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Review of August 2017

Please send sightings reports for September, no later than 6th October 2017 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The 
Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.
co.uk Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after 
the paper publication.
AWG  welcomes  contributions for the newsletter and  items for inclusion should be submitted by the 12th of 
the month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

October Meeting  – October 25th 2017 – Waxcaps: Grassland jewels – Shaun Hackett

Walks Programme – REMINDER

Please do remember to look at our walks programme on page 5, below “LateSummer Musings” in this 
Newsletter.  Since the August newsletter we have added one more event on 22nd October.

Shaun has worked with the Northumberland National Park for over 20 years as a Countryside ranger and 
biodiversity expert.  He skills are focussed on the unusual such as Waxcaps, Spiders and dung beetles to name 
but a few.  His enthusiasm in the field for the unusual is hugely infectious and this has led to hours of my time 
being spent in maritime woodlands in the west coast of Scotland looking for Hazel gloves or stopping off at 
cemeteries to look for Waxcaps.  This will be a highly informative and entertaining presentation on the jewels of 
grassland by a leading expert in this field. 

NEW VENUE for AWG meetings – REMINDER!!

Please remember that FROM 27th SEPTEMBER we shall be meeting in the St James’s Church Centre at the 
top of Pottergate in Alnwick, just below the Pottergate tower.

The room is the upstairs space used for the URC services.  It has comfy chairs, an integrated sound system 
with a hearing loop for those with hearing aids and a big TV screen monitor that we shall use instead of 
a normal fabric screen.  Although it is upstairs, there is a lift for anyone who finds staircases difficult.  We 
shall be able to continue our tradition of providing free refreshments at the end of the meetings.

Parking should, if anything, be easier than at present.  The roadsides on Northumberland Street and 
the bottom of Howling Lane will provide plenty of opportunities. Morrison’s carpark allows 3 hours free 
parking providing you display a parking disc and there is an even closer small carpark

The map on the next page shows the location and marks the potential parking spots



  
    

  
      St James’s Church Centre is circled in RED    Parking options in patterned green 
       Pedestrian access only through Tower at top of Pottergate A1  Rothbury   
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A RINGERS YEAR 

Aug 2017:  Early in the month ringing at Howick Arboretum was slow with for example only 16 new birds and 5 
retraps being netted on the 5th; a damp cool and dull morning.  However, the catch included Willow Warbler, 
Chiffchaff and Garden Warbler; all filling up with food prior to migration to West Africa (south of the Sahara). 
Although Garden Warblers often travel much further. Residents captured included Blue, Coal and Great Tits (but 
no Long Tailed Tits) and juvenile Great Spotted Woodpecker (very noisy!).  There were also some Goldcrests; 
which is a difficult bird to categorise.  They don’t migrate to Africa but within the north of Europe they certainly 
move about a lot.  

The 26th started with heavy dew (very autumish) but then brightened up quickly leading to the capture of 
49 new birds and 8 retraps.  The retraps included  female Bullfinch (Z299246) which was in a full Main Moult 
(making her look very moth-eaten) she was originally ringed as an adult in November 2014.  The first four new 
birds were all ‘thrushes’ 2 Blackbirds and 2 Song Thrush; all juveniles investigating the berries (which abound in 
this part of the arboretum) to see if they were ripe yet.  Other birds captured included 12 Blackcap; including one 
with a ‘high fat score’ probably already on its migration south to North Africa; Willow Warblers and Chiffchaff 
and a beautiful female Redstart (see pic.).    As Redstart do not breed near Howick this bird was also clearly on 
its migration and had just stopped off to re-fuel before continuing south of the Sahara to somewhere like the 
Congo.  Swallows continue to be in short supply at Howick.

