
NEWSLETTER 115
REVIEW OF JULY 2012

NEWSLETTER 131
www.alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk  email: redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

HAUNTS OF THE HIGHLANDS – ROGER MANNING WEDNESDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER 2012 AT 7.30P.M.
This will be a very informative and enthusiastic account of the habitats and wildlife of the Highlands
of Scotland.  Roger’s talk will include a high standard of photography accompanied by his knowledge
of natural history which is second to none.  This will be just the right opening to our new season of
talks and I look forward to seeing you at the end of September.

WILDLIFE NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER
Incredibly summer has been and gone, although you would not have known it by the weather we have
experienced in the last few months.  September is a time of arrivals and departures.  Gone are the
cuckoos, swifts, and puffins but there are new arrivals every day from all parts of the world.  If the
wind blows warmly from the south, then there is likely to be an influx of insects such as migrant
Hawker Dragonflies, Silver-Y Moths and Red Admiral Butterflies.  If it blows from the west, there
may be an influx of Sooty Shearwaters into the North Sea which will eventually pass our headlands
such as Annstead and Boulmer.  These long distant travellers breed on the isolated islands of the
South Atlantic.  From the north, the first of the autumn’s Pink Feet and Barnacle Geese will start to
arrive.  But if it blows from the east, then the birdwatchers will get twitchy and the lepidopterists will
be checking their traps.  Bushes along the coast could be full of a rich array of migrants such as
Wrynecks, Red-breasted Flycatchers, Yellow-browed Warblers and possible Clifton Nonpareil moths.
The mudflats will be ringing to the mournful cries of Golden and Grey Plovers and the first of the
Long-tailed Ducks will start to appear off Bamburgh and Ross Sands at the end of the month.  This
is an exciting time, for wildlife, on the north east coast of England.
Early autumn, can be a good time to look for ferns, as long as we do not have early frosts.  One of the
commonest is Bracken which is widespread on the Northumberland sandstone ridge and eastern
Cheviots.  This fern reproduces vegetatively through its network of rhizomes and it very rarely
produces spores from its sori (fruiting bodies) on the underside of the leaves.  The shapes of these sori
are one of the ways in which ferns can be identified.  Where the conditions are right under the canopy
of the Bracken, Hard Fern can be found with its pinnate leaves.  In woodland the ‘shuttle cocks’ of
the Broad-buckler Fern interspersed with Male Fern can be impressive in woodlands and not just
stands of deciduous trees.  Some of the more delicate ferns can be found on walls or cliffs.  Species
such as Polypody, Rustyback, Wall Rue and Maidenhair Spleenwort can be found where conditions
are right.
September is a great time for looking for wildlife in Northumberland!

Jack Daw

Please send sightings reports for August, no later than 6th September to: Ian & Keith
Davison, The Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to
redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be
made available on the web site one month after the paper publication.



PLANT CORNER 
 
The other day I had an email from Lord Joicey at Ford & Etal Estates asking if AWG had any grass experts.  
He hoped we might be willing to come to look at the prolific grasses and rushes on Slainsford Moor (OS maps 
call it Etal Moor) to identify what is there.  
 
I replied that I didn’t think AWG would lay claim to much grass expertise and that my own competence with 
grasses is strictly intermediate, but I’d happily come to do a preliminary survey with a view, perhaps, to 
arranging something more thorough next year.  On 13th August I went to Slainsford, which is a comparatively 
small piece of open access moorland and which certainly does have a tremendous grass flora. 
 
So for this month’s Plant Corner I thought I’d show you a few of the main grass species I found. 

 
Tufted Hair Grass (Deschampsia cespitosa) is a tall elegant 
species that grows in tussocks and is often found in damp moorland 
and parts of damp woodland with reasonable light levels.  The 
flower spikes can reach over 1.5m and it’s the sort of grass you can 
imagine some people might like to have in wilder parts of large 
gardens. 
 
There was lots of it at 
Slainsford, mostly in 
areas with plenty of  
Yorkshire Fog (Holcus 

lanatus), which is probably one of the best known of the larger 
common grasses.  Everything about it is soft – the downy foliage 
and the velvety flower heads.  If you come across a large patch the 
effect can be quite like a low-lying mist.  Hence the name.  You 
can find it everywhere from moors to road verges. 

