canina Common Dog Rose   

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble   

Rubus idaeus Raspberry 
 

 

Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel   

Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel   

Rumex crispus Curled Dock   

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock   

Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock 
  



Sagina procumbens Procumbent Pearlwort 
 

 

Salix alba x White Willow x   

Salix capraea Goat Willow   

Salix cinerea ssp. oleifolia Rusty Sallow 
 

 

Salix fragilis Crack Willow 
 

 

Salix repens Creeping Willow   

Sambucus nigra Elder   

Scorzoneroides autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit 
  



Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort   

Senecio vulgaris Groundsel 
  



Sherardia arvensis Field Madder 
  



Silene dioica Red Campion   
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Silene flos-cuculi Ragged Robin  

Silene latifolia White Campion   

Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion 
 



Silene x hampeana Hybrid Campion   

Sinapsis arvensis Charlock 
  



Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sowthistle   

Sonchus asper Prickly Sowthistle 
 

 

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan   

Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed   

Stachys palustris Marsh Woundwort   

Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort   

Stellaria alsine Bog Stitchwort 
  



Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort   

Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort 
  



Stellaria media Common Chickweed   

Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious   

Syringa vulgaris Lilac  

Taraxacum agg. Dandelion   

Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage 
 

 

Thymus polytrichus Wild Thyme   

Torilis japonica Upright Hedge Parsley   

Trichophorum germanicum Deer-grass   

Trientalis europaea Chickweed Wintergreen   

Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil   

Trifolium pratense Red Clover   

Trifolium repens White Clover   

Triglochin palustre Marsh Arrowgrass   

Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat Grass 
 



Triticum aestivum Wheat  

Tussilago farfara Coltsfoot   

Ulex europaeus Gorse   

Ulmus glabra Wych Elm   

Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle   

Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry   

Vaccinium oxycoccos Cranberry   

Valeriana officinalis Common Valerian  

Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein 
 

 

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime   

Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell   

Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell   

Veronica persica Common Field Speedwell 
 



Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell 
  



Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch   

Vicia sativa Common Vetch  

Vicia sativa ssp nigra Narrow-leaved Vetch 
  



Vicia sativa ssp segetalis Vetch (no common name) 
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Vicia sepium Bush Vetch   

Viola palustris Marsh Violet   

Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet   

Vulpia bromoides Squirreltail Fescue 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

LICHENS 

All recording for this group of organisms has been carried out by Sue Perry and she has contributed 
this section of the report. 
 
Some areas of Northumberland enjoy some of the least polluted air in England.  Lichens are 
extremely sensitive to the presence of sulphur dioxide in the air and their ability to be used as 
indicators of air quality is well documented.  Consequently the lichen flora is very rich and diverse 
and Ford moss is no exception.  
 
Janet Simpkin, a lecturer and experienced lichenologist, in her survey in 2008, recorded a 
remarkable total of 67 species. The crags were particularly abundant in species of Cladonia with 
wonderful podetia indicating a healthy reproductive status.  Cladonia has a primary thallus which is 
crustose or squamulose and a secondary thallus consisting of the hollow stalk-like podetia which 
bear the fruits.  This area was not comprehensively surveyed this year but there is no evidence to 
say that the population has declined. Indeed the relatively cool summers will have enabled the 
populations to flourish and reproduce. 
 
The populations of lichen were abundant on the trees in the woodland and lower lying areas where 
numerous species showed healthy apothecia and perithecia, the sexual reproductive structures of 
the lichen.  The common species are easily identified and a simple key, easily obtainable online, 
can help the interested amateur.  Evernia prunestri, Usnea sp, Parmelia saxatilis, Plastimatia glauca 
are amongst some of the species which are literally dripping from the tress as the microclimate is so 
suited to these foliose forms of the lichen.  The species of Candelariella vitelina can be easily 
identified as a bright yellow lichen occurring on the chimney. The crustose species of lichens are 
always challenging and look like patches of paint, but with a simple hand lens one can easily see 
the different features of these fascinating organisms, although identification may prove challenging. 
 
Armed with Janet Simkins’ species list it was possible to re-identify a number of specimens, but 
inevitably considerably fewer than she had listed.  This has been a valuable learning exercise for 
me in pursuit of a greater level of expertise with lichens. 
 
