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May Meeting – 30th May 2018 – Birding adventures in the Americas – Tom Cadwallender
Tom is well-known to AWG and is a passionate speaker about all-things birds. This time Tom will describe his
bird watching trips in the Americas. There will be excellent photographs and I am sure plenty of stories of Tom’s
travels. It should be a very entertaining evening and not one to miss.

Ringers Year Pictures
Please send sightings reports for April, no later than 6th May 2018 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The Bungalow,
Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Copies
of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after the paper
publication.
AWG welcomes contributions for the newsletter and items for inclusion should be submitted by the 12th of
the month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

A RINGERS YEAR
March 2018: At the end of last month’s report I mentioned that I was going to The Gambia, in Africa, to be part
of the long term ornithological studies being conducted at the Kartong Bird Observatory – I actually left home
on the first day of the bad snow and it took me twice the time it would normally take to drive to Gatwick Airport
(I was actually cursing our so-called regional-hub (Newcastle) Airport for not having a service to Gatwick!).
Anyway first some local news; three young Barn owlets I ringed in their respective nests last year have been
found dead in the March snow: GV55817 (ringed in late May 2017) from near Longhorsley was found dead near
Newton on the Moor; and GV55806 (also ringed in May) from near Boulmer was found dead quite close to its
nest site; while GV65427 from a September (second brood) at Hipsburn was found dead at Howick. An adult
male owl that probably nested near Foxton in 2016 and 2017 was found dead just down the coast at Alnmouth.
I have also been told of several unringed birds been found dead; although some of these were the more normal
road casualties and so far this winters casualties do not seem to have been too high. Let’s hope the weather
will now improve. I also received a copy of a report from The Barn Owl Trust in which they compile information
studies up and down the country. This says, “data received from 38 monitoring schemes shows that the number
of nesting pairs in the UK in 2017 was 17% above the average of all previous years (2013 -2016)”. Apparently
they only did poorly in West Galloway and West Cornwall. To read the full report just Google “State of the UK
Barn Owl population 2017”. The only Barn Owl work I have done recently is to put up a new box in a local farm
steading to try and compensate for one lost when a hemmel has been demolished to make way for an overlarge holiday cottage (the same hemmel from which a landowner moved a box in the breeding season last year).
Another box was put up in steading to replace a worn-out box.
Checking on the state of 16 potential Goldeneye boxes (to effect repairs etc.) found two Tawny Owls in residence
starting to breed (they are a bit like clockwork in their breeding habits and unlike Barn Owls don’t seem to wait
for the weather to warm up much). The ducks will not be back until April.
Returning to my African escape from the snow I have first attached photographs of two distinctly Afro-tropical
birds: The first is an African Jacana- with bright chestnut underparts and ridiculously long legs and ‘toes’ – you
might well call them ‘lily-trotters’. The second is a very small Beautiful Sunbird (a male in breeding plumage).
Unlike our local birds we still know very little about the basic Natural History of these Afro-tropical birds; we ring
them, weigh, age and try to determine their sex. We also take additional biometric measurements such as ‘total
head length’, ‘tarsus & toe’ and tail length; as well as collecting feather samples for analysis.
The third picture is of a Willow Warbler – captured on its migration north, back to Europe; it was carrying a
lot a fat (scored visually on what we can see in its throat) so clearly a travelling bird. We controlled and ringed
several other Palaearctic migrants including Sedge Warblers, Reed Warblers, Yellow Wagtails, Redstarts and a
Bluethroat.
As well as gathering real scientific data, the Kartong Observatory trains local volunteers and Wildlife Department
staff. It is a great place to go bird watching with 357 different species being recorded; and it also collects and
does useful things for the local community including the school. I will tell you about catching Vultures next
month!
Anyone interesting in ringing is invited to get in touch.

