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Review of July 2017

Please send sightings reports for July, no later than 6th September 2017 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The
Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.
co.uk Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after
the paper publication.
AWG welcomes contributions for the newsletter and items for inclusion should be submitted by the 12th of
the month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

September Meeting – September 27th 2017 – A Wal k on the Wil dside – Ron McCombe
“A walk on the Wildside” presenting pictures, stories and photographic tips from trips around Europe.
Ron McCombe is based in Scotland in the Scottish Borders and travels around the UK, Europe, Africa and the
USA photographing what has become a passion for him – wild birds and mammals.

Wal ks Pr ogr amme – REMINDER

Please do remember to look at our walks programme
elsewhere in this Newsletter. The latest copy of the
walks list is at the bottom of Stewchat.

FUNGAL MATTERS

After the ‘Flukes’ article is a new list of fungi from Ford Moss supplied by Sheila Lillie to add to her list that we
published back in the January Newsletter.

In addition to this, one of our long-term members, Elizabeth Jones, sent in a picture of a large mushroom she
had found by the carpark at the Alnwick Infirmary site and asked if anyone could say what it was. I could see
clearly that it had pores underneath rather than gills, and that everything about its shape and bulk had to make
it one of the Bolete fungi, but beyond that my expertise ran out, so I consulted Sheila Lillie. Below is her emailed
response.

“You are right, it is a bolete, but there are a few key features you need to get an id; tree types near if any; did
the pores bruise any colour when pressed; also pore colour and size. You also need to cut through the cap and
stem as some change colour very quickly when cut - this also enables you to measure the depth of the pores
and shape. I really don’t think it’s possible to give an id from the photos, you would need to see it in the flesh.”

Elizabeth said she might try to retrieve her specimen,
which she had returned to the place she found it, and see
if she could answer any of Sheila’s queries. I don’t know
whether Elizabeth managed to get a firm identification,
but in the meantime perhaps there might be members out
there who could give an informed diagnosis.



A RINGERS YEAR

July 2017: This month the wet and windy weather has disrupted a lot of ringing. However we have managed
three sessions at the Howick Ringing Station; although the wind stopped us erecting all the potential nets. On
the 14th we were joined by a couple of potential new trainees who saw two retrapped Bullfinch from 2014. We
also had Wrens, Greenfinch, Robin and Blue Tit – representing the ‘resident’ birds. Migrants were represented
by Blackcap, Swallows, and two very juvenile Chiffchaff. One of the Blackcaps caused initial confusion by being
clearly a male but also having a ‘brood patch’ like a female bird. However, I was able to explain that this is quite
normal with male Blackcap. A total of 19 birds were captured.

On the 21st numbers went up to 31 captured, including a retrap Goldfinch from 2016 and a Bullfinch from 2015.
Most birds ringed were juveniles of the year (3J’s) including Robin, Tits, Wren, a Song Thrush and Greenfinch; also
migrants included both Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler (which needed careful separation in the hand). Finally
despite unpromising weather 44 birds were captured on the 29th including a Coal Tit first ringed (as an adult)
back in October 2014. As well as a large number of juvenile Blue & Great Tits (they had a good breeding year
this year with the fine early spring weather) there were several juvenile Bullfinch (see picture of two probable
siblings), as well as Chiffchaff and Blackcap. Robins included a juvenile just starting to moult into its adult
feathers showing the start of its red breast (see picture). Swallows have been thin on the ground this year at
Howick; hinting at them having a less than successful breeding year (as the deteriorating summer weather is not
good for nesting).

The weather (very specifically torrential rain over a few days at the end of June) has also curtailed the breeding
of Sand Martins at Roddam. Great clods of earth and nests were washed out and the birds seem to have mostly
deserted the site after only raising one brood. Let’s hope for better weather next year at such a critical time.

I have received only one return from the BTO this month being a male Siskin controlled near home, with a ring,
on the 11/7/17. This had been ringed on the 1/7/17 at Corbridge; exactly why it was travelling north this time
of year is not very clear! This was also one of the few ‘adult’ birds I captured near home as my Niger feeders
and associated traps have been mostly visited by ‘juvenile’ Siskins. There have also been young Tree Sparrows
about - although they clearly don’t much like Niger seed; preferring slightly bigger seed (including that left over
by budgies!)

The weather has already had an effect on those Barn Owls that started nesting later in the year. The adults
that started in March have mostly done well and I am looking at a ‘successful’ occupancy rate of over 40% (the
highest I have observed). However, some of the birds that started later, particularly in the north of the county,
have failed. A few seem to be trying for replacement broods and one or two of the early breeders may have
a second brood. When trying to get some owl pellets for a research student I discovered a nice larder of dead
voles and mice laid out in a box (clearly a male is encouraging a female to nest again). The problem is that any
young raised late in the year will not be fledging until September or even October and will not be well prepared
for winter.