The table on the following two pages shows Janet’s full list from 2008 and those species that I was 
able to find and identify in 2015 are highlighted. 
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Lichens   

Acarospora fuscata on top of crags 

Amandinea punctata on fence posts 

Arctoparmelia incurva on crags 

Arthopyrenia punctiformis on twigs and branches 

Baeomyces rufus amongst heather 

Bryoria fuscescens rare, on sandstone crags 

Buellia griseovirens on fence posts 

Candelariella vitellina on chimney 

Cetraria aculeata on crags 

Cladonia cervicornis on top of crags 

Cladonia coniocraea on tree stumps and tree bases 

Cladonia diversa on crags 

Cladonia furcata on the ground on spoil heaps 

Cladonia glauca scarce, on crags 

Cladonia macilenta on crags 

Cladonia portentosa in hollows amongst crags 

Cladonia pyxidata scarce, on crags 

Cladonia squamosa scarce, on crags 

Cladonia uncialis biuncialis scarce, on crags 

Diploicia canescens on shaded walls in colliery 

Evernia prunastri common on birch, hawthorn 

Fellhaneropsis myrtillicola on bog myrtle 

Fuscidea cyathoides frequent on top of crags 

Hypocenomyce scalaris rare on willow 

Hypogymnia physodes occasional on birch and pines, in good condition, and on crags 

Hypogymnia tubulosa scarce on birch 

Lecanora caesiosora scarce, on crags 

Lecanora chlarotera scarce, mainly on willow 

Lecanora conizaeoides Very scarce, remnant populations on pine trunks 

Lecanora dispersa on chimney 

Lecanora expallens occasional 

Lecanora polytropa scarce, on crags 

Lecanora pulicaris v common on branches & twigs of birch, hawthorn and bog myrtle 

Lecanora saligna on wooden fence rail 

Lecidea lithophila on sandstone crags 

Lecidella eleochroma on young branches 

Lepraria incana on shaded walls, crags and tree bases 

Melanelixia fuliginosa glabratula common on hawthorn and branches of other trees 

Melanelixia subaurifera scarce on hawthorn 

Micarea prasina on fence posts and rails 

Ochrolechia androgyna very common on vertical faces of sandstone crags 

Parmelia discordans on top of sandstone crags 

Parmelia omphalodes on top of sandstone crags 

Parmelia saxatilis on acid barked trees (mainly birch) and walls, frequent on crags 

Parmelia sulcata  common on all species of trees 

Pertusaria corallina frequent on sandstone crags 

Pertusaria lactea on sandstone crags 

Physcia adscendens on twigs 

Physcia aipolea on willow, abundantly fertile 

Physcia tenella on trees 

Platismatia glauca on crags 

Porpidia cinereoatra on crags 



16 

 

Porpidia crustulata on sandstone 

Porpidia tuberculosa on sandstone 

Pseudevernia furfuracea on top of crags 

Ramalina farinacea common on old willows, otherwise scarce 

Rhizocarpon geographicum occasional on sandstone crags 

Rimularia furvella lichenicolous on Pertusaria corallina 

Scoliciosporum umbrinum on shaded sandstone crags 

Tephromela grumosa on sandstone crags 

Trapeliopsis granulosa on soil 

Tuckermannopsis chlorophylla frequent on sandstone crags 

Usnea subfloridana occasional on trees 

Xanthoparmelia conspersa on top of sandstone crags 

Xanthoria parietina on hawthorn, and on the engine house 

Xanthoria polycarpa on hawthorn twigs 

Xanthoria ucrainica on top of crags (bird perches) 

  

 
 

  

 Evernia prunastri 
 Xanthoria parietina 

 Usnea subfloridiana  Cladonia coniocraea 
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BIRDS 

As is often the case with local wildlife groups, there are far more members with an interest and 
expertise with birds than with other groups of organisms.  So it is unsurprising that our bird records 
came from a larger number of observers and a greater number of visits.  Those who submitted 
sightings were: 
Winnie Banks, Sandra Carrott, Jim Clark, Ian Davison, Keith Davison, Ian Filtness, Alan & Margaret 
Goodall, Sheila March, Mick McMahon, Jane & Richard Poppleton and Mora Rolley.   
 
There were also six observers who are not AWG members but who contributed to our bird records: 
Stephen Block, Tom Grist, Catherine Hall, Colin Platt, Gilly & Tony Stapleton 
 
The tabulated report below was prepared by Ian and Keith Davison 
 
 
Visits were made on 13 occasions from mid-January to mid-October.  61 species were reported.  
This compares with 66 seen in 2003 and 69 in 2008.  The full list includes all 87 species from the 
three survey years.  The ones seen in 2015 are highlighted. 
 

