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NEXT MEETING MARCH 25TH 2015 7-30PM
BUMBLEBEES AND OTHER POLLINATORS        SPEAKER: SHAUN HACKETT

Our speaker for the March meeting, Shaun Hackett, is an integral part of the Northumberland National
Park ranger team.  He has developed a fascination for the mini-beasts of the County.  His knowledge is sec-
ond to none on bumblebees, management of hay meadows, spiders and wax-cap fungi within the National
Park.  We should be in for an excellent evening’s entertainment with a superb array of photographs.

Please send sightings reports for February, no later than 6th March 2015 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The Bungalow,
Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Copies of the
monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after the paper publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Remember that subs are NOW OVERDUE!  Still no increase - £10 single, £17.50 for two or more at the same

address.  Please make cheques to Alnwick Wildlife Group and bring to the January meeting or post to:

 Richard Poppleton, Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA

Please try not to forget. Chasing subscriptions is a bit of a thankless task.

Some members now pay by Standing Order with their bank.  If you’d prefer to do so please let Richard know
and he’ll organise the relevant form for you.
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BRANTON PONDS FIELD TRIP – 17TH JANUARY

A group of ten – I was going to say an intrepid group,
but Branton Ponds in decent weather don’t call for a
great deal of intrepidity – gathered on Saturday
morning for a gentle meander round the ponds with
binoculars and scopes at the ready.  We were blessed
both with the weather which was cold, dry, sunny and
almost windless and by the expertise of Ian and Keith
Davison who had organised the trip.

A January visit is bound to be mainly about birds.  The
two ponds are rather different: the smaller east pond
has banks with plenty of rushes and reeds and bank-
side cover of bushes and small trees.  The west pond
is more open and, taken together, they provide

opportunities for plenty of wildfowl.  Often there are
geese here, but not today.  The large numbers of
water birds were mostly Wigeon, whistling softly to
each other, plus Teal and Mallard, with more
scattered Tufted Duck.  The best birds were
Goosanders on the east pond where the males were
in splendid white and black breeding plumage, plus
eight Goldeneye shared between the two ponds.

We made a brief detour on to the footbridge that
connects Branton to Brandon across the Breamish and
were rewarded with good views of a Dipper.

On land we encountered the three Exmoor ponies,
quartered here to provide conservation grazing at the
west end.  One in particular was either friendly or
annoyingly persistent, depending on your point of
view.  Possibly people from the caravan park feed
them, but we were made of sterner stuff.

We found a little feeding flock of finches which
seemed to be taking fallen seed from Alder cones.
They included Bullfinch, Goldfinch and Chaffinch and
in nearby trees were a couple of Long-tailed Tits.

Altogether it was a good morning and our thanks are
due to Ian and Keith for leading us.



WHAT WILDLIFE TO LOOK FOR IN MARCH

Frosts and snow are still a factor as I write this article
but the first signs of spring are starting to appear.
Many more species of birds are singing but it is in the
grasslands and hedgerows that we can find the first
green shoots; lesser celandine, marsh marigold,
cleavers and pignut to name but a few.

Frosty clear blue days in March are some of the best
times to look for displaying raptors.  Buzzards have
already begun to display with constant calling, folded
wings and plummeting dives a give-away to a
territory.  The display flight of a male hen harrier is
something to behold with tumbles and switch-back
turns.  To me the king and queen of raptor display are
the male and female goshawk.  Having seen this
species display a number of times it is wonder that it
never goes wrong.  Goshawks have a similar display
flight to sparrowhawks.  Both sexes display and it is
the female Goshawk that plays the key role. The
display consists of slow, lazy, but exaggerated flapping
in which the wings are raised and lowered well above
and below the horizontal. The most spectacular part
of the display includes a series of ‘switch-backs’ that
consist of a fast, deep plunge (with slow-motion
flapping) before shooting vertically upwards like a
bullet, with wings closed tight to the body. The bird
then levels out before repeating the display, often
several times. Although both species slow their
wingbeats in display, its larger size ensures that
Goshawk’s performance is the more impressive.
Sometimes, they seem to slow their wingbeats in
more normal flight, again looking harrier-like, and this
may leave the observer wondering whether the bird
really is displaying, or just flapping slowly for the sake
of it.

Jack Daw

Goshawk in flight – March is a good time to look for this
species

Notice the white under-tail coverts extending onto the
rump.

