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Newsletter 200 May 2018
Review of April 2018

September Meeting – Wednesday September 26th – “Restoring Ratty” Water Vole reintroduction –
Graham Holyoak

Please send sightings reports for May, no later than 6th June 2018 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The Bungalow,
Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Copies
of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after the paper
publication.
AWG welcomes contributions for the newsletter and items for inclusion should be submitted by the 12th of
the month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

A RINGERS YEAR
April 2018: Well this month surprise came in the form of a rare British Bird; the Hawfinch – that up to perhaps
10 years ago used to be resident in Hulne Pk, Alnwick and ‘twitchers’ used to visit specifically to try and see
one. However, until very recently Hawfinch had been considered extinct in the Alnwick area. Indeed they were
considered extinct in Northumberland and are in steep decline throughout the UK. However, they are prone
to irruptive movements from other parts of Europe and it is known that the entire Russian population deserts
its breeding range in the winter! This winter there has been an unusual influx with odd birds being seen near
Morpeth and Alnwick. However, I never expected a trainee to come back to our ringing base near Lemmington
Hall, from checking the mist-nets, to give me a bag with a Hawfinch in it! This proved to be a female (hatched
last year) with a brood patch starting to develop (indicating she was starting to breed); see attached photograph.
They breed in mature forest or parkland including oak, hornbeam, and other berry/seed bearing shrubs and
trees. They are also very secretive and unobtrusive for what is basically quite a large bird, with a formidable beak
which is supposed to be able to crack cherry stones (and I can confirm it certainly has a painful peck). We really
need to know a lot more about this species if we are to address the problem of its decline.
We have finally had a small influx of Siskin and Redpoll (many migrating north) near Lemmington Hall; also two
Chiffchaff on their way back from Africa (both controlled with rings on; so it will be interesting to see where they
were ringed before) and a female Blackcap. One of the Siskins that I ringed in February 2017 was unfortunately
recovered dead having hit a window 870 km’s away in Denmark in February 2018.
Finally a pair of resident birds; a male and female Nuthatch were captured by my trainees; they are photographed
to show the ‘russet’ under-tail coverts and rump of the male (top) and the paler feathers of the female (bottom)
in the attached picture.
The fall-out from our unusually snowy winter continues to be revealed in ring returns from the BTO this month.
Male Barn Owl GK41043 was found dead on Alnmouth Golf Course only a short distance south from Foxton
were it was ringed as an adult back in March 2016 (so entering his fourth year); Juvenile GV55825 was found
dead near Netherwitton again not far from where it was ringed as an owlet in May 2017; also Juvenile GV55817
from Burgham, ringed as an owlet, was found dead near Newton on the Moor; and Stuart S. picked up GR03123
an adult female owl, near Howick; ringed by my son back in June 2010 (when it was nesting). This owl was likely
10 yrs old, a very good age for a Barn Owl.
Checking for the onset of breeding by Tawny Owls and Goldeneye ducks indicates that it might not be a good
year for these owls that always nest early; several regular sites are still empty. However, Goldeneye are nesting
with five definite nests located so far; and one new bird ringed and fitted with a geo-logger.
Returning to my recent stint at the Kartong Bird Observatory in The Gambia I promised to tell you something
about Hooded Vultures. In some parts of the world vultures are in major decline due to poisoning and other
little understood causes; hence it’s important to study them and this requires that they are ringed and biometric
information is collected and that they are then tracked. Kartong Observatory has just received permission from
The Gambian government to start doing this and I filmed the cannon-net catching of some of these birds. I was
then trained in attaching a ring, a darvik (Coloured ring) and a bright yellow Wing Tag (see attached picture)
which will enable birders and local people to report on the movements of these important scavenging birds. I
remember a Gambian bird watching guide telling me 15 years ago that they were “sanitary inspectors”.
Anyone interesting in ringing is invited to get in touch.
Phil Hanmer ‘A’ Ringer/Trainer Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum)
E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com
Pictures on the front cover...

