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January Meeting – January 31st 2018 – State of British Birds – Dr Mark Eaton
Dr Mark Eaton is a Principle Conservation Scientist with the RSPB. He oversees the RSPB’s involvement in the
monitoring of birds in the UK and abroad. Fortunately for AWG Mark lives in Alnwick. He will talk about the
State of British Birds with particular reference to our local Northumbrian scene.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Remember that subs are due in January. Still no increase - £10 single, £17.50
for two or more at the same address. BUT Reduced rates continue to apply
for existing members for 2018 (£6 and £10). Please make cheques to Alnwick
Wildlife Group and bring to meetings in January or February or post to:
Richard Poppleton, Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA
Please try not to forget. Chasing subscriptions is a thankless task.

Please send sightings reports for December, no later than 6th January 2017 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The
Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.
co.uk Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after
the paper publication.
AWG welcomes contributions for the newsletter and items for inclusion should be submitted by the 12th of
the month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

A RINGERS YEAR
NOV 2017: This month’s update is an annual report on the Barn Owl breeding season. Monitoring 100
possible nest sites indicates that this was the most successful year since at least 2006 for Barn Owls in North
Northumberland (outside the National Park) and that the climate (or in simple terms the weather) was the
predominate determining factor in this outcome.
Consequent on the good weather many birds started nesting early and we were ringing owlets in May (not
normal until June or July). The number of breeding owls was high with 58 successful nests and 196 owlets being
ringed. Some of the early nesting owls were able to raise a second brood and 8 (all but one in the southern half
of the coastal strip) had young that were ringed in September and October. Six broods failed but two of these
were replaced successfully; with new eggs laid in July & August. The success at surviving (of any of the later
fledging owlets) will be influenced heavily by the weather in the last few months of 2017.
The average number of owlets fledged was only 2.8 (not substantially higher than in other years) but there
were eight notably larger broods which may indicate a particular high ‘local’ density of small mammal prey.
The largest individual brood encountered (of 7 owlets) was especially noteworthy as it included a bird which
showed the beautiful genetic traits of a dark or buff coloured owl from the eastern side of Europe (Scientific
name ‘guttata’).
Four newly fledged owlets died shortly after leaving their nests; 2 for unknown reasons, another drowned in
a water butt; while the fourth travelled 6kms only to hit a fence. Seventeen new adult Barn Owls were ringed
and 34 were re-trapped; including one female which is 8 yrs old; and another 3 adults which are 6yrs old. Our
now resident female owl from Dumfries bred again successfully; and two birds which were both hatched on the
coast in 2014 were successful at breeding inland this year. In one case this was for the first time although it had
occupied its nest site (near Whittingham) in 2016; the other bird had bred at the same inland site near Allerdean
in 2016.
Five regular pairs were retrapped. Another pair was identified in March in their regular nest site but then the
female was found dead near Wooler. However, the male was successful at attracting a new mate so that they
were able to lay eggs before the end of April.
Jackdaws again occupied a number of nest sites (15 plus) but other jackdaws were apparently beaten to nest
sites as owls were able to start breeding so early in the year. Kestrels did not seem to be able to take advantage
of the early Spring and only one pair used a nest box. However, this pair nested within a few metres of a
successful Barn Owl and raised a large brood of 6 pulli. At another site near Longhorsley a pair of Barn Owls
took-over a small kestrel type box and raised a large brood of 5 owlets.
Tawny Owls surprisingly took over three Barn Owl boxes and two pairs succeeded in raising young in these less
than ideal locations for this species.
Successful Barn Owl nests were near: Alnwick, Lowick, Longhorsley, Alnmouth, Boulmer, Netherwitton, Craster,
Wooler, Doddington, Warkworth, Howick, Fallowden, Rothbury, Whittingham, Berwick upon Tweed and
Lindisfarne.
Thanks are due to all those who have helped with this project; in what has been a busy year.
Anyone interesting in ringing is invited to get in touch.

Phil Hanmer
A Ringer & Trainer
Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum)
E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com
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PLANT CORNER
I was reading an article the other day about the Giant Water-lily Victoria amazonica. It has enormous leaves up
to 3m in diameter and if circumstances prevent you visiting the Amazon you can find specimens in big glass
houses at places like Kew Gardens and the Royal Botanical Garden Edinburgh. Apparently the veins in these
leaves gave Joseph Paxton (an amazing character himself – look him up) the inspiration for the arrangement of
the glass-supporting spars in the roof of the great Crystal Palace glasshouse. The massive floating leaves and
one that has been turned over are shown below. All of this got me thinking about the arrangement of the veins
in our native plant leaves.