New returns from the BTO include news of a Grey Wagtail captured originally as a juvenile at Howick on the 
3/8/2014 and controlled by another ringer at Hamsterly Mill in County Durham on the 9/4/17 (63 km’s away).  
An adult Siskin ringed at Lemmington Hall on the 22/4/17 was controlled at ‘Durris’ inland of Aberdeen in June; 
presumably having gone north to breed (186 km’s).  There was also news of a Mute Swan that was originally 
ringed as a Cygnet at Lee Moor Farm, Rennington on the 25/9/17.  ZZ5348 seems to be very resident (I now have 
several reports) on the River Esk near Musselburgh in Scotland

So this brings us to the subject of Swans.  I generally try to keep a watch on any at Howick and Lee Moor; ringing 
broods if at all possible.  Ringing swans is an operation requiring a number of willing volunteers prepared to get 
wet and sometimes mucky.  However, since they can live for many years the live histories derived from ringing 
can be very interesting.  We set off on the 25th to ring the broods at Howick (7) and Lee Moor (8) both pairs 
started nesting earlier than usual and have raised lots of healthy cygnets.  Both have had lots of healthy grain 
to eat (which is much better for young cygnets than bread) and are quite used to people.  However, the Howick 
Male is extremely wary and suspicious of people and to date it’s proved impossible to capture him or any of the 
brood.  At Lee Moor the situation was different and within minutes of arriving at the farm all 8 cygnets and the 
two adults were captured (each being allocated a minder) until I could furnish everyone with a metal and then 
a large plastic coloured ring (commonly called a darvic); followed by instructions from those who had done this 
before (see pictures).  The weights of some of the swans came as a surprise; with the cygnets weighing in from 
7.2 Kg – 8.6 Kg; the female was 8.8 Kg while the male was a huge 12.5 kg (and that’s a lot of swan to get in an 
IKEA bag to be weighed on a fisherman’s balance!).  The darvic rings will be very easy for members of the public 
to recognise and read – so if you see a swan with a White Letters on a Red Ring (ZJA, ZJB, ZJC, ZJD, ZJF, ZJH, ZJJ, 
ZJK, ZJL, ZJN) I would be pleased to hear about it.  

Finally an update on Barn Owls; while it’s not impossible that one or two late (second or replacement) broods of 
owls may still be found; the bulk of Barn Owls have now stopped breeding and its going to have been the best 
year I have ever experienced in North Northumberland; due in particular to the influence of the very good early 
spring (after a mild winter). My colleague Maurice, who lives in Berwick, and helps particularly in the north of 
the county finally got to ring a brood of two on Holy Island which was proving a trial.  In short the pair started 
nesting very early in March and should have had young to be ringed and fledge by the end of June.  However, 
they were probably disturbed by building work and the first brood failed but the adults tried again and actually 
had two young which Maurice was able to ring on the 13/8/17.  

Anyone interesting in ringing is invited to get in touch.  



Phil Hanmer
A Ringer & Trainer

Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum)
E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Our AGM lasts for about 5 minutes at the start of our September meeting.  The brief agenda is below and 
the accounts with their accompanying notes are elsewhere in this newsletter.

AGM Agenda for 27th September 2017

1.	 Welcome and apologies

2.	 Chairman’s comments

3.	 The annual accounts for 2016 (details in Newsletter 192)

4.	 Elections of chair and officers (treasurer and secretary)

5.	 Election of committee members



Late Summer Musings

I wonder whether, after several years that we’ve thought have 
been poor years for butterflies, many other members have 
experienced the late August surge in numbers of Wall Browns 
(pictured)?  About five years ago we had an excellent year for 
them, but we haven’t seen any for at least three years until now.

Still on the butterfly theme, late August has also brought our first 
sightings this year of both Comma and Painted Lady in the garden.  
I do wonder whether, as only casual lepidopterists, we expect too 
much of June and July, only to be disappointed, and that we would 
do better to largely forget about them until mid-August.

Another thing that has struck us this year has been the timings of flowering of some plants.  Particularly noticeable 
was the fact that some of our heather moorland was already looking a good purple colour at the end of July and 
by the start of September the moors are browning off as the best of the heather goes over.  The Rowan berries 
also seemed to ripen several weeks earlier than in some years.  On the other hand Rosebay Willowherb seems 
to be rather later to go to seed this year.

