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Review of October 2017

Please send sightings reports for November, no later than 6th December 2017 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The 
Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.
co.uk Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after 
the paper publication.

AWG  welcomes  contributions for the newsletter and  items for inclusion should be submitted by the 6th of 
the month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

CHRISTMAS MEETING
Do join us for our Christmas Meeting on Wednesday 13th December

We’ll be having our now legendary Quiz, plus Christmas Nibbles (PLEASE BRING SOME!).

And to exercise the Yuletide brains, Martin Davison – a big name in Northumbrian Birding 
circles – will talk to us on “Sea Watching at Kielder”.  An unlikely title you might think.  

Could be Osprey or Albatross – who knows? 

We hope to see lots of members and guests at St James’s for this event.



A RINGERS YEAR 

OCT 2017:  Well after an unexpected phone call from a farmer, to tell me he had owlets in his Wood Shed, I 
think I have finally ringed the last Barn Owl brood of the year.  While I can’t know about every late nesting Barn 
Owl in North Northumberland I can confidently say that this year has been exceptional for the number of late 
nesting owls.  There have been at least 14 such broods, of which 8 were genuine second broods (the parents 
having already raised one brood); all in the coastal strip between the A1 and the sea.  Two inland broods were 
replacements, after the first brood failed.  Four more (again in the coastal strip) seem to have been simply late 
broods (were the parents had not nested earlier in the year).  My usual score of such late nesting owls is one or 
two; so 14 is amazing and mostly down to the mild winter followed by an exceptionally good spring (remember 
that!)  This enabled many owls to breed early, raise their young; then feed-up again and so raise their body 
weight sufficiently to be able to nest again and have a second brood.  I did suspect something unusual was 
possible when we started ringing owlets before the end of May (when usually nothing happens until June or 
July)!

I have just had four interesting returns about Controlled birds from the BTO:  First there was a juvenile Siskin that 
I captured near Lemmington Hall on the 3/8/17 and proved to have come from Peebles in the Borders were its 
likely to have been hatched.  It was ringed on the 3/7/17 and took a month to reach me after travelling 91 Km’s.  
This particular journey seems to be fairly regular one for Siskins as I have had them from Peebles before.  The 
second was of a juvenile Chiffchaff (probably hatched at Howick) we ringed on the 26/8/17 which was controlled 
passing through Icklesham in East Sussex on the 17/9/17.  Having just travelled 528 km’s it had still got a long way 
to go to cross the Sahara and get down into Africa.  The third was a juvenile Blackcap also ringed at Howick on 
the 1/9/17 and also controlled at Icklesham on the 12/10/17.  However it’s only got to get to the Mediterranean!  
Finally there was a report of a much smaller bird (the smallest in the UK) a Goldcrest that a Trainee controlled at 
the Howick Ringing Station on the 20/10/17.  This had been ringed 6 days before at Montrose in Aberdeenshire 
on the 14/10/17 and had just travelled 155 km’s.

This brings me conveniently to Howick were we have had an exciting month.  Along with the 56 birds ringed on 
the 6th there were a number of Song Thrush and one was distinctly different. Being exceptionally dark and grey-
brown and lacking the usual warm brown colours that are so familiar in our gardens this was an ‘Eastern Song 
Thrush’ belonging to the sub-species philomelos as distinct from our resident clarkei.  This is a migrant from 
Scandinavia or Siberia, which would probably have gone unnoticed if it had not been captured in a Mist Net.  In 
the attached photo of two Song Thrushes the Eastern bird is on the right.  

