www.alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

Email: redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

Review of December 2014
NEWSLETTER 160
NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2015 AT 7.30P.M. AT ALNWICK PLAYHOUSE –
AN EVENING WITH LAURIE CAMPBELL – “TAKING STOCK – PART 2”
Laurie Campbell is one of Scotland’s leading natural history and landscape photographers. His award-winning
photographs regularly feature in magazines, books and exhibitions. In addition to a number of books, Laurie
writes regularly for magazines and has appeared in the television programmes Wildshots and The Photoshow.
To date he has won 23 awards (including 3 Category Winners) in the prestigious BBC Wildlife Photographer of
the Year Competition. Laurie is one of the out-standing British wildlife photographers and we should be in for
an exceptional evening of slides and commentary.

LAURIE CAMPBELL TALK
Please remember that our February meeting is special. It is on TUESDAY 24th February at Alnwick
Playhouse. LAURIE CAMPBELL will show us a range of his most recent wildlife images. It will be a two-part
presentation, with an interval.
If you don’t know Laurie, he has been a supporter of AWG since its formation in 2000 and he is one of the
top wildlife photographers in the UK. His images appear in many publications and he goes to enormous
lengths of fieldcraft and endurance to capture wildlife and the environment at its most stunning.
We really need a full house at the Playhouse. Have you bought your tickets yet? Get them from the Box
Office in person or by phone or via the Playhouse Website (www.alnwickplayhouse.co.uk). They are £10,
but only £8 for AWG members and for the under-16s. Have you persuaded your friends (and even your
enemies!) to buy tickets? When you do, make sure they know the event is being organised by AWG.
Do please make a major effort to make this event a success, both for AWG and for Laurie. With this
Newsletter is a separate file that is a poster advertising the talk. Please forward it to anyone you know who
you think may have even half a chance of being interested.
If you receive the printed version of this Newsletter there will be two copies of the A4 poster in the
envelope. Perhaps you would put them up in your local shop or on your Parish noticeboard because, to
misquote Tesco – Every little publicity helps.

Please send sightings reports for January, no later than 6th February 2015 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The
Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to
redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made
available on the web site one month after the paper publication.

WHAT WILDLIFE TO LOOK FOR IN FEBRUARY 2015.
As I write this article, we are in a period of cold, wet
and windy weather. The wildlife appears to have
hunkered down. There have been few highlights since
the beginning of the year. Owls were much in
evidence on the 8th January when a Barn owl was
calling in Glanton, Tawny owls were in much in
evidence in Alnwick and a Long-eared owl flew over
the road on Alnwick Moor. Despite the lack of snow,
there was a Stoat in ermine in the Rothley area.

Pink-footed goose

Geese are worth looking through In the Elwick, Ross
and Chesterhill area. In the last few years, there have
been up to seven different species; Pink-footed,
Greylag, Eurasian white-front, Bean, Brent (both dark
and light bellied races), Barnacle and occasionally
Canada. The first four species are part of the ‘grey’
goose group, the latter four are part of the Branta
group.
Bean goose

(some Greylag can have this feature) and black streaks
(patches) on the lower belly. This is one of the rare
‘grey’ geese in Northumberland but can occur in good
numbers if the Continent freezes.
Greylag goose

Eurasian white-front

The largest goose is the Greylag with a bulky body and
thick long neck. The orange/pink bill and pink legs can
be quite obvious. The Eurasian white-front is slightly
smaller in size to a Greylag. They have bright orange
legs. Another feature is the white area around the bill

The Pink-footed goose has a short bill, bright pink in
the middle with a black base and tip, and pink feet.
The body is mid grey-brown, the head and neck a
richer, darker brown, the rump and vent white, and
the tail grey with a broad white tip. The upper wingcoverts are of a somewhat similar pale bluish-grey as
in the Greylag and the flight feathers blackish-grey.
The species is most closely related to the Bean Goose
(having even been treated as a subspecies of it at
times in the past), sharing a similar black-andcoloured pattern bill, but differing in having pink on
the bill and legs where the Bean goose is orange, and
in the paler, greyer plumage tones. There are several
different races of Bean goose but these will be tackled
another day.
Winter birdwatching can be thoroughly rewarding
especially in Northumberland.
Jack Daw

