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NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH 2014     
Wildlife of the Breamish Valley      Speaker: Hugh Tindle 
 
What wildlife to look for in November. 
Cold dewy mornings have been followed by warm days with little wind.  This has been one of the best 
autumns for a long time.  The autumn colours have been prolonged and there are still signs of summer with 
Common Darter and Common Hawker dragonflies and Red Admiral and Speckled Wood butterflies are 
still on the wing.  The negative side of this weather has been the lack of autumn thrushes especially 
Redwings.  At the bird table at 5 Front Street, Glanton has been very busy with over 47 House Sparrows 
visiting daily.  Other visitors have included Great Tit, Blue Tit, Robin, Greenfinch, Pied Wagtail, Dunnock, 
Starling, Wren, Jackdaw and Chiffchaff.  This is a greater accumulation of species compared to our 
previous garden at 1 South View which is less than 60m away! 
November can be one of the best months for bird watching in Northumberland.  People come from afar to 
see our array of sea-ducks, grebes and divers.  Very few places in England, do you have the chance to see all 
five species of grebe, three species of diver and a good selection of sea-duck.  A number of these species are 
quite difficult to identify especially the divers.  Typically, the Red-throated Diver is the commonest species.  
Its characteristic features are a relatively sleek bird with an up-turned bill with a straight culmen and head 
that is usually tilted slightly upwards.  The Black-throated Diver is slightly larger with a dagger-shaped bill 
which is generally carried horizontally.  The neck looks relatively thick and there is a distinctive white patch 
on the rear of the flanks.  The Great Northern Diver is a bulky thick-set bird with larger proportions 
compared to the previous two species.  It has a heavy bill which is held horizontally on a large head with 
what looks like a ‘bump’ on its forehead.  All three species can be seen anywhere along the Northumberland 
coast but the best places are off Bamburgh, Ross Sands, Cocklaburn, Berwick. 
 
 

 
 

Red-throated Diver    Black-throated Diver  Great Northern Diver 
 
Hopefully the weather will stay fine and we will be able to enjoy the colours, smells and sounds of late 
autumn. 

 Jack Daw. 



What’s	  your	  Committee	  been	  up	  to?	  
	  

We	  recently	  had	  the	  second	  of	  our	  usual	  two	  committee	  meetings	  for	  the	  
year.	  	  Here	  is	  a	  short	  summary	  of	  the	  main	  decisions	  and	  ideas	  that	  were	  
discussed.	  	  Any	  AWG	  members	  would	  be	  very	  welcome	  to	  give	  us	  feedback	  or	  
constructive	  criticism	  that	  we	  can	  then	  discuss	  at	  the	  next	  meeting.	  	  Any	  
thoughts	  can	  be	  emailed	  to	  redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk.	  
	  
1. The	  current	  committee	  consists	  of:	  	  	  George	  Dodds	  (Chair),	  Barbara	  
Welch	  (Secretary	  &	  Newsletter	  Editor),	  Richard	  Poppleton	  (Treasurer),	  	  Jim	  
Clark,	  Ian	  Davison,	  Keith	  Davison,	  Mick	  McMahon,	  Jane	  Poppleton	  and	  
Stewart	  Sexton.	  	  	  

	  
2. Members	  have	  responded	  to	  the	  request	  for	  more	  people	  willing	  to	  help	  with	  the	  tea	  and	  coffee	  

preparation.	  	  We	  feel	  it	  is	  better	  to	  ask,	  at	  each	  meeting,	  for	  people	  to	  help	  rather	  than	  to	  try	  to	  create	  a	  
formal	  rota.	  