On the 14th another 73 birds were processed and these included our rare but regular traveller from Siberia a 
Yellow Browed Warbler.  However, most ‘entertainment’ was provided by the capture of two resident Great 
Spotted Woodpeckers – an adult male and its juvenile offspring.  The Trainee ringers who handled them both 
got their fingers battered!  The morning was also notable for the number of resident Bullfinch we captured (they 
love to feed on the berries at Howick) and migrating Blackcaps who were just stopping over also to feed on the 
berries, before continuing onto Morocco.    The morning of the 19th was a special experience as we witnessed 
migrating thrushes coming in from the sea including lots of Redwings.  We captured several and amongst the 
Redwing one was distinctly larger, darker, more strongly marked and with a strong head pattern.  This is likely to 
be a bird from Iceland (race coburni) as distinct from our more frequent migrants from Scandinavia (race iliacus); 
see attached photo.

We started later than usual (due to the weather) on the 20th but still captured an amazing 106 bird; these 
included many Goldcrests (apparently moving south); some late migrant Blackcaps (all carrying big fat stores); 
another Yellow Browed Warbler (picture attached) and a Jay.  Jays are rarely caught because they are just too 
clever but this was a juvenile and has maybe not learnt yet how to avoid bird ringers!  The striking poses (see 
picture) that it struck while in the hand were fascinating – and illustrate how it can keep very still and hide in a 
tree when it does not want to be observed.  We ringed another 45 birds on the 27th including a number of very 
continental looking Blackbirds, more Goldcrests and a very nice resident Treecreeper.

Anyone interesting in ringing is invited to get in touch.  



Phil Hanmer
A Ringer & Trainer

Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum)
E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com



PLANT CORNER 

We’re now well into Keats’s “season of mists and mellow fruitfulness”.  Looking back through all our previous 
issues of the newsletter I see I’ve never done an article solely about fruits. 

Once you start talking about fruits a rather sterile argument sometimes erupts about the difference between a 
fruit and a vegetable.  I’m a botanist and not a chef, so all I’m interested in is the botanical definition of a fruit.  
A fruit is the seed-containing structure of a flowering plant that develops from the female ovary or ovaries of 
the flower.  So if it’s got one or more seeds inside, enclosed by a protective coat that may or may not be thick 
and fleshy, then it’s a fruit.  So a tomato is a fruit, as are all the pods of the bean and pea family, but rhubarb 
isn’t – although rhubarb plants will happily develop flowers and fruits if you let them. 

Fruits come in a bewildering variety of sizes and types, some of which have great botanical names.  Here are 
just a few: 

         

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, since this is autumn and we are perhaps more focused on the colourful fruits of woods and 
hedgerows, I shall concentrate on the succulent ones which are often referred to as berries.  Oh dear!  
Botanically, to be a berry the fruit must have an outer layer or skin (the exocarp), a fleshy often deep second 
layer (the mesocarp) and an inner layer (the endocarp) which is usually soft and contains two or more seeds.  If 
the endocarp is hard and stony with a single seed, even if it’s small, then the fruit will be a drupe rather than a 
berry. 

So, examples of berries are, from left to right:    Viburnum;  Elder;   Banana;   Tomato;   Grape 

         

 

Siliculas of Honesty Siliquas of Rosebay Samaras of Ash 

Nuts of Hazel Capsule of Poppy 



And the following are drupes (or in the case of the last two, clusters of small ‘drupelets’). 

Top. L to R:   Blackthorn;   Cherry;   Avacado      Bottom L to R:   Blackberry;   Raspberry 

       

 

    

Let’s now pose some problems: 

 Why aren’t strawberries berries? 
 Why aren’t hawthorn berries and rosehips berries? 
 Where do apples and pears fit? 
 What on earth is a pineapple? 
 Why aren’t Yew berries berries either? 

The first four of these are what are called ‘false fruit’ (or sometimes ‘accessory fruit’).  Strictly speaking the wall 
of the ovary of the flower is the part that forms the fruit wall.  But in each of the four examples here the 
succulent part of the fruit is formed by other parts of the flower structure, and the most important part is the 
receptacle which is the top of the flower stalk to which all the flower parts are attached. 

In the strawberry the receptacle swells and forms a succulent red dome shape.  The pips on the outside are the 
true small dry fruits.   