PLANT CORNER
When you are concentrating on bird surveys you don’t
have too much time to examine the flora, but in November,
while surveying Townfoot Farm in Lesbury, I just couldn’t
ignore the broad field margins.
These had been
deliberately sown with ‘game crop’ seed mixes to provide
cover and some food for the partridges and pheasants.
Even better, in the spring and summer they attract insects
which are so important as food for the young chicks.
Even in mid-November the mild autumn had enabled some
species to continue flowering and there were still some
interesting grasses in a healthy state. Next year it would be
worth a short excursion to look at these. From the
roadside gate on the Foxton/Boulmer road out of Lesbury
(at Grid Ref NU 242 119) there’s a public bridleway that
goes straight up through the middle of the crop field
towards the Boulmer ‘golfball’ fence. You might decide it
is more friendly to skirt the crops on the right hand edge,
but strictly that’s not the line of the right of way. When you
cross the field fence line at the top, the next fields on the
right and left of the long hedge have the best margins and
if you stay along the hedge parallel to, but a field width
away from, the Boulmer fence you will still be on the
bridleway.
One
of
the
more
interesting plants that was
still in flower was Chicory
(Cichorium intybus). This is
a member of the daisy
family, Asteraceae. It is
one of the less usual blue
composite flowers but it is
also unusual in that each
flower head develops from
the side of the main stem
on such a short stalk that it
often appears to be
growing direct from the
vertical stem. Although
not truly native in Britain it
has been established here for hundreds of years, although
it has been declining in the wild. The dried roots have long
been used, ground up, as a substitute for coffee. I think I’m
right in saying that Camp Coffee was (is?) a coffee/chicory
mixture.
Common
(or
Ribbed) Melilot
(Melilotus
officinalis) is a tall
biennial
with
vetch-like spikes
of yellow flowers.
It is a fairly late
flowerer,
so
perhaps it was

less unusual to find plenty of spikes still in a good state this
late in the year. The name ‘ribbed’ comes from the fact
that the ripe brown seed pods have wrinkled ridges across
their surface. This is botanically relevant because there’s a
close relative, Tall Melilot (M. altissimus), which is most
easily told apart because its seed pods are black and hairy
and lack the ribs.

The third species still in flower in these field margins was
Wild Radish (Raphanus raphanistrum). This is one of the
two subspecies of radish found in the wild (the other is Sea
Radish). It comes with a range of flower colours from
yellow to lilac to white and it is quite easily told from the
other members of the cabbage family, Brassicaceae, by the
shape of the seed pods which are rather like a short string
of linked beads which separate when they are fully ripe.
Lastly,
the
grasses.
There
was
plenty
of
Reed Canarygrass, a tall
species
usually found
in
wetter
habitats, but
this was mostly present as
thickets of dead stems. Jim Clark
says that at Ratcheugh there have
been Sedge Warblers breeding
amongst this grass.
More
interesting for me was Bulbous
Canary-grass (Phalaris aquatica)
which I’d never seen before. This
is an introduced species sown as
game cover and if you look closely at the flower heads the
individual spikelets are green and white striped. The whole
plant is about the size of the common Cock’s-foot grass. In
bird seed mixes another close relative, Canary-grass, has
similar striped spikelets, but the flower heads on this are
much shorter and cone-shaped and you may sometimes
find it coming up in soil under your bird feeders.
Richard Poppleton

STEWCHAT
Happy New Year everyone. I hope you have had a
good Christmas too, with not too much
overindulgence.
Now we are into the January doldrums after running
around for the last month spending money we don’t
have on stuff we don’t want, its time to relax and
settle in to 2015.
As amateur naturalists and wildlife enthusiasts, what
can we do to put a boost back into our hobby for the
coming year. For my part, I am going to try and
revitalise my local patch wildlife watching. For those
of you who are unsure what Local Patching is, well it
can be anything you wish to make of it. Get out a large
scale map of the area around your home and try to
select a manageable sized area to study. About 2 or 3
square kilometres at most, but maybe 1 sq km would
be easier or even your own garden if you are not too
mobile.
Here is a bit of a checklist of what to look for when
selecting your patch. This is not exhaustive or in
tablets of stone, just a guide.
Ÿ Try to include a few habitat types. Say some
mature trees / rough grassland/pond or woodland /
river / gardens or seashore / dunes / farmland.
Ÿ
It should have easily defined boundaries. A
basic oval, square or circle shape is better than some
zig zagged stretched area, and should have some
easy access.
ŸThe area should be close enough to home to visit
regularly. Maybe a walk to work or a dog walk or
even kids to school. It is good to be able to get to at
least part of your patch daily if possible.