Phil Hanmer ‘A’ Ringer/Trainer Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum)
E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com

WALKS
By the time you get this Newsletter we shall have had our first walk on the moors at Beanley and
Titlington. The other trips now have details attached and an extra one has been slipped in – last
year’s Holy Island walk was so wet that it seemed a good idea to do it again, but a bit earlier to get
the best of the orchids as well as all the other attractions of the island. Thanks to Vivien Boulton for
the suggestion. Note also that the date for the Quarry House trip has been changed.
SATURDAY 19th May College Valley (but a different route to last year’s trip). Led by George
Meet at the Hethpool carpark at 10.30am where we’ll get people into a small number of cars
to go up the valley to park at Mounthooley. About 5 miles with some uphill. Good walking
boots strongly advised and clothing as dictated by the upland weather. Bring Lunch.
O.S. Landranger 74 O.S. Explorer OL16 Grid Ref NT 894 281
SUNDAY 27th May
Lamberton cliffs – birds, butterflies and botany. Ian & Keith
North on the A1 past Berwick. Turn off left from the dual carriageway about two miles north
of Berwick, signed Lamberton. Follow road round to the right to go over the A1 and then go
right through a gate down a rough road to the car park just before the railway line. Meet at
the car park at 10.00am. About 2.5 miles (2½ hours). Stout footwear.
O.S Landranger 75 O.S. Explorer 346 Grid Ref NT 976 577
SATURDAY 16th June Branton Ponds - evening bird chorus. Ian & Keith
Meet at the Branton Ponds carpark at 7.00pm for a 2 hour stroll to enjoy the sights and
sounds of the ponds. Approx 1.5 miles. Stout footwear (perhaps wellies if it’s been wet)
O.S. Landranger 81 O.S. Explorer 332 Grid Ref NU 049 166
SUNDAY 24th June Holy Island – orchids, dune flora, birds. Led by Richard
Safe crossing is until 11.10am and we can get off again from 3.45pm, so this will be a full day
trip. Binoculars, plant field guide and hand lenses will be useful if you have them. Remember
the problem with Pirri-pirri Bur and wear footwear and clothing that provide as few
attachment opportunities as possible. Meet at The Snook parking area (track on your left
about halfway between the mainland and the island) at 11.00am. Bring lunch
O.S Landranger 75 O.S. Explorer 340 Grid Ref NU 105 436
SATURDAY 7th July Alnwick Lion Bridge to Peter’s Mill. Led by David
Meet at the Lion Bridge at 10.00am. Park either in Bailiffgate or the Peth or in the parking
layby on the north side of the bridge. The walk involves riverside and woodland walking and
there may be mud, so choose suitable footwear. Distance probably about 3 miles.
O.S. Landranger 81 O.S. Explorer 332 Grid Ref NU 186 138
SUNDAY 5th August Quarry House Ponds. Led by Jim
Meet at Quarry House farm at 10.30am on the moor road. We shall have a look at the ponds
For amphibians, aquatic plants etc, and then walk down to Chatton Sandyfords. Distance
about 5km c.2½ hours. Wet moorland, so stout footwear and midge repellent advised.
O.S. Landranger 75 O.S. Explorer 340 Grid Ref NU 104 247
SATURDAY 22nd September Shepherds Law for waxcaps etc. Richard & Jane (Details to follow)

PLANT CORNER
4th April – just starting to have some thoughts about the new botany season and I look out of the window and
it’s snowing. Hey ho! My thoughts have recently turned to pairs of species that for one reason or another are
either difficult to separate in the field or sometimes you can tell them apart but you can’t remember which
name belongs to which. When you are faced with this problem it can often help to have a little mnemonic or
more often a little phrase that gives you the key clue you need.
A classic example, well known to most botanists, is that there are two Soft-grasses that can often look quite
similar, particularly if they are not flowering. One is the very familiar Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus and the other
is the equally common but less regularly recognised Creeping Soft-grass H. mollis. They are both softly hairy,
but if you remember that “Mollie has hairy knees”, then you immediately know you must look at the joints
(nodes) on the stems and if they are particularly hairy then you’ve got Holcus mollis (the right hand picture).

Another pair that can be awkward are Hairy Bittercress Cardamine hirsuta and Wavy Bittercress C. flexuosa.
These are common species in a wide variety of habitats. You’d think that the names would give them away.
Surely one is hairy and the other has wavy stems. No such luck. The stems of both can be more or less wavy
and both are hairy – often the wavy one is hairier than the hairy one. So it all comes down to how many stamens
there are in each flower. C. flexuosa usually has 6 while C. hirsuta has 4. But how do you remember which is
which when you find one? Well, the little saying is “Flexy, sexy, hexy”. No problem! (flexuosa on the left,
hirsuta on the right)