SPECIES (2015 highlighted) COMMENTS 

Grey Heron A total of 2 birds were seen in 2003 and 2008 with only 1 this year 

Mute Swan A lack of suitable water means there were no sightings this year 

Greylag Goose After 100+ were seen in 2008 there were no sightings this year 

Teal 
No sightings this year until 50+ in October, even though the 
habitat looks ideal 

Mallard Some sightings this year but not in expected numbers 

Goshawk Disappointingly no sightings this year of this fantastic raptor 

Sparrowhawk Another disappointing year with only one bird seen 

Common Buzzard Regular sightings show how well this species is doing 

Kestrel A number of sightings throughout the year show its abundance 

Peregrine No sightings this year, the one 1 bird seen in 2008 was unusual 

Red Grouse Uncommon on the Moss itself but obviously on nearby moorland  

Red-legged Partridge A regular in the area due to releases 

Grey Partridge Seen in 2008 but worryingly not this year, part of a national trend 

Pheasant Large numbers seen every year due to local releases 

Moorhen Last seen in 2008 but surprisingly not in 2015 

Water Rail A single bird this year, heard in late August 

Oystercatcher Once again seen in small numbers, not really suitable habitat 

Golden Plover Seen in 2008, probably on migration but not seen this year 

Lapwing 
None seen this year even though suitable habitat surrounds the 
moss 

Snipe As would be expected, many sightings this year in perfect habitat 
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Woodcock Several sightings early in year indicating overwintering birds 

Curlew Unusually none seen this year 

Black-headed Gull None seen this year which is strange as the habitat looks ideal 

Common Gull Not as common as the name suggests, none seen this year   

Herring Gull Only 1 seen this year, probably just passing through 

Great Black-backed Gull Not common at this site, seen in 2008 but not this year 

Feral Pigeon After sightings in 2003 and 2008 there were none this year 

Woodpigeon Yet again this species was seen in very large numbers 

Cuckoo As expected this species was found on the Moss in May 

Barn Owl Following a worrying national trend none were seen this year 

Tawny Owl As with the previous species none were seen this year 

Swift Unusually the only sighting this year was in July probably feeding 

Great-spotted Woodpecker Seen again this year a species which seems to be doing well 

Skylark Numerous sightings is very encouraging with declines elsewhere 

House Martin One sighting this year was unusual for the site 

Sand Martin As expected there were no sightings this year 

Swallow Several sightings of this species 

Tree Pipit 1 sighting was noted of this under-recorded species 

Meadow Pipit Again as in past years seen in good sized numbers 

Pied Wagtail Unusually there was only 1 sighting this year 

Wren Again numerous and very common 

Dunnock Good numbers seen yet again 

Robin As would be expected seen in almost every month 

Redstart Seen again this year as expected in the mixed woodland 

Whinchat Never common but seen yet again as in 2003 and 2008 

Stonechat Good to see it making a comeback after some very bad winters 

Blackbird Common in most months yet again 

Wheatear Just a single sighting in 2015 despite suitable moorland habitat 

Fieldfare Seen in good numbers well into March 

Song Thrush Seen regularly during the early months pre-breeding 

Redwing A small flock of 18 was seen in early March 

Mistle Thrush Again seen in small numbers during early spring 

Whitethroat Yet again a very welcome summer visitor 

Garden Warbler Seen again after missing in 2008 but in small numbers 
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Blackcap Seen again in what should good habitat for this species 

Reed Warbler Only a single sighting this year despite suitable habitat 

Chiffchaff Yet again one of the commoner warbler species 

Sedge Warbler Heard and seen in May and August 

Wood Warbler As expected after 1 sighting in 2003 there were none this year 

Willow Warbler Again the commonest of the warblers with 14 on one May visit 

Goldcrest Very common esp. in the mixed woodland often identified by call 

Spotted Flycatcher Only one sighting this year but still present 

Pied Flycatcher No sightings this year after 1 on passage in 2008 

Long-tailed Tit Unusually none seen this year 

Coal Tit Again very common 

Blue Tit As with all the Tits very common in ideal habitat 

Great Tit Another very common species 

Nuthatch 
Not seen this year for a species which is slowly moving 
northwards 

Treecreeper A few sightings of a species usually picked out by its call 

Magpie A couple of sightings for a species not seen in 2003 or 2008 

Jay Seen yet again in what is ideal habitat 

Jackdaw Unusually only 2 sightings this year 

Rook All of the sightings this year were outside the recording area 

Carrion Crow Another very common species throughout the year 

Raven 1 sighting was very welcome for this magnificent corvid 

Starling Surprisingly no sightings this year 

Chaffinch Probably one of the commonest birds on the site 

Greenfinch After sightings in 2003 and 2008 there were none this year 

Goldfinch A few birds were seen throughout the year 

Siskin Only 1 sighting this year.  It should be much more common 

Linnet A few sightings mainly in the summer months 

Lesser Redpoll No records this year, unusual bearing in mind all the seeding trees 