The other good recent experience in August has been the number and range of small birds at Low Hedgeley.  
The young Sand Martins seemed to stay later than we’d expected and were still hawking over the river and the 
ponds in the middle of the month and then on 30th with the thistles in full seed-head mode, there were good 
mixed feeding flocks of linnet and goldfinch with numbers of meadow pipits lurking around the edges on the 
fence wires.  On the river there was at least one family group of grey wagtails.

Richard

WALKS
An Extra Event!

      SUNDAY 22nd October  
We don’t really have any members who have admitted to having much expertise with 
identifying FUNGI.  So this morning event offers the opportunity to learn a bit about fungi and 
in the process to add some more data for our survey of Kyloe Quarry.

Sheila Lillie, who has been providing the fungal lists from Ford Moss and, in the August 
Newsletter, from Kyloe, has kindly agreed to give a morning’s tutorial to any members who 
would like to do some fungal identification.  Suitable for anyone from complete beginners to 
those who may already know a bit about Fungi.  Timing will be 10.00 to 12.30ish.

Meet at 10.00am at the big layby on the road (B6353) from Lowick due east towards the A1 at 
Fenwick (or take the Fenwick exit if you are going north on the A1).  
O.S. Landranger 75   O.S. Explorer 340     Grid Ref  NU 043 407 

(And for Judith and Mike who tried to come to the moth night at the quarry, I promise this time 
we’ll be where we said we would be!)



PLANT CORNER 

In true ‘silly season’ mode, the last two plant corner articles have had weed quizzes.  But now back to the 
serious botany (!) which this month is about tall yellow spiky things. 

I started thinking about these because, at 
Kyloe Quarry in July, I found several 
specimens of a plant called Agrimony.  The 
problem with Agrimony is that there are 
two closely-related species – Agrimony 
(Agrimonia eupatoria) and Fragrant 
Agrimony (A. procera).  Although the yellow 
petals of the Fragrant species are 
somewhat notched at their ends, while the 
petals of the other one aren’t, the best way 
to tell them apart is from their fruits and 
when I first saw the plants it was too early 
for there to be any mature fruits.  You can 
see from the photos how the two species 
differ – for the fruits, look at the way the 
lower hooked spines on A. procera reflex 
back towards the stalk.   

When you look at past botanical records 
from the quarry it is clear that most 
observers have identified the plants as 

Agrimony – which is a commoner species than its cousin.  Maybe, when 
their observations were made, the agrimonies here were A. eupatoria.  All I can say is that the ones I found 
this year were all the Fragrant species.  Incidentally don’t mix these two plants up with Hemp-agrimony 
(Eupatoria cannabinum), which is entirely dissimilar and unrelated. 

Also at the quarry and in the river gravels at Low 
Hedgeley among many other places is another tall spiky 
yellow plant called Weld (Reseda luteola).  This plant has 
a fascinating history because the stems and leaves of 
Weld are the source of an excellent yellow dye that used 
to be much valued both in Europe and the Middle East as 
a dye for wool.  In Europe, as synthetic dyes were 
developed, it lost its importance, but it is still reputed to 
be used in Egypt. 

Weld can grow tall – as much as 1.5m – and the narrow 
flower spikes have large numbers of small yellow 

flowers.  But Weld has a very close relative called Wild Mignonette (Reseda lutea).  You 
can tell from the similarity of the Latin names how closely related these two species are.  
The problem is remembering which of the scientific names is which.  Wild Mignonette 
doesn’t get as tall – perhaps a maximum of 80cm – but the easiest way to tell them apart 
is from the leaves when the plants are reasonably fresh and young.  Weld has undivided leaves with crinkly 
margins, both as a rosette of leaves at the base and as leaves higher up the stem.  Mignonette has heavily 
divided leaves with narrow finger-like segments.  It isn’t all that common in our area, but in late August Jane 
and I were walking along the old railway line at Cornhill-on-Tweed and we came across several good Wild 
Mignonette specimens. 