On a trip into Kyloe Wood in March we were looking carefully at conifers. In the woods are several species of
Silver Fir, most particularly European Silver Fir Abies alba, Grand Fir A. grandis and Noble Fir A. procera. They
are often not easy to tell apart, particularly if you can’t find any cones or if the trees are too young to have
become cone-bearing, so any little clue to make identification easier is very helpful. Ian Robinson from Scottish
Woodlands produced an excellent little saying that I hadn’t heard before - “Hockey is a noble sport”. If you
look closely at the needles of Noble Fir they each have a curve just before they attach to the twig so that they
look like miniature hockey sticks. Not, I hasten to point out, modern field hockey sticks with their sharply curved
‘Indian’ heads, but like the old ‘English’ hockey stick shape that I used to wield when I was a lad. Or perhaps
like an ice-hockey stick. This feature isn’t true of the other two Abies species at Kyloe

Sticking with conifers, those species with flat sprays of needles, like Lawson’s Cypress Chamaecyparis
lawsoniana and Western Red Cedar Thuja plicata can also cause problems. Eventually when you get your eye
in you can start to recognise the Red Cedar from its bark and general shape (what Birders would call its ‘jizz’),
but Angus Lunn, who some may recognise as the author of the New Naturalist volume Northumberland, came
up with what he found was a useful expression, “Thuja’s thicker”. He had noticed that the ends of the individual
needles in the Red Cedar trees seemed thicker (right hand photo) and more fleshy than those of the Cypress
(left hand, with cones inset). Are you convinced by the photos below? I’m not sure that I am, although if you
have the cones it’s much easier.

You may know that Oak trees in Britain come in two main species. The Sessile Oak Quercus petraea and the
English Oak Q. robur differ in that one species has acorns with stalks but leaves with no stalks while the other
species has these features the other way round – but how can you remember which is which? Very recently,
last weekend in fact while I was thinking about this article, I coined a little saying to help me. It goes thus: there
are two dysfunctional Oak twins “Cecil nuts Peter, and Cecille leaves Robert”. So given that Cecil/Cecille sound
like sessile; that acorns are nuts and that Peter and Robert are quite like petraea and robur, I now know that

Sessile Oak has stalkless acorns, while English Oak has virtually stalkless leaves. Well it works for me even if for
no-one else! In the photos the left hand one is Sessile oak with its stalkless acorns (and stalked leaves) while
the right hand one is the English oak with stalkless or very short-stalked leaves (and long-stalked acorns). Sadly
for the field botanist, the two species do hybridise, so you may well find specimens that don’t really seem to fit
the normal definition.

Lastly there’s a nice little saying that helps you to recognise Lady Fern Athyrium filix-femina at a glance and
distinguish it from any of the range of Male Ferns. In the current climate, of course, this expression is probably
not acceptable, but it says that “Lady Ferns are lacy and frilly”. Well from the photos you can see what is
meant.