Anyone interesting in ringing is invited to get in touch.

Phil Hanmer
A Ringer & Trainer

Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum)
E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com



PLANT CORNER & HOLY ISLAND TRIP

Two for the price of one this month! Keith led the Holy Island day on 15th July, but because the weather was
rather wet we ended up concentrating mostly on the plants, so he agreed that it was probably best if I did the
write-up rather than him and that’s what I’ll start with.

Fourteen members turned up at the Snook car park at 10.30. It had been raining steadily all the way up and
showed no signs of stopping in the near future, but we all donned our wet weather gear and trudged out into
the area around the Snook buildings and the dunes beyond. It was immediately clear that the Pirri-pirri Bur
was just at the stage where the mature fruits were ready to cling to any fabric surface and we all knew we’d
face a major de-burring exercise when we got back to the cars. We moved along at the usual slow botanical
pace, stopping at regular intervals to talk about plants we spotted. Richard was regularly reduced to “Not
sure” (which means much the same as “Don’t know”) with some of the less usual species. His only excuse was
that farmland and the uplands are his normal stamping grounds and he doesn’t concentrate nearly enough on
coastal botany.

One key species that we found in increasing numbers as we moved along was Marsh
Helleborine (Epipactis palustris). A week earlier it had been in prime condition,
forming whole swathes of white in the dune slacks (low-lying wet areas among and
between the dunes). But there were still plenty of plants with good fresh flowers.
Another species that has been doing very well in recent years on the island was
Brookweed (Samolus valerandi) - pictured. There are no records of this species in
South Northumberland since about 1990 and the North
Northumberland records this century have all been from
Ross Links and Holy Island.

We looked out for the Lindisfarne Helleborine (Epipactis sancta). This species is
unique to Holy Island and such is its rarity that where it is found it is ‘gardened’.
Efforts are made to keep too much competitive vegetation away from the
flower spikes and each plant is protected by a ring of rabbit netting (see photo).
This is, I suppose, much the same philosophy that leads to the interventionist
efforts to maintain the viability of the Little Tern colony at the Long Nanny.

Initially we failed to find the helleborine, but when we returned to the cars for
lunch a couple in a neighbouring car, who were clearly ‘orchidophiles’ (if that’s a
word) told us that they’d found one near the path we’d just walked down. So,
in mercifully drier weather, we retraced our steps and indeed found the plant. From there we walked out
through the dunes to the northern shore and talked about several species of Orache (Atriplex) and some very
large specimens of Sea Plantain (Plantago maritima), among other things.

Finally, after spending time removing burs, we left the island at about 3.00pm, well before the end of the safe
crossing time. Many thanks to Keith for setting up this trip and leading it.

Then, if you read Plant Corner in the last Newsletter, you will know that I’ve got weed seedlings rather on the
brain at the moment. I produced a photo quiz of twelve weeds at the seedling, non-flowering stage and
challenged members to see how many they could identify. This month just proves that I don’t know when to
stop. Here are another twelve, again all from our garden. They range in difficulty from very easy to very hard.
Our garden has the only North Northumberland record of one of these species since the 1960s. Two aren’t
even flowering plants. Answers, as before, are at the end of the newsletter.

Richard Poppleton







CATERAN HILL WALK – 6th August 2017

We had another good gathering of 13 for our moorland walk led by Michael Hall. We started from the Quarry
House moor road at the northern end of the broad track which, if you follow it all the way down, goes past the
ruined Blawearie Farm to the Eglingham road at Old Bewick. Initially the weather was dry and even
intermittently sunny. It was clear that some of the party weren’t familiar with this area of moorland and most
knew nothing about the Cateran Hole cave which was our first objective.

We walked down the track for about half a mile and then turned left where another track goes gradually
uphill towards Cateran Hill. But before we got to the hill there’s a small rock in the track with an arrow carved
into it that points towards “CH” (Cateran Hole). If you don’t know the area then without this little way-
marker, finding the cave would be difficult; but somehow it’s hard not to feel that it’s cheating and that part
of the challenge of getting to the cave has been ‘dumbed down’.