PLANT CORNER
One of the things I got for Christmas was a book on British Seaweeds. Sad isn’t it! But it made me realise that
I’ve never written an article about seaweeds as a group although nearly 18 years ago I did include something
about Bladder Wrack.
What, then, are seaweeds? This is Plant Corner, so presumably they are plants – but nothing is so simple. They
are Algae. Unfortunately, although the term ‘algae’ is a useful catch-all term, taxonomically it creates some
difficulties. There are three major groups of algae; conveniently green, red and brown. The first two are
certainly plants and can be shown to have distant relationships to the higher plants. Brown algae on th e other
hand are most closely related to the minute free-swimming diatoms and biologically they are not plants at all.
The concept that single-celled diatoms – a major component of marine plankton – are in the same group of
organisms as Giant Kelp which can reach 50m in length on the US Pacific coast seems bizarre.
Anyway, when you are on a rocky shore this summer it is the brown seaweeds that will most obviously catch
the attention and one aspect of these seaweeds is that there is a small number of speci es that are specialists of
the intertidal zone, which means that they have to be able to cope with the conditions when the tide goes out
twice a day. Fortunately we can concentrate on just five species which show a very distinct zonation determined
by just how much drying out they can tolerate.
In the zone at the very top of the shore is Channel Wrack
Pelvetia canaliculata. Its common name has nothing to
do with the English Channel, but the narrow (c. 5mm)
fronds have in-rolled edges so that one surface is grooved
or channelled while the other is smoothly ridged. It grows
in tufts on the upper shore and the fronds are regularly
forked. Each frond is only about 15cm long at the most
and when wet is brown to olive green, but when it dries it
goes almost black and quite brittle. If you see the
channels in this brown seaweed’s fronds you won’t
confuse it with anything else.
Incidentally, you are likely to see that many of the large brown seaweeds have swollen and often rather
yellowish or greenish ends to the fronds. These are the reproductive structures and they are not particularly
useful in making correct identifications. Don’t confuse them with the air-filled bladders found in some species.
Working down the rocky shore from the Pelvetia zone you next come to
Spiral Wrack Fucus spiralis. The fronds in this and the other wracks are
flattened and have a distinct midrib down the centre of each frond. With
spiral wrack there are no air bladders and if you hold a bunch of the fronds
and let them hang down you should see that each frond is somewhat
twisted – hence spiral wrack (the English name is sometimes spelled
spiraled or spiralled). If you can’t see the spiral effect then look for the
comparatively smooth frond edges – the other main intertidal wrack that
lacks air-bladders is Serrated Wrack whose fronds have obvious serrated
edges. This high up the shore the seaweeds are exposed for long periods at
each tide and even when submerged they are in shallow water, so they
don’t need any flotation devices like air-bladders to keep them in the light.
And, of course, they need light because they photosynthesise.

The next zone down the shore has the first of the
species with air-bladders. Bladder Wrack Fucus
vesiculosus is very distinctive. The number and
positioning of the bladders varies quite a bit, but if
the weed you are looking at has flattened fronds
with at least some bladders, roughly spherical in
shape and often in pairs either side of the midrib,
then it’s this species. The colour, when wet, is olivegreen/brown. The sexes are separate and fronds
with greenish swollen ends are male while those
with yellow ends are female. Very often the amount
of bladder wrack on the shore is considerably greater
than that of spiral wrack.
This brings us to the other intertidal species with obvious air-bladders
– Knotted Wrack Ascophyllum nodosum – which occupies the next zone
down towards the low tide line. It is also known as Egg Wrack. The
fronds are narrow, tough and leathery and can grow to as long as 1.5m.
Unlike the Fucus species, they lack a midrib and as they grow in length
a new air-bladder develops on each frond each year, so in theory you
can count the nodules on each frond and tell how old it is. Unlike the
other wracks Ascophyllum is less able to stand the wave action on very
exposed shores, so you will find it in abundance in rather more
sheltered bays.
Lastly, right down by the low tide line is the third Fucus species –
Serrated Wrack Fucus serratus. My simple logic says that since at high
tide it will be quite deeply submerged it ought to have flotation
bladders, but it
doesn’t.
But it’s
obviously
very
successful and is easy
to identify with its flat
fronds and heavily
serrated edges. On very exposed shores the abrasive effects
of the rock can sometimes wear the serrations down, but they
are almost always visible to some extent, and in any case,
without air-bladders you would only be likely to confuse it
with spiral wrack which as we’ve seen grows much higher up
the shore.
If you’ve often been on rocky shores but have never looked closely at the large brown seaweeds this little trip
down from the high tide mark to the low tide line may help you see the zonation and identify these five major
species. There will of course be many other seaweeds present as well. There’ll be smaller red ones and many
bright green ones and pieces of other brown weeds like the kelps that have been broken off and washed ashore.
Sometimes you may come across whole plants of one or more of the kelps where you can see the holdfast which
is the term used for the tough attachment point to the rocks.
Happy seaweeding this summer!
Richard

MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 25TH APRIL
On a sunny evening we welcomed an audience of 43 to our April meeting. That welcome included two new members –
Dorothy and Adrian Osler from Lesbury. Our only problem was that when the meeting began the evening sun was
steaming straight through the stained glass window onto the TV monitor. Fortunately by the time the main talk began
the sun had moved enough for it not to be a problem.
George had brought just one show-and-tell item. A Song Thrush skull was in good condition and emphasised that the
size of the brain case is really quite small, while the eye orbits are disproportionately large.
Lord James Joicey then gave his presentation on The Ford & Etal Estate. He began with a digression. The previous day
he had been at the salmon and trout breeding station at the head of Kielder Reservoir and was fascinated by the fact
that at this time of year the fish turn silver and make their run for the sea. But for over 40 years Kielder fish have been
isolated from the sea by the dam and this colour and behaviour change represents the genetically controlled ‘folk
memory’ of their ancestors.
James pointed out that AWG has been involved in survey work for the Estate since 2003 when we did our first piece of
work at Ford Moss. He thanked the group for the 2017 work at Kyloe Quarry and presented a very generous donation
cheque of £250 in recognition of the surveys and the report that had been written for the Estate.
Ford & Etal are at the very north of England and show the
phenomenon of the cream rising to the top. Slides taken from
viewpoints on the estate showed the highly picturesque scenery
and landforms in this part of North Northumberland. Ford and
Etal used to be two separate estates with Lady Waterford owning
Ford and the Manners family having Etal.
By 1908 both Ford Castle and Etal Manor were empty. James’s
great grandfather was a coal owner and had been elected MP for
Chester-le-Street and in 1906 he had been created a Baron.
James acknowledged that this event was most probably preceded
by some generous donations to his political party – plus ça
change. So as the first Lord Joicey his attention turned to the two
empty properties and the estates that went with them. He
bought Ford in 1907 and Etal in 1908 and created the combined estate.

Typical Ford & Etal landscape

There are now 21 tenant farmers and 31 micro-business tenants.
The estate directly employs 30 full-time and 11 part-time
workers, so, including other employees of the various tenants
there are now between 110 and 120 jobs at Ford & Etal.
Interestingly that is virtually the same number that were
employed on the estate in 1908 and gives the lie to the idea that
large numbers of jobs have disappeared from the countryside.
Admittedly many of the jobs are different to the ones that
existed 110 years ago.
The estate has a range of attractions for visitors: Etal village has
its thatched cottages and castle; Ford has the Lady Waterford
Hall; Hay Farm has its heavy horses; Heatherslaw Mill has its
James (2nd left) with micro-brewery tenants
working flour mill and the small railway; there are many listed
buildings and scheduled monuments, not least the one commemorating the Battle of Flodden. So although no formal
tally is made James thinks that there will be between 25 and 35 thousand visitors each year.