Ÿ

It should have potential for some wildlife!

Ÿ
Be imaginative. I like areas that are not too
closely watched by lots of other people.
Once you have done this enjoyable task, go and have
a visit to work out walking routes or view points / seats
etc. After this, amend your original idea to fit with
what you have found. Once this is done, stick with it,
try not to chop and change too much.
And that’s about it really. Once you have found a nice
area to monitor for wildlife get out there and enjoy
your first year. Make lists of the species you find. At
Howick I monitor birds, butterflies, moths, dragonflies
and mammals, but take an interest in plants and other
things too. Learn resident and breeding bird calls and
songs, and maybe count how many pairs live in your
patch.
Watching over years and seasons can learn you a great
deal about an area. Seasoned ‘patchers’ say that you
should monitor a patch for at least 7 years to ensure
you can be present during all types and vagaries of
weather. You become tuned to what is around and
what you might expect to happen, for example, at
Howick I expect my first singing Chiffchaff sometime
after the 10th March or the first Swallow around about
15th April and returning Pink footed Geese around the
18th September.
Try to make notes of what you find and send details to
the
various
records
or
to
http://www.ericnortheast.org.uk/recordingwildlife.html at the end of each season or month. Your
wildlife identification skills will improve too when you
get familiar with your local residents and visitors.
You never know, you might feel encouraged to write a
piece for the Alnwick Wildlife Group bulletin
describing how you got on!
Stewart Sexton, Howick.

Figure 1: An example of a local patch area. It has coast, a pond, woods, farmland and a village in a compact area.

Figure 2: Notebook with weather and sightings from a patch walk.

MOTH OF THE MONTH - FEBRUARY
Only the second month I have done this and already
I’m going off-piste with a larva rather than a moth.
Most of the moths that may be seen in February are
rather dull hibernating species, hence the change.
One large (7–8 cm) larva that you may come across in
many places in Northumberland, including coastal
dunes and moorland, is that of the Fox Moth
(Macrothylacia rubi).
The larva feeds in the autumn on various low growing
plants and scrubs and hibernates full fed over the
winter.
Weather permitting, they reappear in
February but do not feed. Instead they sit out on grass
stems or sometimes bare paths and sunbathe, before
pupating low in the herbage in March or April. Avoid
handling them, because the hairs can cause severe
skin irritation.
The moths emerge in late May or June and the males
fly around very fast, dahing in all directions, during the
late afternoon and early night in search for the
females, which are far less active.
Alan Fairclough.
(Photos courtesy of Mr. T.J. Tams

MYSTERY PHOTOGRAPH
Last month’s mystery photo was identified for me by two members as a Map Butterfly (Araschnia levana).

This time, what do you make of this small mammal?

It would be really good if other members could submit the occasional mystery photo by email to Barbara at
redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A RANGER BY DAVID
TURNBULL

we only have a 1/3 of a mile to go to get to the
ambulance.

It’s 8.30. Time to start! I’ll get the grass cut at
Vindolanda first as it’s the Bank Holiday tomorrow.

Another day, another dollar, or so I think but as I
check Housesteads car park I am waved down.

Then I’ll cut Housesteads. When doing this I notice
that the exit west is blocked by vegetation. You can
only see 100 metres and could do with a better view.
I cut down Rosebay Willowherb to make a better
view. It improves the view by 50 metres. This is vital
and important.

A bonnet on a parked car is up – obviously got
problems. The guy only speaks Italian. (We get a lot of
Italians at Hadrian’s Wall for obvious reasons).