 

Lastly, in the Breamish gravels and in many other 
sandy/gravelly places, you often come across impressive 
tall specimens of Great Mullein (Verbascum thapsus).  
With its pale green furry leaves and large yellow flowers 
packed together in the tall spikes it is unmistakeable.  
John Carr-Ellison, the landowner at Hedgeley, says that 
he has past records for Dark Mullein (V. nigrum).  This is 
the only other mullein you are likely to find in 
Northumberland outside gardens, but it hasn’t been 
recorded from North Northumberland since the 1980s.  
But if it once occurred here it is always good to keep an 
eye out for it. 

Dark Mullein doesn’t grow as large as its Great relative.  
The leaves have distinct stalks rather than clasping the stem 
and they are dark green above and pale and hairy on their 
undersides.  The flowers are individually slightly smaller and 
brighter yellow and they always have distinctly purple 
centres. 

I know it is a valid criticism to say that by late September 
when you get this newsletter it will be too late to go 
searching for these tall spiky yellow plants, but perhaps 
you’ll be encouraged to look out for them next year.  If you 
find any of them – particularly Wild Mignonette and Dark 

Mullein – do please drop me an email and tell me where they were. 

Richard 

 

 

 



What wildlife to look for in October

Autumn is now upon us.  Leaves are starting to change colour and the nights are starting to draw in.  Despite this, 
September is often a special time of year with lots of birds on the move.  

The annual Dodds migration to North Uist, in late August was yet again very special.  The very changeable 
weather was brightened up by the wildlife.  Below is a short account of one very special day:  

The Sollas peninsula is one of our 
favourite places on the Hebrides.  Lying 
on the north coast of North Uist, the 
peninsula is a combination of bays, white 
sandy beaches and rocky headlands 
with a bit of machair in the middle.  A 
small car park allows easy access onto 
the beach and mudflats where there 
were large flocks of Ringed Plover and 
Sanderling gather with other waders.  
On the walk out, a small passerine 
that caught my eye turned out to be a 
female Pied Flycatcher – a rare bird on 
the islands.  The next bay provided the 
story of the holiday. Walking along the 
beach, I noticed something large, black 
and occasionally moving on the sand.  I 
knew without binoculars what this was 
– my heart sank.  Lying on the beach was a stranded Common Dolphin and it was still alive!  What do we do?  
Miles from habitation, no mobile signal and the tide going out.  Closer inspection revealed that the animal was 
quite feisty.  There was only one thing for it – we had to put it back in the water and give it a chance.  Water was 
poured onto the animal as I went off to seek something that we could slide the animal onto and back into the 
water.  Twenty minutes later, I returned with some plastic bale wrap.  A towel was used around the head and all 
four of us managed to slide the 2m dolphin into the water.  George (jun) striped off and led the animal out into 
deeper water.  We tried our best and gave the animal a chance.  We were proud of our efforts – the dolphin even 
gave us a squeak as it left the shore!  

This was only the start.  Whilst man-handling the dolphin, a Short-eared Owl flew over our heads within 10ft!  
Lunch produced a large dolphin jumping some distance 
off shore (probably Risso’s).  Our favourite little bay held 
4 Great Northern Divers.  Watching them dive/fish in the 
crystal blue sea was fantastic.  Lily and George went for 
a swim.  Minutes after coming out of the water, a small 
mammal head appeared off the rocks.  An Otter and not 
any Otter, one of the largest I have ever seen.  He put on 
a performance catching small fish and then large crabs for 
over 20 minutes until we decided to leave him in peace 
on the rocks 50m away.  The icing on the cake was the 3 
calendar-year White-tailed Eagles that flew over our heads 

as we watched the Otter!  Wildlife watching occasionally produces viewing like this but these 2 or 3 hours will 
long live in the memory of us all.