Crossbill None seen this year even though the habitat is ideal 

Bullfinch Seen in 2003 and 2008 but only 1 sighting this year 

Hawfinch As expected no sightings this year for this declining species 

Yellowhammer Yet again a good year for this species 

Reed Bunting Yet again good numbers seen this year 
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MOTHS & BUTTERFLIES 

The report below has been prepared by Stewart Sexton.  Acknowledgements of those who 

contributed are to be found towards the end of this section 

Ford Moss, Ford, Northumberland VC68 

Lepidoptera Report 2015 (with reference to previous surveys in 2003 and 2008) 

Methodology. 

In order to sample some of the moth species to be found at Ford Moss, overnight trapping with light 

traps was carried out on two dates - 23rd May and 11th July 2015. Ideally a third visit should have 

taken place in the autumn but a scheduled visit on 12th September had to be cancelled due to bad 

weather. 

On both successful nights trapping began at dusk and continued through until dawn.  

23rd May 2015 – Three moth traps were used, powered by a petrol generator. They were three 125w 

Mercury Vapour Robinson type Traps.  

11th July 2015 – Again three traps were used, this time two 125w MV Robinson types and a 125w 

MV Skinner Trap. 

All were placed on white sheets to increase attraction and to make it easier to see the insects as 

they arrive. 

In addition to light trapping, day time observations were carried out by several Alnwick Wildlife 

Group members on 14th April, 23rd May, 26th May, 30th May and 22nd August 2015. 

Species Recorded in 2015. 

Below is a Full Systematic List of all species recorded. Species with a  in the Individuals column 

refers to its presence on site but no count was made.  The order of species in the table is by their 

official British Checklist numbers.  Many of the micro-moths have no vernacular names. 

Code Taxon Vernacular Records Individuals 

 Coleophora sp. Coleophora species 2 7 

14 Hepialus humuli Ghost Moth 1 3 

18 Hepialus fusconebulosa Map-winged Swift 1 12 

35 Ectoedemia minimella  1 6 

50 Stigmella aurella  1 2 

117 Stigmella confusella  1 8 

128 Phylloporia bistrigella  1 1 

130 Incurvaria masculella  1 1 

150 Adela reaumurella  1 1 

303 Parornix anglicella  1 3 

315 Phyllonorycter harrisella  1 2 

353 Phyllonorycter ulmifoliella  1 5 
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Code Taxon Vernacular Records Individuals 