You can’t see there is a cave at all until you are about ten metres from it. This is largely because the cave
mouth involves a short flight of steep stone steps carved out of the rock that go almost vertically down into a
natural rock cleft which is what has created the cave. The presence of the steps and the great difficulty of
finding the cave helps to give credence to the thought that this might have been a cave into which smugglers

We descended into the cave in groups of four – it’s so narrow that you can’t really squeeze past each other
once inside. Keith Davison’s photos give an idea of the nature of the cave which extends for perhaps 40m
underground before it reaches a large rock which would require crawling to get past – and we were neither
equipped for nor inclined to go pot-holing. The wet rock surfaces glisten with silver and gold granules and it is
a bit of a disappointment to find that when you stretch up to feel them with your fingers they are not crystals,
but some exudate from the rock which, in the light of torches, take on a deceptively metallic glitter. Or
perhaps there is a lichen on the rock that can tolerate almost complete darkness and the colours we see are
simply water droplets reflecting our torchlights.

After the cave experience Richard took over the leadership of the group, simply because he was the one with
the GPS device and who knew the grid reference for the very rare Tunbridge Filmy Fern (Hymenophyllum
tunbrigense) that we were going to try to find. The going was through rough heather and was rather



strenuous, but we all made it. There was a suspicion that all except Richard were deeply underwhelmed by
what they saw. Mike Potts’s photo shows the overall growth of the fern, but the flash gives the impression it
was brightly lit, while in fact it was in a deep dark cleft. Each of the darkish green fronds is not much bigger
than a 20p coin and you can get an idea of the structure of the fronds from the close-up shot on the right,
enlarged from Keith’s photo. These flattened, branched fronds with their branched veins showed that what
we were looking at was a fern and not a big moss. The bobbly green and brownish bits are parts of a moss
which is growing with the fern.

Botanically the presence of this fern here on Cateran Hill is a big deal. This is the only known site for it in
North Northumberland. But don’t get the impression it is a fly-by-night – this patch of the fern was first
discovered in 1867 and in all probability it has neither spread nor shrunk in size significantly since then.

While we were scrabbling around looking at the fern, Alan caught a very nice
July Highflyer moth. The image is from the internet, but Alan’s specimen had
good fresh markings like this one. He’d also spotted a number of micro-moths
in the vegetation beside the tracks.

As we walked back to the cars the heavy clouds that had been lurking to the
west over Cheviot advanced towards us and we got a bit wet in the last few
hundred metres.

Richard



Stewchat.

A while back, Lord Joicey approached Alnwick Wildlife Group about doing a wildlife survey in the old Kyloe
Quarry near Lowick. Since then, group members have visited to look for birds, plants and other wildlife on an ad
hoc basis. I intended to do a couple of moth trapping sorties to add to the biodiversity of the site, but intentions
have a habit of getting away from you when there are other commitments to hand. June would have been a
good month, but that slipped past unnoticed, then the weather took a down turn from July when it seemed that
any available weekend had a wet or windy forecast.

Finally, a window of opportunity came on the weekend of the (not so?) Glorious 12th August when Alan
Fairclough, Ian Davison, Richard Poppleton and myself decided to have a late night in the quarry.

The Met Office seemed to have got it wrong again, saying that there would be light cloud early on dispersing to
a clear night later. Not so good for moths but we might have seen the Perseid meteor shower. As it turned out,
there was light rain and thick cloud for much of our visit.

We arrived at 8.15pm and were set up by 8.45. It was dark enough by 9.15pm and three 125w MV Robinson
type traps were lit around the site.

At first, things were very slow, with little or no moth activity around the traps. First blood came with a nice
Orange Swift Triodia sylvina to Ian’s trap followed by a steady procession of species thereafter as the night wore
on.

It was soon clear that the almost bare quarry floor, apart from its profusion of St John’s Wort, was very attractive
to a rare moth in the North of the county called Lesser Treble Bar Aplocera efformata. There were only a handful
of records, and the whole county only had some 120 individuals of this species recorded. We went on to catch
84 in three hours!

1. Kyloe Quarry site .



We also caught good numbers of Dark Marbled Carpet Dysstroma citrate, Small Phoenix Ecliptopera silaceata,
and Large Yellow Underwing Noctua pronuba with some colour provided by True Lovers Knot Lycophotia
porphyria Brimstone Moth Opisthograptis luteolata Swallow Prominent Pheosia tremula and Lesser Swallow
Prominent Pheosia gnoma.

The smaller moths or ‘micros’ came in decent numbers with their tongue twister latin-only names such as
Lathronympha strigana, Epinotia ramella, Mirificarma mulinella and Agriphila tristella but two species from one
family were highlights of this bunch - Agonopterix liturosa and Agonopterix assimilella both very rare species in
Northumberland particularly the former with only about 7 records in total.

2. Lesser Treble Bar Aplocera efformata we re-wrote the record book with this
one.

3. Lathronympha strigana a lovely little moth of St Johns Wort.



We ended the night at midnight with 309 moths of 55 species. Not bad for 3 hours. I think we will have another
go next spring….