 
 
 
 
Another grass that creates an excellent visual effect 
when seen in masses is the close relative of the first one 
above.  Wavy Hair Grass (Deschampsia flexuosa) 
doesn’t grow in clumps, but it can cover large areas of 
moorland in June and July.  With its pinkish flower 
spikes it creates a gently waving pink sea. 
 
 

Finally I need to mention the grass that is often the dominant 
species in late summer on some of our Northumbrian moors.  
Purple Moor Grass (Molinia caerulea) is strictly speaking 
our only British deciduous grass.  Its leaves don’t just die 
down in the early winter, they are actually shed in the same 
way as deciduous trees shed theirs.  Of course, being a grass 
the shed leaves tend to lie around in straw-coloured piles until 
they decay or are blown around by winter winds. 
 
The flower heads often start off greenish, but they soon 
develop a strong purple colour.  On some moors that are pink 
with Wavy Hair Grass in early July, the colour changes to purple in late summer as the Hair Grass dies down 
and the Molinia grows up from its clumps. 
 



Howick July 2012 Highlights. 
 
Finally the weather seemed to be warming up, slightly… 
 
On 7th a walk to Boulmer found 7 early Wigeon on the flooded field and lots of Buck’s Horn 
Plantain in flower opposite the pub on the road verge. 
 
In the afternoon I checked the Howick Hall woodlands for Purple Hairstreak after one was found in 
Alnwick garden last year. No luck, but I did see 9 Ringlet, 3 Speckled Wood and 1 Meadow Brown. 
A Spotted Flycatcher was nest building late this year. 
 
On the afternoon of the 8th, a walk around the Pond Field produced sightings of 1 Red Admiral, 1 
Small White, 3 Meadow Brown, 35 Ringlet, and 1 Large Skipper. Birds were notable by their 
absence but Figwort, Great Burnet and naturalised Martagon Lily were all in bloom. 
 
A trip up to Holy Island, botanising, was the order of the day on 15th. A walk over the Snook Dunes 
was very good with thousands of Marsh Helleborines in flower along with a few endemic 
Lindisfarne Helleborine and scarcities such as Brookweed and Round leaved Wintergreen. 
 

 
 

 
Brookweed 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Lepidoptera noted in the dunes included 22 Dark Green Fritillary, 23 Yellow Shell Moths and over 
275 Cinnabar caterpillars on Ragwort.  
 
On the 17th a visitor to Howick Hall contacted me with a photo of a Hummingbird Hawk-moth they 
had seen. Imagine my shock when the pic did not show the expected ‘hummer’ but a stunning 
Bedstraw Hawk-moth, a rare visitor from the continent. I was a bit gutted that I missed it… 

Lindisfarne Helleborine 
 



 

 
Bedstraw Hawkmoth ( courtesy of Mrs S Leeming) 

 
Over the Saturday and Sunday 21st and 22nd, I did a half hearted ‘bioblitz’ of the garden at home. 
This is where you try to record all wild species over 24 hours to see the diversity on offer. I recorded 
16 Birds, 44 Plants, 57 Moths, 5 Butterflies and 12 Insects / Molluscs – 134 species! Imagine the list 
had I pulled out all the stops. 
 
Sea watching from the Howick Coast Path for an hour on a light north breeze on 21st was quite 
eventful with 5 Roseate Terns, 10 Black tailed Godwit ( a new species for the site) a nice adult pale 
phase Pomarine Skua and a Sooty Shearwater  passing by. [Strange that this Pomarine is still the 
only skua I have seen this year, so far]. 
 
 But mostly the month was spent with my head in a Moth Trap… 
 
Stewart Sexton, Howick. 
 
 
 

6 spot Burnet Moth seen in Bamburgh dunes 
Picture Sandra Webster 

Juvenile Hedgehog – 1 of 2 seen in gardens in 
Armstrong Cottages 
Picture Sandra Webster 



A Favourite Walk  -   Old Bewick to Blawearie and back via Bewick Hill 
 

 
 
If you haven’t walked to Blawearie you’ve missed a treat. Blawearie is a ruined farm with a haunting 
atmosphere all of its own. If I were poetic I might use the term ‘faerie’.  But it’s no good me trying to 
describe it – you need to go there. Then if you choose your return route well you can explore a most 
amazing double hill fort on the southern edge of the Bewick Hill escarpment. 

 
On the way there are other archaeological sites – a good cup-and-ring marked rock and Blawearie Cairn 
which is an important burial site from the Bronze Age, of which more anon. 