391 Glyphipterix simpliciella Cocksfoot Moth 1 3 

396 Glyphipterix fuscoviridella  1 17 

441 Paraswammerdamia nebulella  1 1 

464 Plutella xylostella Diamond-back Moth 1 1 

493 Coleophora serratella  2 16 

504 Coleophora lusciniaepennella  1 5 

518 Coleophora mayrella  1 1 

547 Coleophora discordella  1 3 

649 Esperia sulphurella  1 1 

724 Metzneria lappella  1 1 

874 Blastobasis lacticolella  1 2 

937 Agapeta hamana  1 4 

1011 Pseudargyrotoza conwagana  1 1 

1020 Cnephasia stephensiana Grey Tortrix 1 1 

1021 Cnephasia asseclana Flax Tortrix 1 2 

1076 Celypha lacunana  2 6 

1083 Hedya nubiferana Marbled Orchard Tortrix 1 1 

1111 Bactra lancealana  1 1 

1176 Epiblema trimaculana  1 5 

1184 Epiblema scutulana  1 2 

1201 Eucosma cana  1 1 

1212 Rhyacionia pinivorana Spotted Shoot Moth 1 1 

1255 Cydia ulicetana  1 4 

1272 Pammene aurana  1 1 

1293 Chrysoteuchia culmella Garden Grass-veneer 1 42 

1294 Crambus pascuella  1 1 

1301 Crambus lathoniellus  1 2 

1304 Agriphila straminella  2 7 

1314 Catoptria margaritella Pearl-band Grass Veneer 1 14 

1333 Scoparia pyralella  1 4 

1334 Scoparia ambigualis  1 9 

1526 Thymelicus sylvestris Small Skipper 1 1 

1549 Pieris brassicae Large White 2 8 

1550 Pieris rapae Small White 2 3 

1553 Anthocharis cardamines Orange-tip 1 1 

1561 Lycaena phlaeas Small Copper 2 3 

1574 Polyommatus icarus Common Blue 1  

1593 Aglais urticae Small Tortoiseshell 1  

1597 Inachis io Peacock 1 2 

1598 Polygonia c-album Comma 1  

1615 Lasiommata megera Wall 1 1 

1626 Maniola jurtina Meadow Brown 1  

1627 Coenonympha pamphilus Small Heath 1  
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Code Taxon Vernacular Records Individuals 

1629 Aphantopus hyperantus Ringlet 1  

1640 Euthrix potatoria Drinker 1 3 

1651 Cilix glaucata Chinese Character 1 1 

1652 Thyatira batis Peach Blossom 1 2 

1653 Habrosyne pyritoides Buff Arches 1 1 

1702 Idaea biselata Small Fan-footed Wave 2 3 

1713 Idaea aversata ab. remutata Riband Wave [non-banded 
form] 

1 1 

1722 Xanthorhoe designata Flame Carpet 1 2 

1727 Xanthorhoe montanata Silver-ground Carpet 1 6 

1728 Xanthorhoe fluctuata Garden Carpet 1 2 

1732 Scotopteryx chenopodiata Shaded Broad-bar 1 5 

1738 Epirrhoe alternata Common Carpet 4 8 

1742 Camptogramma bilineata Yellow Shell 2 4 

1747 Anticlea derivata Streamer 1 1 

1750 Lampropteryx suffumata Water Carpet 1 5 

1752 Cosmorhoe ocellata Purple Bar 1 1 

1756 Eulithis populata Northern Spinach 1 1 

1758 Eulithis pyraliata Barred Straw 1 19 

1759 Ecliptopera silaceata Small Phoenix 1 3 

1765 Cidaria fulvata Barred Yellow 1 2 

1768 Thera obeliscata Grey Pine Carpet 2 4 

1776 Colostygia pectinataria Green Carpet 1 7 

1802 Perizoma affinitata Rivulet 1 1 

1803 Perizoma alchemillata Small Rivulet 1 1 

1808 Perizoma flavofasciata Sandy Carpet 1 1 

1809 Perizoma didymata Twin-spot Carpet 1 1 

1834 Eupithecia vulgata Common Pug 1 1 

1835 Eupithecia tripunctaria White-spotted Pug 1 3 

1837 Eupithecia subfuscata Grey Pug 2 2 

1844 Eupithecia indigata Ochreous Pug 1 2 

1851 Eupithecia virgaureata Golden-rod Pug 1 2 

1853 Eupithecia dodoneata Oak-tree Pug 1 3 

1857 Eupithecia tantillaria Dwarf Pug 1 1 

1862 Gymnoscelis rufifasciata Double-striped Pug 1 4 

1894 Chiasmia clathrata Latticed Heath 1 3 

1902 Petrophora chlorosata Brown Silver-line 1 19 

1906 Opisthograptis luteolata Brimstone Moth 2 6 

1918 Selenia lunularia Lunar Thorn 1 4 

1920 Odontopera bidentata Scalloped Hazel 1 9 

1922 Ourapteryx sambucaria Swallow-tailed Moth 1 2 

1931 Biston betularia Peppered Moth 1 1 

1937 Peribatodes rhomboidaria Willow Beauty 1 2 

1941 Alcis repandata Mottled Beauty 1 5 
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Code Taxon Vernacular Records Individuals 