In many members of the Rose 
family, the receptacle is naturally 
cup-shaped.  Inside the cup the true 
fruits develop, but the outer rim of 
the cup swells and extends so that 
the fruits are held inside a goblet-
shaped structure and the walls of 
the goblet become succulent and 
red.  If you look at the top of a 
rosehip (L) or a hawthorn ‘berry’ (R) you can see that the cup isn’t fully 
closed and the old flower parts are often protruding. 

 

With apples and pears a similar thing happens.  The true fruit is the core in the centre of the apple and the 

part we eat is the very swollen receptacle that grows around the core and swells. 



As for the pineapple, it has gone the whole hog.  On the surface of the 
whole pineapple you can see a crowded mass of roughly diamond-shaped 
segments.  Each of these is formed from a whole flower which has swollen 
and become fleshy and juicy and tight-packed with all its neighbours.  Very 
strange but very tasty. 

Lastly we have Yew berries, but 
these are different beasts entirely.  
Yew is a conifer and so doesn’t form 
proper fruits at all.  Inside each berry 
is a ‘naked’ seed – not enclosed in an 
ovary wall as it would be in a flowering plant.  The fleshy red structure 
(the aril) that grows up around it is rather similar to the way a hawthorn 
fruit develops, but you can’t call it a swollen receptacle because female 
Yew cones don’t have flower parts growing from a receptacle.  In the 
immature cone the naked seed is clearly visible, but the aril has yet to 
swell. 

The more botanically-minded of our members may well say – what about achenes and legumes and follicles 
and schizocarps and any number of other types of fruit?  I did say I would be concentrating on the succulent 
fruits and if you want to know more about these non-succulent types get a good botany text from a library or 
google your query. 

Richard 

     

 

     

 



FUNGI AT KYLOE QUARY – SUNDAY 22ND OCTOBER 

On a blustery, but fortunately dry and not too cold Sunday morning, twelve of us gathered at Kyloe for a 
morning’s mycology led by Sheila Lillie.  The aim was not just to find fungi and be told what they were, but to 
begin to understand a little of the skill of making correct identifications. 

We concentrated almost exclusively on larger fungi, not least because identifying (and even finding) smaller 
organisms like Rusts is highly specialised and usually requires microscopes.  Once 
in the quarry there were several Brown Birch Boletes (right).  Once it had been 
clarified that the spore-bearing structures on the underside of the cap on boletes 
are ‘pores’ rather than ‘paws’, Sheila demonstrated the importance of cutting 
down through the cap and the stalk (stipe) to see what colour it goes when 
exposed to air and of deliberately bruising the pores to see the colour of the 
bruised area.  In this bolete the cut surface goes a purplish blue all the way down 
to the base of the stipe.  

We came across three Milkcap species.  This group is easily identified by running 
ones finger across the gills which exude a milky liquid, although older specimens 
may not do so as readily as fresh young ones.  The colour of the ‘milk’ can be 
important in getting to the right species.  One of the three, Bearded Milkcap 
(left) was particularly striking with its very hairy rim – somehow one doesn’t 
really associate fungi with hairiness – or at least I don’t.  Another species, this 
time in the woodland, superficially appeared to be Rufous Milkcap until a check 
in the book showed that this grows under pine trees and we were in a birch/ash 
wood. 

This last fact underlines an important fact about many fungi.  All fungi have, as 
their main body, a mass of threads called hyphae which collectively make up the mycelium.  These are usually 
underground or, in the case of parasitic fungi, inside the tissues of the host plant.  Often the mycelium grows in 
close association with the roots of a particular species of tree or shrub and so it is only near that partner plant 
that you will find that species.  Several of the things we found were clearly associated with birch which is 
frequent in the quarry and the woodland. 

Dead wood is always a good place to search for fungi.  On the underside 
of some detached bark lying on wet soil was a patch of Wood 
Oysterlings (right).  Each small mushroom grows with a curved stipe so 
the gill surface is exposed.  Sheila announced this as an excellent find.  