	  
3. Speakers	  already	  need	  to	  be	  identified	  for	  September	  to	  December	  2015	  due	  to	  the	  NWT	  decision	  to	  

have	  only	  a	  single	  What’s	  On	  leaflet	  to	  cover	  a	  whole	  calendar	  year.	  	  Richard	  and	  George	  are	  pursuing	  
this.	  	  [N.B.	  NWT	  have	  very	  recently	  delayed	  this	  change	  for	  a	  year,	  so	  the	  need	  to	  find	  more	  speakers	  is	  
now	  no	  longer	  as	  urgent]	  

	  
4. We	  shall	  start	  sorting	  out	  the	  advance	  publicity	  for	  the	  Laurie	  Campbell	  event	  in	  February.	  	  All	  

committee	  members	  were	  asked	  to	  send	  Richard	  a	  list	  of	  organisations	  we	  could	  contact	  and	  locations	  
for	  advertising	  the	  event.	  	  Richard	  will	  contact	  Laurie	  again	  about	  the	  design	  of	  the	  posters	  and	  ads.	  	  An	  
extra	  committee	  will	  be	  held	  on	  4th	  November	  to	  assess	  progress	  and	  to	  decide	  on	  necessary	  actions.	  

	  
5. Finances:	  	  Two	  donations,	  each	  of	  £200,	  were	  agreed	  to	  support	  the	  Owl	  work	  being	  independently	  

carried	  out	  by	  AWG	  members,	  John	  Steele	  and	  Philip	  Hanmer,	  for	  materials	  and	  equipment.	  	  We	  shall	  
also	  consider	  the	  purchase	  of	  extra	  items	  of	  equipment	  for	  AWG	  that	  could	  be	  made	  available	  for	  loan	  to	  
members	  and	  to	  support	  field	  work.	  	  As	  a	  starter,	  AWG	  does	  not	  own	  a	  laptop	  computer	  (we	  borrow	  the	  
chairman’s	  own	  machine).	  	  We	  need	  one	  at	  every	  meeting	  for	  the	  talks	  presentations,	  so	  Stuart	  Sexton	  
was	  asked	  to	  advise	  on	  a	  suitable	  purchase.	  

	  
6. The	  bird	  surveys	  we	  do	  for	  Northumberland	  Estates	  are	  in	  need	  of	  extra	  volunteers.	  	  Members	  who	  think	  

they	  might	  be	  interested	  are	  asked	  to	  contact	  Jim	  Clark	  (01668	  217004	  or	  jandec1@tiscali.co.uk	  ).	  
	  

7. Similarly	  we	  are	  in	  need	  of	  one	  or	  two	  more	  committee	  members	  and	  anyone	  willing	  to	  put	  their	  name	  
forward	  should	  contact	  George	  Dodds	  (01665	  578645	  or	  george@georgedodds.co.uk	  ).	  

	  
8. A	  request	  has	  come	  from	  Lord	  Joicey	  for	  AWG	  to	  carry	  out	  another	  survey	  of	  Ford	  Moss	  (we’ve	  done	  this	  

twice	  before	  in	  2003	  and	  2008).	  	  We	  agreed	  to	  respond	  positively	  to	  this.	  	  Ford	  &	  Etal	  Estate	  will	  make	  a	  
donation	  to	  our	  funds.	  	  So	  here’s	  another	  opportunity	  for	  members	  to	  join	  in	  a	  field	  work	  effort.	  	  
Involvement	  could	  be	  as	  simple	  as	  taking	  a	  couple	  of	  walks	  round	  the	  perimeter	  path	  and	  recording	  the	  
birds	  you	  see	  and	  hear.	  	  If	  you	  are	  interested,	  contact	  Richard	  Poppleton	  (01668	  578346	  or	  
rich.titlington@btinternet.com	  ).	  

	  
9. George	  is	  to	  pursue	  an	  autumn	  field	  trip	  to	  Holy	  Island	  with	  Andrew	  Craggs,	  the	  Head	  Warden.	  