See Full list on next page ….

Stewart Sexton, Howick.

4. Agonopterix liturosa another St Johns Wort specialist and very rare in
Northumberland.

5. Agonopterix assimilella We caught several of these, a Broom feeder.



A quick summar y of catch at Kyloe Quar r y 12/08/17

Taxa
(Acleris laterana/comariana) 1
Common Rustic agg. (Mesapamea secalis agg.) 9
03.001 Orange Swift (Triodia sylvina) 1
32.008 (Agonopterix liturosa) 1
32.024 (Agonopterix assimilella) 3
35.093 (Mirificarma mulinella) 1
41.002 (Blastobasis adustella) 37
49.025 Barred Fruit-tree Tortrix (Pandemis cerasana) 1
49.026 Dark Fruit-tree Tortrix (Pandemis heparana) 1
49.038 (Clepsis consimilana) 1
49.249 (Epinotia ramella) 2
49.255 (Epinotia nisella) 1
49.265 (Eucosma cana) 2
49.345 (Lathronympha strigana) 1
62.035 a moth (Acrobasis advenella) 3
63.038 Mother of Pearl (Pleuroptya ruralis) 1
63.067 (Eudonia lacustrata) 2
63.089 (Agriphila tristella) 14
63.093 (Agriphila straminella) 7
65.007 Chinese Character (Cilix glaucata) 1
70.013 Small Fan-footed Wave (Idaea biselata) 1
70.016 Riband Wave [non-banded form] (Idaea aversata ab. remutata) 6
70.045 Shaded Broad-bar (Scotopteryx chenopodiata) 4
70.061 Common Carpet (Epirrhoe alternata) 5
70.074 July Highflier (Hydriomena furcata) 4
70.089 Phoenix (Eulithis prunata) 1
70.094 Small Phoenix (Ecliptopera silaceata) 15
70.097 Common Marbled Carpet (Dysstroma truncata) 4
70.098 Dark Marbled Carpet (Dysstroma citrata) 11
70.100 Green Carpet (Colostygia pectinataria) 1
70.141 Double-striped Pug (Gymnoscelis rufifasciata) 1
70.192 Treble-bar (Aplocera plagiata) 5
70.193 Lesser Treble-bar (Aplocera efformata) 84
70.200 Yellow-barred Brindle (Acasis viretata) 1
70.226 Brimstone Moth (Opisthograptis luteolata) 2
70.277 Common White Wave (Cabera pusaria) 2
70.278 Common Wave (Cabera exanthemata) 1
71.013 Pebble Prominent (Notodonta ziczac) 1
71.017 Swallow Prominent (Pheosia tremula) 2
71.018 Lesser Swallow Prominent (Pheosia gnoma) 2
72.003 Snout (Hypena proboscidalis) 1
72.045 Common Footman (Eilema lurideola) 1
73.015 Silver Y (Autographa gamma) 2
73.131 Flounced Rustic (Luperina testacea) 1
73.147 Small Dotted Buff (Photedes minima) 1
73.160 Slender Brindle (Apamea scolopacina) 1
73.162 Dark Arches (Apamea monoglypha) 7
73.254 Antler Moth (Cerapteryx graminis) 1
73.293 Smoky Wainscot (Mythimna impura) 2
73.338 True Lover’s Knot (Lycophotia porphyrea) 2
73.342 Large Yellow Underwing (Noctua pronuba) 28
73.345 Lesser Yellow Underwing (Noctua comes) 8
73.348 Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing (Noctua janthe) 6
73.353 Dotted Clay (Xestia baja) 4
73.357 Square-spot Rustic (Xestia xanthographa) 1

Total - 309 moths of 55 species



6. A strange gathering at midnight…

WALKS
We are down to our final planned walk for 2017. Since this is a ‘citizen science’ research walk it would
be good if we could get quite a few members along so the Capturing Our Coast team gets some useful

data.

SUNDAY 10th September A ‘Jelly Walk’ along the beach from Warkworth to Alnmouth.
Led by a Co-Coast project leader from the Dove Marine Laboratory in Cullercoats.
The details have been supplied by the Co-Coast team:

Join the Capturing our Coast team on a leisurely walk along the beach between Warkworth
and Alnmouth recording numbers/species of stranded jellyfish (and looking at other interesting
marine things along the way!). When we get to the Birling Carr rocks we shall have a short
interlude looking for “marine invader” species.

Sandy walking terrain with the rocky bit around Birling Carrs. Time 2 to 2½ hours. Bring
binoculars if possible. Bring Lunch (unless you want to wait for a rather late lunch after the walk).