Richard

MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 28TH MARCH
The weather had put paid to our February meeting and our scheduled speaker for this March date had had to
go into hospital for an operation, so the Cheviot Goats topic had to be postponed to a future occasion. Very
fortunately Stewart Sexton had a talk available, much of which he had given to a meeting at Howick Village Hall
in the autumn. We are most grateful to him for stepping into the breach. Thanks are also due to Jim Clark for
putting together this report of the meeting in Richard’s absence.
The meeting with 32 members and guests began with a “show and tell” when three dead Barn Owls were
displayed. Phil Hanmer was on hand to describe them all as males, two of which were ringed. One was a road
casualty from the A1 and the other two from Foxton Golf Course which had probably died of starvation due to
the severe conditions of the last few weeks. One was ringed in 2014 and the other, which was found in an owl
box, was only ringed in October 2017 and must have been from a late brood without the time to develop
reserves to carry it through that severe period. 2017 had been a good year for Barn Owls with a 58% breeding
success rate and there were some second broods which resulted in late hatchings. The breeding forecast for
2018 is low with many birds being in poor condition.
Stewart’s talk was about his local patch at Howick and he
described the various habitats within a very short distance of
Howick Village. At Howick Hall he picked out in particular the
early spring flowering Aconites and Snowdrops, including the
yellow variety that is found there. The wild flower meadows
are of great interest with a wide variety of flowers along with
Small Copper and Common Blue butterflies. An unusual find
in 2017 was a rare Bedstraw Hawk Moth (pictured left).
The Arboretum is a good site for Wild Daffodils, Great
Spotted Woodpecker, Tree Creeper and this was the place
where he had seen a flock of about 50 Bullfinches.
Fields around the village carry Grey Partridge, but numbers are declining. There have been occasional sightings
of Quail, Yellow Wagtail, and Green Woodpecker with Marsh Harrier passing by and Peregrines too.
Howick Woods are left to the wildlife and are home to Roe Deer and Broad-leaved Helleborine. This year
Chiffchaffs have already started to arrive. These woods are home to a large selection of invertebrates as well
as to both Red and Grey Squirrels.
At the pond Mute Swans are unsuccessful breeders, possible due to predation or to a shortage of the right types
of food. There are Toads but few Frogs. Red, Blue and Azure Damselflies are here as well as Common Darters.
Mandarin Duck and Great White Egret have been recorded as well as Kingfisher.
Stewart’s garden is managed for wildlife. Thistles are allowed to grow alongside Cat’s-ears and Chives to
produce nectar for insects. Over 500 moths have been recorded in the garden. Tree Sparrows have multiplied
in recent years and Redpolls come to the feeders with many other small birds – and Sparrowhawk too. To
attract moths Stewart recommends a mix of beer, sugar and molasses boiled together to a sticky glue.
During migration on the coast there is the chance to see interesting birds such as Yellow-browed Warbler,
Waxwing, Black Redstart and even Ross’s Goose, Rosefinch and Osprey passing by. Breeding here are Kittiwakes
on the cliffs and Rock Pipits. Fulmars appear to be nesting but Stewart has never seen eggs or young, which is
a bit of a mystery. Sea watching has produced sightings of Bottle-nosed Dolphin, Porpoise and even Minke
Whale.

Minke Whale (admittedly not one at Howick!)

All this and much more make Howick a very attractive place to be. Stewart’s wildlife photography is first class
and his artwork is greatly admired by all.
Jim Clark

THE TOURIST’S EAGLE
The Common Buzzard has attracted this odd nickname because it is the species, which most members of the general
public are likely to mistake for the genuine article. In reality, its wingspan, while impressive, is little more than half
that of a Golden Eagle!
Common Buzzards nowadays are living up to their name by being judged the most numerous birds of prey in Britain.
This is a relatively recent development, as less than 30 years ago, having suffered a century and half of persecution
by Man, they were to be found only in the Western edges of our nation. Their expansion north and eastwards has
been a direct product of legislation giving them protection.
Common Buzzards are now also benefitting from being blessed by Nature with a great capacity for adaptability: for
example, they hunt for their food in a variety of ways. By preference they are a stand and wait predator. They can
be often viewed sitting for an eternity on a favourite branch or post, waiting for their chosen prey to move, before
pouncing down for the kill. But additionally, they can hover like a Kestrel, glide through wooded areas like a
Sparrowhawk or fly rapidly just above ground level like a Golden Eagle.
Furthermore, they will consume virtually any type of food. They are capable of killing quite large birds like Crows and
Magpies together with mammals like rabbits and moles, but may also content themselves with slugs and worms,
together with their penchant for carrion, particularly road kill, which helps them through the winter months.
At the time of writing, Common Buzzards are involved in courtship and establishing their territories, the preliminaries
to which, involve them soaring in high, ever increasing circles, making superb use of whatever thermals are around.
When soaring, they also often call, making a hauntingly beautiful catlike mewing sound, which can travel great
distances.
The one dark cloud on the horizon threatening the continuing success of Common Buzzards is the growing clamour
from game shooting interests to have their legal protection lifted. In spite of the fact that there is little evidence to
suggest that they are a threat to young game birds, in recent times, some Estates, including in our own county, have
been afforded licences from Natural England giving them the right once more to kill them,.
Mick McMahon

STEWCHAT…

Figure 1: White-spotted Bluethroat, Newbiggin.