On the wildlife side the estate includes two SSSIs. Two Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), one Ramsar site (an
international wetland designation) and three wildlife reserves. 95% of the land has some form of agri-environment
agreement.
Particularly of interest are the hedgerow trees, many of which still survive from the days of land enclosures, the main
ones of which were the subjects of parliamentary acts between 1845 and 1882. There are many copses and spinneys
created and maintained deliberately to improve the shooting and hunting activities on the estate.
There have been vast changes in land use since the start of the
20th Century, and many more of the landscapes have become
heavily man-managed. Protective strips of woodland have the
combined advantage of protecting crops from adverse weather
effects and also providing lots of good wildlife habitat. In the
current century new landscape features are being deliberately
created to enhance wildlife opportunities – ponds, wader scrapes
and new areas of woodland in particular.
James then tackled the question of where estates like Ford and
Etal, and indeed wider rural land use, go from here. Whatever
happens with Brexit the UK will need to continue to deliver the
Etal Village
requirements of more than 40 environmental agreements, many
of which go much wider than Europe. But in any case many estates and farms want to manage in an environmentally
friendly way, irrespective of what rules and agreements may or may not say.
It seems possible if not probable that people managing upland landscapes will be looking at a reasonably promising
future because the country wants the uplands to be accessible and picturesque almost irrespective of the productivity
of farming uplands. Some might say that what many in Britain want is to maintain the chocolate box image of our hill
country.
For quite different reasons people farming productive lowland in an efficient way are also likely to thrive – even if that is
at the expense of smaller farming units in favour of large enterprises. The worry is for the people in the middle who
neither enjoy the cachet of upland landscapes, nor the profitability of lowland arable farms. There will be a danger that
they will fall between the cracks when Britain’s replacement of the Common Agricultural Policy is formed.
Nevertheless there will also be great opportunities. Activities like short-rotation coppicing for bio-fuels and the further
development of pedigree livestock flocks and herds may replace some more traditional woodland management and
livestock farming and create new profitable enterprises for those in the “squeezed middle” to thrive.

Ford Castle

MOORLAND WALK ON SUNDAY 22ND APRIL
What an excellent week we had in late April. Trust our luck to choose 22 nd for our walk on the moors at Titlington
Mount, which coincided with a sudden drop of about 10 o C and the arrival of wind and rain. Still, an intrepid group of six
members joined Jane and Richard to walk out on to the Titlington moors and Hunterheugh Crags.

Janet, Meg, Richard, Joyce, Alan, Ian and Andrew
were at least dressed for the conditions and Jane’s
photo makes things look a bit brighter than they
actually were. The conditions meant that we didn’t
walk as far as we might have done, but there were a
few birds around – one or two skylarks and meadow
pipits – and a couple of greylag geese on the hill. A
curlew was calling down in the Titlington Burn valley,
but very little else of note.

On the plant front we noted the new growth of Deer Grass Trichophorum germanicum which always at this stage looks
as though it’s struggling to emerge from being heavily trampled. On the drier parts of the hill there was an excellent
growth of Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa and, while many plants were the usual white (left photo below), there
were patches with significantly pinkish petals (right photo) and almost maroon leaves which we often find on this moor.
The other feature in this very backward season with little new growth were areas covered in the dead leaves of Purple
Moor Grass Molinia caerulea. This is the only British grass which is truly deciduous so the leaves break off at the base in
the winter and often lie as patches on the ground as the photo shows.

When we got as far as Hunterheugh Crags we visited the good rock slab with its cup and ring carvings. In warmer drier
conditions we might have lingered for photos and discussion about the origins (the photos below were taken in 2017 in
early morning sunny conditions which enhances the appearance of the carvings). As it was we quite quickly moved on
to find another rather different carved rock which might have been a sacrificial stone with the groove to collect and
drain away the victim’s blood - or more prosaically an abandoned 19th or early 20th century attempt to carve out a
millstone (bottom picture).

Richard

STEWCHAT…

Figure 1: Female Little Bittern, Waren Burn, too close to get in the scope.

