
www.alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Email: redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk
Newsletter 171 December 2015

Review of November 2015

NEXT MEETING: JANUARY 27TH, 2016 STORIES FROM THE SHORES  SPEAKER: DAN GORDON
GREAT NORTHERN NATURAL HISTORY COLLECTIONS

Dan Gordon is Keeper of Biology for Tyne and Wear Museums.  He is responsible for the Museum Collection at 
the Great North Museum, Hancock.  This is now an internationally important collection of over half a million 
items.  Many are on display at the Hancock and many more are in storage at Newcastle’s Discovery Museum.

Dan will give us a fascinating tour through the best parts of the collection.

Please send sightings reports for December, no later than 6th January 2016 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The 
Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.
co.uk Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after 
the paper publication.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Remember that subs are due in January.  Still no increase - £10 single, £17.50 for two or more at the same 
address.  Reduced rates for existing members for 2016 (£6 and £10).  Please make cheques to 

Alnwick Wildlife Group 
and bring to the January meeting or post to:

 Richard Poppleton, Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA

Please try not to forget.  Chasing subscriptions is a thankless task.
Some members now pay by Standing Order with their bank.  If you’d prefer to do so please let Richard know 

and he’ll organise the relevant form for you.



A Ringers Year

Nov 2015: This month has been pretty awful for bird 
ringing what with too much wind and rain.  This has 
forced me to make some bird boxes for next year: these 
have included small boxes for Marsh Tits; boxes with 
extra long fronts and small oval holes for Willow Tits 
(they have to be packed with wood shavings as well); 
and a redesign of a box for Little Owls (which with the 
baffle taken out turns into a Kestrel box).  This box is 
based on a massive simplification of a Dutch box design 
I was pointed to by a trainee who has unfortunately 
recently moved to Bristol.  I have also made two new 
boxes for tawny-ducks (as my son named boxes that 
may be used by Tawny Owls or Goldeneye) and some 
for Barn Owls.

Alison has kindly drawn up plans for lots of boxes 
which are available for anyone to follow; if you feel 
like making a box – large or small.  Please don’t go 
spending a fortune on commercial boxes; especially 
the inappropriate designs of owl box that some people 
sell (which may work well in other parts of the country 
but are not the best in Northumberland).

Despite the weather I have managed a few ringing 
sessions with two new trainees – who observed what 
was happening at Howick and have decided to have 
a go themselves.  Two more experienced Newcastle 
based trainees have provided some help and while 
no very special birds have been ringed the retraps 
around Lemmington Hall have been interesting for 
their longevity; including a Goldfinch and a Great Tit 
first ringed in 2012.  There was also a Siskin from 2013; 
which was a good example bird of an adult male; with 
broad rounded tail feathers and a full set of dark green 
Greater Coverts (see picture kindly provided by Tom 
Brewis).  This month’s other picture is of a very alert 
Nuthatch (almost certainly a juvenile female).

Phil Hanmer
A Ringer & Trainer

Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group 
(Hancock Museum)

E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com



Stewchat…

Well November has certainly been a contrasting 
month here at Howick with a very mild and autumnal 
first half, followed by the first winter gale’s and rain 
storms towards the end.

A walk around the Craster area on the 1st was 
focussing mainly on fungi, and I was pleased to find 
a few Waxcaps emerging in the short grass towards 
Dunstanburgh castle. There were Scarlet, Golden, 
Snowy and Meadow Waxcaps all in a small area. Next 
year I think I will make more of an effort to track down 
some more species of these little grassland jewels.

Figure 1: Scarlet Waxcap, Dunstanburgh

Birds of note here were 1 Twite, 3 Willow Tits, 1 
Chiffchaff, 200 Pink footed Geese flew south along 
with 3 Redpolls and 14 Tree Sparrows.

Back home in the village at Howick were 1 female 
Brambling, 2 Fieldfare, 1 Chiffchaff and, more 
surprisingly, 5+ Red Admirals and my latest ever 
Speckled Wood! A Kingfisher showed well at the 
Howick Pond in the afternoon.