Meet at 10:30am in the car park off the road to Birling Links Golf Club (go left just before the
bridge at Warkworth if coming from the north, or right immediately after the bridge if coming
from the south).
O.S. Landranger 81 O.S. Explorer 332 Grid Ref NU 256 065



What wil dl ife to look for in September 2017

The weather has been a mixed bag since I wrote the last newsletter article. Wet, cool conditions have meant
a damp summer. This has probably resulted in a good end to the breeding species. In the House Martin nests
at 5 Front Street, Glanton, The margarine twins eventually fledged with one of the youngsters roosting each
night in the rebuilt nest. There was a lot of twittering each morning, as the adults tried to evict the youngster.
Eventually, the chick left but the adults decided not to finish the nest. In nest 2, the eggs hatched and there is a
lot of noise coming from the nest. It is hoped that the pair will successfully fledge their chicks before the autumn
weather gets too cool.

There are a lot of species currently on the move both over land and sea. Recently, Hen and Marsh Harriers
have been on the move. Moulting summer plumage waders are appearing daily on the coast including Curlew
Sandpipers, Knot, Ruff and Black-tailed Godwits. In the hills, the Heather is looking resplendently pink and
there is a good crop of Bilberry. These berries will help warblers and especially Ring Ouzels put on the necessary
reserves for migration.

What to look for in September : Migr ating insects

There are three species of insects that can commonly be found including in your gardens: Migrant Hawker
Dragonfly, Painted Lady Butterfly and Silver Y Moth.

Migrant Hawker Dragonfly: This migrant hawker is mostly dark brown
and black in colour. The male has pale blue spots and yellow flecks
all along the body, dark blue eyes and pale yellow and blue patches
on the thorax. The female has yellowish spots and brownish eyes. The
black-and-blue hawkers are a tricky group of dragonflies to identify.
The migrant hawker is smaller and has more brown on it than the other
large species (e.g. common, emperor and southern hawker).

Painted Lady butterfly: The Painted Lady is a long-distance migrant,
which causes the most spectacular butterfly migrations observed in
Britain and Ireland. Each year, it spreads northwards from the desert
fringes of North Africa, the Middle East, and central Asia, recolonising
mainland Europe and reaching Britain and Ireland. In some years it is
an abundant butterfly, frequenting gardens and other flowery places
in late summer. This is a very distinctive species with orange-brown
wings with black and white spots on forewing. Undersides mottled
with brown with spots

Silver Y moth: Medium-sized, silver-grey moth with white y-shaped
mark on the forewing. Found in most habitats. Probably the UK’s most
common immigrant moth. Each forewing has a conspicuous unbroken
metallic silver Y-marking. Usually most numerous from late summer
into autumn, it can occur in any month with those in the winter
generally associated with warmer southerly winds.

All of these species can fly significant distances especially with
favourable southerly winds.
Here is hoping that there is an Indian summer on the way that allows
us to see all three species close at hand in our gardens.

Jack Daw



INVERTEBRATE CORNER

FLUKES:

Flukes belong to the Phylum Platyhelminthes, commonly known as ‘flatworms’. The phylum is divided into four
Classes: the primarily aquatic and free-living Turbellarians (often found in freshwater ponds; see photo below,
top-left); the Monogenean flukes (below, top-right), the Trematode flukes; below, bottom-left); and the Cestoda
(tapeworms; below, bottom-right). Species in the latter three classes are all parasites. There are well over 8,000
species of fluke which chiefly parasitize vertebrates, especially fishes - although the immature stages in their life
cycles live inside invertebrates.

Flukes have complex life cycles. In the Monogenea, there is a single host which is most commonly a marine
or freshwater fish but some species live on, or in, amphibians or reptiles (see photo of fish-gill, below). Most
species are ectoparasites - that is, they live attached to the exterior of their hosts. Their eggs, upon hatching,
release small larvae that swim to reach a new host. The larva, known as an onchomiracidium (see below, right),
has a special adhesive organ to facilitate attachment. Often, the parasite shows remarkable synchronization with
the host life cycle to ensure that it ends up in the right place at the right time.



Synchronization is best seen in the Trematoda (sometimes known as the Digenea), where there can be up to four
hosts in the life cycle. These flukes have been well studied as they contain species that cause parasitic diseases
in humans and domesticated animals. Most trematodes are endoparasites, living in various internal organs of
their hosts, depending on species. Definitive hosts include all vertebrate groups, with intermediate hosts being
largely invertebrates, most commonly snails (see life cycle diagram below).