The month of May came in with a bang. Or maybe a Boom? When news came through of a Little Bittern feeding
along the Waren Burn near Bamburgh, viewable from the campsite entrance, a decision had to be made. Was
it worth facing the Bank Holiday traffic along the coast route or not. I debated this for about 10 minutes before
heading off to see this incredibly rare bird in Northumberland. There has only ever been one other ‘twitchable’
bird, back in 2014, with another half a dozen records either historical or too brief to see. This tiny heron, was a
new bird in the UK for me, having only seen them in Eastern Europe.
We weren’t disappointed either, the bird crept towards us along the burn side, eventually coming too close to
fit it all in my scope. How I wish I had taken my camera.
Despite the bird looking quite comfortable, there was no trace of it the next morning, so my tryst with Bank
Holiday hoards had been well worth it after all.
On the 6th May, the warmer Bank Holiday weather continued so I thought I would deploy a more unusual
method in an attempt to see one of the UK’s most attractive moths.
Emperor Moth is widespread around the UK favouring moorland and other such wild places. Despite the males
being a big and bold and largely diurnal, they are very tricky to see in the field. My previous views consisted of
a small tortoiseshell look-a-like flying at great speed across the moor, with never a pause. These day flying males
are racing about trying to locate the scent of a newly emerged female who will be perched up on a clump of
heather or bilberry, where they will mate. The female then stops emitting the pheromone and th e males go off
to locate another.

In an attempt to replicate this, I bought a small pheromone lure designed to attract Emperors. The lure is only
half an inch long, looking like one ear plug, but it has been impregnated with an chemical compound that is
similar to female Emperor pheromone. The idea is to find likely habitat, and hang out the lure in a porous bag
and wait for males to arrive.
I wondered if this barmy idea would work, I couldn’t smell a thing on the lure.
We went up to Alnwick Moor and hung out the teabag low on a fence above some bilberry and heather and
retired back a short way for a cup of tea to await developments. Six minutes later, tea not drunk, in whizzed
two male Emperor Moths! Eventually one landed about a foot away from the lure and posed nicely for photos.
We surveyed different areas of the moor over the two days finding four sites for them. At one stage three males
were buzzing around all at once, so the lure is carefully hidden away in a sealed bag within a Tupperware
container so as not to drive the suitors mad with the smell.
If kept in the freezer it should be good for next season too.

Figure 2: A male Emperor Moth, Alnwick Moor

Whilst looking for the moths we found another two sites on the moor for that most delightful of spring
butterflies, the Green Hairstreak.

Figure 3: Green Hairstreak, Alnwick Moor

On the 13th May we paid a visit to Druridge Pools to see the Glossy Ibis that had been around for the previous
week or so. We soon found it on the usual sipot, a shallow flood in a field north of the disused coal road. Looking
like cross between an all dark curlew and a shag, it had a very primitive look about it as it waded around feeding
in the damp ground. At the time of writing ( 21 st) it is still there and is well worth a visit.
Also on the pool were Little Stint, 2 Ruff, 16 Dunlin, a male Garganey and a Yellow Wagtail.
Up at East Chevington south pool, a Cetti’s Warbler is still proclaiming its presence by song, but for me, it
remains unseen.
As I write, the weather is improving all the time, with all of our spring migrants back on territory, more
butterflies around and other insects and flowers to challenge the identification skills. This year I am keeping a
close eye on our village patch and small area of under a square kilometre, to see what new insect will turn up.
I’ll write more in detail about this next month, in the mean time, get out and enjoy the weather and see what
you can find. There is something of interest all around, even in your own garden if you take the time to look.
Stewart Sexton, Howick.