As thick fog shrouded Howick on the 2nd a lone 
Woodcock came in to feed near the village hall at dusk.

More fungi graced the notebook on the 3rd with Wood 
Blewitt, The Sickener, Brown Roll Rim and Grey Knight 
all in the village. 

Figure 2: Grey Knight Tricholoma terreum

 On Bonfire night, an adult Mediterranean Gull arrived 
in fields by the coast path at Howick with a few hundred 
black headed gulls. I thought I was going to miss this 
scarce species here this year.  

The moth trap was still catching up until 6th with 
December Moth, Red Swordgrass, Red Green Carpet, 
Feathered Thorn, Yellow lined Quaker, Silver Y, Angle 
Shades and Chestnut all recorded.

Figure 3: December Moth

On Sunday 8th myself and John Rutter were birdwatching 
down at Warkworth Old Water Pools when we came 
across a lovely male Bearded Tit feeding in the 
phragmites reeds here. Its years since I’ve seen one in 
Northumberland, as they are most often found at East 
Chevington reedbeds so this was a real bonus.



Figure 4: Male Bearded Tit, field notes.

As if that wasn’t good enough a male Snow Bunting 
called and flew north overhead and in the dunes, more 
unusual fungi – Black Earth Tongues and Dune Waxcap 
were new species for me.

The 10th of November was one of the mildest 
November days on record being 18 degrees all day and 
even reaching 20 degress at Druridge. Even as late as 
15th, 3 Red Admirals fed on ivy in Howick Village. On 
this same day 36 Whooper Swans made an impressive 
sight as they flew low over our village and off south. 

This balmy spell was soon to change back to the norm, 
as on 21st we were being blasted by  a gale force cold 
NNW wind with sleet squalls. A good seawatch from 
Craster had 24 Little Auks, 1 Great Northern Diver, 
2 Long tailed Duck and many common wildfowl flew 
north. On a sadder note a newly arrived Short eared 
Owl was found dead at Howick Scar Farm, after it’s, 
strength sapping, flight across the north sea. I have 
only seen two here in the last 7 years so another one 
quartering the fields would be much appreciated.

Figure 5: Black Earth Tongues. An unusual looking fungi of 
sandy grassland.

With all of this mild, recordbreaking warmth, it’s not 
looking good for a white Christmas, but who knows, I’ll 
report back next month…

Stewart



PLANT CORNER

This month I thought I’d write about Lichens.  I’ve 
avoided over the years writing about fungi on the 
grounds that they aren’t plants.  They’re not animals 
either, of course, but they occupy a Kingdom of their 
own.  So, aren’t lichens types of fungi?  Well, yes and 
no.  Each lichen has two components, a fungus and 
(usually) an alga.  They live in a mutually dependent 
partnership (symbiosis) and algae are plants, albeit 
very simple ones, so lichens just about qualify for Plant 
Corner.

The diagram shows a very simplified image of a typical 
lichen in cross section, very much enlarged.  The upper 
layer of cells forms a protective surface.  Then comes 
the layer of algal cells which are able to carry out 
photosynthesis to contribute manufactured food to 
the symbiotic partnership.  Finally there is the lower 
layer of thread-like structures called hyphae, typical of 
any fungus.  Their job is both to anchor the lichen to its 
substrate and to absorb water and minerals.

Lichens come in several main forms.  For example, 
fruticose (or shrubby) types have leafless branches 
that grow away from the substrate.  Foliose forms have 
leaf-like structures that tend to lie flat on the surface. 
Crustose types do what the name suggests – they form 
crusts on the surface.  When lichens grow on trees 
and other plants they are not doing so as parasites – 
they do no harm to the plants, but simply use them as 
substrates to grow on.