Among the best known and medically most important trematodes are the blood flukes, which cause
schistosomiasis (also known as bilharzia) - a widespread, and often fatal, disease prevalent in Africa and the
New World tropics. Some 300 million people are known to be infected. [See photo below of a male and a female
fluke, which live in the veins of the host’s intestine - the female is the longer, thinner individual held within a
groove on the male’s ventral side]

In the U.K., the most common fluke is the liver fluke, Fasciola hepatica (see photo below, left). This is a highly
pathogenic flatworm found mainly in sheep and cattle, in which it can cause severe liver damage. It is of high
economic importance, with losses in Scotland alone running around £50 million per year. Infection is on the
increase across the U.K., likely the result of climate change (milder winters and wetter summers) which enhances
the parasite and its intermediate host, the mud snail Galba truncatula (see photo below, right). Fascioliasis can
sometimes be transferred to humans and may be fatal.



An example of the complexity of fluke-host relationships is seen in the eye fluke Diplostomum pseudospathaceum
(see photo below, left) which lives in fish eyeballs and appears to be able to control the behaviour of its host.
When the parasite is young, it makes its host less active and hence less likely to be seen by predators. However,
once the parasite is mature and is ready to transfer to its next host, a predatory bird, it induces the fish to
become more active and spend more time near the water surface, and thus be more conspicuous to birds (see
photo below, right).

Dudley Williams
Newton on the Moor



Name Common Name Habitat Date
Amanita pantherina Panther Cap On grassy soil in mixed woodland area 13/07/2017
Amanita rubscens Blusher In grass litter in mixed woodland area 13/07/2017
Auricularia judae Jelly Ear On standing Elder branches 27/12/2016
Baeospora myosura On fallen cones of Pinus sylvestris 27/12/2016
Bjerkandera adusta Smokey Bracket On fallen Salix trunk 27/12/2016
Byssomerulius corium Netted Crust On dead branches of Ulex europaeus 15/02/2017
Calloria neglecta Nettle Rust On dead stems of Urtica diocia 15/02/2017
Calocera cornea Small Stagshorn On rotting wood 05/07/2017
Colletotrichum dematium On dead stems of Urtica diocia 13/07/2017
Colocybe gambosa St George's Mushroom In grass verge scattered groups on track side 17/04/2017
Conocybe aporos In grass solitary scattered in mossy areas 17/04/2017
Conocybe tenera In grassy soil in wood verge area 05/07/2017
Crepidotus cestii On Salix branch attached 15/02/2017
Crepidotus variabilis On Hawthorn twigs on the ground 27/12/2016
Dacrymyces stillatus Common Jellyspot On dead rotting wood Pinus sylvestris 27/12/2016
Daedaleopsis confragosa Blushing Bracket On fallen trunk of Betula sp 15/02/2016
Dasyscyphus clandestinus On dead Rubus canes 13/07/2017
Dasyscyphus tenissimus On rotting Bracken stems 13/07/2017
Diatrypella bullata Willow Barkspot On attached branches of Salix sp 17/04/2017
Diatrypella quercina Oak Barkspot On attached branches of Quercus robur 17/04/2017
Entoloma clypeatum Shield Pinkgill In grassy soil under Crataegus sp in clusters 17/04/2017
Erysiphe alphitoides Oak Mildew On leaves attached of Quercus robur 13/07/2017
Exidia glandulosa Witches Butter On fallen branches of Quercus robur 15/02/2017
Exidia thuretiana White Brain On fallen broad leaved branch 05/07/2017
Flammulina velutipes Velvet Shank On trunk of living Salix sp 15/02/2017
Galerina calyptrata Hooded Bell On peat moss in trooping groups 13/07/2017
Ganoderma australe Southern Bracket On Fallen trunk of Quercus robur 15/02/2017
Gloeophyllum sepiarium Conifer Mazegill On fallen pinus sylvestris trunk 15/02/2017
Gymnopilus penetrons Common Rustgill Rotting Pinus sylvestris 27/12/2016
Handkea utriformis Mosaic Puffball In grass area near Ulex 15/02/2017
Heterobasidion annosum Root Rot On stump of felled/fallen Pinus sylvestris 15/02/2017
Heterosparia patella On dead stems of Heracleum sp 17/04/2017
Inonotus obliquus On standing dying trunk of Betula sp 17/04/2017
Kretzschmaria deusta Cinder Crust On stump of Betula sp 15/02/2017
Kuchneola uredinis On living stems of Rubus agg 17/04/2017
Lachnella alboviolascens On dead Artium minus stem 13/07/2017
Leccinum versipella In soil litter near Betula sp 05/07/2017
Leptosphaeria acuta On dead stems of Urtica diocia 17/04/2017
Leptospora rubella On dead Rubus canes 13/07/2017
Lycoperdon pyriforme Stump Puffball On rotting Pinus sylvestris 27/12/2016
Marasmius oreades Fairy Ring Champignon Under Crataegus monogyna in grassy soil 15/02/2017
Marasmius wynnei Pearly Parachute In mixed woodland in small groups 05/07/2017
Micromphale foetidum Foetid Parachute On fallen twigs of Crataegus monogyna 15/02/2017
Mollisia clavata On dead Artium minus stem 13/07/2017
Mycena bulbosa On Sedge stems at base dead 05/07/2017
Mycena galericulata Common Bonnet On rotting stump 27/12/2016