Also on various bits of dead wood were Small Stagshorn and Purple 
Jellydisc fungi (pictures at the end).  The latter was particularly fresh 
and purple.  Another bit of rotting birch had the characteristic 

blue/green staining of Green Elfcup 
fungus, although there weren’t any 
fruiting bodies visible. 

On the quarry floor, as well as various rather indeterminate Russula 
(Brittlegill) specimens, there were several nice little pure white Snowy 
Waxcaps (left) and some scruffy, dirty-looking Brown Rollrims.  These 
rollrims show the danger of eating wild fungi unless you really know what 



you are doing.  You can eat these several times without apparent ill-effect, 
but the poison they contain is cumulative and may well kill you when your 
body has consumed a critical amount.  There were some small members 
of the genus Mycena , one of whose characteristics is that the centre of 
the cap has a raised area called an umbo, where the stipe is attached 
underneath.  Some were minute (right). 

The Russula species very often require microscopic examination and the 
application of diagnostic chemicals to the flesh for you to sure of the 
species identification – hence the fact that we didn’t decide on the species 
of the ones we found. 

In the woodland we came across the very conspicuous Coral Spot fungus on a dead branch and another piece 
of very rotten wood had a whole collection of rather elderly Stump Puffballs.  On another fallen tree was a nice 
fresh Bonfire Inkcap.  Its Latin name – Coprinus jonesii – leaves you in no doubt about the name of the mycologist 
who first described it. 

Still in the wood there were some good specimens of Common Funnel and good examples of the Hoof Fungus 
(or Tinder Bracket) which George pictured in the October newsletter, plus some Birch Polypore bracket fungi, 
also called Razor Strop Fungus.  The 5000 year old frozen body released a few years ago from a Swiss glacier 
had pieces of both these bracket fungi in his leather pouch. 

By 12.30 we were all ‘fungused-out’ and could absorb no more information, so we left Sheila who was intending 
to spend the afternoon looking for and at some of the smaller fungi.  She has promised to send a full list of all 
her finds at Kyloe so we can include these data in our Kyloe Quarry report for Lord Joicey. 

Richard  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Stagshorn Purple Jellydisc 

Stump Puffballs 
Birch Polypore 



HOW TO IDENTIFY FUNGI 

These notes refer only to the larger fungi – those with a cap and stem (stipe) or with a bracket-like growth form on wood 
or those that look like corals, also usually on wood, or grassland species that are club or spindle-shaped.  If you spot an 
interesting-looking fungus and either take a photo or make notes, you will then probably go to a photographic guide or to 
the Collins Fungi Guide to make an identification.   
 
Almost always you will find several species that might be the one you’ve got and you read the descriptions beside the 
photos or diagrams in the guide.  This is where these notes should come in useful, because if you have noted the various 
features suggested here you stand at least a half chance of deciding whether the species in the book really is the one you 
found.  If your specimen is a bracket fungus or one with a coral form or is club-shaped or finger-like then only numbers 1, 
6, 8 and 10 will apply. 

 
1.  Growth form and habit 
Cap and stipe;  bracket;  coral-like; club-shaped; finger (spindle) shaped with or without branches?  Is it growing alone or 
in a cluster or in a spreading patch (troop)? 
 

2.  Cap shape and texture 
Caps vary considerably and may change (in colour and/or shape) with the age of the specimen.  Has the cap got a central 
raised hump (umbo)?   What is the texture of the cap like:  smooth, fibrous, scaly, glutinous, slimy, sticky? 
 

3.  Below the cap 
The spores develop here either on gills or on projecting ‘teeth’ or inside small tubes (also called pores) 

 
4.  Gills 
Try to cut a specimen lengthways through the stipe and cap and look at the way the gills are attached (or not) to the stipe.  
Look at the diagrams below and decide which your specimen is like.  Also run your finger across the gill surfaces and note 
whether the gills are fragile and break when you do so.  Are the gills fleshy or thin; close together or spaced apart; all 
stretching fully to the stipe or some shorter? 
 