When Dudley Williams wrote about the tiny simple 
animals called Tardigrades in a recent Newsletter he 
described their ability to become totally dormant in 
dry conditions, only to ‘come back to life’ when it rains.  
Lichens have a similar ability, so just because you 
come across a stone or log in the middle of summer 
with very dried up lichens attached, don’t assume they 
are dead.  The other thing that many of them have 
in common is a very slow rate of growth, far slower 
than most fungi.  Particularly with crustose lichens 

on stone, it is often possible to tell their age from the 
diameter of their circular, gradually-spreading patches

This summer Sue Perry at Ford Moss spent a lot of 
time identifying lichens and if you ask her she will 
tell you what a tricky group of organisms they are to 
identify correctly.  In this Plant Corner I’m just going 
to concentrate on one or two of the larger easy ones.

Usnea subfloridana is often known as tree moss or 
beard moss, despite not being a moss at all.  There are 
about a dozen species of this fruticose lichen, but this 
is the one you are most likely to find in our area.  In 
wet deciduous woodland it can form almost magical 
drapes of pale green or greyish growths hanging from 
many of the branches and twigs.  It often can feel 
quite dry, but diagnostically it isn’t particularly brittle 
because each frond has a tough flexible core which 
will bend and stretch but not break easily.

Xanthoria parietina is a foliose species.  All six of 
our British species of Xanthoria come in quite bright 
shades of yellow and orange, but this one specialises 
in nutrient-rich places such as the parts of roofs under 
aerials where birds perch and leave their droppings.  
Many lichens are very sensitive to atmospheric 

Xanthoria parietina

Usnea subfloridana



pollution, but not so this one, which means it can 
flourish in towns where the air is less clean than in the 
wider countryside.

 

Finally there is the very distinctive species of the 

Cladonia diversa (?)

genus Cladonia which has bright red spore-producing 
structures on the ends of upright stalks.  I’m a bit 
reluctant to commit myself to the precise species 
because there are several with these red structures, 
but it is probably Cladonia diversa which is common 
on heathland, acid soil and rotting trees.  These stalks 
with their red tops contain an organic acid called Usnic 
Acid which has antibiotic properties and used to be 
applied to skin wounds to help the healing process.

There are 39 species of Cladonia, only a few of them 
with the red structures, but my main impression of the 
genus is that if you are out with someone who knows 
more about lichens than you do and you point out a 
good startling-looking lichen it’s odds-on that you’ll be 
told “oh, that’s one of the Cladonias”.

Richard Poppleton

Additional pictures from New Arrivals By Richard Poppleton 



MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 25TH NOVEMBER

A good audience of 43 gathered to hear Graham
Bell's talk on waders.  Entitled "What's that Wader?",
Graham concentrated on the main diagnostic
features of this large and occasionally difficult group
of birds.  His descriptions were not confined to the
pictures and verbal comments but were enlivened by
his remarkable ability to mimic the calls and songs of
several species and his, perhaps marginally less
convincing, efforts to copy their styles of movement.
But it's always good to have a speaker who is
accustomed to entertaining as well as informing the
audience.

He moved through the different species, some easy
to identify, such as Oystercatcher and some less so,
such as the distinction between Bar-tailed and Black-
tailed Godwits. It soon became apparent that one
can make a list of those characters that are often
diagnostic. These include: "

• the presence or absence of wing bars and, if
present, their position on the wing "

• the length and shape of the beak "

• the length of the legs "

• their mode of movement when on the ground "

• their calls and songs "

• the presence or absence of a pale stripe through
the eye (eyestripe) or above the eye (supercilium)

 Various small facts stay in the memory.
Oystercatchers come in two varieties depending on
how they remove their shellfish prey from the rocks.
Blunt-beaked birds hammer the prey off while

pointed-beaked birds prise it off. Avocet are unique
in Britain in having a long up-turned beak. Curlew
and Whimbrel both have long down- curved beaks,
but in Whimbrel it is a bit shorter and is bent
downwards rather than in a smooth curve.  All
Plovers have a characteristic 'Plover  Curlew  walk'.
Whimbrel

The group of waders in the genus Tringa all bob their
whole body before taking off. Uniquely in the UK the
male Ruff is much bigger than the female. The
Turnstone doesn't turn stones, but rather pieces of
seaweed - hence its Norfolk name 'Tanglepicker'.
Knot often roost on the ground in enormous closely-
packed flocks (see photo), making the whole shore
look grey.