Autumn and winter are the seasons when, if you search
carefully, you can sometimes find tree leaves whose soft tissues
have rotted away, leaving just a skeleton of veins. Some typical
specimens are shown on the right.
Leaves, of course, are amazing plant organs whose main
purposes are to carry our photosynthesis and to enable the
plant to take up water and minerals from the roots by the
process of transpiration. For these two things to happen the
leaves must usually be thin and have a large surface area and for this they must be supported by a network of
veins. Similarly, if water is to evaporate from the surfaces, as it must in transpiration, there must be transport
tissues which are also found in the veins.
Sometimes the arrangement of veins can be a significant factor in
identifying plant species. So first we need to be aware that the two
major categories of flowering plants – monocots and dicots – have
by definition different vein arrangements (venation). The
monocots (shown left), which include all the grasses and rushes
and most bulbous and cormous plants, have parallel venation.
Each leaf starts with many parallel veins when they are very young
and as they grow new tissue is added to the base of each vein so
the parallel pattern is retained. The varieties of venation in
monocots can be seen in the diagram. Sometimes when the leaf
shape has diverged from the usual long thin shape the parallel
veins are found to have distorted to adapt to the new leaf shape.
But in almost all cases, although the main veins are parallel they are linked by a network of small linking veins.
Do be aware that there are confusing exceptions – so Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata, which is a dicot,
also has what seems to be parallel venation.
Dicot leaves form as miniatures, with just a few veins, then expand in all directions, adding finer veins between
the main veins as they go. But inevitably this does not mean that all dicot leaves have the same pattern. There

are enormous variations in the extent of branching, in the question of whether veins run right out to the leaf
edge or loop back on themselves and in the pattern of secondary veins. The diagram below shows some
simplified examples of variations in dicot leaf venation patterns.
In a leaf like the one at the middle left each vein ends
at the leaf margin and there is usually a tiny gland at
that point called a hydathode which exudes sap to aid
transpiration. In other cases, like the one at bottom
right, none of the veins actually reach the leaf margin
at all.

Many leaves have a pattern of a single central vein or
midrib from which side veins branch, either in opposite
pairs or alternately, while palmate leaves like the
maple (bottom centre) and the more or less circular
leaves often tend to have several veins branching
immediately out from the point where the leaf stalk is
attached to the leaf blade.

Sometimes in plant identification the pattern of
venation can be crucial. The diagram below is taken
from the BSBI Handbook that deals with the WaterStarworts Callitriche and although there are other characteristics that will be used to make an identification,
the vein patterns can be diagnostic.

So next time you pick up a leaf, spend a little time looking closely at the amazing architecture of the venation
and then compare it with the venation of the leaves from one or two other species.
Richard

NEW YEAR PLANT HUNT
Last March I included a couple of paragraphs in my Plant Corner article about the BSBI New Year Plant Hunt
and said I’d try to remember to put a reminder in the next December Newsletter. Well, here it is!
The idea is to record as many species of plant you see actually showing some flowering on any one day
between 1st and 4th January. You shouldn’t include garden plants unless they are uninvited weeds or are
found as escapes in the wild. Towns are a good place to do a hunt and here the road-side of walls count
as ‘wild’ as do pavement cracks and bits of waste ground.
With plants like grasses and rushes, don’t include them unless you find fresh new flowers and not just the
remains of some of last summer’s flowering spikes. And don’t forget to look up as well as down –
broadleaf trees and shrubs would also count. With unopened buds, use your judgement – if they are
almost open include them, otherwise not.
The BSBI Plant Hunt has gone from strength to strength in its four years so far. In 2014 only 70 lists were
sent in (some from individuals and some from groups), while for New Year 2017 416 lists were submitted.
The total number of records has risen from 1173 in 2014 to 7123 in 2017, although 2016 was the peak
year with 9160 records. 2017 was a relatively poor year, with the average number of species per list at
only 15.5, while all the previous years had averages over 20. Undoubtedly this reflects the fact that many
parts of the country had colder conditions in the period October to December 2016 than in the previous
three years.
When I looked at the map showing where lists had been sent from, there appeared to be only five
submissions from North Northumberland in 2017. So perhaps in 2018 AWG could try to get involved. It
won’t matter if you prefer to do your list as a solo observer or whether you want to visit your chosen patch
as a group. You don’t even have to be at home. Some lists have been submitted from areas round
motorway service stations, presumably as families have been returning home from New Year excursions.
The best way to submit your records is either to go through the BSBI website ( http://bsbi.org ) or by sending
them to me ( richard.pop@btinternet.com or Richard Poppleton, Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount,
Alnwick NE66 2EA). There is apparently a smart phone app, but don’t ask me about that! Don’t forget to
say where you were when you did your count(s).

MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER
There was a good audience of 50 who were first presented with George’s ‘show-and-tell’ specimens. There was
a large dead Mole from Titlington Mount and a Common Darter dragonfly corpse. This latter specimen was a
confusing blackish colour which initially suggested something rare, but eventually it was agreed that this was a
rather long-dead insect whose normal body colours had been lost.
John Steele then gave us a presentation on “Signs of Wildlife”. His accompanying images were on slide
transparencies so there was no danger of us suffering a repeat of the IT difficulties we had last month.
John stressed the importance of using the whole range of senses in the field in order to interpret wildlife signs.
Eyes, ideally aided by binoculars, ears and smell can all be used in successful detective work. Tracks (individual
footprints) and Trails (patterns of footprints on the ground) are both helped if there is a light dusting of snow
or if there is a good surface of sand or mud. He showed the difference between the marks ion sand of a bird
landing and one taking off.
Sometimes there are mysteries. A trail that looked like a ‘peg-legged’
partridge turned out to be just that – the bird had lost all the toes on
one foot, probably to a fungal disease. On the other hand a ‘twolegged’ fox trail was caused by the fact that when a fox moves at
speed the hind feet land in exactly the same places as the fore-feet
have been, so you appear to have an animal walking on its back legs,
as is shown in the photo.
Hare tracks need some interpretation because, when running, the
back legs come through under the body so the trail shows the hindfeet marks ahead of the fore-feet.
If you find the carcase of a prey animal you sometimes need to
remember that the initial predator may have been a raptor which will
have taken the choice parts of the prey, but then the rest of the
carcase may have been stripped to the bone by a fox.
Not all wildlife signs belong to birds and mammals. If you sit quietly
in dead bracken you may hear the rasping sounds of a wasp
burrowing into a dead stalk. Many plants then have galls, such as
robin’s-pin-cushions on roses, caused by insect larvae inside the host tissues. Trees and shrubs may be totally
defoliated by insects like Small Ermine Moth larvae which then spin masses of protective webs that seem to
envelop the twigs.
Learning to look at conifer cones and hazel nuts with a detective’s eyes can reveal whether the animal that has
been feeding on them has been a squirrel, a wood mouse or a vole.

Sparrowhawk pellets

Bird pellets, regurgitated by
corvids, owls, raptors and even
dippers, reveal the identity of their
prey species.
Similarly the
droppings (spraint) of otters will
also show fish and crustacean
remains and the feel and smell of
spraint can also help to identify
the type of food that has been
eaten.

Tawny Owl pellet

John’s slides covered a range of other fascinating wildlife signs:
 Woodchippings on a woodland floor can show the activities of woodpeckers and if any droppings are
found they will contain ant remains if the bird has been a green woodpecker
 Otter prints in soft mud may show the webbing between the toes
 Die-back at the tops of deciduous trees may be caused by squirrels ring-barking the branches, not by
disease
 Pineapple galls can be found on spruce trees and squirrels often shred these to get at the grubs inside
 If there are small ‘bonsai’ conifers in a plantation, they are likely to have been targeted by roe deer
 Small mammal carcases that are half-buried are likely to have been the targets of sexton beetles
 The contents of the crop of bird carcases can often show what the birds have been eating
In the future we may start to find evidence of beavers which have been felling small trees to contribute to
their dams.
All in all the key to awareness of what is going on in the countryside involves keeping eyes, ears and nose
open to information.

NEW AWG LAPTOP
Members who were at Shaun Hackett’s Waxcap talk in October will remember the difficulties we had
in getting our laptop to communicate with the TV monitor at St James’s. Well, to avoid anything similar
happening in the future we took the decision to replace our ageing laptop with a new one that also runs
the most recent version of Microsoft Office. Before the November meeting we tested it out and it
appeared to work perfectly. So, fingers crossed for future meetings.