THE ORIGINAL BAMBI
Bambi, the eponymous character of the story “Bambi a life in the Woods” by Felix Salten, was a Roe Deer. (Walt
Disney changed the species in his animation for US audiences) The Roe Deer along with the Red Deer are the
UK’s only genuine native species of deer. Scientists estimate that they have been here over 10,000 years.
During that time they have been consistently hunted by man and had effectively become extinct in England by
the end of the 18th century, with a remnant population surviving only in Scotland. There were several
reintroduction programmes in the Victorian period, and the 20th century, on to the present day, has witnessed
a massive explosion of Roe Deer numbers in England. Current estimates suggest there may be as many as half
a million nationwide and Northumberland has certainly got its fair share.
One of the major reasons for their success is their adaptability. Although they are naturally denizens of forest
and woodland edges, they can and do survive in almost any landscape. For example, in our own county they
can be seen in the bare hill country of the Cheviots and even on treeless Holy Island.
Roe Deer are easily recognisable with their small stature and reddish brown coats. There is a marked absence
of a tail but a very striking white rump patch, heart shaped in the buck and kidney shaped in the doe. In spite
of their diminutive size they are supremely athletic and graceful and to see one leaping over a barrier is well
worth getting up early for!
They are fairly solitary by nature and are usually to be seen in groups of not more than half a dozen. They do
feed throughout the 24 hours of a day but are essentially more active at dawn and dusk.
As with their much larger cousins the Red Deer, bucks are seasonally territorial and engage in ruts during the
months of July and August. These ruts, to win the right to mate with the watching females, involve males locking
horns and pushing and twisting each other until one party gives way. Fatalities are not unknown.
Female Roe Deer are capable of delaying the birth of their young until early summer and they often produce
twins and even triplets.
As Roe Deer have become more abundant, the impact of their grazing on agriculture and forestry, has caused
them to be the victims of periodic culling by man.
Mick McMahon

WHAT WILDLIFE TO LOOK FOR IN JUNE.
The weather has again been mixed with cool temperatures for most of April. It has only been in the last two
weeks that the temperature reached something close to normal or warmer. The cold weather in the UK and on
the continent has had a knock-on effect on many of our summer migrants. The BTO have indicated that
Chiffchaffs are 20 days later in arriving in the UK compared to 2017. Swallows, House Martins, Whitethroats
and other common migrants are at least 10 days late and are still arriving as I write this article.
Fortunately, the House Martins at 5 Front Street, Glanton arrived on the evening of the 24th April. Pairs occupy
both nests but disappeared for days on end during cooler weather. On-going repairs were required on nest
one. The nest-building activity has attracted the attention of a male House Sparrow who occupies a hole in our
outside wall. He regularly sings from the gutter above the House Martin’s nest, occasionally making forays into
the nest only to be chased off by the House Martins and the residents of 5 Front Street. We are not antisparrow, supplementing their dietary needs through the winter months and providing terraced breeding
accommodation. In this case we are not in-favour of squatter’s rights! Nest 2 has gone quiet and it is hoped
that the female is busy laying her clutch.
The warmer weather has brought an explosion of insect life. Increasing numbers of Orange-tips, Green-veined
Whites, Small and Large Whites are being seen on the wing with Peacocks and Small Tortoiseshells. Hopefully
the warm weather will continue and we can enjoy an abundance of butterflies.
What to look for in June: Reptiles
Northumberland is blessed with 3 relatively common reptiles: The Common (or Viviparous lizard), the Slow
Worm and the Adder. The Grass Snake is very rare if not extinct in the north of the County.
Common Lizard: Approximately 15 cm from nose to tail.
Variable colour from shades of brown, through to anything
from yellow to red and green to black. Variable patterns of
spots or stripes along back and sides.
The UK's commonest lizard is widely distributed. Occupying a
wide range of habitats from heaths and woods to ditches,
hedgerow and gardens. Hibernating under logs or stones.
Figure 1: Common lizard

Slow Worm: Legless lizard up to 40 cm long, often mistaken
for a snake. Generally grey/brown colour with shiny looking
scales. Females have dark sides with black back stripe. Males
sometimes sport blue spots. Mostly underground or
underneath objects or in compost heaps.
Very common throughout Britain. In moist grassy areas with
scrub including gardens, open woodland and wasteland.
Figure 2: Slow worm

Adder: A stocky snake up to 70 cm long. Males are
grey with black zig-zag stripes. Females are light
brown with dark brown zig zag stripes. There is a "V"
or "X" shaped marking on head and a row of dark spots
on each side.
Widely distributed throughout mainland Britain. In
specific habitats such as heathland, moorland,
meadows, scrub and open woodland. On road and rail
embankments and very rarely in gardens.