Graham finished with an account of the day when he
had seen both Grey and Wilson's Phalarope at
Newton Pool, but had actually hot-footed it to that
site because someone had told him there was the
third species - Red-necked Phalarope present. Sadly
not.

Curlew

Whimbrel

Flock of Knot



 

 
 

Butterfly Conservation North East England Branch has just produced the Butterflies 

of North East England. This book gives a detailed account of the history and current 

state of each of 33 species of butterfly regularly seen in our region. Each species 

account is illustrated with photographs, line drawings, maps and graphs. There are 

other sections discussing the causes of changes in distribution, looking at what may 

happen in the future and a section on 17 extinct and vagrant species. (108 pages in full 

colour, 17½ x 24½ cm)  

 

The book is now available at a price of £5 plus £1.60 postage and packing. If you 

would like a copy please fill in the request slip below and send it together with a 

cheque for £6.60 made payable to 'Butterfly Conservation North East England' to :- 

 

David Stebbings 

20 Purley Gardens 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE3 3DJ 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Name.................................................Number of Copies.......Amount Enclosed............ 

 

Delivery Address............................................................................................................ 

 

......................................................................................................................................... 

 
Butterfly Conservation  

Company limited by guarantee, registered in England (2206468)  

Registered Office: Manor Yard, East Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 5QP  

Charity registered in England & Wales (254937) and in Scotland (SCO39268) 



Invertebrate Corner

Pentastomida: This month’s invertebrate group has 
a somewhat seasonal flavour, as they are parasites 
of reindeer (Photo) – although they are also found in 
other mammals, including humans, and in snakes and 
birds.

Commonly called “Tongue Worms” due to their shape, 
they are also simply known as “Pentastomids” (derived 
from the Greek words penta and stoma) referring to 
the five lobes at the head-end. One of these lobes 
bears the mouth, while the other four are equiped 
with hooks for fastening to the host.

  Their evolutionary affinities are not clear, although 
they are thought to be related to the arthropods 
(crustaceans, etc.). Adult worms range from 1.3 to 
13 cm long, and there are only around 130 species 
worldwide.

Pentastomids are blood-suckers with a complex life 
cycle including both definitive and intermediate hosts 
in which they inhabit the upper and lower respiratory 
tract, including the sinuses (Photos).

Infection of humans is rare 
in Europe, North America 
and China, but is much more 
common in the Middle East 
where high infection rates in 
dogs (and subsequent spread to 
humans) have been reported; 
for example, 43% of stray dogs in 
Beirut and 38% in parts of India. 
There is also a high percentage 
in Mexico City.

People acquire the parasite by 
ingesting vegetables or water 

contaminated with parasite eggs shed with the faeces, 
saliva or nasal discharge of dogs or other definitive 
hosts.

   There is clear fossil evidence that the lineage of 
pentastomids goes back at least 500 million years. 
This raises the interesting question of whether the 
group was parasitic then – as the first land-dwelling 
vertebrates did not evolve until around 365 million 
years ago. 

Dudley Williams
Newton on the Moor



Micro-moths – Leaf miners

There are several families of micro-moth that have 
larvae that feed inside leaves.  As you can imagine the 
resultant moths are generally very small (but can be 
beautiful) and easily overlooked, so there are far more 
records of the mines, which can be characteristic, than 
of the moths. Here are the first two families.

Eriocraniidae.  8 British species (7 in Northumberland).

This group make quite large blotch mines in spring 
and early summer in Birch (6 species), Oak and Hazel 
or Hornbeam (the latter species only in southern 
England).  The mines on Birch are all very similar, but 
the larvae inside look slightly different.

Eriocrania semipurpurella

Mine on Birch with larva Adult Wingspan 9-14 mm

Eriocrania subpurpurella

Mine on Oak with larva  Adult Wingspan 9-16 mm

 One species on Birch, Eriocrania cicatricella, nearly always has two larvae in each mine.



