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What to look for in August.

July has been a month of warm weather and thundery showers as well as surprises. At home, the House
martins fledged in the first week of July but are still coming back to the nest to roost and be fed. There
are gatherings of gulls in fields where the grass is being cut for silage or hay. These fields attract Kestrels,
Common buzzards and Brown hares. Many unimproved pastures are in full-colour with yellows being
dominant but there can be a splash of purple, red or white. The Swifts are also forming flocks that
scream around towns and villages – this is one of my moments of the summer.

August is a month of transition. The breeding season is at an end
and flocks of birds are searching out food to put on fat for migration
or the winter. Inland patches of scrub where there are ripening
Elder, Brambles and Raspberries, attract Blackcaps, Garden
warblers, Chiffchaffs and Willow warblers. These loose flocks can
accompany parties of Blue, Great and Long-tailed tits as well as
Treecreepers and Nuthatches. The ripening fruit will also attract
Red admirals, Commas and Small tortoiseshell butterflies. These
patches of habitat can be found almost anywhere in town, country
or on the coast.

Pools of shallow water have the same
attraction for long-distant migrants such as Greenshank, Wood and
Curlew sandpipers, Whimbrel and Black-tailed godwits to name but a
few. Many of these species have travelled from the breeding grounds in
Scandinavia, Russia and Arctic Canada. August can be a month when at
least 20 species of wading birds can be recorded in our area. Some of the
best places include Budle Bay, Fenham Flats, Monk’s House Pool,
Bradford Kaims, the beach at Boulmer, Hauxley, East Chevington and
Cresswell Pool. It should be said that anywhere where there is shallow
water with mud there should be a wading bird at this time of year.

August is the month for another one of my summer highlights – Devil’s bit scabious.
It is a perennial herb of damp meadows, woodland rides and grasslands which are
relatively acid. The blue to purple flowers attract a host of pollinating insects
especially bumblebees. This is a plant that can be found on the Northumberland
Sandstone Ridge, Kimmer Lough, Simonside and the Cheviots.

To me this is one of the best times of year to be out and about looking for wildlife.
Jack Daw.



FIELD TRIP REPORT – Sunday 13th July 
 
An intrepid group of five set off from East Lilburn Farm for some botanising.  When we left the cars 
the morning’s heavy rain had stopped.  15 minutes later we were half wishing we’d stayed in bed. 
 
Bur we plodged on through some wet and rather nettley woodland where there were masses of 
Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage, plus other interesting species like Common Figwort, 
Skullcap and Reed Canary Grass.  A couple of days earlier on a recce Jim Clark had found 
several sets of Otter tracks on the mud beside the river, but the extra rain had covered these up. 
 
Once out of the wood there was an excellent topographical distinction in the next half mile between 
a raised ridge of glacial deposit – probably an elongated drumlin – and the lower ground around it, 
much of which was very marshy.  We were lucky that as we came out on to this open ground the 
rain stopped and the rest of the day was in dry and occasionally even sunny conditions. 
 
The drumlin was heavily sheep-grazed and had typical species of dry neutral grassland.  We found 
Thyme, Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Heath Milkwort, Cat’s-ear, Mouse-eared Hawkweed and 
Quaking Grass.  The stand-out plants in the boggy areas were Greater Tussock Sedge, 
Common Spotted Orchid, Ragged Robin, Marsh Speedwell, Bogbean, Marsh Cinquefoil and 
Common Valerian. 
 
One particular bog – the last one we explored – was rather different.  It had more of a flow of ground 
water running through it and there was a mass of Fool’s Water-cress, Bulrush and an 
undetermined species of Mimulus which might have been Blood Drops Emlets or perhaps a 
hybrid.  Keith Davison, fresh from his personal best time and third place in the Chevy Chase, may 
have found the pace of a botanical walk very pedestrian, but he heard a Sedge Warbler in this bog 
to raise his spirits. 
 
The final part of the walk took us along the edges of crop fields and beside a strip of ‘game crop’ 
from which a few plants of Chickory and Musk (or Nodding) Thistle had escaped.  We skirted 
East Lilburn Pond which had plenty of Mallard and a few Tufted Duck, but nothing else visible. 
 
At various points on the walk we looked in detail at the genus Rumex – the Sorrels and Docks.  We 
successfully identified Broad-leaved, Curled, Wood and Clustered Docks and Common Sorrel 
and Ian Filtness found a plant that was almost definitely a hybrid between the first two of these. 
 