MOTH OF THE MONTH - MARCH

This month's moth is perhaps an example of the
effects of global warming, showing a distinct spread
northwards over the last two decades.  It is the Oak
Beauty (Biston strataria).  Quite a large moth
measuring about 30 mm from head to wingtip, it is
one of the prettier spring moths with two
orange/brown cross bands on a white and grey
background.  They stand out like a sore thumb on a
plain background, but are well camouflaged in their
favoured resting place on lichen covered tree trunks.
The example below is on a fairly clean pine trunk, but
would still be difficult to spot from any distance.

The Oak Beauty first turned up just north of the Tyne
in 1948 and there were only eight records before
2000.  However, they have spread and increased in
number recently, with 30 - 60 recorded most years
since 2009, so there is a good chance of coming across
them at house lights or shop windows  Despite their
name, the larvae are not restricted to oak, but will eat
the leaves of a wide range of broad-leaved trees.

Alan Fairclough, Swarland.



INVERTEBRATE CORNER

MAYFLIES:

Mayflies belong to the insect order Ephemeroptera,
this name being derived from the Greek words
ephemeros – meaning ‘lasting for a day’ and pteron –
meaning ‘wing’. The name refers to the very brief life
of the adult, which depending on the species, may live
for only one or two hours, or up to two weeks. The
adults have no mouthparts, so do not feed, and are
unique among winged insects in that they have two
adult stages: the first, known as the subimago,
emerges from the immature nymphal stage and,
within about 24 hours, this moults again to produce
the sexually mature imago.
 Nymphs can live for 12 months or more, and are
found in a range of fresh waters from small cold-water
brooks to large rivers, ponds and lakes. They are the
feeding stage in the life cycle, grazing on the algae,
bacterial films and organic detritus that accumulate
on submerged rock surfaces. Body shape can be quite
variable depending on, for example, whether the
species lives in fast or slow-moving water – the former
typically being flattened, the latter more cylindrical
(see photographs of Rhithrogena [top] and Baetis
[below]).

 Because the time spent as an adult is so short,
emergence from the water needs to be precisely
timed so that appearance of male and female
imagines (the plural of imago) is synchronous. This
results in their appearance in huge numbers. These
brief ‘hatches’ are of great interest to predators and
anglers alike. Trout and patrolling dragonflies take
their toll on the imagines, and anglers make every
attempt to capture trout using replicas of both imago
and subimago stages – termed ‘spinners’ and ‘duns’ in
the fly-fishing world (see photographs).

Many other ‘wet flies’ are meant to represent either
mayfly nymphs, or subimagines as they transform
from nymphs and swim to the water surface (see
photographs).

In large rivers in particular, the sheer numbers of
emerging adults attracted to the lights on road bridges
have been known to cause accidents as car tyres fail
to grip on carpets of squashed bodies (see
photographs of the mass emergence of Hexagenia
bilineata on the Mississippi River).

Worldwide, there are more
than 2,500 known species of
mayfly. Forty-seven species
occur in the U.K.

Dudley Williams Newton on
the Moor

Spinners Duns

Wet Flies



PLANT CORNER

In the past month my attention has been caught by
two particular plant phenomena.  I was at Ford Moss
doing a winter bird count (not very inspiring,
unfortunately) when I noticed how many of the birch
trees on the south side had the quite common
growths called ‘witches’ brooms’.

These abnormal twiggy growths are usually caused by
a fungus invading the tissues of the host plant.  In
normal growth the terminal buds of the main shoots
produce a chemical plant hormone (phytohormone)
called an auxin which inhibits the growth of side
shoots below it.  But the fungus produces a second
phytohormone (cytokinin) which interferes with the
auxin effect and allows a localised mass of side buds
to develop into twigs.  Many woody plants can suffer
from this phenomenon and it can be caused by many
other parasitic organisms as well as fungi.  Quite often
a witches’ broom growth may persist for the life of the
tree.

Whatever the cause, the visual effect of sizeable
witches’ brooms on winter birches can be quite
atmospheric.

A couple of days later I was doing a conifer survey in
Whittingham Wood – a Forestry Commission wood –
with Bill Burlton who you will meet if you come to our
April meeting when he’ll be talking to us about the
Border Mires.  Most of the conifers in this wood are

Douglas Fir and Norway Spruce.  It was on the twigs of
the latter species that we noticed small brown
structures looking like mini-cones.  But they were
growing where no cones would grow and anyway
were totally unlike Norway Spruce cones.