Figure 3: Adder

All three reptiles can be found just about anywhere in
our area. Branton Ponds, Black Lough, Harthope Valley are good places to find at least two of these species but
anywhere there is suitable habitat and these species may occur.
Happy hunting
Jack Daw.

BIRDS

Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Great-northern Diver
Great-crested Grebe
Manx Shearwater
Glossy Ibis
Sponbill
Whooper Swan
Barnacle Goose
Pink-footed Goose
Greylag Goose
Mallard
Garganey
Black Scoter
Marsh Harrier
Osprey
Sparrowhawk
Peregrine
Merlin
Grey Partridge
Jack Snipe
Avocet
Little-ringed Plover
Ringed Plover
Ruff
Knot
Whimbrel
Spotted Redshank
Common Sandpiper
Purple Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Little Gull
Yellow-legged Gull
Common Tern
Sandwich Tern
Ring-necked Parakeet
Cuckoo
Long-eared Owl
Barn Owl
Tawny Owl
House Martin
Sand Martin
Swallow
Swift
Water Pipit
Meadow Pipit

SIGHTINGS APRIL 2018
1 at Holy Island on 7th 20+ at Cheswick on 8th
2+ at Cheswick on 8th
4 at Cheswick on 8th
3 at Branton Ponds on 5th
2 past Craster on 30th
1 at Holy Island on 28th 1 at Druridge Pools on 30th
1 at Druridge on 24th
18 at Branton Ponds on 4th and 5th
1 at Low Newton on 9th
100+ over Alnwick on various dates from 14th -23rd
2 pairs with a total of 11 young at Branton Ponds on 27th
With young at Branton Ponds on 27th
1 at Druridge Pools on 28th and 2 on 30th
1 at Holy Island on 7th and 8th
1 at East Chevington on 28th
1 on River Breamish near Hedgeley on 19th 1 at Thrunton Fishing Lakes twice
during month
1 at Branton on 13th
1 at Branton Ponds on 21st
1 on Holy Island on 12th
1 near South Charlton on 14th
1 on Holy Island on 12th
8 at Cresswell Pond on 28th and 9 on 30th
2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 19th and 3 on 21st
2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 1st and 5+ on 19th
1 at Druridge Pools on 28th 1 at Cresswell Pond on 30th
1 at Cresswell Pond on 28th
2 at East Chevington on 28th a flock at East Chevington on 30th 1 at Holy Island
on 27th 1 at Craster on 28th
1 at Budle Bay on 8th
1 at Branton Ponds on 9th 4 at Hedgeley Lakes on 21st
20 at Craster Harbour all month
1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 19th
1 at Monks House Pool on 24th
1 at Budle Bay on 8th
6 at East Chevington on 28th
6 at Holy Island on 7th 1 at Newton Point on 14th
2 at Belford GC on 27th
2 at Holystone Woods on 28th
1 at Holy Island on 4th and again on 8th
1 at Branton Ponds on 5th 1 at Howick throughout month
1 at Alnwick on 14th
5 at Branton Ponds on 11th
6 at Branton Ponds on 6th 50+ at Hedgeley Lakes on 21st
1 at Holy Island on 8th 2 at Branton Ponds on 11th 1 at Glanton on 18th several
over Branton Ponds on 27th 1 at Elwick on 8th
1 at Branton Ponds on 27th 1 at East Chevington on 30th
1 at Druridge on 15th
60+ over Branton Ponds on 1st

Yellow Wagtail

Fieldfare
Ring Ouzel
Common Whitethroat
Lesser Whitethroat
Reed Warbler
Sedge Warbler
Grasshopper Warbler
Blackcap
Garden Warbler
Chiffchaff
Willow Warbler
Willow Tit
Marsh Tit
Raven
Siskin
Greenfinch
Bullfinch
Brambling