March was quite a grim month this year. It was cold and generally wet and windy, so it’s probably best forgotten.
April is always eagerly anticipated so when the Fool’s day forecast was for easterly winds, I walked our rocky
Howick shoreline failing to find Black Redstarts. There were 6 Rock Pipits on territories, 2 singing male Reed
Buntings and the only migrants noted, 2 Goldcrests far from trees on a wire fence.
I was wondering where to check next, when a message came through on my phone to immediately resolve that
question. A White spotted Bluethroat, male, had been found on the shore at Church Point, Newbiggin. Now
why couldn’t it have been 20 miles further north?
By the time I arrived on site, half a dozen forlorn looking birders were standing around with about as much
interest as a bus queue. The bird had not been seen for 20 minutes, ‘somewhere along there’? The tide was
getting pretty high now, and that would surely chase the bird off the beach, so I cast about the cliff line to the
north hoping for a glimpse.
After about 10 minutes, a bird flew out from some long vegetation – Bluethroat! It gave me a run around like
this with only fleeting glimpses before finally settling down on a spot where it could be seen hopping around
like a garden robin. These lovely little chats can be quite secretive and their grey back seems to just melt into
the surroundings despite the bright ‘union jack’ breast plate.
The white spotted form is typically much earlier on migration than the Northern Red spotted form as it has a
shorter distance to travel, wintering in southern Spain. These white spots are also much rarer in
Northumberland, and this was only my second ever, while Red spots, arriving in May, used to be much more
regular.

By the 15th of the month the weather was finally starting to feel more like spring and the sound of lawnmowers
echoed out. Time to get up on Alnwick Moors.
A short stop first thing at Widehope provided lots of birds feeding on larch cones – 6+ Crossbills, 30+ Siskins,
15+ Redpolls and the first 3 Willow Warblers of the year added to the show.
We then walked up the moor from Corby Crags into Corby Bridge birch wood. Here we saw Adders and our first
Peacock butterflies of the year, but better was to come.
A small fluttery moth came along the birches quite low down and caught my eye? It was orange? I couldn’t
believe it, Orange Underwing! We had often hoped to find this species in these birch woods but assumed we
were too far north as these are rare moths in Northumberland. Do not confuse with the 5 species of Yellow
Underwing that also have orange underwings ( yes confusing I know) but Large, Broad bordered, Lesser, Lesser
broad bordered and Least Yellow Underwing are not in flight until July and are generally nocturnal where these
lovely Orange Underwings are day fliers preferring sunning March and April days to flit around the tops of
birches.
Encouraged, we scouted around, and eventually had seven sightings of the moth, usually in flight but briefly
settled too in the twigs of birch. Unfortunately too brief for a photo so I did a quick sketch –

Figure 2: Orange Underwing moth, Corby Bridge, Alnwick.

This is a new site for the Orange Underwing, so we were really pleased to find it. I hope to get a photo one of
these fine spring days. Maybe next year…

Figure 3: The Adders all had a smoky blue film over the eyes, I think this is a feature showing they are
about to shed their skin.
Stewart Sexton, Howick.

What wildlife to look for in March.
The last month has been a wet and dreary affair. Cold easterly winds with a sprinkling of snow has brought further
movements of wintering thrushes and Woodcock. By the beginning of April, these thrushes were trying to make
their way back north. This was typified by a morning that I had out in fields to the west of Hexham. Southeasterly winds had brought low cloud and there were Fieldfares, Redwings and Song thrushes everywhere.
There were even two Woodcock, which to me seemed to be on the move.
Once the winds into a southerly direction there have been large movements of Pink-footed Geese and Whooper
Swans. A rare flat calm day on the coast (Goswick area) produced good numbers of divers; Great Northern (4),
Black-throated (3+) and Red-throated (20+) on one day as well as a summer-plumage Slavonian Grebe.
Summer migrants, despite this change in wind direction have been slow to come through. It is only now that
reasonable numbers of Chiffchaffs, Blackcaps and Sand Martins are starting to appear. Wheatears and Swallows
are thin on the ground probably as a result of inclement weather in Iberia.
We have had the very occasional warm sunny day and this has produced a flurry of insects especially Bumblebees,
queen Wasps and Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell Butterflies. Surely spring is on its way now.
What to look for in May: Chiffchaff, Willow Warbler and Wood Warbler
Late April / early May is synonymous with the dawn chorus and bird song. The Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler
song is a component of this chorus especially where there is woodland or maturing scrub. Both species are
relatively easy to identify by song.
Chiffchaffs are a dull green above and pale yellow below, with an off-white belly and a short eyebrow stripe.
Willow Warblers and Chiffchaffs are very similar, olive-coloured warblers, so are best identified by their song:
Chiffchaffs sing ‘chiff chaff chiff chaff’. Willow Warblers have pale legs, while Chiffchaff legs are dark grey / black.