 
 

Start:  Old Bewick Farm (NU 066 215).  Total distance c. 6.5 km (4 miles)   Conditions:  Some 
uphill, specially for the first half mile, and some wet patches – so good footwear is essential 

 
 
Park on the wide road verge by the high stone wall of Old Bewick Farm.  Take the track in front of the 
terraced farm cottages.  Go through the gate with the Wrangham Estate’s welcoming notice and climb 
up to the moorland. With Bewick Hill on your right, go through two more gates and continue to follow 
the main track – at one point there’s a left fork but ignore it – until you start to see the copse of trees 
ahead of you that marks Blawearie (about 2km from the starting point). 

 
About 400m before you reach Blawearie you’ll see off to your left what at first seems to be a broken 
down Cheviot sheep stell. But don’t be fooled because this is the Bronze Age Blawearie Cairn. In its 
centre is a big heap of stones with the remains of a circular perimeter wall.  It was excavated in the 19thC 
and four stone- lined graves were found with pottery vessels, a flint knife and a necklace made up of 102 
beads of jet and shale. Stan Beckensall excavated further in the mid-80s and found a pottery vessel with 
burnt human bones. 

 
Blawearie itself was farmed until 1940 when the War Office commandeered it for military training and 
after the war the family opted not to return. The buildings are ruinous but the site, with its rock outcrops 
and trees has an extraordinary atmosphere.  Not threatening, but almost magical. 
From the farm you could opt to continue north to Quarryhouse Moor and try to find the amazing cave 
called Cateran Hole, but I’m assuming that you will now leave Blawearie and take the track south across 
the moor. 



If you are using an OS map ignore the indication of a right fork in this path. The last time I went there 
was no such branch in the path. 

 
After about 1km you will come to a wall.  Go sharp right here along the wall until you reach a wicket 
gate. Once again you’ll have to ignore what the OS map tells you.  My sketch map shows the OS path 
as a dotted line, but this takes you down and round the bottom of the hill. You actually want to stay on 
the top of the escarpment keeping the fence on your right.  Otherwise you’ll miss the forts. 

 
Go through the gate and angle right towards the fence that runs up the gentle slope of the hill.  After a few 
hundred metres you’ll see a large stone on your right on the other side of the fence.  There is a makeshift 
stile over the fence and it is worth getting over and looking at the stone because its upper surface is 
covered in cup- and-ring marks. 

 
Get back over the fence and continue up the slope until you reach the very large semi-circular ditches 
and ramparts of the hill forts. They didn’t need to be full circles because their southern flanks are on the 
edge of the steep cliffs which gave good protection. 

 
Follow the track past the northern edges of the forts and you soon come to the top of the slope of Bewick 
Hill, down which there is a steep track (careful!) which comes to a style at the bottom.  Cross the style and 
you find yourself back on the path that leads down to Old Bewick.  One last thing to look at before you 
get to the farm is the old mill pond (at least I assume that’s what it was) on your left.  As mill ponds go 
this one had extremely well-constructed walls to keep the water in. 

 
Richard Poppleton 
 



BEYOND THE BORDER

Number 9: July 2012
Cool wet conditions prevailed for the season we think of as mid-summer! They did, however, prove to be ideal for

many species of fungi. Amongst the large range was one that is much-prized by Toadstool-hunters: Chanterelle
(Cantharellus cibarius). Densely-clustered troops provide some moist striking patches of colour to a woodland floor
being a shade something akin to Apricots or egg-yolk orange. The caps are typically 1-3 inches (2·5-8cms) across and
resemble fluted funnels with a central depression. They are usually to be found within deciduous woodland and are
frequently described as “smelling of Apricots”. I came upon an enormous colony near Jedburgh (July 20) where there
would easily have been 1000+ fruiting bodies and a few days later was examining a number of sites near Greenlaw. All
were found beneath mighty Beech (Fagus sylvatica) trees.

There are many plants which, although common, we particularly cherish. One of my favourites is Ragged Robin
(Lychnis flos-cuculi) which thrills me when it appears each year. It is widely distributed across the Scottish Borders and
although occasionally appearing along stretches of moist roadside verge or in woodland clearings it is more usually to
be found providing a blaze of colour to a rank marsh. The name Lychnis is thought to have come from the Greek word
luchnos which means torch so we even possess an Olympic plant! The ragged appearance comes from the fact that the
five petals are each divided into four long, thin lobes.