Altogether we saw more than 130 species and 51 of these had not previously been recorded for the 
East Lilburn tetrad.  Meanwhile Mick McMahon showed that a plant walk need not be just about 
plants and recorded 5 butterfly species, lots of Common Blue Damselflies and a couple of 
interesting fungi.  Despite the early rain there was general agreement that it had been an interesting 
day, even though it may not have converted anyone new to Richard’s obsession with botany. 

 
The Quaking Grass photo is from a 
rather nice French website called 
Flore en Ligne. 
 
The Mimulus photo is from the 
British Wild Flowers site and shows 
flowers similar to those we found at 
East Lilburn. 
 
 

 
Richard 



PLANT CORNER 

East Lilburn, where we had our AWG Plant Day in July, has some significant areas of proper lowland bog.  
Despite my now almost non-existent sense of smell even I could tell that there was a pretty pungent aroma 
coming from the wet ground when you plodged into it.  Some parts were even properly quaking - the mat of 
vegetation moved up and down as you walked across it.  It was better not to think too hard about the depth 
of the water and liquid mud that you’d be in if you went through it. 
 

But Botany demands sacrifice and sometimes danger (I’ve found!) and 
there was an impressive range of bog plants to be found, of which I’ll 
choose just three of the larger ones.  One section of the bog had some 
landmark clumps of a very big sedge standing out above the rest of the 
vegetation.  Many sedges can be difficult 
to identify unless you’ve spent some time 
learning them, but this species, Greater 
Tussock Sedge (Carex paniculata) is 
unmistakeable because of the way it 

grows in such prominent tussocks.  Most sedges share the common 
characteristic of having stems that are more or less triangular in cross-
section and this is enough to tell you that you’re not looking at one of the big 
grasses that also can form tussocks. 
 

Next there was a good find for North Northumberland.  Swan’s Flora has 
Fool’s Watercress (Apium nodiflorum) as ‘localised and occasional’ in our 
area, so finding some really dense patches was excellent.  The official list 
of species in the tetrad (2km x 2km) within which East Lilburn falls 
contains 177 species, but very surprisingly not Fool’s Watercress.  I really 
don’t know how the various 
botanists can have missed it – so one 
up to us.   You can see from the 

photos that the flower heads are fairly typical of the family Apiaceae 
which includes Cow Parsley, Angelica etc.  What is not typical is the way 
each cluster of flowers emerges not at the top of the plant but at points 
on the stems opposite emerging leaves.  It’s not unique in that, but unusual. 
 

The common name comes from the fact that before the plants start to flower the leaves 
can be confused with true Watercress which is from a totally different plant family.  
Fortunately Fool’s Watercress isn’t poisonous, but it also lacks Watercress’s flavour and 
‘bite’. 
 

Finally there was Bulrush (Typha latifolia) which some authors used to call Common 
Reedmace, reserving the name Bulrush for a quite different tall rush.  Common sense has 
now prevailed and what we all know to be a Bulrush is a Bulrush.  These can be 
magnificent plants, growing as high as 2.5m (c. 8ft).  Visually it is a pity that they tend to 
retain a lot of the previous year’s dead foliage and flower remains which can make stands 
look a bit tatty, particularly early in the season. 
 

The flower heads have a top end tuft that consists of yellow male flowers and then below 
is the cigar-shaped female spike and by July when we saw them the male flowers had 
already withered and the female ones were ripening, having been fertilised by the pollen. 
 
Richard Poppleton 
 



Stewchat…
Flaming June, mid summer? No not really, I feel that accolade really goes to July,
but the days are now at their longest and if the weather is good we have more time
to be out ‘in the field’. Fortunately for us, the weather remained largely clement for
most of the month.

During the first week, we were on holiday on North Uist. Our first time on the Outer
Hebrides, but it wont be our last, it was fantastic. Highlights included, Corncrake,
Otter, Corn Bunting, Red necked Phalarope, Golden Eagle and daily sightings of
Hen Harrier, even while eating breakfast! For me though one of the best things, was
catching up with the Great Yellow Bumblebee, one of the rarest bees in the UK. It
thrives on the machair here due to the abundance of wild flowers.

Figure 1; Outer Hebrides W ildlife



We returned home on 7th June to be met with a message offering to show me a very
rare ‘fern’. Chris Metherill kindly met up with me and pointed out the Lady
Clermont’s Spleenwort, less than half a mile from our house and it’s the only one in
the UK. The plant is actually a hybrid between Maidenhair Spleenwort and Wall
Rue, with which it shared a low piece of wall.