5.  Rings, veils and cortinas 
When the fungus is young the spores may be protected by a sheet of tissue that links the edge of the cap to the stipe or 
even fully encloses the whole mushroom.  As the fungus grows the tissue breaks so the spores can escape.  These sheets 
of tissue can be cobwebby (a cortina) or membranous (a veil).  When they break they can leave a ring on the stipe or spots 
on the cap or fibres on both the edge of the cap and the stipe.  Does your specimen have any of these features? 
 

6.  Colour 
Try to make notes or take photos of the fungus while it is fresh and note any differences of colour between the top of the 
cap, the stipe and the gills.  As specimens dry out they often change colour.  Deliberately damage the flesh and the gills 
and note any colour changes which occur during the following few minutes.  If the damaged gills produce any milky fluid, 
note the colour of the milk and check whether it changes colour in the next few minutes. 
 

7.  Striations 
When looked at from above does the cap have any radial striations?  If so, are they visible just near the edge of the cap 
or do they extend to the centre of the cap?  Note, striations may disappear as the cap dries out. 
 

8.  Smells 
If you have no sense of smell, skip this bit!  Even those with a normally decent sense of smell may find they can’t 
smell fungal odours.  But if you can, decide if you can smell coconut, curry, garlic, stewed apple, honey, coal 
gas, or any other odour, particularly near the base of the stipe. 
 
9.  Spore colour 
Make a spore print.  Take a detached cap and put it gill-side down on a sheet of glass or Perspex (you can use paper, but 
you’ll need black and white because some spores are white).  Put a drop of water on top of the cap and cover the whole 



with an upturned glass or cup.  Ideally leave overnight, but not any longer.  Remove the glass and the fungal cap and see 
what colour the spore print is. 
 

10.  Habitat 
Make note of the habitat.  Grassland (including lawns), leaf litter, rotting wood, gravelly ground, woodland, woodland 
clearing, bare soil, animal dung, dead animal bodies etc. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



INVERTEBRATE CORNER 

RIBBON WORMS: 

Ribbon worms belong to the Phylum Nemertea (see below left) and resemble ‘flatworms’ (Phylum 
Platyhelminthes; see below right), although they are decidedly more advanced. They are soft-bodied and their 
skin is covered with a carpet of short hairs (cilia) which enables them to creep over solid surfaces. Globally, 
there are around 1,160 known species, most of which live in marine habitats, typically under rocks in the 
intertidal zone, or amongst seaweed. A few live in freshwater or in the humid tropics. Eighty-two species live 
along the U.K. coast.  

    

 

Ribbon worms typically range from just a few centimetres in length to several meters. In the case of Lineus 
longissimus (the ‘bootlace worm’), a specimen washed ashore in 1864 at St. Andrew’s after a severe storm was 
recorded at over 55 metres, making this species the longest animal ever found on the planet (see photos of 
curled-up individuals, below).  

    

 

 

Many ribbon worms are brightly coloured (see below). 



       

    

Although seemingly unobtrusive, ribbon worms are important from an evolutionary perspective in that they 
were the first invertebrates to possess a number of new organ systems. Compared with the flatworms, for 
example, they have a primitive blood circulatory system comprising dedicated tubes through which 
haemoglobin-containing blood flows. Pumping of the blood is achieved both through blood vessel contractions 
and pressure created by the body wall as the animal moves. A second major advance seen in ribbon worms is 
that of a complete gut. In more primitive invertebrates, entry of food into the digestive tract and exit of wastes 
takes place through the same, single orifice, the mouth. As such, the ribbon worms can be hailed as “inventors 
of the anus” - all higher organisms possessing a one-way gut that has allowed the evolution of specialised 
sections (intake, digestion, absorption, excretion) and hence improved digestion efficiency. 