There are large tracts of moorland – some of which are rough pasture – in areas such as Gordon-Greenlaw-Westruther.
I was introduced to one such patch (July 21) and was astounded at the range at the range of Rushes, Sedges and Grasses
which grew there. Half-hidden amongst the lush vegetation were a number of most interesting smaller plants. Amongst
these was Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris) with star-shaped maroon flower heads and Common Round-leaved
Sundew (Drosera rotundifolia) which arose from neat rosettes of red-tinted foliage. It’s our best-known example of an
insectivorous plant and when a fly lands on the sticky leaf-hairs they curve over the victim and ensnare it. The soils of
such areas are not only acidic but lacking in nutrients and so the Sundew extracts its needs by dissolving trapped insects.
Lousewort (Pedicularis sylvatica) was also there – showing off its pink tubular flowers. It was long (mistakenly) thought
to be the source of Lice but it is known to be semi-parasitic of some grasses. Bog Asphodel (Narthecium ossifragum)
was visually stunning with patches of orange-yellow star-like flowers rising above the small cutlass-shaped leaves. It’s
a member of the Liliaceae (Lily) family and appears to have six petals
although in reality it’s 3 petals + 3 very similar sepals.

Wildlife watching is often most unpredictable and that’s one of the
fun-things about it. Last year I was fortunate to stumble upon the sites
of several Banded Demoiselles (Calopteryx splendens). On this occasion
I’ve searched and searched – and regularly re-visited past haunts – but
have, so far, not seen one. Weather conditions were such that all Odonata
(Damselfly + Dragonfly) activity seemed to be at a standstill but (July 3)
I discovered 80+ Azure Damselflies (Coenagrion puella) at a pond near
Morebattle. Others soon followed with Blue-tailed Damselflies
(Ischnura elegans) hovering over the margins of Hen Poo (Duns),
Emerald Damselflies (Lestes sponsa) at Gordon and Kelso and perhaps
the best known Common Blue Damselflies (Enallagma cyathigerum)
at sites which included Camptown, Nisbet, the River Tweed and Yetholm.
Common Hawker (Aeshna juncea) dragonflies were sometimes spotted
hunting well away from water but numbers were small whilst 2 Four-
spotted Chasers (Libellula quadrimaculata) observed near Gordon Moss
Nature Reserve (21st) were zipping back and forth over moist moorland
before coming to rest on tall plant stems.

Whilst most of Britain endured one deluge after another there were
parts of NW. Scotland which experienced unusual drought-like
conditions. Amongst the creatures to be affected were the Biting Midges
(Culicoides spp) with far fewer hatching out. That would have provided
some respite for local residents and visitors to the Highlands but greatly
reduced the availability of invaluable nourishment for creatures higher
up the food-chain. Please don’t ask me to comment on individual Midges
because I think I’m correct in saying that Scotland has 34 different species!

I hate being a pessimist but do feel very real concern for many of our Butterflies and amongst those I include species
which have, until now, been commonplace. Green-veined Whites were on the wing but numbers have only been a
fraction of the norm. You will almost certainly have done the same as myself – looking up to study a big flowering
Butterfly Bush (Buddleja davidii) but instead of Small Tortoiseshells, Peacocks and Red Admirals more often than
not there has been nothing. On a brighter note both Ringlets and Meadow Browns have flourished with a wide
distribution and, on occasions, counts into three figures. I also found an occasional Common Blue – they being best

Picture © Copyright Laurie Campbell



seen in areas where their preferred food-plant Birdsfoot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) grows. It was quite some time
since I’d seen a Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary (and I’ve never found many). That situation was certainly reversed
(21st) when I had the good fortune to participate in surveying an area of Berwickshire moorland. Our party of five spread
out and attempted to assess the population of the area for a species which is dependent upon Marsh Violets (Viola
palustris). It proved to be a most memorable exercise and my personal tally of 33 was not the highest recorded that day.

I’ve had little success this year in locating newts but (July 5) whilst digging in my garden was surprised to disturb
a Common Smooth Newt. One of my neighbours probably has a garden pond where they are unwittingly providing
sanctuary for these fascinating amphibians. On another occasion (17th) I was botanising along a former railway-line
when I found myself facing a Common Lizard. It was sunbathing and reluctant to move but the moment I flinched it
scuttled into hiding.