Figure 2; Lady C lermont's Spleenwort ( left) w ith Maidenhair Spleenwort.

During the fine weather, we were a bit lazy, spending time sitting around in the
garden. It is here that you can be amazed at how many different wildlife sightings
you can get. For me its now becoming a bit of an obsession, where every little
garden weed is scrutinized, to find its identity.

Inspired by the NoMow campaign for lawns, I left a small patch uncut. It soon
blossomed with Cats Ear, a plant I was pleased to learn how to separate from
Rough Hawkbit. Staying with the theme, there were plenty of Orange Hawkweed
flowering in the garden too. It was while looking at the plants, a single floret of
Ground Elder gave me two new species of micro moth, and the two smallest species
into the bargain. They were Micropterix aruncella and Micropterix calthella. They
were minute, being only the size of tiny corn flies (Thrips) and would easily be
overlooked in any ones garden. Please look closer!



Figure 3; M icropterix aruncella (Moth)

June sees the Howick Village Wood at its best with masses of Meadow Sweet,
Ragged Robin and Northern Marsh Orchid in flower. Insects are also about, but
the highlight has the be the display flight of the Gold Swift moth. Up to 20 males
were seen dancing around low over the grass. Like grouse, this is called ‘lekking’.
Are rare species in Northumberland, I make an effort to record it here each year. On
a sunny day you could spend hours in this open wood just looking at the various
Bees, Hoverflies and Butterflies etc that emerge. It was on one of these sessions I
saw a late Orange Tip butterfly that turned out to be my last of the year, bumping
into a Meadow Brown, that was an early first for the year. These two don’t often
meet…

On 22nd, a trip up the Harthope Valley to target yet another bee was met with
success.
A variety of species were found other than the scarce ‘bombus’, as is usually the
case when you go out to target a speciality. There were Curlews with chicks,
Whichat, Lesser Redpoll and Spotted Flycatcher. A tiny Brown Trout darted off,
disturbed by our shadows, as we checked patches of flowering Bell Heather,
Climbing Corydalis and Wood Cranesbill for our target – Mountain Bumblebee
Bombus monticola. We eventually saw 4 or 5 of them but they were elusive
creeping through the heather fronds before drilling into the side of the tiny flower to
get the nectar.

Some excitement came on 24th when a report of a singing male Little Bittern came
through from Gosforth Park. I had one visit for three hours but was unsuccessful. I’ve
seen some abroad, so I didn’t get too worried. While waiting, bent double, a nice
imm Water Rail wing flickered and danced about the mud just outside the hide. A
yaffling Green Woodpecker in the trees seemed to be ridiculing us…



Another warm day on 28th June and we were back out in the garden. A male Marsh
Harrier didn’t pause as it casually flapped south over head and a good selection of
butterflies came and went. Large Skipper, Meadow Brown, Red Admiral,
Speckled Wood and Large White were all recorded.

The month ended at Newton Pool / Beadnell Bay with sightings of Little Gull, 2,000
Arctic Terns, several Pyramidal Orchids and a lone Bee Orchid..

As I write this in early July, the longest day is behind us and autumn migration looms
large…

Figure 4; Bee Orchid, Mountain Bumblebee and Curlew chick.

Stewart Sexton, Howick.



Moth Night.
Hello all,
            Here are the details of the catch we had on Saturday 5th July. As the overnight temperature
dropped to only 4 degrees with a clear sky and bright moon, the numbers and species were much
lower than expected. We ran 5 traps overnight from 10pm – 4am catching only 88 moths of 35 spe-
cies. To put this in context, last night I ran my single trap in the garden and caught 210 moths of 48 sp.
Better luck next time…

Still, everyone who came seemed to enjoy it and ended up seeing something new, cake and chocolate
was widely praised and we all had some good ‘crack’. It was nice to put on something ‘different’ at our
village hall. Other wildlife seen included a Hedgehog, several Pipistrelle Bats and two escaping cows
legging it up the road!