Ribbon worms are predators and are equipped with an elaborate proboscis for capturing prey (see photos 
below). This proboscis may be as much as one-third of the body length and can be everted rapidly through the 
mouth. At its end, is a sharp barb which penetrates the prey’s body wall allowing it to be dragged back to the 
mouth when the proboscis inverts. Some species produce a venom that subdues active prey such as polychaete 
worms and crustaceans. Occasionally, the proboscis can be damaged or even torn off, however these worms 
have the ability to regenerate missing parts. 

    

 

Reproduction can involve several different methods, including direct shedding of eggs and sperm into the 
surrounding seawater. Some species produce a special helmet-shaped stage, the pilidium (see photos below), 
which protects and nourishes the developing larvae (at the helmet’s centre). 



 

   

Dudley Williams 

Newton on the Moor 

 

 



What wildlife to look for in October

The last month has been relatively quiet with regards to wildlife.  Comparing the month to the same month in 
2016 some would say that it has been diabolical.  There has been very little easterly airflow and subsequently 
there has only been a handful of days when there has been an obvious migration of thrushes, warblers etc.  In 
spite of this there have been some very special wildfowl days on the coast especially around Lindisfarne and 
Budle Bay.  Goose and duck counts on the Wetland Bird Survey (WeBs) on 8th October were massive and included 
18,000 Barnacle Geese, 4,000 Light-bellied Brent, 4,500 Pink-footed Geese and 16,000+ Wigeon.  Birders were 
getting excited with the presence of a Richardson’s Cackling Goose (small Canada goose).

There were still a few plants in flower on south facing hills in the College valley on the 7th November.  These 
included Bell Heather, Mouse-eared Hawkweed, Tormentil and Thyme.  Heath Waxcap was still present and 
Ravens were doing their best to cause disruption to the Red grouse.  Unfortunately, at least 6 Grey Squirrels 
have been trapped in the last two weeks in the Valley but Reds are still present.

Species of the month:  Little auk

This is one of my favourite species to look for in winter.  Most of the time, they are mere dots in the binoculars 
or telescope but you can be lucky and get up very close to them.   I still remember seeing my very first Little Auk 
sitting on a concrete pad close to the Berwick pier.  Even though I saw it on the 4th January (many many years 
ago) it made my year.

The Little Auk (or dovekie) is Starling sized.  It is black above 
and white below.  In flight it shows black underwings.  It 
has a stubby black bill and a very short neck and tail.  Their 
flight is direct with fast-whirring whirring wing beats.  Little 
auks breed in the High Arctic in huge numbers – colonies 
can consist of a million birds.   The breeding sites are within 
boulder fields or within crevices.  Most winters small 
numbers appear off our coast with the best places to find 
being anywhere there is a headland e.g. Bamburgh (Stag 
Rocks), Newton Point, Boulmer etc.

In some years when the winds in the north have been in the right direction and there are northerly gales in 
the North Sea, they can appear in their thousands (wrecks).  One of my fondest memories of this species was 
a few years ago carrying out my WeBs count at Lindisfarne.  There were Little auks everywhere.  Small flocks 
were flying south in front of Holy Island Castle.  One even followed me down the Fenham le Moor road towards 
the hide before flying out to see.  When there are large numbers they can turn up absolutely anywhere – small 
ponds, super-market car parks and well inland well away from water.

Jack Daw



SIGHTINGS  OCTOBER  2017
BIRDS
Great Northern Diver 1 at Stag Rocks on 10th 
Red-throated Diver 3 at The Football Hole on 22nd 
Little Grebe 15 at East Chevington on 15th 
Cormorant 9 at Branton Ponds on 6th 
Grey Heron 4 at Monks House Pool on 12th 
Little Egret 4 at Budle Bay on 1st 1 at Branton Ponds on 6th and 2 on 8th 7 at Holy Island on 

8th 
Whooper Swan 1 at Branton Ponds on 6th and 3 on 9th 18 at East Chevington on 8th 6 at 