Small groups of (feral) Greylag Geese began to gather at riverside haunts along the Tweed Valley. Goosanders
were not alone in losing many of their offspring to
predation but one ♀ had managed to rear 9 young to
half adult-size. They rested beside Mertoun Bridge
(nr. St. Boswells) on July 5. A great many birds had
a dreadful nesting season and amongst those were a
pair of local Ospreys which abandoned their clutch
after prolonged wet and cold. None were seen but I
sometimes heard Quail amongst fields of Wheat in
the Kelso area. I’ve met people who are fiercely
opposed to ‘set-aside’ land on arable farms. Such
areas can become weed-infested and look untidy but
I can confirm that there are benefits which include
as successful local haunts for the raising of both
Oystercatcher and Lapwing young. A lone Golden
Plover headed towards the coast as it flew over
Hadden (to the east of Kelso/17th). Common
Sandpipers were regularly seen but in almost all
cases it was adult and not young birds that were noted.

The hustle and bustle of seabird-cities – most notably St. Abb’s – is always at an end before July is concluded. Shags
and Kittiwakes together with Guillemots and Razorbills abandon the cliff-edges once their breeding season comes to
an end. By the end of the month little other than the occasional Fulmar and Feral Pigeon remained leaving the cliff-edges
to a sad silence. A Stock Dove was present at Kerchesters (nr. Sprouston/24th) but our few Cuckoos slipped back to
Africa unseen. Swifts also depart early but remained over many Borders towns and villages up to and including the last
day of July. I failed to find but was reliably told of Kingfishers on the Bowmont Water, the River Teviot at Roxburgh
and the River Tweed near Burgham.

There’s known to be a shortage of nesting sites for Swallows but one pair had discovered a most secure location. I
peered through the security grille of the entrance to the Waterloo Monument (high on Peniel Heugh/27th) and there saw
a mud-based cup full of well-developed young. Many birds – including Robins, Chiffchaffs, Willow Warblers and
Great Tits fell silent during July. Moulting would have been taking place and with flight more difficult it’s imperative
that they do not attract the attention of predators. The most obvious white rump provided instant recognition of a
Wheatear on Humblemoor Hill near Hownam. Grasshopper Warblers continued to reel at Kerchesters and Gordon
and (July 25) I spent much time admiring Spotted Flycatchers as they fed fledged young in the Camptown/Jedburgh
area. 3 Ravens were flying near Carter Bar (3rd) and another 2 were disturbed beside Soutra (19th). 6 Crossbills fed in
a conifer plantation on the England /Scotland border near Nottylees (1st).

As I glance back through my field-notes I realise just how many Grey Squirrels are present in the area. Meanwhile
Red Squirrels are confined to fewer (generally remote) sites. A European Beaver was filmed swimming in the Loch
Lomond-Trossachs National Park (mid-July) and so it’s perfectly feasible that they will have reached the Scottish Borders
within our lifetime! I’ve noticed Rabbits suffering from Myxamatosis near to Jedburgh, Kelso and Nenthorn but, so far,
no large numbers have been involved. 6 Brown Hares sat together in one field near Lurdenlaw (Kelso/2nd). There was
no shortage of sightings of Roe Deer – often with twins at foot – as they crossed open farmland.

Otter sightings included one animal which came ashore and slipped inside a near-invisible cleft in a rock-face. A
Ghillie was also good enough to show me a huge Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) tree where Otters holed up beneath its roots.
A Red Fox was living dangerously when seen (29th) almost immediately adjacent to a farm north of Yetholm where it
was hunting late morning.

ROGER MANNING.
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Garden Gleanings 
 
One of the great things about having a garden is that it provides a series of wildlife habitats that you can 
observe even in the worst of weather conditions and without having to go on major excursions.  Admittedly 
our garden is deep in the countryside and the things we’ve seen recently won’t necessarily be found in a town 
garden, but the reverse will also be true.  For example we’ve only once in 15 years seen Waxwings in the 
garden, but I know there are people in Alnwick who see them in most winters. 
 
I’m writing these jottings this month because we’ve had some quite unusual experiences.  If you find these 
interesting, why not write a short paragraph about special things you’ve seen in your garden.  Even some 
sightings that may be run-of-the-mill for you may not be for others and may well be worth a mention.  If you 
manage to take some digital pictures as well, then that would be a bonus. 
 