	  
RP	  



Meeting of 24thSeptember 2014 
 
The audience of 35 were first treated to the AGM.  The current committee was re-elected (well, no-
one objected!) and the officer positions: Chair, Secretary, and Treasurer were also unchanged.  The 
accounts, published in the May Newsletter, No. 152, were accepted.  People were also encouraged: 
to try to recruit new members; to consider getting involved in a new Ford Moss survey; to consider 
joining the team who carry out Northumberland Estates bird surveys; to seek out new leaflets for the 
information table; to consider joining the committee. 
 
George then produced a large Bolete fungus from Newton-on-the-Moor; a Shag skull; a set of joined 
vertebrae from an unknown mammal/bird; another mystery item that appeared fossilized, but was 
probably a dried, hardened horn bud from a deer. 
 
Speaker:  Hazel Makepeace from the Northumberland Bat Group started by bringing round a live 
Pipistrelle that is currently in the Bat Group rescue scheme.  The body size was minute and Jim 
Clark’s dead pinned-out Long-eared Bat provided a good size comparison.  Hazel then used a set 
of common facts/misconceptions about bats as a question and answer session with the audience. 

 
There are more than 1000 bat species worldwide of which 
only 18 are found in Britain and, of these, only 10 are in 
Northumberland.  All UK species feed exclusively on insects.  
They have high metabolic rates to generate the energy for 
flight and to maintain heat in their very small bodies, so they 
may typically eat up to 3000 mosquito-sized insects in a night.  
Unlike birds, the parents don’t have to bring food back for 
their young because, as mammals, they are fed on milk. 
 

Flight patterns vary with species and so there are some morphological differences in bones and 
membrane structures in their hands.  All Northumberland species 
hibernate in winter, although very little is known about locations.  
There is some evidence for migration in a few of the larger 
species. Bats rest hanging upside down to enable their wings to 
operate immediately they let go. 
 
Births are co-ordinated, usually in June, with each female 
producing a single offspring (very rarely twins), and they breed 
only once each year.  During active periods of the year they use 
day-time roost sites with different species using different types of 
location.  Bat boxes can be useful, but not always, and they can 
create a dilemma:  all bats and their roosts are protected by law, so if you’ve put up boxes, but are 
not a licensed handler, legally you can’t even check the boxes to see if they are being used.  
 
Bat vision is almost as good as in humans, but since they largely operate at night they mostly rely 
on echo-location.  Hazel played the sounds from several species.  Noctules are very loud because 
they fly fast and so must project the sounds further ahead.  Long-eared produce very soft sounds 
from their noses; hence their big ears to catch the very faint echoes.  Soprano and Common 
Pipistrelles can be told apart by the frequency of their calls, 55 and 45 kHz respectively. 
 
Despite surprising longevity – Pipistrelles can live for ten years and some larger species to over 30 
years – British populations have declined badly over the last 100 years due mainly to destruction of 
roost and hibernation sites and the effects of pesticides on their insect food supplies. 
 Brown Long-eared 



  

I ended last months pages with the line –  

‘With September now upon us, the next couple of months should hopefully see some 
more interesting birds being found…fingers crossed!’ 

I didn’t realise how soon and how well that prediction would be fulfilled. September 
was a dry and pleasant month with a nice spell of easterly breezes during the 
second week drifting a host of rare birds across the North Sea. 

At this time of year, birdwatchers avidly check the weather reports, looking for the 
classic settled high pressure over Scandinavia, stretching into Russia, with a low 
pressure coming in from the Atlantic causing winds to come from an easterly 
direction. Combine that with over night rain, and there will be an exciting day’s 
birding on the coast ahead. 

Fore runners of bigger things to come, were a Spotted Flycatcher in Howick Village 
on 1st, followed up with lots of warblers at Craster on the 6th including 11+ 
Blackcaps, 1 Garden Warbler, 6+ Whitethroat and 7+ Chiffchaff. The first migrant 
thrushes were dropping in with 5 + Song Thrushes on the Craster Heughs. 

A day off work on 8th encouraged me to go down to Hadston Boat Compound to see 
a Wryneck that was showing well to visitors around some fly tipped rubbish. This 
brown, leaf coloured, ground hugging, woodpecker is a fantastic bird to see with is 
reptillian behaviour as it slides and twists around tree stumps. 