Chiffchaff

Willow Warbler

Dark legs

Pale legs (not always)

Dull olive green upperparts

Pale grey green upperparts

- a short pale supercilium
- off white underparts with
- variable yellow tones
Primary projection only half the length of the tertials
Song short and disyllabic - repeated Chiff-chaff,
chiff-chaff
Constantly flicks its tail

-   a strong yellowish supercilium
-   and white belly
-   yellowy white throat & breast
Primary projection equal to the tertial length
Song fluid and descending notes
Flicks tail every so often

Which one is the Chiffchaff and which is the Willow warbler? Answers below

Happy searching.
Jack Daw
(Answer: Chiffchaff on the left and Willow warbler on the right)

Jack Daw

BIRDS

Red-throated Diver
Great-crested Grebe
Whooper Swan

SIGHTINGS MARCH 2018

Canada Goose
Long-tailed Duck
Common Scoter
Goldeneye
Shoveller
Shelduck
Osprey
Hen Harrier
Peregrine
Rough-legged Buzzard
Water Rail
Woodcock
Golden Plover
Curlew
Bar-tailed Godwit
Spotted Redshank
Redshank
Grey Pharlarope
Kittiwake
Mediterranean Gull
Black-headed Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Common Gull
Barn Owl
Meadow Pipit
Song Thrush
Fieldfare
Chiffchaff
Siskin
Goldfinch
Greenfinch
Hawfinch
Tree Sparrow

5 at Stag Rocks on 11th
Pair at Branton Ponds on 26th
2 at Branton Ponds on 11th 27 at Titlington Mount on 14th flying north 5 over
Brandon on 20th
6 at Annstead on 31st
7 at Stag Rocks on 11th
200+ at Stag Rocks on 11th
24 at Branton Ponds on 7th
Pair at Branton Ponds on 7th
4 at Branton Ponds on 7th 2 at Annstead on 31st
1 at Budle Bay on 16th
1 at Smeafield on 7th
1 near Rothill on 7th 1 at Boulmer on 18th
2 over Rothbury on 19th
1 at Branton Ponds on 24th
9 at Howick Hall on 2nd 1 at Branton Ponds on 10th
20+ at Boulmer on 18th
80+ at Boulmer on 18th
38 at Boulmer on 18th
1 at Budle Bay on 11th
3 at Branton Ponds on 22nd
1 at Low Newton scrape from 27th
1 at Howick on 2nd
1 at Howick on 2nd
300+ at Howick on 2nd
3 at Budle Bay on 11th
100+ at Howick on 2nd
2 at Branton Ponds on 7th 1 at Howick on 3rd
29 at Branton Ponds on 25th
1 at Smeafield on 1st
150+ at Shepherds Law on 11th
1 at Branton Ponds on 22nd
2 at Smeafield on 15th
31 at Smeafield on 15th and 42 on 30th
2 at Smeafield on 12th
1 at Eglingham on 27th
37 at Branton on 15th

Badger
Stoat
Weasel
Otter
Red Squirrel
Hedgehog

Tracks in snow at Branton Ponds on 7th
1 in full ermine at Branton Ponds on 10th
1 seen in an Amble garden last month
Female seen with 3 youngsters at Hedgeley Lakes during month.
2 at Hepburn Woods on 24th 1 at Branton on 26th
1 at Branton on 23rd 1 at Smeafield on 25th

Adder
Slow Worm

2 at Branton on 7th and 6 on 9th with 8 on 13th rising to 11 on 20th
1 near Branton Ponds on 29th

Frog

Several with frogspawn at Branton Ponds on 24th

MAMMALS

REPTILES

AMPHIBIANS
INVERTEBRATES

Buff-tailed Bumblebee
White-tailed Bumblebee

1 at Hepburn Woods on 24th 1 at Branton Ponds on 24th
1 at Brandon on 24th

Coltsfoot

In flower at Hepburn Woods on 24th at Branton Ponds on 24th
114mm
C Brewster, I&K Davison, J Dean, G Dunn, K Griffin, S Reay,
S Sexton, D Taylor.

PLANTS

RAINFALL
OBSERVERS