1945 Cleorodes lichenaria Brussels Lace 1 3 

1947 Ectropis bistortata Engrailed 1 1 

1952 Ematurga atomaria Common Heath 2 5 

1954 Bupalus piniaria Bordered White 1 1 

1958 Lomographa temerata Clouded Silver 1 3 

1961 Campaea margaritata Light Emerald 1 2 

1962 Hylaea fasciaria Barred Red 1 2 

1981 Laothoe populi Poplar Hawk-moth 1 2 

1991 Deilephila elpenor Elephant Hawk-moth 1 2 

1994 Phalera bucephala Buff-tip 1 1 

2008 Ptilodon capucina Coxcomb Prominent 1 3 

2050 Eilema lurideola Common Footman 1 1 

2060 Spilosoma lubricipeda White Ermine 1 2 

2061 Spilosoma luteum Buff Ermine 1 1 

2063 Diaphora mendica Muslin Moth 1 5 

2078 Nola confusalis Least Black Arches 1 5 

2089 Agrotis exclamationis Heart and Dart 1 1 

2098 Axylia putris Flame 1 15 

2102 Ochropleura plecta Flame Shoulder 1 3 

2107 Noctua pronuba Large Yellow Underwing 1 26 

2110 Noctua fimbriata Broad-bordered Yellow 
Underwing 

1 1 

2118 Lycophotia porphyrea True Lover's Knot 1 1 

2120 Diarsia mendica Ingrailed Clay 1 6 

2122 Diarsia brunnea Purple Clay 1 16 

2123 Diarsia rubi Small Square-spot 1 9 

2128 Xestia triangulum Double Square-spot 1 6 

2130 Xestia baja Dotted Clay 1 1 

2138 Anaplectoides prasina Green Arches 1 2 

2158 Lacanobia thalassina Pale-shouldered Brocade 1 2 

2163 Melanchra pisi Broom Moth 1 1 

2190 Orthosia gothica Hebrew Character 1 2 

2192 Mythimna conigera Brown-line Bright Eye 1 2 

2193 Mythimna ferrago Clay 1 4 

2198 Mythimna impura Smoky Wainscot 1 11 

2199 Mythimna pallens Common Wainscot 1 1 

2284x Acronicta tridens/psi Dark Dagger / Grey Dagger 1 1 

2302 Rusina ferruginea Brown Rustic 2 12 

2305 Euplexia lucipara Small Angle Shades 1 1 

2306 Phlogophora meticulosa Angle Shades 1 1 

2321 Apamea monoglypha Dark Arches 1 18 

2322 Apamea lithoxylaea Light Arches 1 6 

2326 Apamea crenata Clouded-bordered Brindle 2 2 

2334 Apamea sordens Rustic Shoulder-knot 1 1 
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Code Taxon Vernacular Records Individuals 

2337x Oligia strigilis agg. Marbled Minor agg. 1 5 

2340 Oligia fasciuncula Middle-barred Minor 1 7 

2382 Hoplodrina blanda Rustic 1 1 

2425 Colocasia coryli Nut-tree Tussock 1 2 

2440 Plusia putnami Lempke's Gold Spot 1 1 

2442 Autographa pulchrina Beautiful Golden Y 1 1 

2443 Autographa jota Plain Golden Y 1 6 

2450 Abrostola tripartita Spectacle 1 7 

2474 Rivula sericealis Straw Dot 1 1 

2477 Hypena proboscidalis Snout 1 9 

  Total -  151 species   
  

Comments. 

As seen above, a total of 151 species or forms of Moth and Butterfly were recorded at Ford Moss in 

2015. When comparing this to the previous surveys in 2003 and 2008 there are an additional 27 

species that were recorded in those years that have not occurred this time. Most of these are 

common and widespread and are still expected to be present, however, no trapping was carried out 

during their flight periods, ie August onwards. 
 

Only the Large Heath butterfly Coenonympha pamphilus recorded in 2003 has not been seen 

subsequently, despite the continued presence of its dependant plant species, Cotton Grass 

Eriophorum sp and Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix. This is a scarce species nationally, so 

possibly more time should be spent in coming years to try and establish if this butterfly is still 

hanging on at Ford Moss. 

    

The most noteworthy records from 2015 are –  

0504 Coleophora lusciniaepennella where 5 larval cases were found making this the first record for 

VC68 North Northumberland. The only other Northumberland records of this species are from a site 

in the centre of the county in 2012. 

1945 Brussels Lace Cleorodes lichenaria 3 adults 

were taken at the traps on 11th July. These mark 

the 3rd – 5th records for VC68 coinciding with 2 

taken near Thropton a week earlier. These are the 

first in Northumberland since 1996 and bring the 

total number of records up to 7.  

Observers –  

Richard Poppleton,  Jim Clark,  Mick McMahon,  

Mora Rolley,  Ian Davison,  Keith Davison, 

Stephen Block,  Catherine Hall,  Alan Fairclough, 

Stewart Sexton, George Dodds, Margaret & Alan 

Goodall. 

[Apologies for any omissions as this was a great team effort from the Alnwick Wildlife Group 

members]. 