	  

Figure	  1:	  Wryneck,	  Hadston.	  



Once, it was a widespread breeding bird along the south and south east of England, 
nesting in knot holes in old orchard fruit trees, but modern farming practices have 
largely done away with it as a summer breeder. Some hope came in the late 70s 
when a small breeding population was found in the Caledonian pine woods of central 
Scotland, but even that seems to have dwindled to nothing these days. 

A light easterly wind, though lacking rain, still dropped some nice migrating birds 
onto Holy Island on 14th. As well as Pied Flycatcher, Redstart and Whinchat we 
were very lucky when JWR found a very rare Greenish Warbler in some isolated 
hawthorns in the dunes of the Chare Ends. This bird breeds in the eastern taiga 
forests of Russia and eastern Europe and should be wintering in India, so to see one 
in Northumberland is quite special. The picture shows a plain little bird, like our own 
Chiffchaff but when seen it is quite different really, being between Goldcrest and 
Chiffchaff sized with a nice wing bar, pale eye stripe and a very pale underparts. 

	  

Figure	  2:	  Greenish	  Warbler,	  Holy	  Island. 

Inspired by the day’s finds I decided to take a day off work again on 16th, to head 
back up to Holy Island and some other coastal sites. Highlighst at Craster were 15+ 
Chiffchaffs and 2 Redwings, new in from the north. Arriving on Holy Island, the 
very first bird seen was alovely big Barred Warbler flying from bush to bush at the 
Chare Ends, another scarce visitor from Eastern Europe. The Greenish Warbler was 
still here too and again showing well after a little perserverance. Alos 1 Spotted and 
2 Pied Flycatchers, 4 Willow Warblers, 2 Redstart and 3 Chiffchaffs. A Tree 
Pipit flew over, calling and a Wheatear was on the shore. 



More rare eastern fare came donw at Low Newton where GW had caught two Red 
breasted Flycatchers to ring at the same time! There had been a huge arrival of 
these usually very scarce birds right along the east coast of the UK. 

	  

Figure	  3:	  Two	  Red	  breasted	  Flycatchers	  in	  the	  hand. 

   On 18th I was lucky enough to get news of a Deaths Head Hawk-moth caterpillar, 
but I am leaving that tale for next month… 

Getting away from a mainly bird related article, another amzing rarity came our way 
on 19th. When checking the garden moth trap I noticed a Hedgehog on our lawn that 
didn’t look right? On checking it was an albino, complete with pink eyes’ nose and 
feet. It was a bit sickly so we kept it on a hot water bottle overnight with a cat meat 
supper until we could take it to Carol Catchpole’s Nurthumbria Hedgehog Rescue 
Centre at Longframlington. This was only the second albino pricklepiggy she has 
seen after years of working with the animals so we named him ‘Albie’. Albie and the 
other whitehog named ‘Tughall’ achieved fame in local newspapers and on BBC’s 
Look North later in the week. 



	  

Figure	  4:	  'Albie'	  the	  albino	  Hedgehog. 

  As the month full of excitement drew to a close, I didn’t expect another great 
surprise. This time, though, it was a much more tricky prospect to see, as it was an 
ocean going seabird, and it was moving at 20 miles per hour as it headed North. As I 
type this, I can scarcely believe it happened at all, but it did. 

At 8.30am, a Fea’s Petrel, a rare breeder on the Cape Verde Islands and Madiera 
was seen flying North past Flamborough Head, Yorkshire. As the birders grapevine 
kicked in, it was soon noted passing Filey Brig, and the Long Nab, Scarborough. 
Surely it wouldn’t hug the coast all the way to Northumberland? But that is exactly 
what it did. It was seen at many sites including our own Tynemouth, Cullercoats, 
Whitley Bay, Newbiggin and Cresswell on its journey north. I finally caught up with it 
as it passed Beadnell Point at a range of about  ¾ of a mile. 

