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NEXT	  MEETING:	  WEDNESDAY,	  SEPTEMBER	  24TH	  2014	  –	  BATS	  OF	  THE	  NORTH	  EAST	  –	  SPEAKER	  –	  HAZEL	  MAKEPEACE	  
Hazel	   Makepeace	   is	   a	   leading	   member	   of	   the	   Northumberland	   Bat	   Group	   whose	   members	   are	   dedicated	   to	   the	  
conservation	   of	   bats	   in	   our	   county.	   	  Members	   receive	   training	   and	  many	   are	   licensed	   to	   handle	   bats	   and	   visit	   their	  
roosts.	   	  Hazel	  will	  be	  able	   to	  give	  plenty	  of	   information	  about	   the	  bat	  species	  of	  Northumberland	  and	  make	  us	  much	  
better	  informed	  about	  this	  group	  of	  mammals	  that	  are	  poorly	  understood	  by	  the	  general	  public.	  
	  

WHAT	  TO	  LOOK	  OUT	  FOR	  IN	  SEPTEMBER	  
Even	  in	  early	  August,	  the	  birds	  are	  singing.	  	  Willow	  Warblers	  and	  Chiffchaffs	  were	  still	  in	  song	  today	  at	  Wooler	  and	  
there	  are	  birds	  sitting	  on	  eggs.	  	  In	  the	  House	  Martin	  nest	  at	  Bank	  House,	  our	  parents	  are	  thought	  to	  be	  incubating	  their	  
second	   clutch	   of	   eggs.	   	   After	   a	   lot	   of	   commotion,	   brood	   one	  were	   sent	   packing	  with	   the	   rest	   of	   the	   juveniles	   of	   the	  
village.	   	   A	   cloud	   of	   thirty	   individuals	   were	   seen	   in	   the	   evening	   sunlight	   and	   were	   not	   present	   the	   next	   day.	   	   Once	  
hatched,	  brood	  two	  will	  have	  a	  race	  against	  time	  to	  fledge,	  lay	  down	  some	  fat	  reserves	  and	  then	  set	  off	  south	  before	  the	  
temperatures	  drop	  too	  drastically.	  
	  
September	  is	  a	  fantastic	  month	  for	  looking	  for	  wildlife.	  	  Migration	  is	  in	  full	  flow;	  birds,	  butterflies	  and	  dragonflies	  are	  all	  
on	  the	  move.	   	  One	  of	  the	  most	  spectacular	  occurrences	  in	  early	  September	  can	  be	  a	   ‘fall’	  of	  migrants.	   	  This	  mass	  bird	  
arrival	   of	   birds	   is	   prized	   by	   birdwatchers	   and	   twitchers	   alike	   and	   it	   is	  worth	   experiencing	   for	   anyone	   interested	   in	  
wildlife.	   	   These	   migrations	   usually	   occur	   in	   misty	   or	   foggy	   conditions	   with	   a	   north	   easterly	   wind.	   	   Thousands	   of	  
warblers,	   finches,	   flycatchers,	   Redstarts	   and	   Goldcrests	   can	   descend	   on	   places	   such	   as	   Holy	   Island,	   Bamburgh,	   Low	  
Newton	  and	  Craster.	  	  Small	  hawthorn	  bushes	  can	  be	  filled	  with	  birds	  to	  almost	  bursting	  point.	  
	  
In	  the	  moth	  trap,	  things	  are	  starting	  to	  quieten	  down.	  	  A	  number	  of	  the	  autumnal	  coloured	  moths	  will	  start	  to	  appear.	  	  
Species	  such	  as	  the	  Frosted	  Orange,	  Brick,	  Sallow,	  Centre-‐barred	  Sallow	  and	  the	  Angle	  Shades.	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Frosted	  Orange	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sallow	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  Angle	  shades	  
	  
As	   you	   can	   see	   from	   above	  many	   of	   these	  moths	   look	   like	   autumn	   leaves	   that	   have	   started	   to	   turn	   colour.	   	   A	  well	  
vegetated	   garden	   should	   see	   a	   good	   array	   of	   these	   moths	   visiting	   your	   lights.	   	   Another	   method	   is	   to	   use	   create	   a	  
concoction	  of	  fermented	  wine,	  sugar	  and	  bananas	  to	  lure	  these	  colourful	  beasties.	  