Branton Ponds on 18th 
Brent Goose 60+ at Budle Point on 1st 1000 at Holy Island on 21st 4000 at Fenham Flats on 

16th 
Barnacle Goose 120 over Branton Ponds on 12th 6000 at Budle Bay on 10th 2500 at Fenham 

Flats on 16th 5000 at Budle Bay on 12th 12 at Craster on 25th 
Pink-footed Goose 300+ at Budle Point on 1st 45 over Branton on 3rd and 230+ on 5th 2000 at Holy 

Island on 8th 38 at Branton Ponds on 30th 
Greylag Goose 255 at Branton Ponds on 6th 
Cackling Goose 1 at Budle Bay on 14th 
Tufted Duck 57 at East Chevington on 15th 
Shoveller 12 at Monks House Pool on 12th 
Pintail 9 at East Chevington on 15th 
Goosander 36 at Branton Ponds on 3rd and 87 on 6th 
Marsh Harrier 1 at East Chevington on 14th and 2 on 15th  
Hen Harrier 1 flying over Rothley Lakes on 3rd 
Buzzard 2 at Shepherds Law on 15th 
Kestrel 2 at Shepherds Law on 15th 
Peregrine 1 at Shepherds Law on 15th 
Merlin 1 at Holy Island on 8th and 1 on 20th 
Sparrowhawk 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 29th 
Woodcock 1 at Howick on 19th 
Avocet 1 at Monks House Pool on 10th and 12th 
Red-necked Pharlarope 1 at Druridge Pools on 10th and 11th and 16th 
Purple Sandpiper 1 at Craster on 4th 
Green Sandpiper 1 at Brandon Ford on 27th  
Little Stint 1 at Monks House Pool on 1st 1 at Low Newton on 5th 
Lapwing 300 at Monks House Pool on 12th 
Golden Plover 1000 at Fenham Flats on 21st  
Grey Plover 1000 at Holy Island on 15th 
Ruff 35 at Low Newton on 17th 
Greenshank 2 at Holy Island causeway on 21st 
Curlew 17 at Fenham Flats on 17th 150 at Smeafield on 18th 
Black-tailed Godwit 4 at Monks House Pool on 1st and 1 on 31st 
Great Skua 1 at Newton Point on 30th 
Arctic Skua 1 at Budle Point on 1st 
Long-tailed Skua 1 at Goswick G.C. on 1st and again on 8th 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 54 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 
Glaucous Gull 1 at Budle Bay on 10th 
White-winged Black Tern 1 at Stag Rocks on 1st 
Black Tern 1 at Budle Point on 1st 1 at East Chevington on 15th 
Common Tern 1 at Stag Rocks on 12th 
Arctic Tern 2 at Stag Rocks on 10th 



Roseate Tern 1 at Budle Point on 1st 
Stock Dove 1 at Beadnell on 26th 
Turtle Dove 1 at Seahouses on 18th 
Short-eared Owl 1 coming in off the sea at Holy Island on 15th 
Tawny Owl 3 at Brandon on 12th several all month around a garden in Alnwick
Barn Owl 1 near Brandon on 12th 
Little Owl 1 at Druridge Pools on 20th 
Kingfisher 1 at Branton Ponds on 6th 1 on River Aln near Alnwick on 5th 1 at Low Newton 

on 13th 
Bee-Eater 2 at East Chevington on 15th 1at Druridge Pools on 21st 
Swallow 1 at Druridge Pools on 20th 
Shorelark 1 at East Chevington on 15th 
Wheatear 1 at Dunstanburgh on 26th 
Water Pipit 1 at Druridge Pools on 18th 
Stonechat Several at Druridge Pools on 21st 1 near Weetwood on 23rd 
Black Redstart 1 at Boulmer on 20th 
Fieldfare 1 over Branton on 23rd 
Redwing Many on Holy Island on 19th several small flocks haeding SW at Fowberry Mains 