A bit of research back at home revealed that these too
are growths caused by a parasite - in this case an
insect, similar to an aphid, called an adelgid.  In the
autumn the female insects burrow into the bases of
the needles on the tree and lay their eggs, one per
needle.  In spring the eggs hatch and the larvae
produce a chemical that causes the host cells to start
dividing in an abnormal way and the structure that
develops is called a pineapple gall.  You can probably
see from the photos why, with a bit of imagination,

that name is given to them.  The hard brown winter
form of the galls is shown in my photograph, but the
one of the fresh green growths, opened up to show
the greyish larvae, is taken from Wikipedia.

It often seems that finding botanical topics to write
about in the winter months would be hard, but with a
bit of imagination and observation there is usually
something new to catch the eye and provide a topic
for Plant Corner.

Richard Poppleton



VIEWS FROM HUMBERSIDE EYES

John Gill has been a member of AWG for a number of
years.  He lives at Eggborough, near Google in
Humberside.  We are most grateful for the following
article and the photographs.

Last autumn it was great coming back to another part
of God’s Country.  Much like Yorkshire, wild and
wonderful.  We arrived on 12th September at
Annstead Farm caravan park.  It was lovely weather,
clear and sunny.

I had many walks to the Seawatch Bench just across
the road from the farm on the Annstead dunes.  I only
had two bad days with local sea frets.  On 13th I drove
up to Budle Bay.  When I arrived there was a little
egret in the stream near the viewpoint on the bay.  Up
in the field behind me there were two hares and four
pheasants.  Back on the bay were dunlin, bar-tailed
godwit and shelduck in their hundreds.  Also, a bird
that I love to see any when – a peregrine – feeding on
a rock halfway across the bay.  When he finished
feeding he flew off west over Waren Mill towards the
woods on the hill near the A1.  That same day I had 16
terns resting on the sand just south of Seahouses golf
course.  They stayed for about an hour and then flew

off when a dog chased them.

The following day back at Budle Bay at 3.30pm the
peregrine was on the same rock.  He left the rock at
4.45, stooped on birds but missed and returned to his
rock.  At 5.10 he flew north to the far side of the bay
and out of sight.  Later I took this photograph of the
sunset at the Bay.

The 15th saw me back at Budle again.  In the stream
running up to Waren Mill was a dabchick and a little

egret.  At 3.20 a spotted redshank arrived with another
five minutes later.  On the far side of the bay a buzzard
was hunting.

On the 16th, en route from Seahouses to Bamburgh I
stopped to look at the pond on the left hand side of the
road just outside Seahouses.  There were more
buzzards over the farmland plus about 500 lapwing.
Two stonechat's were around.  I moved to Budle and
on the far side of the bay were two greenshank and
two little egrets feeding in a stream, and then a third
egret.  At 4.30 the peregrine arrived at his rock, but he

was just preening, so home for tea.

17th to Holy Island.  The pond by the road out of
Seahouses had four snipe at its edge.  On the island I
walked left out of the car park and up the lonnen.
There were 20 linnets dodging in and out of the bushes
and 12 goldfinch.  In a bungalow garden were five
fieldfare, presumably newly in from Scandinavia.  Five
kestrels were around which must have been a family
group.  One was eating a mouse or a vole.

18th At Budle Bay at 3.30.  150 pink feet arrived with 30
wigeon.  Two little egrets were still on the bay.  Nine
mistle thrushes were in trees by the side of the road
and three spotted redshank were in a stream at the
roadside.

It was a really enjoyable week and we shall be back in
2015 if all goes well.  The second photo shows a
juvenile sparrowhawk chancing his luck on my bird
table in Eggborough.

John Gill

Budle Bay



Landranger 74).  The visit will probably last about 2½
hours.  Parts are quite wet and muddy, so wellies are
almost obligatory. The walking distance is not great.
Bring binoculars.

Sunday 26th April:  Cawledge Burn Local Wildlife Site.
This is one of the two Alnwick sites for which we shall
be helping the Town Council by carrying out some
surveys.  On this visit we’ll introduce people to the site
and concentrate on spring birds and plants.