Never in a million years would I have believed it possible to see a bird that had been 
in Yorkshire in the morning then North Northumberland by tea time. The very same 
individual too!  Amazing. 

My sketch below, is a very imressionistic image, but this is what I saw. I couldn’t pick 
out bill or face features  and other details due to the distance, but its flight action at 
sea was very distinctive.   

 



 

After this nothing else could surprise me, but, a text essage from my neice on 25th, 
showed that the fat lady wasn’t quite singing yet. Her friend had found a large moth 
in her garden down at Choppington and wondered what it was? I stunned when I 
saw the picture of a Clifden Nonpariel appear on the screen. This moth, or Blue 
Underwing as it used to be known, is another very rare visitor to the county with only 
5 previous records and two of those were in the 1800s. I hurried along the next 
morning to verify and collect the moth and take it to Tom Tams, the county Moth 
Recorder to prove the record. The French sounding name comes from its original 
discovery location of Cleveden and the Nonpariel part means ‘without compare’. 

  If only one would see its way into my moth trap… 



	  

Figure	  5:	  Clifden	  Nonpariel	  

   

Now, lets see how October can possibly match that lot!  

 

 

Stewart Sexton, Howick... 

	  

 



PLANT CORNER 

At the beginning of October Jane and I spent a week in Lewis in the Outer Hebrides.  Almost 
everything about the Long Island, as the chain from Barra in the south to the Butt of Lewis in the 
North is colloquially known, is ruled by the sea; not least the vegetation.  October is not the best 
month to visit, botanically speaking.  The western seaboard machair soils with their amazing spring 
and summer floral displays are largely bare of flowers.  The heather moors have mostly lost their 
autumn colour.  But despite this there are still plenty of plants of interest to find.  This article 
mentions quite a few species, so I’ve put the photographs separately at the end. 
 

The high cliff tops at the Butt of Lewis have a sward whose plants have to cope with the triple 
hazard of close grazing by sheep and rabbits, trampling by sheep and humans, and the salt spray-
laden air.  The successful species in this difficult environment tend to have leaf rosettes growing 
close-pressed to the surface and they are halophytes (salt-tolerant).  As you walk this turf you 
become aware of a carpet of the commonest species under your feet.  The two plantains, Sea 
Plantain (Plantago maritima), Buck’s-horn Plantain (Plantago coronopus) and Thrift (Armeria 
maritima) are the main ones along with close-cropped plants of the near-ubiquitous grass, Red 
Fescue (Festuca rubra). 
 

I love the leaf form of Buck’s-horn Plantain with each leaf like a miniature antler.  Although it’s a 
halophyte it isn’t limited to coastal swards.  In our area, as well as along the coast it is found at 
Ratcheugh Crag and increasingly can be found with other halophytes in some main road verges 
where the road salt creates an equivalent habitat to that at the coast.  Its flower heads are small 
versions of typical plantain flowers, with yellow stamens in late spring and early summer. 
 

The pink flowers of Thrift will be well known to everyone and many people use the alternative 
common name Sea Pink.  By October these spent flower heads give parts of the turf a straw-
coloured appearance.  Thrift is such an iconic coastal species that it is a surprise to find it along the 
metal-rich gravels of the River Tyne from the Cumbrian border from where it spread, starting in 
1850, downstream to link up with the plants along the tidal stretches of the river.   
 

Away from the cliff tops there are the rock crevices.  Some of the plants here might well also be in 
the cliff top turf if it weren’t for the grazing pressures, but some are specialists.  On some of the 
most inaccessible parts of cliffs along the west coast of Lewis is one specialist, Roseroot (Sedum 
roseum), which can only be found in Northumberland at one site high in the Hen Hole in the 
Cheviots.  Most sedums are small plants of wall tops and other rock surfaces, as well as those 
deliberately planted on ‘sedum roofs’.  Roseroot still has the swollen fleshy leaves of its smaller 
relatives, but the whole plant is quite a bit bigger and earlier in the year when it is in flower creates 
unexpected splashes of yellow on the dark cliff surfaces. 
 