September	  can	  be	  a	  good	  time	  to	  look	  for	  Otters	  especially	  females	  with	  cubs.	  	  Any	  piece	  of	  flowing	  or	  standing	  water	  
has	  the	  potential	  to	  attract	  this	  large	  mustelid.	  	  Patience	  and	  /	  or	  a	  great	  deal	  of	  luck	  can	  be	  required	  but	  look	  for	  signs	  
of	  spraint	  in	  prominent	  areas	  or	  signs	  of	  tracks	  in	  mud.	  	  	  
September	  can	  be	  a	  spectacular	  month	  and	  the	  wildlife	  can	  be	  equally	  as	  good	  

Jack	  Daw	  
	  
	  

Please	  send	  sightings	  reports	  for	  August,	  no	  later	  than	  6th	  September	  2014	  to:	  Ian	  &	  Keith	  Davison,	  The	  
Bungalow,	  Branton,	  Powburn,	  NE66	  4LW	  	  

or	  Tel:	  01665	  578	  357	  or	  email	  to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk	  Copies	  of	  the	  monthly	  
Newsletter	  and	  sightings	  will	  be	  made	  available	  on	  the	  web	  site	  one	  month	  after	  the	  paper	  publication. 

	  



FIELD TRIP REPORT – Sunday 13th July 
 
An intrepid group of five set off from East Lilburn Farm for some botanising.  When we left the cars 
the  morning’s heavy rain had stopped.    15  minutes  later  we  were  half  wishing  we’d  stayed  in  bed. 
 
Bur we plodged on through some wet and rather nettley woodland where there were masses of 
Opposite-leaved Golden Saxifrage, plus other interesting species like Common Figwort, 
Skullcap and Reed Canary Grass.  A couple of days earlier on a recce Jim Clark had found 
several sets of Otter tracks on the mud beside the river, but the extra rain had covered these up. 
 
Once out of the wood there was an excellent topographical distinction in the next half mile between 
a raised ridge of glacial deposit – probably an elongated drumlin – and the lower ground around it, 
much of which was very marshy.  We were lucky that as we came out on to this open ground the 
rain stopped and the rest of the day was in dry and occasionally even sunny conditions. 
 
The drumlin was heavily sheep-grazed and had typical species of dry neutral grassland.  We found 
Thyme, Common  Bird’s-foot Trefoil, Heath Milkwort, Cat’s-ear, Mouse-eared Hawkweed and 
Quaking Grass.  The stand-out plants in the boggy areas were Greater Tussock Sedge, 
Common Spotted Orchid, Ragged Robin, Marsh Speedwell, Bogbean, Marsh Cinquefoil and 
Common Valerian. 
 
One particular bog – the last one we explored – was rather different.  It had more of a flow of ground 
water running through it and there was a mass of Fool’s  Water-cress, Bulrush and an 
undetermined species of Mimulus which might have been Blood Drops Emlets or perhaps a 
hybrid.  Keith Davison, fresh from his personal best time and third place in the Chevy Chase, may 
have found the pace of a botanical walk very pedestrian, but he heard a Sedge Warbler in this bog 
to raise his spirits. 
 
The  final  part  of  the  walk  took  us  along  the  edges  of  crop  fields  and  beside  a  strip  of  ‘game  crop’  
from which a few plants of Chickory and Musk (or Nodding) Thistle had escaped.  We skirted 
East Lilburn Pond which had plenty of Mallard and a few Tufted Duck, but nothing else visible. 
 
At various points on the walk we looked in detail at the genus Rumex – the Sorrels and Docks.  We 
successfully identified Broad-leaved, Curled, Wood and Clustered Docks and Common Sorrel 
and Ian Filtness found a plant that was almost definitely a hybrid between the first two of these. 
 
Altogether we saw more than 130 species and 51 of these had not previously been recorded for the 
East Lilburn tetrad.  Meanwhile Mick McMahon showed that a plant walk need not be just about 
plants and recorded 5 butterfly species, lots of Common Blue Damselflies and a couple of 
interesting fungi.  Despite the early rain there was general agreement that it had been an interesting 
day, even though it may not have converted anyone new to Richard’s obsession with botany. 

 
The Quaking Grass photo is from a 
rather nice French website called 
Flore en Ligne. 
 