Sunday 10th May:  Holystone.  If you haven’t been
before, this is an excellent woodland on the eastern
edge of the Otterburn Ranges and the emphasis will
be on spring birds. You may wish to bring a snack/
liquid refreshment with you.

Saturday 30th May:  Thomas Percy Local Wildlife Site.
This is the other Alnwick site. It is a small patch of
woodland just above the old Thomas Percy school site.
We hope to do as full a wildlife survey as we can.

Do please remember that to get involved in any of
these activities you really don’t have to have great
expertise.  You just need enthusiasm and a will to learn.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

Members of your Committee are starting to organise
field trips and other outdoor survey activities for the
February to May period.  It would be good if you could
put these in your diaries before they get filled up with
other irrelevancies like work, holidays, family etc!

Remember that if you are out on a field trip on a
weekend day you can’t be in the shops spending
money – which has to be a good thing.

Logistical details for the Feb and March visits are
included.  For all the others there will be more details
in the March newsletter

Saturday 28th March:  Ford Moss introductory visit.
Anyone who hopes to contribute to our Ford Moss
surveys but who would like a pre-visit to the area
would be welcome to come.  We hope there may be
one or two people from the Berwick Wildlife Group
who will join us.  Richard Poppleton will lead the visit
and we might be joined by Lord James Joicey, the
landowner.

Meet at 10.30 by the road end of the track to the
reserve at Grid Ref NT 963 377 (Explorer 399,

MYSTERY PHOTOGRAPH

Last month’s mystery photo was easy enough to identify as a shrew, but did you get
it as a Water Shrew (Neomys fodiens)?  The key is that very sharp demarcation
between the almost black upper side and the almost white underside.  It’s also large
for a shrew, but you can’t tell that from the photo.

Des Taylor from Seahouses prints our newsletters for
us, as well as helping Barbara with the formatting to
achieve our recent change of style which seems to
have been favourably received by members.

Des has kindly sent us the mystery photo for this
February Newsletter.  It was taken near Seahouses
Golf Course in January.  Golf balls on stalks perhaps?

It would be really good if other members could
submit the occasional mystery photo by email to
Barbara at redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk



THE MIGHTY ‘QUIN….
‘Twitching’ is a term used to describe a bird watcher
going to look for a specific individual bird, usually a
rare one. It is not an activity I partake in much these
days but occasionally a bird will arrive in the UK that
fires up the imagination and cries out for a visit.

This scenario began to develop just after this New
Year when one of the most desired of all northern
hemisphere waterfowl turned up on a stream just
north of Aberdeen city centre. The Harlequin Duck is
found in northernmost North America and Asia but in
Europe it only occurs on the boulder beaches and
torrent rivers of Iceland.

Maybe because this bird occurs in the wildest and
most beautiful landscapes and the drake is painted in
blue greys and chestnut highlighted with white it gets
the adrenaline flowing. It is not a duck to overlook.
Twenty years ago I missed out on two birds that
turned up in Ayrshire, but they were the much
drabber brown females, so the pain was more
bearable.

In 2005 I was lucky enough to visit Iceland to see these
exciting birds in their natural breeding habitat, but
always hoped that one day I would see one in the UK.

Then, whilst on holiday in Dumfries and Galloway for
this New Year news filtered through of an immature
drake all the way up in north east Scotland, the 16th

British record, and the first on the mainland since
those two females previously mentioned. Odd ones
have occurred on Shetland and the Hebrides, but to
get onto the mainland was just too tempting.

It is with this in mind that Alan Tilmouth and myself
met up at 5am in a darkened Alnwick Homebase car
park, off loaded equipment into Alan’s car and we
headed off on a 220 mile drive over the border.

We made good time, as usual, on the relatively traffic
free Scottish roads arriving at the River Don, Seaton
Park, Aberdeen shortly after 9am. The immediate
news wasn’t good. The duck had been present first
thing, but had flown off up river. Recent intel
suggested that it favoured a set of rapids about half a
mile upstream so off we set. The walk was pleasant
enough, made more so by a chorus of Dippers in full
song, and we eventually made our way through a
building development to view the only section of river
not cordoned off by tall metal meshed fence panels.