Lower down, where there are small rock stacks on sandy beaches and other low sections of cliffs, it 
is well worth seeking out the small fern Sea Spleenwort (Asplenium marinum) and the distinctive 
cow parsley relative, Scots Lovage (Ligusticum scoticum).  Both these species are rare in 
Northumberland and the Lovage plants at Scremerston and Bamburgh (where they are hard to 
locate) may be the only sites in England.  Swan’s Flora reports Lovage from the north shore of Holy 
Island and at Goswick, but I’m not sure whether they are still there.  The Spleenwort is also very 
restricted, with one site near Seaton Sluice and others on our local coast near Cullernose Point and 
Cresswell.  However, both are quite common along Scottish coasts. 
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 SIGHTINGS SEPTEMBER 2014 

BIRDS  

Great Crested Grebe 7 at Branton Ponds on 22nd and 8 by the 24th 

Fea's Petrel 1 off Beadnell Point on 21st 

Manx Shearwater 1 at Holy Island on 27th 

Sooty Shearwater 20 off Beadnell Point on 21st 

Little Egret 1 at Branton Ponds on 1st 3 on Ingram Haugh on 5th 3 at Fenham 
Flats on 7th up to 4 all month in Branton area 5 at Holy Island 
causeway on 2nd 

Pale-bellied Brent Goose 340 at Fenham Flats on 7th 

Barnacle Goose Large skein over Smeafield on 23rd 

Pink-footed Goose 30+ over Branton on 20th and 80 on 22nd 

Wigeon 940 at Fenham Flats on 7th 

Goosander 48 at Branton Ponds on 25th 

Osprey 1 at Branton Ponds on 19th 

Peregrine 1 at Branton on 23rd 1 at Fenham Flats on 15th 2 at Smeafield on 
22nd 

Merlin 1 at Holy Island on 14th 1 at Fenham Flats on 20th 

Quail 6 at Smeafield on 4th 

Grey Partridge 22 at Smeafield on 9th 

Golden Plover 250 at Newton Point on 10th 2000+ at Holy Island on 16th 

Oystercatcher 770 at Fenham Flats on 7th 

Ruff 20+ at Newton Scrape on 2nd 

Little Stint 1 at Newton Scrape on 2nd 

Green Sandpiper 2 at Branton Ponds on 1st and at least one all month 2 at Hedgeley 
on 7th 1 at Branton Ponds on 29th 

Curlew Sandpiper 2 at Newton Scrape on 2nd and 6 on 10th 

Redshank 222 at Fenham Flats on 7th 

Bar -tailed Godwit 354 at Fenham Flats on 7th 

Black-tailed Godwit 1 at Newton Scrape on 10th and 4 on 18th 

Arctic Skua 1 at Holy Island on 21st 

Great Skua 1 at Holy Island on 27th 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 20+ at Branton Ponds on 23rd and 120+ on 25th 

Little Gull 2 at Holy Island on 27th 

Arctic Tern 21 at Guile Point on 7th 

Little Tern 5 at Guile Point on 7th 

Roseate Tern 1 at Budle Point on 13th 

Cuckoo 1 on Holy Island on 14th 

Barn Owl 1 at Alnwick Moor on 15th 

Tawny Owl 1 at Branton on 24th 



Little Owl 1 at Smeafield on 4th 

Kingfisher 1 at Branton Ponds on 1st 2 at Branton Ponds on 6th 

Wryneck 1 at Hadston Carrs on 10th 

Grey Wagtail 2 at Hedgeley on 7th 6 at Brandon Ford on 10th 1 at Smeafield on 7th 

Yellow Wagtail 1 at Newton Scrape on 2nd 

Siberian Stonechat 1 at Holy Island on 21st 

Common Redstart Several on Holy Island on 14th 1 at Low Newton on 18th 2 at Holy 
Island on 21st 