Nepticulidae.  ~100 British species. About half have been recorded in Northumberland.
Most mine leaves, but some mine young bark or the seeds of Acer species.  The mines can be serpentine or 
blotch.  The larvae can be different colours depending on species and can also be distinguished by the way the 
larvae leave frass behind them in thin or thick lines or in arcs

Ectoedemia occultella. Roundish blotch mine on Birch with central frass pile (which the larva hides behind 
when not feeding).

Mines with larvae Adult.  Wingspan 6-7 mm

Ectoedemia plagicolella.  Serpentine mine on Blackthorn leading to a blotch.

Mine with larva Adult.  Wingspan 4-5 mm

Mine with larva

Stigmella aurella.  Serpentine mine on Bramble.

Adult.  Wingspan 6-7 mm

Mine with larva

Stigmella lemniscella.  Serpentine mine on Wych Elm with frass in arcs

Adult.  Wingspan 5-6 mm

Alan Fairclough.



New Arrivals

We’ve been at our home at Titlington Mount for more 
than eighteen years and we’ve always fed the birds 
in the garden.  For many years our sparrows were 
house sparrows which would visit the feeders in good 
numbers all year round.  Then, about four years ago we 
started to get a few tree sparrows which were a delight 
to see.  They are somehow much more attractive birds 
than their house cousins and we knew that nationally 
they were in decline.  

We’ve now reached the stage where seeing a house 
sparrow in the garden is quite an unusual event, even 
though we know they are still around and breeding up 
at the farm steading where the grain is stored.  The 
tree sparrows on the other hand are usually present in 
force on our feeders.  Sometimes there will be a dozen 
or so at the same time and they can occupy most of 
the available space on the feeders to the exclusion 
of other birds.  In 2014 for the first time they started 
to appear in the summer with juveniles, so obviously 
they are breeding successfully here.

This summer we had another new garden visitor.  
Nuthatches have always been around down at 
Powburn, but we’d never seen one in our garden.  We’d 
always assumed that there were too many conifers 
and not enough broad-leafed trees on this farm.  But 

the bird that found our food source wasn’t just passing 
through.  He (actually we’ve no idea which sex it is) 
is here every day and often in the middle of the day 
spends a long time repeatedly collecting beakfuls of 
seeds and flying off.  Initially in the summer we assumed 
he must be collecting to feed a brood in the nest, but 
we’ve changed our mind about that.  As far as we can 
tell it is just a single bird and we’re pretty sure that the 
seed he collects is being cached for use in the winter.  
In fact the other day we saw him on the stone wall 
behind the honeysuckle, hammering at the old mortar 
joints, which really do need re-pointing.  The bird was 
clearly hammering seeds into the crevices.  Perhaps 
sadly for the nuthatch this wall is home to bank voles 
and woodmice and it seems unlikely that any stored 
food will go undetected for long.

It will be good to see if it is still with us in the spring and 
whether it attracts a mate and breeds close enough to 
our house to enable the pair to use our feeders as their 
main food source.  It’s worth commenting that our bird 
makes good use of its long sharp bill and we’ve more 
than once seen it really having a go at tits and siskins 
when they get too close.  On the other hand it doesn’t 
challenge the great spotted woodpeckers which won’t 
tolerate anything else on the same feeder.

The nuthatch isn’t the only bird that takes seeds and 
flies off to store them elsewhere.  The coal tits do this 
all the time and just at the moment there are large 
numbers of them.  The blue tits and great tits tend to 
eat at the feeders but as often as not the coal tits take 
the food away.

My final comment is about a bird that we get regularly 
in the garden and which clearly regards our feeders 
as a different sort of bird table for itself.  Today (1st 
December) this male Sparrowhawk sat on top of our 
bird table for a full half hour in pouring rain.  It would 
have stayed longer but we decided it was time to let 
the small birds get back to the feeders, so we scared 
it away.  I know they take small songbirds – clearly 
pheasants are too much for the small male bird – but 
you can’t deny their beauty and they have as much 
right to survive as anything else.  The two white spots 
on the back of the head aren’t too visible in my photos, 
but the white scapular spots are well seen.

Richard Poppleton

pictures of the sparrowhawk can be found below 
Plant Corner.