Relief as we found the Harlequin feeding on a smooth
stretch of water with a flock of 8 Goldeneye and a

Goosander. On seeing us, it made its way over to the
far bank to preen. Here, his immature male plumage
could be seen well, the slate blue colouring with
bizarre, seemingly random, white splodges on face
neck and breast making a cryptic design fit for the
catwalk. Once spruced up we were a bit disappointed
when he just up and off, flying strongly around the
next bend out of sight.

The next three hours was spent wandering the river
looking for better views without luck. It seems that
our star had landed in the stretch of rapids cordoned
off and un-viewable! As time wore on I suggested we
should wait back at the original spot and hopefully it
would drift back down towards its roost site. We had
all but given up, thanking our lucky stars for the brief
audience it had afforded us earlier.

Then I noticed a lovely drake Goosander hauled out
onto a distant rock over the stream. In the glowing
afternoon sunshine, he looked magnificent and I
commented this to Alan who scrutinised it with his
bins. He then turned to me and said 'The Harly is on
the same rock!'

Sure enough, there he was, sat out, catching some
rays before the cold evening set in. We moved along
the bank as far as possible where we enjoyed nice
views, but could never have hoped for what happened
next.

I said to Alan that it would be great if it swam a bit
closer for some photos. The words hardly left my
mouth when another Goosander seemed to irritate
the young Harly and he jumped into the fast flowing
stream. This directed him into the current heading
straight for me. Sitting down, back into the bushes for
cover, I waited, disbelievingly as the bird ended up not
20 feet from my toe end!

Here we just filled out boots with the star of the show
feeding, and sitting out right beside us for over half an
hour. Best of all there were only us two there, a great
experience.

Harlequin Duck Histrionicus histrionicus, is species
405 on my British list. All in all, a fantastic trip with
good weather, good company and a great bird. Cheers
to Alan Tilmouth and to Aberdeen!

All images – Harlequin Duck fw drake. S.Sexton.

Stewart Sexton, Howick.







 SIGHTINGS  JANUARY  2015 
BIRDS  
Great Northern Diver  1 off Stag Rocks on 3rd 2-3 off Stag Rocks on 17th  
Red-throated Diver 1 off Stag Rocks on 3rd 3 at Craster on 11th 5 off Stag Rocks on 17th 2 at 

Howick on 25th  
Black-throated Diver 2 off Stag Rocks on 17th 1 off Cheswick Sands on 25th   
Slavonian Grebe 3 at Fenham Flats on 17th  
Black-necked Grebe 2 at Seahouses on 19th and 1 on 25th  
Little Egret 1 at Fenham Flats on 3rd 1 at Budle Bay on 3rd 1 at Fenham Flats on 17th 1 

at Warkworth Gut on 18th  
Whooper Swan 42 at Fenham Flats on 17th 5 at Low Newton on 17th  
Bewick Swan 1 at Low Newton on 17th  
Barnacle Goose 1 at Branton Ponds on 4th 650 at Fenham Flats on 16th  
Brent Goose 250 at Fenham Flats on 3rd 710 at Fenham Flats on 16th and 1300 on 17th 

400 at Smeafield on 19th  
Pink-foot Goose 40 at Howick on 11th 1065 at Fenham Flats on 16th 2400 at Doddington 

on 27th 3-4000 at Smeafield on 19th  
White-fronted Goose  1 (Eurasian) at Low Newton on 17th  
Shelduck 1500 at Fenham Flats on 3rd 1 at Branton Ponds on 6th and 28th  
Green-winged Teal   1 at Druridge Pools on 8th  
Long-tailed Duck 25 off Stag Rocks on 3rd 16 at Fenham Flats on 17th 20+ off Stag Rocks on 

17th  
Pintail 280 at Fenham Flats on 23rd  
Common Scoter 12 0ff Stag Rocks on 3rd 3 at Craster on 11th  
Black Scoter 1 off Cheswick Sands on 30th  
Shoveler 3 at Monks House Pool on 17th  
Scaup 1 at Low Newton on 17th  
Goldeneye 19 at Branton Ponds on 18th  
Red-breasted Merganser 8+ on River Aln on 25th  
Grey Partridge 14 at Low Newton on 17th 8 at Beanley Moor on 25th 48 at Ratcheugh on 