Continued on next page ... 



What to look for in October – bird migration

Some of my greatest days birdwatching have been 
on the coast looking at large flocks of thrushes 
coming in off the sea.  This spectacle can be 
observed virtually anywhere in the County if the 
weather conditions are right.  Redwings, Fieldfares, 
and Pink-footed Geese are the main protagonists 
but many other species can be seen migrating in a 
south-westerly direction even from gardens in the 
middle of Alnwick.  A north-easterly air-flow from 
Norway is key.  The movement of birds can be at 
any time of day but the best is between 8 am and 11 
am.  Even at night Redwings can be heard along with 
Song Thrushes and Blackbirds passing over-head.  
Counts of 3,000+ Redwings are not unheard of flying over Glanton on an October morning.  You may be lucky to 
find other species migrating such as Woodcock, Short-eared Owls and Crossbills.

If the weather charts are predicting a north easterly air flow in October, why not go out and have a look or listen 
you never know what you might see.

Jack Daw



SIGHTINGS  AUGUST  2017
BIRDS
Little Grebe 7+ at Branton Ponds on 2nd and 8 on 13th 
Manx Shearwater 2 off Longhoughton Steel on 5th 2 at Snab Point on 6th 1 at Boulmer on 23rd 1 at Craster 

on 9th 
Spoonbill 1 at Cresswell Pond on 5th 
Little Egret 9 at Budle Bay on 15th and 8 on 31st 
Greylag Goose 300 at Budle Bay on 15th 
Pochard 1 female/juvenile at Branton Ponds on 2nd rising to 4 later in the day
Garganey 2 at Druridge Pools on 16th 
Goosander 5 at Branton Ponds on 4th 12 off Berwick Pier on 4th  
Velvet Scoter 1 at Craster on 15th 
Sparrowhawk 2 at Branton Ponds on 10th 
Peregrine 1 at Branton Ponds on 18th 1 at Newton Point on 21st 1 at Druridge Pools on 18th 1 at 

Craster on 31st 
Hobby 1 juvenile at Howick on 24th 
Merlin 1 female at Branton Ponds on 2nd 1 at Hawsen Burn on 2nd 
Osprey 1 at Holy Island on 2nd 
Marsh Harrier 1 near Fontburn on 3rd 1 at Longhoughton Steel on 5th 1 at Druridge Pools on 16th 18th 

and 28th 1 at Boulmer on 20th 1 at Druridge Bay Country Park on 28th 
Kestrel 2 at Smeafield for most of month
Common Snipe 20+ at Druridge Pools on 16th 
Lapwing 204 at Branton Ponds on 13th 136 at Monk’s House Pool on 31st 
Grey Plover 4 at Boulmer on 20th 
Avocet 5 at Cresswell Pond on 11th 
Little Stint 1 at Druridge Pools on 16th 
Dunlin 4 at Hedgeley Lakes on 13th 40+ at Druridge Pools on 16th 
White-rumped Sandpiper 1 at Druridge Pools on 16th 
Curlew Sandpiper 1 at Cresswell Pond on 1st 
Common Sandpiper 2 at Branton Ponds on 9th 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 13th  
Green Sandpiper 1 at Branton Ponds on 9th 4 at Hedgeley Lakes on 13th 1 at Druridge Pools on 8th 
Wood Sandpiper 1 at Monk’s House Pool on 8th 1 at Newton Scrape on 22nd 1 at Druridge Pools on 3rd 
Knot 4 at Amble on 1st 3 at Stag Rocks on 31st 
Whimbrel 1 over Yearle on 14th 1 at Holy Island on 2nd 1-3 at Craster on 4th, 18th and 28th 
Greenshank 1 at Branton Ponds on 10th 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 13th 1 at Holy Island causeway on 