What wildlife to look for in January.

As I write this article, we are recovering from a period 
of torrential rain and hurricane force winds.  During 
these periods, I wonder what our wildlife gets up to 
during these periods of inclement weather.  Surely 
there is the technology for ‘Winter watch’ or a similar 
programme to follow the plight of some of our species 
during these periods.  House Sparrows took great 
delight in taking a wash in our bird bath during heavy 
rain showers!

January is a time for getting wrapped up well and 
going for a stroll through the woods or along a disused 
railway line.  Look out for parties of Finches or Buntings 
or tits.  These flocks can be joined by Nuthatches, 
Treecreepers, Redpolls and Bramblings.  One species 
that really stopped me in my tracks was a flock of 
Bullfinches sedately feeding on the buds of a preferred 
shrub or tree.  A male Bullfinch will brighten any dull 
January day. 

Many animals are already starting to establish 
territories.  Tawny Owls and foxes are very active right 
now and can be heard on calm, clear nights. The dog 
fox’s triple bark is often answered by the eerie scream 
of the vixen.  If the weather is mild, Hedgehogs and 
Badgers too may be out and about, though there 

probably is not much food to be found at this time of 
year.

As natural food diminishes in the countryside you may 
attract unusual visitors to your garden, if you put out 
food and water.  Reed Buntings, Siskins, Lesser Redpolls 
and Bramblings may join the commoner Greenfinches 
and Chaffinches if you are lucky.  If you put out some 
old apples or pears, Fieldfares and Redwings may pay 
a visit particularly during snowy weather when they 
are unable to access invertebrates or the last of the 
wild fruit.

Species of the month – Purple sandpiper:

Head for Stag Rocks, Bamburgh or Boulmer and look 
for Purple Sandpipers.  This scarce winter visitor 
from the high Arctic is restricted to the rocky shores 
of Northumberland and the occasional harbour wall, 
such as Seahouses.  Birds can often be found looking 
for invertebrate food among the piles of seaweed and 
in the nooks and crannies of the rocks on the edge of 
the surf and often  in the company Turnstones.  Sadly, 
Purple Sandpipers are not really purple! They have a 
slight purplish sheen on the back in bright sunshine. 
They are quite small (plump dunlin) and very dark 
brown/grey with orange legs, a long down-curved bill 
with an orange base. 

Jackdaw



SIGHTINGS  NOVEMBER  2015
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver 4 off Ross Back Sands on 14th 3 at Craster on 12th 8 at Craster on 21st1 at 

Stag Rocks on 25th 
Black-throated Diver 1 at Craster on 12th 
Great-northern Diver 1 at Craster on 21st 3 at Stag Rocks on 25th 
Slavonian Grebe 1 at Fenham Flats on 15th 
Great-crested Grebe 7 at Fenham Flats on 15th 
Little Egret 2 at Holy Island on 1st 1 at Fenham Flats on 14th and 2 on 15th 
Great-white Egret 1 at Branton Ponds on 19th  
Whooper Swan 5 over Branton on 2nd 9 at Branton Ponds on 3rd  and 27 on 4th  17 at 

Hedgeley Lakes on 8th 9 at Ross Back Sands on 14th 11 at Branton Ponds on 
15th 2 over Branton on 20th 36 at Howick on 15th 

White-fronted Goose 1 at Branton Ponds on 7th and 9 on 16th 
Brent Goose 1555 at Fenham Flats on 15th 20+ at Newton Point on 21st 6 at Craster on 

21st 
Barnacle Goose 536 at Fenham Flats on 15th 
Pink-footed Goose 150+ at West Weetwood on 6th  
Teal 126 at Branton Ponds on 15th 
Wigeon 2300 at Fenham Flats on 15th 
Shoveler 2 at Branton Ponds on 15th 10 at Fenham Flats on 15th 5 at Branton Ponds on 