Black Redstart 2 on Holy Island on 14th 

Redwing 2 at Alnwick on 16th 

Barred Warbler 1 on Holy Island on 16th 

Blackcap Several at Low Newton on 20th 

Lesser Whitethroat 1 on Holy Island on 16th and 1 on 21st 1 at Branton on 21st 

Reed Warbler 1 on Holy Island on 15th 

Greenish Warbler 1 at Holy Island on 14th and 16th 

Chiffchaff Many still calling at Branton Ponds at beginning of month 

Wood Warbler 1 at Holy Island on 21st 

Yellow-browed Warbler 3 on Holy Island on 15th 1 at Low Newton on 20th 

Firecrest 1 at Holy Island on 21st 

Willow Tit 1 at Branton Ponds on 29th 

Spotted Flycatcher 2 at Holy Island on 21st 

Red-breasted Flycatcher 3 at Low Newton on 16th and 1 on 18th 

Pied Flycatcher Several on Holy Island on 14th 1 at Low Newton on 18th 1 at Holy 
Island on 21st 1 at Smeafield on 16th 

Treecreeper 1 at Branton on 10th 

Red Backed Shrike 1 on Holy Island on 14th 

Jay 1 at Smeafield on 28th 

Raven 2 over Cheviots on 18th 5 at Chillingham on 23rd 

Brambling 2 at Holy Island on 27th 

Twite 300 at Smeafield on 19th 

Reed Bunting 42 at Weetwood Moor on 18th 

MAMMALS  

Red Squirrel 1 at Branton Ponds on 4th 1 at Branton on 8th burying hazelnuts 2 on 
school field Branton on 23rd 

Grey Squirrel 1 at Barmoor on 9th 

Hedgehog 1 albino at Howick on 20th 

Weasel 1 at Smeafield on 21st 

INSECTS  

Centre-barred Sallow 4 at Branton on 3rd 

Chevron moth 6 at Branton on 3rd 



Poplar Hawk Moth 1 at Branton on 3rd 

Butterbur moth 1 at Branton on 3rd 

Bullrush Wainscot 1 at Branton on 3rd 

Brown-spot Pinion 4 at Branton on 3rd 

Frosted Orange 1 at Branton on 13th 

Small White 1 at Yearle on 30th 

Comma 1 at Yearle on 30th 

Peacock 20 at Smeafield on 2nd 2 at Yearle on 22nd and 1 on 30th 

Painted Lady 1 at Smeafield on 2nd 

Small Copper 2 at Branton Ponds on 7th 

Speckled Wood 1 at Branton Ponds on 7th and 4 on 22nd 3 at Smeafield on 16th 1 at 
Yearle on 22nd 

Small Tortoiseshell 1 at Yearle on 22nd and 1 on 30th 

Red Admiral Several at Weetwood Moor on 18th 1 at Smeafield on 24th 3 at 
Yearle on 22nd and 1 on 30th 

Southern Hawker 1 at Branton Ponds on 5th 

Common Hawker 2 at Branton Ponds on 11th 

Common Darter Several at Branton Ponds on 11th 

White-tailed Bumblebee 1 at Weetwood Moor on 18th 

Dor Beetle 1 at Weetwood Moor on 18th 

REPTILES  

Slow Worm 1 at Branton Ponds on 22nd 

Adder 1 baby Adder at Branton Ponds on 25th 

RAINFALL 23.2 mm 

OBSERVERS W Banks, G&R Bell, I&K Davison, G Dodds, A Gibson, J Givens, 

 S Reay, M Rolley, J Rutter, S Sexton, J Shell, H Tindle, J Wilson, 

 Branton Community First School. 

 
Please send sightings reports for October, no later than 6th November 2014 to: Ian & Keith 
Davison, The Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW 
or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Copies of the 
monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after 
the paper publication 

mailto:redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk
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