Nearly finished I get an emergency call which takes me
to Steel Rigg where there has been an accident. A
broken ankle means a Canadian driver cannot drive
his vehicle.
I later realized just how unlucky he was. The car was
an automatic and had three passengers. The only
ankle broken was the driver’s right – his driving foot.
No one else can drive. How unlucky is that? – that one
ankle of eight is broken – the one that’s needed to
drive.
I sort them out with a few calls.
Twenty minutes later a call comes in of another
broken ankle. The ambulance is ‘on site’ but the guys
need help in carrying the casualty over a bog.
We arrive to find a stretcher ready and the guy with
the broken ankle is, I judge, about 25 stones in weight.
We extract him sinking to our knees in mud. Luckily

By hand gesture I try to tell him what I am going to do.
I get on the phone where I get through to Leeds. Can
you send a repairman to Hadrian’s Wall? I say.
“Ye what, Luv?” is the answer – the lass cannot
understand my accent. I laugh at this later but not at
the time. A three-way conservation where no one can
understand the others. I get the message over
eventually and decide to wait till the arrival of the
repairman.
The car is a hire car and is frankly a wreck. The repair
van from the RAC arrives and I leave to go ‘home’. It’s
8.15p.m.
On the way home I come across an accident partly
blocking the road. Only one policeman is on duty
taking details. I decide to help as there is a danger of
a further crash on the narrow road.
I put on my high vis jacket and direct the traffic after
telling the policeman what I’ll do.
A late night, that one, as I head home at 9.15p.m.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Remember that subs are due NOW! Still no increase - £10 single, £17.50 for two or more at the same
address. Please make cheques to Alnwick Wildlife Group and bring to the January meeting or post to:
Richard Poppleton, Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA
Please try not to forget. Chasing subscriptions is a bit of a thankless task.
Some members now pay by Standing Order with their bank. If you’d prefer to do so please let Richard know and
he’ll organize the relevant form for you.

INVERTEBRATE CORNER
This is intended as a monthly contribution highlighting
(hopefully) interesting facts about global invertebrate
groups (animals without backbones). Groups will not
be chosen in any particular order and will include
forms found in terrestrial, marine and freshwater
environments.
Nematode worms:
Nematode worms are seldom seen, as the majority
are microscopic (see photograph of a typical
nematode). However, Ascaris lumbricoides is an
exception at up to 30 cm in length, although -as an
internal parasite of humans - again it is not often seen
(see photograph). Other nematode species include
quite a number of animal and plant pathogens, but it
is the free-living nematodes that dominate our planet.
The latter have successfully adapted to nearly every
ecosystem, from the oceans, to freshwaters, to soil,
and occur from the tops of mountains to the deepest
ocean floors. Some 25,000 species have been
described, but many scientists believe that the total
number of species yet to be discovered is close to 1
million.
The widespread nature of nematodes prompted
Nathan Cobb – the ‘father of nematodology’ to state
that if all the matter in the universe except the

Typical free-living nematode
worm(length: 0.5 mm)

nematodes were swept away, the world would still be
dimly recognisable as its hills and valleys, rivers, lakes
and oceans would be outlined by a film of nematodes.
Further, the location of towns would be visible, since
for every massing of humans there would be a
corresponding massing of nematodes. Trees would
still stand in ghostly rows representing the streets and
highways, and even the location of individual plants
and animals would still be decipherable.
Nematodes are very important in global ecosystems,
especially through their roles as processors of organic
matter in soils, and as both predators and prey – the
most spectacular being their capture by carnivorous
soil fungi, which lasso them (see photograph).
Nematodes are also playing an important role in
medical science. For example, Caenorhabditis elegans
was the first organism to have its entire genome
sequenced. It has also been used in sleep studies,
nicotine dependence trials, and the study of muscle
atrophy during space flight – during which specimens
spent time on the International Space Station. Most
significantly, C. elegans is being used as a model
organism for research into aging – indeed it was the
study species for which the 2002 Nobel Prize in
Medicine for research into programmed cell death
was awarded.