13th 1 at Linton Ponds on 3rd  4 at Holy Island causeway on 30th  
Spotted Redshank 1 at Druridge Pools on 16th 1 at Monk’s House Pool on 29th and 30th 
Black-tailed Godwit 50+ at Druridge Pools on 16th 2 at Monk’s House Pool on 8th 1 at Newton Scrape on 22nd 
Ruff 2 at Druridge Pools on 16th and 18th 3 at Low Newton on 22nd  
Great Skua 1 at Snab Point on 5th 1 at Boulmer on 23rd 1 at Craster on 23rd 
Arctic Skua 1 at Cresswell Pond on 8th 
Little Gull 1 at Monk’s House Pool on 1st 
Mediterranean Gull 1 at Budle Bay on 22nd 
Roseate Tern 2+ at Longhoughton Steel on 5th 
Barn Owl 1 near Beanley Woods on 6th 
Little Owl 2 at Druridge Pools on 1st and on 3rd 
Nightjar 1 at Beanley Woods on 1st and 2 on 6th 
Swift 2 at Branton Ponds on 1st 1 at Branton on 17th 
Kingfisher 2 on River Breamish on 1st 3 at Branton Ponds on 2nd 
Swallow 1 leucistic bird at Boulmer on 20th 
Yellow Wagtail 3 at Low Newton on 22nd 
Wheatear 1 near Branton on 29th 
Whinchat 1 at Hawsen Burn on 2nd 
Blackcap 1 at Felton Park on 27th 
Spotted Flycatcher 1 at Branton on 3rd and again on 8th 3 at Felton Park on 27th 



Nuthatch 1 at Felton Park on 27th 
Raven 1 near Beanley Woods on 6th  1 at Hawsen Burn on 2nd 
Magpie 1 at Branton Ponds on 2nd 
Tree Sparrow 2 at Bamburgh on 2nd 
INVERTEBRATES
Comma 1 at Branton on 3rd 
Small Tortoisehell 5 at Smeafields on 23rd 
Painted Lady 1 at Smeafields on 8th 
Red Admiral 6 at Branton Ponds on 5th 23 at Smeafield on 7th 
Peacock 1 at Smeafield on 7th 
Speckled Wood 1 at Branton Ponds on 5th and 2 on 13th 10+ at Smeafield on 24th 
Wall 2 at Branton Ponds on 13th 4 at Hedgeley Lakes on 27th 3 at Smeafield on 7th and 20 on 

8th 
Tawny-barred Angle 1 at Heugh Head on 8th  
Feathered Gothic 1 at Branton on 21st 
Iron Prominent 1 at Branton on 21st 
Dun-bar 1 at Branton on 21st 
Marbled Beauty 2 at Branton on 21st 
Orange Swift 1 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th 
Agonopterix liturosa 1 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th 
Agonopterix assimilella 3 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th 
Treble Bar 5 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th 
Lesser Treble Bar 84 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th (only 120 previously in Northumberland)
Small Phoenix 15 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th 
Swallow Prominent 2 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th 
Lesser Swallow Prominent 2 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th 
Centre-barred Sallow 1 at Branton on 15th 
Emerald Damselfly 2 at Smeafields on 21st 
Southern Hawker 1 at Branton Ponds on 4th and 3 on 13th and again on 27th 
Common Darter 1 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th 16+ at Hedgeley Lakes on 13th 1 at Branton Ponds on 18th 
Red-legged Shieldbug 1 at Branton on 3rd 
Figwort Weevil 1 at Branton on 5th 
Common Field Grasshopper 1 at Kyloe Quarry on 12th 
MAMMALS
Red Squirrel 1 at Branton on 4th and on 26th 
Brown Hare 1 at Felton on 15th 
Hedgehog 1 in Felton garden from 7th to 15th 
Harbour Porpoise 1-2 at Craster on 15th and 18th 
FUNGI
Blackening Waxcap At Branton Ponds on 29th 
Boletus subappendictatus 1 at Branton on 28th 
REPTILES
Adder 1 at Branton Ponds on 8th 
RAINFALL 45mm
OBSERVERS

G Bell, I&K Davison, G Dodds, M&J Drage, A Fairclough, P Jobson, A Keeble, M McMahon, R Poppleton, S Reay,
S Sexton, B Welch.