Below is the full list noting some highlights…

1356  Garden Pebble (Evergestis forficalis)  1
1640  Drinker (Euthrix potatoria)  5
1653  Buff Arches (Habrosyne pyritoides)  1
(below)

1708  Single-dotted Wave (Idaea dimidiata)  1
1758  Barred Straw (Eulithis pyraliata)  3
1776  Green Carpet (Colostygia pectinataria)  2
1777  July Highflyer (Hydriomena furcata)  1

Taxa
0018  Map-winged Swift (Hepialus
fusconebulosa)  4 ( below)

0018  Map-winged Swift (Hepialus fusconebulosa
f. gallicus)  1
0464  Diamond-back Moth (Plutella xylostella)  1
0945  Aethes cnicana  1
1021  Flax Tortrix (Cnephasia asseclana)  1
1293  Garden Grass-veneer (Chrysoteuchia
culmella)  1
1334  Scoparia ambigualis  3



1931  Peppered Moth (Biston betularia)  1 (below)
Not a rare moth, but a real crowd pleaser! Its
camouflage when placed on a tree trunk was
appreciated by all

1981  Poplar Hawk-moth (Laothoe populi)  3
(below) Always a show stopper, this common
moth is always surprising to beginners

2057  Garden Tiger (Arctia caja)  13 (below) A na-
tionally declining species still doing quite well at
Howick

2089  Heart and Dart (Agrotis exclamationis)  5

2102  Flame Shoulder (Ochropleura plecta)  1

2107  Large Yellow Underwing (Noctua pronuba)
5

2120  Ingrailed Clay (Diarsia mendica)  1

2126  Setaceous Hebrew Character (Xestia c-ni-
grum)  1

2128  Double Square-spot (Xestia triangulum)  2

2130  Dotted Clay (Xestia baja)  1

2160  Bright-line Brown-eye (Lacanobia oleracea)
2

2198  Smoky Wainscot (Mythimna impura)  3

2199  Common Wainscot (Mythimna pallens)  1

2321  Dark Arches (Apamea monoglypha)  7

2322  Light Arches (Apamea lithoxylaea)  1

2327  Clouded Brindle (Apamea epomidion)
1(below) A scarce moth in Northumberland with
only one or two records per year across the coun-
ty.

2343x  Common Rustic agg. (Mesapamea secalis
agg.)  5

2387  Mottled Rustic (Caradrina morpheus)  1

2434  Burnished Brass (Diachrysia chrysitis)  2  (be-
low)



2442  Beautiful Golden Y (Autographa pulchrina)
1(below)

2450  Spectacle (Abrostola tripartita)  1(below)

88 Moths of 35 sp

 Many thanks to everyone who attended, and to those who assisted in the operation. Till next time…

Stewart

Greenleighton – the unknown part of the Wallington Estate.

A small band of AWG members had a great day out with Paul Hewitt from the National Trust at Wallington
or should I say the Greenleighton area.  The Greenleighton quarry was resplendent in its yellow and purples
of Cat's ear, Mouse-eared hawkweed, Common bird's foot-
trefoil and Common spotted orchid as well as a range of other
plants.

The small numbers meant that we could all jump into off-road
vehicles and travel out to the 'Moss' where we found lots of
Round-leaved sundew, Bog Rosemary and Bog asphodel. At
least two Large heath butterflies were a real treat.  There were
also Meadow browns, Small heath and Green-veined white
butterflies and at least two pairs of Curlew.

Finally our trip headed for Rothley lakes.  This created a stir with
the shear beauty of the site.  Looking at the maps or landscape,
you would not know that it had been designed with some input from Capability Brown.  Wildlife highlights
included four species of dragonfly /damselfly; Four-spot chaser, Common blue damselfly, Blue-tailed

damselfly and Large red damselfly. Interesting plants included Skullcap, Enchanter's
nightshade and good numbers of Common spotted orchids and Amphibious bistort.  Birds
included good numbers of Little grebe, Nuthatch and Goldcrest. Once again our thanks go
to Paul and The National Trust for being excellent hosts.
George Dodds

Please send sightings reports for July, no later than 6th August 2014 to: Ian & Keith Davison,
The Bunglow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW
Or:

Tel: 01665578357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Copies of the Monthly Newsletter
and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after the paper Newsletter Publication.



 SIGHTINGS  JUNE  2014 

BIRDS  

Great Crested Grebe 2 at Branton Ponds on 16th and 3 on 17th with 4(2 pairs) on 21st and 5 on 25th  

Eider 2 female with 3 young at Fenham Flats on 21st  

Common Scoter 1 at Branton Ponds on 18th  

Shelduck Pair with 4 chicks walking along road at Brandon Banks on 22nd seen on Branton 
Ponds on 25th 14 at Fenham Flats with 5 young on 21st  