Ascaris lumbricoides removed from human intestine

Dudley Williams
Newton on the Moor

Caenorhabditis elegans lassoed by a fungus

MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2014
For mid-December, and on a rather foul night, we had
a decent attendance of 32 for our Christmas meeting.
With the talk and our now legendary Davisons’ Quiz to
get through, George didn’t bring any specimens this
time. Richard made his usual plaintive request for
people to remember that their subscriptions are due
in January, but that he’d happily take money now!
Chris Metherell then gave us his talk entitled “Why do
all ferns look the same?”. We’re perhaps becoming
rather over-reliant on Chris; this is the third season in
a row that he’s been willing to be included in the
programme, although at least this time we hadn’t
asked him to speak again about the new on-line flora
of North Northumberland. This was quite an
intellectual talk, and none the worse for it.
Afterwards Michael Hall commiserated with me about
the problems of producing this summary! I took that
as a challenge – so here goes …
Chris began by outlining the group of plants called the
Pteridophyta, of which ferns form the major part.
None of the Pteridophytes produce flowers or seeds.
Instead their major method of reproduction is by
spores which are produced in structures called
sporangia, usually collected together in sori on the
undersides of the fronds. Each sporangium has a
spring mechanism which, when released at the time
when the spores are ripe, flings them out to aid their
dispersal. Some ferns, notably bracken, also spread
vegetatively by rhizomes under the surface. In fact
bracken in the UK probably never produces spores,
which is fortunate as bracken spores are carcinogenic.
He showed us the cyclical process of ‘alternation of
generations’. In flowering plants the main generation

Maidenhair Spleenwort

is the sexual one involving flowers and seed
production, but in ferns the main generation is the
spore-bearing sporophyte generation. Each spore, if it
lands in conditions suitable for it to germinate, grows
into a very small cushion-shaped structure called a
gametophyte which is the diminutive sexual
generation. On the gametophyte male and female sex
cells are produced and the male cells swim through
the thin water layer on the under-surface of the
gametophyte and fuse with the female cells. The
resultant structure grows into a new sporophyte fern
frond.
One of the peculiarities of the ferns is their tendency
to hybridise, where species either interbreed to
produce, usually sterile, hybrids in the same way that
a horse and a donkey can breed to produce sterile
mules. The very special Lady Clermont’s Spleenwort,
represented in the UK by a single plant on a wall at
Howick, is a hybrid between Maidenhair Spleenwort
and Wall Rue. It remains a single plant because it is
fully sterile and any spores produced cannot
germinate.
But an extra peculiarity of fern hybridisation is the
tendency, when two species cross-fertilise, to undergo
an aberration of the cell division process so that the
hybrid offspring have multiples of the normal number
of chromosomes. If that multiple is an odd number,
then the plants are necessarily sterile because they
cannot produce sex cells during the normal cell
division process called meiosis which halves the full
chromosome complement. (Human cells have 46
chromosomes and our sex cells have 23, so when they
fuse during reproduction you get back to 46). But if
the full number is an odd number, then it cannot be
halved. Some hybrids, however, end up with four or
six times the normal number of chromosomes in each
cell and that’s fine because at meiosis that number can
be halved. There – got all that?!!!

Wall Rue

Lady Clermont’s Spleenwort

Thus the Soft-shield Fern, when hybridising with the
Holly Fern, produces the Hard-shield Fern which is
tetraploid (4 x the normal chromosome number) and
this is fully fertile. The physical structure of Hardshield Fern is intermediate between its parents and
hence the title of Chris’s talk.

unless there is access to a laboratory which can do a
DNA analysis – not very likely when you are in a
Cheviot dene.
I semi-apologise to our readership for the rather
complex nature of this summary, but perhaps a bit of
mind-bending content in the new year is no bad thing.
I only hope I’ve got it right. I’m sure Chris will tell me
if I haven’t.
THE QUIZ

A final twist is seen in the Male Ferns (Dryopteris
spp.). The very common hybrid male fern in
Northumberland is Borrer’s Male Fern (D. borreri),
shown on the right, but it is sterile. It gets round this
problem by being apogamous which means it can
produce new ferns direct from the small gametophyte
without the need to have sex cells fusing. This enables
the production of self-perpetuating varieties and
‘micro-species’ which may become locally dominant.
It also means that the poor botanist trying to decide
which fern (s)he’s looking at stands little chance

Ian and Keith Davison produced an even more obscure
set of questions than usual to test us after we’d had
some refreshments. The fact that we started with
some bark rubbings to identify set the tone for the
rest. In the end two teams scored 12 out of 20 and
faced the tie-breaker question: In which year did St
Cuthbert die? The answer was 687, and one team got
closer than the other, but by that stage I’d rather lost
interest because the team I was in didn’t feature in the
tie-break, so I can’t even tell you who won other than
that George was in the winning team. Hmph!
THE NIBBLES
As always members came up trumps with their
contributions to the food table and there was enough
left at the end for George (him again!) to be able to
take some to feed his ravening (should that be
ravenous?) offspring back at home. Many thanks to
all who brought things in to make our Christmas
meeting special.
Richard