The Mimulus photo is from the 
British Wild Flowers site and shows 
flowers similar to those we found at 
East Lilburn. 
 
 

 
Richard 



PLANT CORNER 

For a change I’ve decided this month not to choose species on any more-or-less logical botanical basis, but 
to go for marks for artistic impression!  Many plants have amazing structural and visual features, usually 
associated with their flowers and sometimes with their fruit.  All the adaptations have relevance to the 
functions of the plant reproductive processes, and sometimes they are visually stunning. 

My first example is an alien plant that is sometimes planted to encourage 
pollinators such as bees.  I saw a field of Phacelia (Phacelia tanacetifolia) 
near Ancroft several years ago and assumed they had been planted by 
some agreement with Willie Robson for his Chain Bridge Honey Farm 
bees, although it could have been the farmer wanting to improve the 
environment for pollinators for his own crops.  Hoverflies are also 
attracted by Phacelia and their larvae eat aphids, so there could be a 
double benefit.   

This year a small field in front of our house has a section that has also 
been planted with a seed mix that includes Phacelia.  What I think is a 
wonderful artistic feature is the way the flowers develop as coils, gradually ripening along their length as 
they uncoil over many weeks.  Phacelia  is closely related to the family Boraginaceae which includes the 
Forget-me-nots whose floral inflorescences also tend to develop in coils. 

Then there’s Grass of Parnassus (Parnassia palustris) – not a 
grass at all – which grows most reliably in wet upland areas and 
is quite common in the western parts of our area.  The 
architecture and symmetry of the flower are amazing.   

To insect eyes the veins on the petals will show up strongly in 
the ultra violet part of the spectrum and act as nectar guides, 
ensuring the pollinator comes into good contact with the 
yellow stamens and the white stigmas.  Quite why the stamens 
are arranged in such artistic patterns isn’t clear, but visually it’s 
very effective. 

On a botanical field trip recently Rosi Bowyer from Hexham took this great 
photo of the ripe fruits of Cut-leaved Crane’s-bill (Geranium dissectum).  In 
the right hand fruit the capsules have not yet sprung up into the fully ripe 
position which flings the seeds out.  The ripe one looks to me like one of 
those mechanisms in decorative clocks where the pendulum effect is 
achieved by a set of weights rotating first one way then the other. 

Then finally, and perhaps the winner in the floral 
artistic stakes, is this Fly Orchid (Ophrys insectifera) 
which I photographed this summer in Sweden.  We 
get fly orchids in Britain, but not in Northumberland 
and I’ve never seen them here.  You certainly 
couldn’t blame large flies for being deceived by the 
flowers into thinking that fellow flies had found a food source and going to join them.  
Attracting pollinators by smell is one stratagem, but having flowers that mimic the 
insects themselves is a really cunning ploy. 

Richard Poppleton 



Stewchat…   

July was another reasonable, pleasant, month, quite warm and humid and on the 
coast, largely dry. 

Although it is high summer, already there are signs that autumn is just around the 
corner, but before I get on to that, July is the peak month for the garden moth trap. 
On the 5th I arranged another Moth Night at the Howick Village Hall with high hopes 
and expectations of surpassing last years successful event. Being in July instead of 
August I had no doubt we would have traps brimming with a huge variety of 
lepidoptera. What I didn’t cater for was that the Moth evening would co-incide with 
the coldest, clearest, night of the whole summer period. When  I got up at dawn on 
the 6th to cover the catch, it was down to 4 degrees, more like March than July! 

So, instead of hundreds of moths we made do with a measly 88 of only 35 species 
from 5 traps. On every other night trapping since then using one trap in my garden I 
have taken several hundred per night of up to 90 species. Indeed the next night after 
the event I had 210 moths of 48 species, peaking on 22nd with 622 moths of 97 
species. 

These catches have included several new and exciting species for the garden 
including-  

	  

Figure	  1:	  Bedstraw	  Hawkmoth,	  a	  very	  scarce	  migrant.	  



	  

Figure	  2:	  Nutmeg,	  a	  very	  scarce	  moth	  in	  the	  county.	  

	  

Figure	  3:	  Heart	  and	  Club.	  The	  first	  in	  the	  county	  since	  2007.	  

	  

Despite constant trapping effort for the last 5 years, new species continue to arrive. 
Its amazing the diversity in one garden. 