Hobby 1 near Roseden on 25th  

Quail 1 at Branton on 10th 1 at Windy Gyle on 14th at Smeafield on 8th  

Water Rail 1 at Branton Ponds on 10th  

Woodcock 1 at Holystone Woods on 8th  

Lapwing 2 chicks at Ingram farm on 23rd  

Ringed Plover 2 at Branton Ponds on 5th  

Little Ringed Plover 1 at Branton Ponds on 7th  and 1 on 16th  

Common Sandpiper 1 at Branton Ponds on 18th  

Curlew 53 at Fenham Flats on 21st  

Common Tern 3 at Branton Ponds on 17th 1 at Branton Ponds on 25th  

Turtle Dove 1 at Harehope 

Cuckoo 1 at Holburn Moss on 6th 1 at Kimmer Lough on 23rd 1 at Mounthooly in College 
Valley on 11th  

Long-eared Owl 1 at Glanton on 25th  

Barn Owl 1 near Hipsburn on 4th 1 at Branton on 7th 1 at Branton Ponds on 8th 1 at Branton 
on 19th 1 at Brandon on 22nd carrying food, nest with 4 young at Brandon at end of 
month  

Little Owl 1 at Branton on 11th  

Nightjar 2 at Holburn Moss on 6th  

Kingfisher 1 at Branton Ponds on 10th and 26th  

Green Woodpecker 1 at Holburn Moss on 6th  

Great Spotted Woodpecker Family of 4 at Smeafield on 19th  

Skylark 5 at Smeafield on 21st  

Reed Warbler 1 at Branton Ponds on 17th  

Great Reed Warbler 1 at Cresswell Pond on 4th   

Garden Warbler Several at Branton Ponds all month 

Spotted Flycatcher 3 at Holystone Woods on 8th 1 at Branton on 26th  

Raven 6 over Barrowburn on 14th  

Starling Mini murmuration at Newton Lowsteads on 30th   

Common Crossbill 50+ at Thrunton Woods on 5th  

INSECTS  

Elephant Hawk Moth 1 at Branton on 2nd 1 at Branton on 6th 1 at Holystone Woods on 8th 3 at Branton 
on 11th  

Small Elephant Hawk Moth 1 at Branton on 10th  

Poplar Hawk Moth 1 at Branton on 5th  

Yellow Shell 1 at Branton Ponds on 18th  

Beautiful Golden Y 1 at Branton on 5th   



Peach Blossom moth 1 at Branton on 22nd  

Silver Y 1 at Holystone Woods on 8th 1 at Branton Ponds on 11th  

Small Angle Shades  1 at Branton on 5th  

Small Argent and Sable 2 in Upper Coquet on 14th  

Small Magpie 1 at Branton on 6th  

Buff Tip 1 at Branton Ponds on 8th  

Speckled Wood 2 at Branton Ponds on 16th  

Meadow Brown 1 at Branton Ponds on 18th 1 at Smeafield on 3rd  

Large Heath 2 at Kimmer Lough on 23rd  

Small Tortoiseshell 1 at Smeafield on 6th and 3 on 20th  

Dark Green Fritillary 1 at Smeafield on 17th  

Ringlet Several at Branton Ponds on 20th  

Large Skipper 4 at Branton Ponds on 18th  

Four Spotted Chaser Several at Kimmer Lough on 23rd  

Araneus Quadratus spider 1 at North Bank Belford on 22nd  

MAMMALS  

Wild Goat 15 at Windy Gyle on 14th  

Red Squirrel 1 at Branton on 19th  

Brown Hare 6 at Ingram on 22nd 2 at Newton Lowsteads on 4th   

Stoat 1 at Newton Lowsteads on 5th  

Hedgehog 4 small young hedgehogs seen in Yearle gdn last week. 2 adults of different sizes 
also seen (one large, one middle sized).  

PLANTS  

Wood Cranesbill  Barrowburn hay meadows on 14th  

Pignut Barrowburn hay meadows on 14th  

Dog Rose In flower from beginning of month at Branton Ponds 

Common Spotted Orchid 1 at Branton Ponds on 21st  

Bee Orchid 1 at Long Nanny on 12th  

Chickweed Wintergreen At Kimmer Lough on 23rd  

Butterwort Near Dunsdale on 11th  

Starry Saxifrage Near Dunsdale on 11th  

AMPHIBIANS  

Toad 100's of Toadlets at Branton Ponds on 17th  

Palmate Newt 1 at Branton Ponds on 25th  

REPTILES  

Adder 2 at Branton Ponds all month 

RAINFALL 36.7mm 

OBSERVERS R Bell, V Boulton,  J Clark,  I&K Davison,  G Dodds,  A Gibson,  S Reay, 
S Williams,  J&S Wilson 
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