Recor ds of  For d Moss Fungi f r om December  2016 to July 2017

All Records made by Sheila Lillie from Lanton, north of Wooler

Sheila contacted AWG last year to ask if we would be interested in the fungal records she had been making for
Ford Moss. We published her records from 2016 in our January 2017 Newsletter. Many of these are additions
to the previous list. Some are of the same species but often in different situations.



Mycena pterigena In wet rotting Bracken near Crag 13/07/2017
Mycena purpureofusca Purple Edge Bonnet On fallen rotting pinus sylvestris 15/02/2017
Mycosphaerella puntiformis On fallen dead leaves of Quercus robur 05/07/2017
Panaeolus acuminatus On soil in pasture field in small groups 27/12/2016
Panaeolus acuminatus On soil in pasture field in small groups 15/02/2017
Panoeolus fimicola Turf Mottlegill In pasture in small groups 17/04/2017
Panoeolus olivaceus On soil in pasture field in small groups 27/12/2016
Parasola misera On pony dung 15/02/2017
Peniophora incarnata Rosy Crust On Ulex branch attached 13/07/2017
Phaeomarasmius erinaceus On living branches of Salix sp 05/07/2017
Phellinus igniarius Willow Bracket On standing Salix trunks 27/12/2016
Phlebia radiata On Fallen trunk of Quercus robur 15/02/2017
Pholiata squarrosa Shaggy Pholiota At base of living Salix tree 27/12/2016
Phragmidum violaceum Violet Bramble Rust On living leaves attached to Rubus agg 15/02/2017
Piptoporus betulinus Birch Polypore On standing dying trunk of Betula sp 15/02/2017
Pleurotus ostreatus Common Oyster Mushroom On standing trunk of Betula sp 15/02/2017
Plicatura crispa Crimped Gill On attached branches of Salix sp 15/02/2017
Ployporus brumalis Winter Polypore On fallen branch of Salix sp in wood pile 15/02/2017
Polyporus leptocephalus Blackfoot Polypore On attached branch of Betula sp 15/02/2017
Psathyrella piluliformis Stump Brittlestem On rotting Quercus robur stump 05/07/2017
Psathyrella spadiceagrisea Spring Brittlestem In grassy soil under Crataegus sp in clusters 17/04/2017
puccina poarum Coltsfoot Rust On living Tussilago farfara leaves 05/07/2017
Puccinia urticata Nettle Clustercup On living leaves of urtica diocia 17/04/2017
Pyrenopeziza adenostylidis On dead stems of Senecia jacobaea 05/07/2017
Pyrenopeziza carduorum On dead stems of Marsh thistle at base 17/04/2017
Rhodocollybia butyracea Buttercap In grassy soil under Salix sp and Crataegus sp 15/02/2017
Rhopographus filicinus Bracken Map On dead Bracken stems 13/07/2017
Russula cyanoxantha Charcoal Burner In soil litter under Quercus robur 05/07/2017
Strobilurus tenacellus Pinecone Cap On fallen cones of Pinus sylvestris 27/12/2016
Suillus bovinus Bovine bolete In grass on track verge 13/07/2017
Tapharina betulina Witches Broom In branches of living Betula sp 17/04/2017
Torula herbarum On dead stems of Urtica diocia 17/04/2017
Trametes versicolor Turkeytail On Salix stumps 27/12/2016
Tremella foliacea Leafy Brain On standing living trunk of Betula sp 15/02/2017
Tremella mesentarica Yellow Brain On dead fallen Gorse branches 27/12/2016
Tremella mesentarica Yellow Brain On branches of living Ulex europaeus 15/02/2017
Trichaptum abietinum Purplepore Bracket On felled Pinus Sylvestris trunks 27/12/2016
Tubaria fufuracea Scurfy Twiglet On dead twigs of broad leaved trees 27/12/2016
Xerocomus porosporus Sepia Bolete On grassy soil next to Pinus sylvestris and Ulex 05/07/2017
Xylaria hypoxylon Candle Snuff Fungus On dead stump of Ulex europaeus 15/02/2017