on 19th 150+ at Cambois on 19th 100 at Smeafield on 3rd 
Ring Ouzel 1 near Weetwood on 23rd 1 at Cambois on 19th 
Yellow-browed Warbler 2 at Low Newton on 21st 1 at Craster on 19th and 20th 1 at Holy Island on 20th 
Cetti’s Warbler 1 at East Chevington on 14th and 15th 
Barred Warbler 1 at Druridge Pools on 8th and 9th 
Long-tailed Tit 9 at Smeafield on 8th 
Willow Tit 1 at Craster on 4th and 26th 
Mealy Redpoll 1 at Low Newton on 21st 
Bullfinch 3 near Weetwood on 23rd 
Brambling 2+ at Fowberry Mains on 19th 3+ at Low Newton on 21st 
Crossbill 20+ at Thrunton Woods on 7th 3+ at Fowberry Mains on 19th many small 

groups at Thrunton Woods on 23rd 5 at Beanley Woods on 29th 
Little Bunting 1 at Low Newton on 21st 
INVERTEBRATES
Speckled Wood Several at Branton Ponds on 1st 30+ at Branton Ponds on 3rd 
Small Copper 1 at Branton Ponds on 15th 
Red Admiral 50+ at Branton Ponds on 3rd 
Red-line Quaker 2 at Branton on 14th 
Yellow-line Quaker 1 at Branton on 17th 
Green-brindled Crescent 1 at Branton on 14th 
Red-green Carpet 1 at Branton on 7th and 1 on 14th 
Spruce Carpet 1 at Branton on 7th and 22 on 17th 
Streak 1 at Branton on 1st and 1 on 14th with 2 on 23rd 
Satellite 1 at Branton on 17th 
Merveille du Jour 1 at Branton on 17th 1 at Howick
Mottled Umber 2 at Branton on 17th 
Feathered Thorn 2 at Branton on 17th 
Rusty-dot Pearl 1 at Branton on 23rd 
Common Darter 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 29th 
Migrant Hawker 1 at Low Newton on 5th 
MAMMALS
Red Squirrel 1 at Branton on 1st 1 near Druridge Bay Country Park on 18th 1 at Hedgeley Hall 

on 29th 1 at Elwick Farmhouse on 23rd 2 at Howick on 6th 
Grey Squirrel 1 at Felton on 8th 



Brown Hare 1 at Acton Home Farm on 29th 
Weasel 1 at Dunstanburgh on 26th 
Stoat 1 at Hauxley on 24th 1 in Ingram Valley on 27th 
Hedgehog 1 at Smeafield on 22nd and taken to Longframlington rescue centre 
Bottlenose Dolphin 1 at Craster on 24th 8 at Embleton Bay on 26th 
FUNGI
Verdigris Roundhead 1 near Whittingham on 9th 
Shaggy Inkcap Several at Branton Ponds on 8th 
Parrot Waxcap At Shepherds Law on 15th 
Honey Waxcap At Shepherds Law on 15th 
Blackening Waxcap At Shepherds Law on 15th 
Scarlet Waxcap At Shepherds Law on 15th 
Golden Waxcap At Shepherds Law on 15th 
Meadow Waxcap At Shepherds Law on 15th 
Snowy Waxcap At Shepherds Law on 15th 
Yellow Club At Shepherds Law on 15th 
Suede Bolete At Shepherds Law on 15th 
Turkey Tail At Beanley Woods on 25th 
Hoof Fungus At Beanley Woods on 25th 
PLANTS
Cowslip At Branton Ponds on 16th 
Bell Heather In flower at Shepherds Law on 25th 
REPTILES
Adder 1 at Branton Ponds on 24th 
Slow Worm 1 at Smeafield on 6th 
RAINFALL 45 mm
OBSERVERS G Bell, J Carr-Ellison, I&K Davison, G Dodds, M&J Drage,

P Jobson, A Keeble, M McMahon, R Poyer, S Reay, J Rutter,
S Sexton, D Taylor.