STEWCHAT.
Due to one thing and another there was no article from me last month, so here is a quick summary of October
and November in one go…
Whilst we did not get the hoped for easterly winds this year, as we did last year, there were still some good
birds to be seen during October.
The month began with a particularly popular juvenile Long-tailed Skua loitering on Goswick Golf Course. These
birds are more often seen flying north off shore during September seawatches, but this bird fancied more
terrestrial fare by eating worms on the short turf! It spent most of the month here attracting admires from
many miles away.

Figure 1: Long-tailed Skua, juv, Goswick.

Later on the 1st, the adult winter White winged Black Tern was still hanging around off Stag Rocks. Like the
skua, this is very untypical of this species, being a marsh tern, they frequent shallow reedy pools rather than
the open sea. Here is associated with a nice juv Black Tern affording a nice comparison.
A week later, 6th October, two Barred Warblers were on offer, one at Newbiggin Golf Course and one at
Druridge Pools. With a little patience both could be seen as they clambered around munching elder and
blackberries. These reverse migrants from eastern Europe can be tricky to catch up with so this was a rare treat.
A few days later, on the 10th, Druridge played host to another rarity, this time a young Red-necked Phalarope
all the way from the high arctic. It’s a while since we had one in the county as obliging as this youngster, so it
too attracted a constant stream of visitors during its short stay.
However, all of these rare birds causing some excitement were to be eclipsed on 15th when 8 lucky birders were
treated to a fly past from 2 Bee-eaters at East Chevington. There has never been a ‘stayer’ in the county so for
those present this was a moment to punch the air ( I was one of the chosen few I am pleased to say). The
exclucivity was soon to be short lived though, as one of the pair was relocated at, yes you guessed it, Druridge
Pools on 18th and lingered for over a week where all and sundry could catch up with this multi-coloured
Mediterranean visitor as it hawked wasps and dragonflies around the pools.

All of this made the presence of a singing Cetti’s Warbler at Chevington and another ringed at Druridge with a
Water Pipit and another Black Tern, seem quite mundane.

Figure 2: Bee-eaters at Chevington field sketches.

October’s excitement was not over yet however, with a lovely Little Bunting for 4 days at Low Newton Tin
Church. It often proved elusive but sometimes showed in the open very well indeed.

Figure 3: Little Bunting, Low Newton

By contrast, November saw the commencement of winter and things quietened off quite rapidly.
A couple of seawatches from Beadnell Point early in the month were enlivened by a good pod of Bottle-nosed Dolphins
very close in shore, good numbers of divers including Red-throated, Black-throated and Great Northerns, 4 Long tailed
Ducks just off the harbour, a juv Pomarine Skua and a couple of migrating Woodcocks in-off.

So, now it is time to batten down the hatches and to get ready for Christmas…

Figure 4: Little Bunting, Low Newton.

Figure 5: Barred Warbler, Druridge Pools
Stewart Sexton, Howick.

What wildlife to look for in October
The weather has turned with frosts and a touch of snow. As I write this (5th December), there has been an
influx of thrushes especially Blackbirds and Redwings with small numbers of Fieldfares and Song Thrushes.
Those tall bushy hedges with lots of Hawthorn berries seem to be attracting good numbers. Their nervousness
makes close observation difficult but given a bit of patience there may be a Dusky, Black-throated or Eye-browed
Thrush amongst them.
Birds of prey are much in evidence especially on lower ground. Male Peregrines have been seen at both Lowick
and Longhorsley and a young bird was on wing over moorland in the north of the county.
At home the bird feeders are much busier but the House Sparrows have taken over. A male Blackbird comes
into the yard looking for apple and ‘the’ Robin and Dunnock flit between the chattering masses of sparrows. It
takes several days of snow before we see Blue and Great Tits, Chaffinches and Greenfinches visiting our feeders.
Species of the month: Hawfinch
I do not normally rave about an uncommon or rare species but this finch has to be one of the best. A small
number (5) have turned up on a little nature reserve at Abbey Mills, west of Morpeth. A combination of small
fields, large hedgerows with Hornbeam, deciduous woodland and the River Wansbeck makes this a perfect
location for a short winter walk to get away from the Christmas shopping. I was told to look for Hornbeams,
which turned out to be two large over-grown hedges. A brief period of scanning eventually turned up the group
noisily crunching Hornbeam nuts. The popping noise could be heard from quite a distance. Great views were
had especially involving a male chasing a female.
Hawfinches are infamously one of the shyest and
scarcest of British breeding birds and even a fleeting
glimpse of one is noteworthy. Which is a shame as
they are also one of the most beautiful birds to live
in these isles; with a soft plumage consisting of
various shades of orange, grey, peach, black, white
and even a hint of metallic blue. They look like no
other British bird, being large finches with enormous
metal-grey bills set on big heads that makes them
look very front-heavy, a feature accentuated by
their short, stubby tails.
My very first birds were a pair in the Hirsel car park
alongside the A697 in the early 1980’s. There used
to be a flock wintering at the entrance to Hulne
Park, Alnwick. This flock disappeared a few years
ago and the species became very difficult to find in the county. Either a very good breeding season or a failure
of seed crop in Central Europe has meant large numbers are turning up in the UK in the last month. It will be
well worth looking around stands of beech and hornbeam – best of luck.
N.B. Abbey Mills nature reserve is well worth the visit at any time of year.
I hope that you have a joyful Christmas and prosperous 2018