SIGHTINGS JULY 2017
BIRDS
Slavonian Grebe 1 at Linton Ponds on 9th

Manx Shearwater 6 off Newton Point on 25th

Ruddy Shelduck 1 at Fenham Mill on 15th and 16th

Common Buzzard 1 at Hulne Park on 24th

Kestrel 1 at Hulne Park on 24th

Sparrowhawk 1 at Branton on 4th

Merlin 1 in Bamburgh dunes on 24th and 27th

Woodcock 1 at Branton on 7th

Moorhen 1 in Cherry tree at Branton Ponds picking at fruit on 11th

Ruff 1 at Druridge Pools on 3rd

Knot 1 at Seaton Point on 24th

Long-billed Dowitcher 1 at Boulmer on 15th

Wood Sandpiper 1 at Druridge Pools on 3rd

Green Sandpiper 1 at Branton Ponds on 19th and again on 27th

Common Sandpiper 3 at Branton Ponds on 4th and 4 on 11th with an amazing 14 on 22nd

Black-tailed Godwit 2 at Boulmer on 1st

Greenshank 1 at Low Newton on 25th

Whimbrel Several at Boulmer on 1st 2 at Newton Point on 25th

Lapwing 80+ at Branton Ponds on 11th

Mediterranean Gull 1 at Alnmouth on 10th 1 at Seaton Point on 24th

Common Tern 1 at Branton Ponds on 24th

Little Tern 3 at Newton Point on 4th

White-winged Black Tern 1 at Low Newton scrape on 2nd and 3rd 1 at Druridge Pools on 1st

Cuckoo 1 juvenile being fed by Meadow Pipit at Debdon Woods on 11th

Tawny Owl 1 at Beanley Woods on 29th

Barn Owl 1 near Brandon on 29th

Little Owl 1 at Druridge on 2nd 4 near Druridge Pools on 27th

Nightjar 2 at Beanley Woods on 29th and on 30th

Swift 18+ at Branton Ponds on 11th 12 over Titlington Mount on 18th 25 at Hauxley on
27th 6 at Branton Ponds on 27th

Kingfisher 1 at Branton Ponds on 2nd and 2 on 7th

Stonechat Family group at Debdon Woods on 11th

Wheatear Family group at Debdon Woods on 11th

Blackcap 2 at Branton Ponds on 11th

Grasshopper Warbler 1 at Low Newton on 16th 1 at Embleton on 5th

Jay 1 at Hulne Park on 24th

Corn Bunting 1 at Boulmer on 1st

INVERTEBRATES
Small Skipper 2 at Branton Ponds on 3rd

Painted Lady 1 at Titlington Mount on 18th

Comma 1 at Cambois on 29th

True-lover’s Knot 2 at Branton on 15th

Six Spot Burnet Moth 1 at Branton Ponds on 3rd

Satin Beauty 1 at Branton on 5th

Ruby Tiger 1 at Branton on 25th

Garden Tiger 1 at Branton on 9th and 3 on 24th

Poplar Hawk-moth 3 at Branton on 9th

Scalloped Oak 2 at Branton on 25th

Large-yellow Underwing 163 at Branton on 24th

Light Emerald 1 at Branton on 9th



Swallow Prominent 1 at Branton on 24th

Lesser Swallow Prominent 2 at Branton on 24th

Gold Spangle 1 at Branton on 25th

Phyllonorycter acerifoliella 1 at Howick on 22nd a first for VC68.
Emerald Damselfly 1 at Beanley Moor on 9th 1 at High Buston on 7th

Common Hawker 1 at Cragside on 14th

Southern Hawker 1 immature male at Branton Ponds on 16th 1 at Cragside on 14th

Black Darter 3 at Beanley Moor on 9th 1 at Cragside on 14th

Common Darter 1 at Druridge Bay Country Park on 27th

MAMMALS
Stoat A family group of 4 at Branton Ponds on 11th

Badger 1 at Beanley Woods on 30th

Red Squirrel 1 at Hulne Park on 24th

Hedgehog 1 in Branton on 26th

FUNGI
Blackening Waxcap Near Whittingham on 18th

PLANTS
Fragrant Orchid At East Chevington on 1st

Marsh Helleborine At East Chevington on 3rd

OBSERVERS W Banks, I&K Davison, G Dodds, A&M Goodall, P Jobson,
M McMahon, M Rolley, B Welch.

PLANT CORNER QUIZ ANSWERS

1. Fat Hen 2. Foxglove 3. Groundsel

4. Procumbent Yellow-sorrel 5. Sitka Spruce 6. Many-seeded Goosefoot

7. Pineappleweed 8. Prickly Sow-thistle 9. Self-heal

10. Stinging Nettle 11. Toad Rush 12. White Clover