Our main recent fascination has been the adoption of our garden by a half-grown Brown Hare.  We first 
noticed it about a month ago, happily browsing on the lawn.  We thought it was unusual enough even to see a 

Hare in the garden, which is more-or-less protected by fences with 
netting to try to keep rabbits out, but when we kept seeing it we 
realized it has decided that our garden is part of its regular patch.  
This morning, for example, we watched it in the sileage area next to 
the garden where it was semi-sparring with an adult rabbit.  Then it 
squeezed under the netting by the back gate, sat on the gravelled 
driveway and began grooming.  It then wandered under some 
shrubs, but re-emerged and went up on to the patio.  The other day 
it was on the flagstones right outside the back door when I came 
down in the morning.  If you disturb it, it runs straight for where it 
knows the gaps under the netting can be found and runs away 
across the field.  Mind you we’re just assuming it’s the same animal 
each time! 

 
Then a few weeks ago we had a racing pigeon.  It appeared one morning and for over a week adopted us and 
our bird feeders.  It never let me get close enough to read the numbers on its leg tags, but even if I had 
managed to do so I couldn’t have reported its presence because the main website says sternly “DO NOT 
report pigeons that are not in your possession.  Owners cannot arrange to collect pigeons that are roaming or 
flying around your home or garden.  You must catch the pigeon first.”  I also heard the rumour that strayed 
pigeons are often subsequently destroyed by their owners because they cannot be relied upon to fly home if 
entered in races.  I don’t know if that’s true – perhaps if you do know the truth of it you could write a short 
letter to the editor putting me right.  Anyway it eventually disappeared, presumably either its homing instinct 
had finally kicked in or a raptor (goshawk, or peregrine or female sparrowhawk) had got it. 
 
On a quite different size scale today when I went to open the gate to 
take the car out there was an amazing little spider on the gate bar.  
It was as if someone had spilled a small drop of fluorescent yellow 
paint on the wood.  A quick check with the books suggests that it is 
from the genus Araniella and quite possibly Araniella cucurbitina 
also known as the Cucumber Spider (because of its colour), but a 
proper identification requires microscopic examination and 
arachnological skills that I don’t have. 
 
The book says they are common, but I’ve never noticed one before. 
 
So how about it?  Why not write occasional pieces for the AWG 
Newsletter and send them to Barbara, our editor. 
 
Richard Poppleton 
July 2012 



 SIGHTINGS   JULY   2012 
BIRDS  
Great Crested Grebe 2 on Branton Ponds all month  
Little Grebe 3 at Branton Ponds on the 3rd  
Manx Shearwater 3 off Coquet Island on the 23rd ,1 off Newton Point on the 25th  
Goldeneye 5 at Branton Ponds on the 3rd  
Common Scoter 70 in Embleton Bay on the 12th  
Goosander 16 at Branton Ponds on the 1st  
Shelduck A pair with 8 well developed youngsters at Branton Ponds on the 17th 
Hobby 1 at Glanton on the 11th  
Osprey 1 at Fenham Flats on the 22nd  
Sparrowhawk 1 + juvenile at Swarland on the 20th  
Water Rail 2 at Branton Ponds on the 2nd  
Avocet 2 at Cresswell Ponds on the 13th  
Common Sandpiper 7 at Branton Ponds on the 5th 2 at Low Bleakhope on the 14th  
Pectoral Sandpiper 1 at Cresswell Ponds on the 13th and 17th  
Bar-tailed Godwit 130 at Fenham Flats on the 22nd  
Golden Plover 50 at Longhoughton Steel on the 15th  
Grey Plover 12 at Fenham Flats on the 22nd  
Ringed Plover 60 at Fenham Flats on the 22nd  
Dunlin 40 on Low Newton scrape on the 25th  
Curlew 155 at Fenham Flats on the 22nd  
Whimbrel 1 at Ross Back Sands on the 8th, 2 at Newton Point on the 26th and 3 at Howick 

Haven on the 27th  
Arctic Skua 1 off Coquet Island on the 23rd,1 off Newton Point on the 25th,2 off Coquet 

Island on the 24th  
Great Skua 1 off Coquet Island on the 24th  
Herring Gull 150 at Branton on the 10th  
Little Gull 19 at Cresswell Pond on the 13th  
Roseate Tern 71 pairs raised 76 young on Coquet Island this year, 1 near Howick Haven on the 