17th 
Goldeneye 7 at Branton Ponds on 15th 19 at Fenham Flats on 15th 
Gadwall 12 at Branton Ponds on 4th and 9 on 15th with 17 on 17th 
Shelduck 214 at Fenham Flats on 10th 
Common Scoter 9 at Craster on 12th 
Velvet Scoter 1 off Newton Point on 21st 
Long-tailed Duck 2 at Craster on 21st 
Goosander 1 at Fenham Flats on 15th 
Red-breasted Merganser 8 off Ross Back Sands on 14th 3 at Guile Point on 15th 
Sparrowhawk 1 at Holy Island on 1st 2 at Townfoot on 8th 
Goshawk 1 at Smeafield on 1st 
Hen Harrier 1 at Low Newton on 21st 
Grey Partridge 3 at Townfoot on 8th  
Snipe 15 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 
Oystercatcher 550 at Guile Point on 15th 
Purple Sandpiper 24 at Low Newton on 21st  150+ at Stag Rocks on 25th 
Green Sandpiper 2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 2nd 
Lapwing 1350 at Fenham Flats on 15th 186 at Fenham Flats on 10th 
Golden Plover 2500+ at Holy Island on 1st 350 at Low Newton on 21st 
Long-billed Dowitcher 1 at Cresswell Pond on 10th 
Curlew 73 at Townfoot on 8th 12 at Craster on 12th 
Great Skua 2 at Craster on 12th 
Black Tern 1 at Druridge Pools on 10th 
Little Auk 40+ at Newton Point on 21st 24 at Craster on 21st 
Barn Owl 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 2nd 1 at Titlington Mount on 3rd  1 at Branton Ponds 

on 22nd  1 near Glanton on 25th 1 at Broome Park on 25th 
Short-eared Owl 1 at Holy Island on 1st 1 at Low Newton on 21st 
Kingfisher At least 2 around Branton Ponds all month
Grey Wagtail 1 at Townfoot on 8th 
Dipper 1 singing near Wooler on 6th 
Redwing 40+ near Hedgeley on 6th 



Fieldfare 60+ at Branton Ponds on 8th 
Blackcap 3 on Holy Island on 1st 
Chiffchaff 2 on Holy Island on 1st 1 at Fenham Mill on 15th  1 at Howick on 15th 
Goldcrest 1 at Smeafield on 24th 
Bearded Tit 1 at Warkworth on 8th 
Treecreeper 1 at Branton Ponds on 22nd 
Jay 1 at Branton Ponds on 30th 
Goldfinch 50+ at Fenham Flats on 15th 
Bullfinch 9 at Branton Ponds on 8th 
Snow Bunting 3 at Boulmer on 1st 1 at Warkworth on 8th 8 at Ross Back Sands on 14th 5 at 

Rumbling Kern on 12th 
INVERTEBRATES
Painted Lady On Holy Island on 1st 
Red Admiral On Holy Island on 1st at Alnwick and Glanton on 1st  3 at Howick on 15th 
Peacock On Holy Island on 1st at Alnwick and Glanton on 1st 
Feathered Thorn 1 at Branton on 5th 
Silver Y On Holy Island on 1st 
Winter Moth 3 at Branton on 9th 
Angle Shades 1 at Branton on 5th 
December Moth 1 at Branton on 5th 
Larch Ladybird 1 at Branton on 4th 
FUNGI
Dune Waxcap At Warkworth on 8th 
Scarlet Waxcap At Ingram Heugh on 11th near Hedgeley on 15th 
Golden Waxcap At Ingram Heugh on 11th near Hedgeley on 15th 
Parrot Waxcap At Ingram Heugh on 11th 
Honey Waxcap At Ingram Heugh on 11th near Hedgeley on 15th 
Meadow Coral At Ingram Heugh on 11th 
Black Earth Tongue At Warkworth on 8th 
Rosy Bonnet At Warkworth on 8th 
MAMMALS
Red Squirrel 1 at Branton Ponds on 15th 
Roe Deer 3 at Branton Ponds on 30th 
REPTILES
Toad 1 at Branton Ponds on 26th 
RAINFALL 120mm
OBSERVERS I&K Davison, J Dean, G Dodds, P Jobson, S Reay, J Rutter, 

S Sexton, H Tindle, NNBC.