ALNWICK WILDLIFE GROUP - Accounts for 2016

RECEIPTS £
Subscriptions 502.50 See note 1
Pay-at-the-door 16.00
Mannings store sponsorship 50.00
Northumberland Estates survey donations 1,100.00 See note 2
Environmental Consultancy donation 500.00 See note 3
Hedgeley Estate donation 150.00 See note 4
Other small donations 30.40

TOTAL 2,348.90

PAYMENTS £
Insurance premium 113.00
Website maintenance & licence 95.87
Hire of Hall 479.00 See note 5
Speakers' expenses 350.00 See note 6
Stamps, envelopes & printing for newsletters 234.69 See note 7
Equipment purchases 237.50 See note 8
Donations 500.00 See note 9
Donation refund 300.00 See note 2
Refund of over-paid subscription 7.50

TOTAL 2,317.56

I have examined the record of income and expenditure
Bank balance at 1 January 2016 £3,859.76 presented to me, including an explanation of the activities
Add receipts £2,348.90 of the Group.  I believe this summary to be an accurate

record of the financial activities of the Group.
Total £6,208.66

Signed:   …………………………………………………

Less payments £2,317.56 Name:   ………………………………...……………….

Balance at 31 December 2016 £3,891.10 Date:   ……………………………………………….

 



ALNWICK WILDLIFE GROUP ACCOUNTS for 2016 
 

NOTES 
 

1.  Subscription income is £476.50 lower than in 2015.  This follows the decision to reduce subscription 
rates for existing members to £6 (single) and £10 (two or more at same address).  The decision was 
taken because of the healthy state of the Group’s finances arising from the continued donation income 
attached to our various lines of survey work.  Actual membership numbers reduced slightly from 112 in 
2015 to 108 in 2016. 
 

2. Northumberland Estates makes two donations to AWG of £400 each, each year, in recognition of our 
regular bird surveys on upland and coastal sites.  This project has now been going on for ten years.  This 
year one of the donations mistakenly included an extra £300 which was not intended for AWG, but for 
an individual who happens to be an AWG member but who does separate survey work for the Estate.  
These accounts show that this sum was passed on to the individual concerned and it shows up in the 
Payments section. 
 

3. AWG was asked by the environmental consultants (Jacobs UK Ltd) dealing with the dualling of the A1 
north of Alnwick to provide any relevant data we had available.  We did this and asked for a donation of 
£500 which was forthcoming. 

 
4. Survey work was done for the Hedgeley Estate at Branton Ponds wildlife reserve, including a Bioblitz day, 

and we compiled a report of our findings.  This donation of £150 was in recognition of that work. 
 

5. This total covers nine meetings at St Michael’s at £50 each, plus the hire of a room at St James’s for two 
committee meetings at a total cost of £29. 

 
6. For two of our nine meetings the speakers waived their expenses fee.  The other meetings involved our 

regular payment of £50 for each speaker or their nominated organisation. 
 

7. Comparatively few of our members now receive printed newsletters through the post, so the costs 
associated with this are low for an organisation of our size.  The total here includes £30 for the printing 
of AWG flyers for distribution at the Bailiffgate Museum when two of our members gave talks as part of 
the museum’s “Wild” exhibition in the summer of 2016. 

 
8. In Newsletter 182 (November 2016) we produced a list of the various items of equipment AWG has 

bought for potential loan to members.  This expenditure covers the 2016 additions to our equipment. 
 

9. After the talk given by Paul Morrison about Coquet Island, AWG donated a sum of £500 to support the 
bird ringing efforts on the island. 

 
Richard Poppleton 
Treasurer 
 
 