 

 Brussels Lace Cleorodes lichenaria 



25 

 

Gallery of some species found at Ford Moss. 

         

       Green Arches  Anaplectoides prasina                        Lempke’s Gold Spot Plusia putnami 

          

True Lover’s Knot Lycophotia porphyrea                          Lunar Thorn Selenia lunularia 
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OTHER CASUAL SIGHTINGS 

AQUATIC INVERTEBRATES 
 
Stephen Block and Catherine Hall from the Berwick Wildlife Group made a visit to the site in late 
May and concentrated on the large pond and associated pools. Their findings are listed below 
 
Acilius Diving Beetle 

Gyrinus Whirligig Beetle 

Mayfly (larvae) 

Corixa sp. (water bug) 

Notonecta sp.  (water bug) 

Gerris (water bug) 

Cased Caddis sp. 

Chaoborus (ghost midge - larvae) 

Chironomid (larvae) 

Culex sp. (larvae) 

Tiger Beetle 
  Pondskater – species unknown 

 
 
OTHER INVERTEBRATES 
 
Various reports came in from AWG members who were visiting the site in search of other wildlife, 
but who recorded a range of invertebrates – mostly, but not exclusively, insects. 
 

Bees: 
White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum 
Red-Tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidaries 
Common Carder Bumblebee Bombus 
pascuorum 
Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris 
Honey Bee Apis mellifera 
 
Odonata: 
Common Hawker Aeshna juncea 
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 
Black Darter Sympetrum danae 
Blue-tailed Damselfly Ischnura elegans 
Large-red Damselfly Pyrrhosoma nymphula 
 
Other Insects: 
Flesh Fly Sarcophaga carnaria 
Sawfly Tenthredo temula 
Sawfly Tenthredo livida 
Bog Hoverfly Sericomyia silentis 
Yellow Dungfly Scathophaga stercoraria 
 

 
Housefly ally Mesembrina meridian 
Black Ant poss. Lasius niger 
Red Ant poss. Myrmica scabrinodis 
Dor Beetle family Geotrupidae 
Red Soldier Beetle Rhagonycha fulva 
Burying (Sexton) Beetle prob. Nicrophorus 
vespillo 
Meadow Grasshopper Chorthippus parallelus 
 
Spiders: 
Orb-web Spider family Araneidae 
Harvestman order Opiliones 
 
Gastropods: 
Brown-lipped Snail Cepea nemoralis 
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MAMMALS 

This report was prepared by Veronica Carnell.  Veronica is Chair of the Northumbria Mammal Group 
and we are most grateful for the considerable time and effort she and her husband John put in to 
enable our survey year to include this group of animals. 
 
In addition to the small mammal records recorded below, AWG members did report a few mammal 
sightings at other times of the year as casual records.  These were (with totals in brackets): 
 
Roe Deer (11, including 1 fawn); Brown Hare (5); Stoat (1); Red Fox (scats only) 
 

 

SMALL MAMMALS AT FORD MOSS, NORTHUMBERLAND. SEPTEMBER 2015 
A SNAPSHOT SURVEY FOR ALNWICK WILDLIFE GROUP 

 
Objective.  
To obtain data indicating the presence of mice, voles and shrews in all accessible areas and 
habitats within the site boundary, using an established method of live capture and release. 
Method. 
September 4th. A preliminary circuit of the site was made to identify suitable locations for 30 
Longworth traps. 
September 7th. The traps were set on pre-bait (doors locked open) and baited with casters, 
sunflower hearts and apple pieces, together with bedding (soft meadow hay). Beginning at 14.30h, 
a second circuit of the site was made, positioning the traps on the ground and under vegetation, in 
the previously chosen areas. Each position was marked with coloured tape, and habitat type and 
grid reference recorded. The traps were left in place undisturbed for three days for the mammals to 
become accustomed to them. 
A wildlife trail camera and peanut feeder were set up in the Pine woodland, following Red Squirrel 
Partnership guidelines, to monitor for squirrels and other passing wildlife. 
September 10th 14.00h. The traps were re-baited and set to catch. 
September 10th18.30h. The traps were opened in sequence. The catch was identified and recorded, 
briefly checked for health and ectoparasites, and released at point of capture. Each trap was then 
rebaited with sufficient bait and bedding for an overnight catch, reset and repositioned. 
September 11th 07.00h. The traps were opened, the catch identified, recorded and health checked 
and the traps and markers were lifted and removed from the site. The trail camera and feeder were 
also removed. 
Weather conditions were recorded as dry and mild (average temp 14oC – Met. Office) with a light 
wind, gusty at times. Sunset was at 19.36h, sunrise at 06.30h. 
 