27th  
Little Tern 7 at Ross Back Sands on the 21st  
Arctic Tern Many off Ross Back Sands on the 21st   
Barn Owl 1 on Ingram Haugh on the 3rd and the 8th 1 at Branton on the 11th,1 at Low 

Newton on the 25th  
Short-eared Owl 1 near Linhope on the 14th  
Swift 11 at Branton on the 11th,10 at Alnwick on the 26th  
Kingfisher 1 at Branton Ponds on the 19th  
Yellow Wagtail 1 at Newton Scrape on the 26th  
Dipper 4 near High Bleakhope on the 14th  



Whinchat  Several upper River Breamish on the 14th  
Stonechat Several on Holy Island (including a few juveniles ) on the 7th  
Ring Ouzel 1 High Bleakhope on the 14th  
Grasshopper Warbler 1 at East Chevington on the 15th  
Garden Warbler Several juveniles around Branton Ponds on the 20th  
Common Whitethroat Several around Branton Ponds all month 
Red-backed Shrike 1 at East Chevington on the 15th  
Jay 1 at Newton on the Moor on the 11th  
Siskin Up to 6 at Swarland until the 14th  
Lesser Redpoll 1 at Swarland from 1st to 5th  
MAMMALS  
Brown Hare 7 at Ingram Haugh on the 5th  
Red Squirrel 1 near Eglingham on the 6th, 1 at Branton First School on the 10th,1 at Swarland 

on the 17th and 30th  
Grey Squirrel 1 at Swarland all month 
Bat spp Pipistrelles and Long-eared at Swarland on the 13th  
Mink 2 at Branton Ponds on the 22nd (a worrying development)  
Porpoise 1 off Newton Point on the 25th  
PLANTS  
Pyramidal Orchid 1 on Holy Island on the 7th, several at Ross Links on the 8th  
Marsh Orchid  Many spikes on Holy Island on the 7th  
Common Spotted Orchid Several spikes on Holy Island on the 7th , many at East Chevington on the 15th, at 

least 500 spikes at Newton on the Moor on the 5th   
Frog Orchid Small colony on Holy Island on the 7th  
Marsh Helleborine 7 spikes on Holy Island on the 7th  
Broad-leaved Helleborine 20 spikes not in flower at Swarland   
Common Twayblade 9 spikes on Holy Island on the 7th  
Grass of Parnassus Several on Holy Island on the 7th  
Seaside Centaury Holy Island on the 7th  
Autumn Gentian 1 Holy Island on the 7th  
Carline Thistle Several on Holy Island on the 7th  
Houndstongue Several at Ross Links on the 8th  
Purple Milk Vetch 1 at Ross Links on the 8th 
New Zealand Willow Herb Low Bleakhope on the 14th  
Hairy Stonecrop Low Bleakhope on the 14th  
Storksbill Holy Island on the 7th  
Kidney Vetch At East Chevington on the 15th  
Bloody Cranesbill Large amounts at East Chevington on the 15th  
Flowering Rush At Branton Ponds on the 15th  
Agrimony 1 plant at Branton Ponds on the 15th  



Dyers Greenweed A small patch at East Chevington on the 15th  
INVERTEBRATES  
Ringlet 1 at Branton Ponds on the 3rd, many at East Chevington on the 15th ,up to 2 at 

Swarland on the 21st   
Meadow Brown 2 at Newton on the Moor on the 5th  
Small White 1 at Swarland on the 30th  
Red Admiral Several on Holy Island on the 7th,1 at Swarland on the 7th  
Small Tortoiseshell Several on Holy Island on the 7th,1 at Swarland on the 15th and 21st  
Dark Green Fritillary 3 Ross Dunes on the 21st  
Common Blue Several in Ross Dunes on the 21st  
Speckled Wood 1 at East Chevington on the 15th  
Six-spot Burnet Moth  2 pairs at Newton on the Moor on the 5th  
Garden Tiger Moth 1 on Holy Island on the 7th  
Drinker Moth 1 caterpillar at Ross Links on the 8th  
Leach Several in dune slacks on Holy Island on the 7th  
AMPHIBIANS  
Common Newt Several pairs in dune slacks on Holy Island on the 7th  
REPTILES  
Adder 1 at High Bleakhope on the 14th 1 at Branton Ponds on the 22nd  
 I & K Davison,  G Dodds,  A Gibson,  A Keeble,  D Makepeace 
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