Jack Daw

BIRDS
Red-throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
Slavonian Grebe
Bittern
Little Egret

SIGHTINGS NOVEMBER 2017

2 past Newton Point on 18th 2 at Annstead on 14th 6 at Stag Rocks on 21st
1 at Stag Rocks on 15th
4 at Stag Rocks on 19th 1 at East Chevington on 24th
1 at Branton Ponds on 14th
1 at Branton Ponds on 4th and again on 8th 1 at Low Hedgeley on 15th 1 on River
Breamish near Reaveley on 22nd 2 at Budle Bay all month 1 at Abbey Mills on 27th
Grey Heron
4 at Monks House Pool on 16th
Whooper Swan
3 at Hauxley on 11th 23 at Low Newton Pool on 18th 10 at Dunstan Square on
11th and 2 on 18th 9 at Low Newton on 13th and 18 on 17th 67 at Low Newton
Pool on 9th
Pink-footed Goose
10 at Branton Ponds on 1st 30 at Low Newton Scrape on 18th
Barnacle Goose
1000 at Harper’s Heugh on 19th
Shoveler
1 at Branton Ponds on 1st
Wigeon
150+ at Branton Ponds on 1st and 295 on 4th
Shelduck
2 at Branton Ponds on 3rd
Gadwall
26 at Branton Ponds on 4th
Pintail
2 at Branton Ponds on 4th and 1 on 26th
Red-crested Pochard
A pair at Big Waters on 4th
Long-tailed Duck
3 at Stag Rocks on 19th
Common Scoter
50 at Stag Rocks on 19th and 100 on 21st
Red-breasted Merganser 4 at Holy Island on 14th 6 at Stag Rocks on 21st
Sparrowhawk
1 at Hauxley on 11th 1 at Craster on 17th and 18th
Peregrine
1 at Holy Island causeway on 9th
Water Rail
1 at Branton Ponds on 1st and 1 on 29th 1 at Newton Pool on 9th
Snipe
4 at Branton Ponds on 1st
Oystercatcher
3 at Branton Ponds on 13th
Golden Plover
120 over Branton on 13th
Lapwing
900 at Budle Bay on 21st
Green Sandpiper
1 at Branton Ponds on 11th 2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 12th
Greenshank
1 at Holy Island causeway on 9th
Black-tailed Godwit
1 at Monk’s House Pool on 14th and 2 on 21st
Purple Sandpiper
150 at high tide roost below Bamburgh G C on 16th
Grey Phalarope
1 at Cocklawburn on 19th
Great Black-backed Gull 2 at Branton Ponds on 1st
Short-eared Owl
2 in Bamburgh Dunes mid month
Long-eared Owl
1 near Titlington Mount on 15th
Barn Owl
2 at The Clinch on 13th 1 at Alnwick Moor on 15th 1 near Rock on 15th
Common Swift
1 at Hauxley on 11th
Kingfisher
1 at Craster Harbour on 25th
Waxwing
3 at Beanley Woods on 18th
Stonechat
1 at Hauxley on 11th pair at Newton Scrape on 14th
Chiffchaff
1 at Hauxley on 11th 3 at Low Newton on 18th
Willow Tit
1 at Craster on 13th and 15th
Marsh Tit
1 at Wallington on 27th
Treecreeper
1 at Branton Ponds on 8th
Great Grey Shrike
1 Prestwick Carr all month
Twite
70 at Chibburnmouth on 27th 6 at Low Newton on 9th
Hawfinch
1 of a group of 8 near Morpeth on 4th and 1 on 27th
Brambling
1 at Wallington on 27th
Snow Bunting
1 near Branton on 26th