While moths kept the nights very busy, what better way to spend a warm summer 
day than lounging around enjoying the garden. A good list of butterflies paid a visit – 
Green veined and Large Whites, Speckled Wood, Wall Brown, Meadow Brown, 
Ringlet, Large and Small Skipper. Small Copper, Red Admiral and Peacock 
brigtened the days. 

	  

Figure	  4:	  Small	  Skipper,	  a	  garden	  first.	  

As the local breeding birds, end their season and start to moult, the village turns very 
quiet. Our tame local Blackbird even became a recluse, only venturing out to 
sunbathe near the vegetable bed, but farther afield, things are stirring. A 
restlessness is already setting in with Swallows on the wires in the morning and 
Swifts moving south overhead. Down on the shore, the first returning waders are 
already back or dropping in on their way further south. 

A visit to the Coquet and Aln Estuaries on 20th turned up a typical early selection with 
Common Sandpiper, Greenshank, Whimbrel and Knot in with flocks of newly 
arrived Lapwing, Curlew, Dunlin and Oystercatcher. Two lucky birders turned up a 
couple of ‘mega’ rarities while scanning these flocks, firstly a Collared Pratincole 
from southern Europe was found at Castle Island on the River Wansbeck, followed 
by an American Stilt Sandpiper at Cresswell Pond. 

 

	  



	  

Figure	  5:	  Collared	  Pratincole	  with	  Lapwings.	  Picture	  taken	  with	  my	  phone	  held	  to	  the	  scope,	  hence	  the	  poor	  quality!	  

	  

Figure	  6:	  Knot	  in	  breeding	  plumage.	  



 As July draws to a close, flocks of locally bred warblers mix in with tits, wrens etc to 
roam the hedgerows, fattening up before the migration. Whitethroat, Willow 
Warbler and Chiffchaff were seen passing through the garden briefly.  

Further inland, we had a walk around Detchant Woods mainly to look for dragonflies, 
but plenty of small birds and other invertebrates attracted attention. Only a single 
Hawker sp was seen that remained elusive.  

Butterflies were plentiful again plus some odd looking flies that were quite vicious 
looking!  They were – 

	  

Figure	  7:	  Tachina	  grossa 

These are huge, almost an inch long, the size of a bumblebee and parasitize large 
caterpillars such as that of the Norther Eggar moth. I’m glad it didn’t take an interest 
in me… 

In August, migration is in full swing… 

 

Stewart Sexton, Howick... 

	  

 



 SIGHTINGS JULY 2014 

BIRDS  
Great Crested Grebe 5 birds at Branton Ponds from beginning of month including pair on nest with eggs 2 at 

Branton Ponds on 12th 

Little Grebe 1 pair with nest at Branton Ponds 

Manx Shearwater 17 at Craster on 20th 

Little Egret 1 at Fenham Flats on 13th 3 at Warkworth Gut on 20th 5 at Cresswell Pond on 20th 

Spoonbill 4 at Cresswell Pond on 20th 

Mallard 150 at Smeafield on 30th 

Teal 90 at Smeafield on 30th 

Red Kite 1 at Eslington on 13th 

Marsh Harrier 2 at East Chevington on 20th 

Merlin 1 on Cheviot on 23rd 

Peregrine 1 on Cheviot on 23rd 1 at Smeafield on 30th 

Collared Pratincole 1 at Castle Island on 28th 

Avocet 10 at Cresswell Pond on 20th 

Ringed Plover 1 at Branton Ponds on 11th 

Golden Plover 1 with 2 young on Cheviot on 23rd 

Greenshank 1 at Branton Ponds on 8th and 2 on 13th 1 at Cresswell Ponds on 22nd 1 at Castle Island on 29th 

Redshank 100+ at Amble Braid on 20th 

Curlew 200 at Smeafields on 23rd 

Whimbrel 17 at Fenham Flats on 13th 

Black-tailed Godwit 12+ at Cresswell Pond on 20th 15 at Newton scrape on 22nd 

Common Sandpiper 12 at Branton Ponds on 18th 3 at Amble Braid on 20th 19 at Branton Ponds on 19th 