Results. 

 

Site Habitat Grid Ref 
Species. 

10/09/15.18.30h 
Species.  

11/09/15.07.00h 
Trap 
no. 

     

 

Old village Woodland edge NT963373 Bank Vole  Common Shrew  1 

Old village Woodland edge NT963373 Common Shrew Bank Vole 2 

Old village Woodland edge NT963373 Bank Vole  Bank Vole 3 

     

 

Old village Unmanaged Grass NT963373 Common Shrew Woodmouse 4 

Old village Unmanaged Grass NT963373 0 0 5 

Old village Unmanaged Grass NT963373 0 0* 6 

Old village Unmanaged Grass NT963373 0 Common Shrew  7 

     

 



28 

 

Chimney Wood edge/gorse NT965374 not set Bank Vole 8 

Chimney Woodland edge NT965374 not set Bank Vole 9 

     

 

Oak Wood Oak woodland NT967373 0 0* 10 

Oak Wood Oak woodland NT967373 0 Woodmouse 11 

Oak Wood Oak woodland NT967373 0 Woodmouse 12 

     

 

Birch Wood Birch woodland NT973374 0 Woodmouse 13 

Birch Wood Birch woodland NT973375 0 Woodmouse 14 

     

 

The Moss Wet grassland NT976379 0 Common Shrew  15 

The Moss Wet grassland NT976379 0 Woodmouse 16 

The Moss Wet grassland NT976379 0 Pygmy Shrew** 17 

The Moss Wet grassland NT976379 0 0* 18 

The Moss Wet grassland NT976379 0 Common Shrew  19 

The Moss Wet grassland NT975378 0 Woodmouse 20 

The Moss Wet grassland NT975378 0 0 21 

The Moss Wet grassland NT975378 0 0* 22 

The Moss Wet grassland NT975378 0 Common Shrew  23 

The Moss Rushes/water NT976379 0 0* 24 

     

 

Sitka Plant’n Woodland edge NT973380 Common Shrew Woodmouse 25 

     

 

Engine 
House Field edge NT970380 0 Woodmouse 

26 

Engine 
House Field edge NT970380 Woodmouse Woodmouse 

27 

     

 

Main Drain Rushes/water NT969379 Woodmouse Woodmouse 28 

Main Drain Rushes/water NT969379 Common Shrew 0* 29 

Main Drain Rushes/water NT969379 0 Woodmouse 30 

     

 

Main Drain Rushes/water NT969379 Common Shrew 0* 29 

Main Drain Rushes/water NT969379 0 Woodmouse 30 

     

 

 

Legend: Bank Vole: Myodes glareolus 
  Common Shrew: Sorex araneus 
  Woodmouse: Apodemus sylvaticus 
  Pygmy Shrew: Sorex minutus  

 0*   =    trap tunnel blocked with vegetation: possibly signs of woodmouse activity 
 **         the Pygmy Shrew weighed 3.8 grams 
  There were no casualties and all animals were healthy 
 

Incidental Records 
Trail camera Pine Woodland NT967373       Grey squirrel  

 
 

Birch wood Wet grass/birch  NT973375       Roe Deer 
 

 
Old village Grassland NT963373       Rabbit droppings 

 
 

Engine 
House Field edge NT970380       Molehills 

 

 

     4 Exmoor ponies were present on the site. 
 
Attempts were made in several suitable areas to find some field vole signs (latrines, larders). 
None were found. 
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POSTSCRIPT 

This third survey of Ford Moss has been enjoyable and involving for AWG members.  We hope the 
outcomes will prove of genuine interest to Lord Joicey and the Ford & Etal Estate. 
 
It would be nice to say that over 12 years the site has been transformed from a wildlife point of view 
as a result of the management processes put in place.  In fact real signs of change are not great, 
but perhaps that is only to be expected.  In the end 12 years is not a long time in environmental 
terms and any change is bound to be slow and incremental. 
 
AWG would like to thank Lord Joicey, again, for allowing us free access to the reserve and for 
providing the opportunity to do some useful ecological work.  All those who have been involved will 
have learned some new things and, who knows, perhaps we shall be in a position to return to Ford 
Moss in the year 2000 to continue the sequence of surveys. 
 
A final thanks is also due to Lord Joicey for his generous donation to AWG funds in recognition of 
our work. 