23rd  
Water Rail 1 at Branton Ponds on 4th 2-3 at Low Newton on 17th  
Woodcock 1 at Ford Moss on 27th 1 at Hannah’s Hill on 27th and 30th  
Common Snipe 20 near River Wansbeck on 7th 8 at Howick on 11th  
Purple Sandpiper 35 at Stag Rocks on 3rd 2 at Craster on 11th  
Knot 50 at Fenham Flats on 3rd  
Golden Plover 260 at Fieldhouse on 11th 700 in Coquet Estuary on 25th  
Grey Plover  5 at Howick on 25th  
Lapwing 300 in Coquet Estuary on 25th 120+ at Branton Ponds on 28th  
Oystercatcher 1 at Branton Ponds on 28th  
Mediterranean Gull 1 at Amble on 25th  
Glaucous Gull 1 at North Shields Fish Quay on 2nd (also 1 Glaucous / Herring Gull 

hybrid) 
Iceland Gull 1 at North Shields Fish Quay on 2nd  
Little Auk 1 at Seaton Point on 16th  
Puffin 2 off Stag Rocks on 3rd  
Common Guillemot 1 off Stag Rocks on 3rd  
Razorbill 1 off Stag Rocks on 3rd  
Stock Dove 1 at Branton Ponds on 8th  
Barn Owl 1 at Branton Ponds on 6th 1 calling at Glanton on 8th 1 near Branton on 

28th 1 at Lesbury on 12th 1 at Ratcheugh on 23rd  



Long-eared Owl 1 at Alnwick Moor on 8th  
Kingfisher 1 at Branton Ponds on 1st and 13th 1 on River Breamish near Hedgeley on 

17th 1 at Amble on 18th   
Skylark 1 at Howick on 10th  
Rock Pipit 3 at Craster on 11th  
Grey Wagtail 1 at Fieldhouse on 11th  
Waxwing 1 at Glanton on 27th  
Stonechat  1 at West Hartford on 2nd  2 at Stag Rocks on 17th  
Redwing 30+ at Howick on 10th 3 at Ratcheugh on 23rd  
Mistle Thrush 10+ at Howick on 10th  
Fieldfare 1 at Howick on 10th 100+ at Branton on 17th 38 at Ford Moss on 18th 80 

at Ratcheugh on 23rd  
Blackcap 1 at Embleton on 31st 1 at Lesbury since 13th  
Goldcrest Several at Branton Ponds on 4th 7 at Hannah’s Hill on 29th  
Willow Tit 1 all month at Harehope Hillend 
Long-tailed Tit  30+ at Smeafield on 22nd  
Great Grey Shrike 1 at West Hartford on 2nd  still there on 27th   
Raven 1 at Hepburn Woods on 11th  
Jay 2 at Branton on 3rd  
Starling 300+ at Branton on 18th  
Tree Sparrow 20+ in Branton garden on 18th 19 at Smeafield on 18th 14 at Ratcheugh 

on 23rd  
Bullfinch At least 10 around Branton Ponds on 28th  
Brambling 1 at Howick on 27th  
Twite 3 at Fenham le Moor on 3rd 23 at Fenham Flats on 17th  
Siskin 6 at Branton Ponds on 4th  
Linnet 100+ at Howick on 10th 200-300 at Howick on 11th 32 at Ratcheugh on 

23rd  
Lesser Redpoll 4 at Branton Ponds on 4th 3 at Rothley East Farm on 7th 12 at Powburn 

on 13th  
Yellowhammer 47 at Fieldhouse on 11th 25+ near Branton on 31st  
Reed Bunting Several around Branton Ponds all month 1 in Branton garden on 19th  
MAMMALS  
Red Squirrel   1 at Branton on 8th  
Otter 1 at Branton Ponds on 8th and 13th 1 on River Breamish near Hedgeley on 

17th  
Hedgehog 1 crossing road in Alnwick on 11th  
Stoat 1 in ermine at Rothley East Farm on 7th  
Fox 1 at Powburn on 13th  
Brown Hare 1 at Branton Ponds on 17th  
Red Deer 5 near River Aln on 25th  
Bottle-nosed Dolphin  2 off Cheswick Sands on 21st  
Porpoise 2 at Howick on 25th  
PLANTS  
Winter Aconite In flower at Branton on 18th  
Gorse In flower at Branton all month 
RAINFALL 38mm  
OBSERVERS W Banks, J Clark, I&K Davison, G Dodds, M McMahon,  
 E Panton, R&J Poppleton, S Reay, J Rutter, S Sexton. 
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