FORD MOSS
Has anyone yet been up to Ford Moss to do a winter bird survey? If you have, then please will you let me
have your records. If not, then do think about going in January or February.
[See the December Newsletter for map and details]

BIRDS
Red-throated Diver
Black-necked Grebe
Slavonian Grebe
Little Egret
Whooper Swan
Barnacle Goose
Brent Goose
Shelduck
Goldeneye
Wigeon
American Wigeon
Shoveler
Pintail
Long-tailed Duck
Goshawk
Merlin
Peregrine
Water Rail
Snipe
Jack Snipe
Woodcock
Knot
Lapwing
Dunlin
Bar-tailed Godwit
Black-tailed Godwit
Curlew
Sanderling
Oystercatcher
Green Sandpiper
Common Gull
Iceland Gull
Little Auk
Barn Owl
Kingfisher
Green Woodpecker
Grey Wagtail
Fieldfare
Mistle Thrush
Chiffchaff
Goldcrest
Willow Tit
Marsh Tit
Treecreeper
Nuthatch

SIGHTINGS DECEMBER 2014
1 at Stag Rocks on 27th
1 at QE2 park on 20th
6 off Ross Sands on 31st
1 at Fenham Flats on 6th and 6 on 7th
5 at Branton Ponds on 3rd and 4 on 23rd and 8 on 25th
1500 at Harpers Heugh on 27th 350 at Budle Bay on 7th
810 at Fenham Flats on 6th
255 at Fenham Flats on 6th
12 at Branton Ponds on 4th 1 at Black Lough on 12th
308 at Fenham Flats on 6th and 350 on 7th
1 at Fenham Flats on 7th
2 at Fenham Flats on 6th
1 at Fenham Flats on 6th
21 off Ross Sands on 31st 2 at Fenham Flats on 7th
1 near Alnwick during month
1 at Fenham Flats on 6th and 1 on 7th
2 at Fenham Flats on 7th
1 at Branton Ponds on 25th 1 near Scots Gap on 3rd
40+ near Scots Gap on 3rd
3 near Scots Gap on 3rd
1 at Harehope Hillend on 13th,19th and 22nd
565 at Fenham Flats on 6th
150 at Branton Ponds on 21st
225 at Fenham Flats on 6th
313 at Fenham Flats on 6th
Fenham Flats on 7th
23 at Branton Ponds on 19th 200 at Smeafield on 30th
52 at Fenham Flats on 6th
319 at Fenham Flats on 6th
1 near Scots Gap on 3rd
85 at Branton Ponds on 4th
1 at North Shields Fish Quay on 28th
2 at Stag Rocks on 27th
1 at Branton Ponds on 2nd and 25th 1 at Old Bewick on 8th
1 at Branton Ponds on 7th 1 at Lesbury on 1st 2 at Elwick Burn on
29th
1 near Lilburn Station on 23rd
1 near Scots Gap on 3rd
50+ at Elwick on 6th
6 all month at Smeafield
1 at Branton Ponds on 3rd
2 at Branton Ponds on 8th 1 at Lesbury on 17th 1 at Smeafield on 1st
1 at Fenwick Steads on 22nd
1 at Branton Ponds on 27th 1 at Harehope Hillend on 6th
1 at Harehope Hillend on 25th
1 at Branton Ponds on 27th
Several at the Hirsel on 22nd

Great Grey Shrike
Raven
Bullfinch
Twite
Reed Bunting
Snow Bunting
MAMMALS
Grey Squirrel
Fox
Porpoise
Red Deer
Roe Deer
PLANTS
Ragged Robin
RAINFALL
OBSERVERS

1 at West Hartford on 20th and 24th
2 at Branton Ponds on 12th 2 at Hulne Moor on 2nd 2 at Old Bewick
on 30th
14 at PO Pylon on 3rd
50+ at Fenham le Moor on 27th 27 at Fenham Flats on 7th 9 at PO
Pylon on 3rd
30+ near Scots Gap on 3rd
1 at Ross Links on 31st 4 at Guile Point on 6th
1 at the Hirsel on 22nd
1 at Ross Links on 31st
2 off Ross Sands on 31st
1 at PO Pylon on 3rd
3 at Black Lough on 12th
In flower at Branton Ponds all month
55mm
J Clark, I&K Davison, G Dodds, M McMahon, S Reay.