Curlew Sandpiper 1 at Druridge Pools on 20th and 22nd 

Green Sandpiper 1 at Druridge Pools on 20th 1 at Castle Island on 29th 

Wood Sandpiper 2 at Newton Scrape on 17th 

Stilt Sandpiper 1 at Cresswell Pond on 29th 

Knot 2 at Amble Braid on 20th 

Sanderling 3 at Amble Braid on 20th 

Ruff 2 at Cresswell Pond on 20th 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 9 at Branton Ponds on 10th 

Roseate Tern 4 at Craster on 20th 

Tawny Owl Several around Branton all month 

Barn Owl 1 at Brandon Ford on 11th 1 near Powburn on 13th 1 at Branton on 18th 1 at Seaton Point on 
20th 1 at East Chevington on 20th 

Swift Several over Wooler on 19th 50+ over Foxton on 20th 

Kingfisher 1 on Waren Burn on 14th 1 at Branton Ponds on 24th 

Yellow Wagtail 2 at Newton Scrape on 22nd 

Wheatear Several juveniles in Harthope Valley on 12th 

Redstart 3 at Branton on 5th 1 at Branton Ponds on 7th 



Mistle Thrush 1 at Newton Lowsteads on 4th 

Song Thrush 1 at Newton Lowsteads on 4th 

Grasshopper Warbler 1 at East Chevington on 26th 

Willow Warbler Many with young at Branton Ponds all month 

Chiffchaff Many with young at Branton Ponds all month 

Blackcap Family group of 6 at Branton ponds on 24th 

Spotted Flycatcher At least 2 in Lucker churchyard on 14th 5 near Branton on 19th 

Hooded Crow 1 near Morpeth on 25th 

Bullfinch 2 males at Newton Lowsteads on 4th 

PLANTS  
Giant Bellflower Near Waren Burn on 14th 

Stiff Sedge Cheviot on 23rd 

Autumn Gentian At East Chevington on 26th 

Yellow Wort At Druridge Pools on 22nd 

Cowberry Cheviot on 23rd 

Cloudberry Cheviot on 23rd 

Common Cow Wheat On a Cheviot peat hag on 23rd 

INSECTS  
Golden Ringed Dragonfly 1 at Branton Ponds on 4th and 1 on 9th 

Black Darter Several near Titlington Mount on 19th 

Migrant Hawker Over a peaty puddle near Blawearie ruined farmhouse on 22nd 

Four Spotted Chaser 1 at Rothley Lakes on 5th 

Bedstraw Hawk Moth 1 at Howick on 25th 

Elephant Hawk Moth 2 at Branton on 8th 1 at Glanton on 18th 6 at Branton on 20th 

Poplar Hawk Moth 1 at Branton on 13th 1 at Glanton on 18th 

Iron Prominent 1 at Glanton on 19th 

Pebble Prominent 1 at Glanton on 19th 1 at Branton on 18th 

Lesser Swallow Prominent 1 at Branton on 20th 

Coxcomb Prominent 1 at Branton on 15th 

Yellow-tail moth 1 at Branton on 17th 

True Lovers Knot 1 at Branton on 8th 

Large Heath Butterfly 1 at Greenleighton Moss on 5th 

Grayling 2 at Fenham Flats on 13th 

Large Skipper Several at Branton Ponds on 7th 

Small Skipper 2 at Branton Ponds on 7th 

Ringlet 50+ at Smeafield on 10th 

Small Tortoiseshell 9 at Smeafield on 22nd 

Peacock Butterfly 1 at Smeafield on 30th 

Red Admiral 2 at Smeafield on 27th 

Speckled Wood 1 at Branton Ponds on 7th 



2 Spot Ladybird 1 at Kettleburn on 4th 

Alder Spittlebug 1 at Branton Ponds on 11th 

MAMMALS  
Red Squirrel 1 at Newton Lowsteads on 4th 

Porpoise 1 at Craster on 20th 

Brown Hare 1 leveret in Smeafield garden on 1st 

FISH  
Bullhead In Waren Burn on 14th 

Stone Loach In Waren Burn on 14th 

MOLLUSCS  
Fresh Water Limpet 1 in Waren Burn on 14th 

RAINFALL 49.3mm  
OBSERVERS 
V Boulton, L Capper, I&K Davison, G&G Dodds, M&M Hall, J Panton, A Keeble, R&J Poppleton, S Reay, S Sexton. 
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