MAMMALS
Grey Squirrel
1 near Hedgeley Lakes on 6th
Red Squirrel
1 at Hauxley on 11th at least 1 all month at Branton
Weasel
1 at Branton on 10th
Harbour Porpoise
Several at Craster on 14th and 23rd
FISH
Sea Trout
3 at Brandon Ford on 6th
OBSERVERS
G Bell, J Carr-Ellison, I&K Davison, S Dawson, G Dodds, M&J Drage, P Jobson, A Keeble, P&P McEwan, H
Wyld.

Save Windy Edge Fields
PLEASE NOTE: This article about the planning application for the Windy Edge housing development in
Alnwick has been included in our newsletter following an approach by the Alnmouth Road Residents’
Association. The opinions expressed do not reflect any formal position of the Alnwick Wildlife Group.
However, it was felt that because of the suggested wildlife implications the article could be of interest to
some of our individual members who might wish to respond to the planning authority.
Alnmouth Road Residents Association (ARRA) is inviting
members of Alnwick Wildlife Group to support our
campaign to save Windy Edge Fields and oppose the
proposal to build 270 houses on this site. Our main
consideration is around traffic and access but we also have
concerns about wildlife and ecology.
The planning application refers to these fields as
“agricultural land for stock and horses”. Although all of the
fields have been grazed historically, a significant land area
has, for the last 2-3 years, been cut for hay with no grazing.
Whilst these fields may not yet be established hay
meadows, we have certainly seen an increase in diversity
since grazing was removed, with the fields supporting a
number of grasses and other plant species. Orchids are also
present on one of the adjacent grassy banks. A number of
predatory species forage in these fields. Buzzards are seen
almost every day, both in flight and perching in the trees
and hedgerows. Barn owls hunt at dawn, particularly in the
late winter/early spring months. Herons, kestrels and
sparrowhawks are also frequent sightings. In the summer,
the skies are full of swallows, house martins and swifts by
day, replaced by bats as darkness falls (five different bat
species have been recorded). The presence of so many
predatory and foraging species must indicate a relatively
rich food chain existing in these fields.

The Ecological Assessment does not confirm any breeding bird
species. This adult and fledgling swallow were photographed
by a resident 30/06/17

The Ecological Assessment, submitted as part of the
planning application, concludes that there are no signs of
brown hare or hedgehog and therefore recommends no
further surveys or mitigation for these species, even
though residents see both species regularly during the
summer months. No barn owl survey has been carried out
even though we know this important species to be a
frequent, if not daily, visitor.
The development will remove a number of mature trees
and hedgerows yet the planning proposal claims that there
will be an increase biodiversity on this site. We find it hard
to believe that species such as barn owl and brown hare
will continue to benefit from the new site. Additionally, we
have concerns about who will be responsible for
maintaining the new ‘parkland’, ponds, fields, orchard and
‘village green’ and how this will be resourced.
Finally, consideration has to be given to the impact on
access to the wider environment and wildlife. Peter’s Mill
Lane is currently used by hundreds of walkers (and other
users) accessing not only the Windy Edge fields but also the
River Aln and the heritage landscape beyond. The
development will completely change the character of the
area and the creation of new semi-urban greenspace will
not compensate for the loss of access to the countryside.

Diversity of flora has increased since grazing has been
removed for the last 2-3 years

We hope that members of Alnwick Wildlife Group will join
us in opposing this development (comments required as
soon as possible, planning ref 17/04143/FUL). For
information about how to structure comments to give
them more weight in the planning process, please contact
triciacresswell@gmail.com. Those living on or near to
Alnmouth Road are invited to join ARRA (membership £5,
contact wearn.dave@gmail.com). You can also find us on
Facebook (Save Windy Edge Fields).
Katherine Williams, katherinewilliams154@gmail.com, on
behalf of the Alnmouth Road Residents Assocation (ARRA)

Housing is proposed in the fields on both sides of Peter’s Mill Lane: the character of this landscape will be changed
forever.