2 at Low Newton scrape on 14th 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 18th 1 at Boulmer on
29th 1 at Howick on 23rd 1 at Druridge on 29th classed as Channel Wagtail, 3 at
Low Newton on 17th
2 at Branton Ponds on 13th
1 at Newbiggin on 1st
2 at Holy Island on 7th 1 at Alnwick Moor on 21st 1 at Branton Ponds on 24th 3
at Seahouses on 24th 3 at Cresswell Pond on 30th
120+ over Branton on 5th
1 at Holy Island on 8th
1 at Druridge Pools on 28th
1 at Howick on 14th 1 at Craster on 20th
1 at East Chevington on 28th
1 at Branton Ponds on 21st
1 at Howick on 20th 1 at Branton Ponds on 30th
1 at Branton Ponds on 7th 6+ at Branton Ponds on 15th
1 at Branton Ponds on 23rd
7 at Branton Ponds on 8th
1 at Branton Ponds on 10th and 4 on 13th
2 at Branton Ponds on 27th 1-3 at Craster from 8th to 20th
1 at Howick on 27th
2 near Edlingham on 23rd
A pair at Smeafield on 2nd and 12th
A pair at Smeafield on 12th
3 pairs at Smeafield on 7th
1 at Craster on 14th and 15th

Frog

Frogspawn and tadpoles on Beanley Moor on 14th

Adder
Slow Worm

9 at Branton on 5th with 8 on 14th
1 at Branton on 8th and 1 on 14th

Chestnut
Red Chestnut
Early Thorn
Pale Pinion
Hebrew Character
Powdered Quaker
Common Quaker
Clouded Drab
Satellite
March moth
Autumn Green Carpet
Red Sword-grass
Herald
Pine Beauty
Xenolechia aethiops
Wall
Small Tortoishell
Peacock
Small White
Red-tailed Bumblebee
Tree Bumblebee

1 at Branton on 5th
At Howick on 21st
1 at Howick on 21st
1 at Howick o0n 21st
4 at Branton on 15th and 28 on 17th
6 at Branton on 15th
2 at Branton on 15th
1 at Branton on 15th
1 at Branton on 15th
1 at Branton on 18th
1 at Branton on 18th
1 at Branton on 18th
1 at Branton on 21st
1 at Branton on 21st
1 at Howick (6th in U.K. Since 1999) on 21st
1 at Branton Ponds on 21st
2 at Branton on 9th 1 at Smeafield on 9th
1 at Branton Ponds on 14th
1 at Smeafield on 9th
1 at Branton Ponds on 21st
1 at Branton on 27th

Grey Wagtail
White-spotted Bluethroat
Wheatear

AMPHIBIANS
REPTILES

INVERTEBRATES

Tawny-mining Bee
Bee-fly

Many in Branton on 27th
1 at Branton Ponds on 15th

Primrose
Wood Anemone

Several patches on Holy Island on 8th
In Crawley Dene on 16th

Bat sp
Red Squirrel
Hedgehog
Roe Deer
Harbour Porpoise

1 at Branton on 14th
1 at Holystone Woods on 28th
1 at Smeafield on 10th
1 at Low Newton on 20th
1 at Craster on 21st
75 mm
W Banks, I&K Davison, G Dodds, M&J Drage, A Hall, P Jobson,
S McCann, A Mould, S Reay, S Rippon, J Rutter, S Sexton,
D Taylor.

PLANTS

MAMMALS

RAINFALL
OBSERVERS

WALKS
The first two walks of the season have now happened and the Lamberton one will happen before the
30th May meeting. But in the hope that you get the newsletter before 27 th, be aware that the
parking as described may be a bit problematic because the small car park is now minute with major
parts being fenced off – for some unknown reason. But we’ll cope!
SUNDAY 27th May
Lamberton cliffs – birds, butterflies and botany. Ian & Keith
North on the A1 past Berwick. Turn off left from the dual carriageway about two miles north
of Berwick, signed Lamberton. Follow road round to the right to go over the A1 and right
again so you don’t just find yourself back on the A1. Then go right through a gate down
a rough road to the car park just before the railway line. Meet at the car park at 10.00am.
About 2.5 miles (2½ hours). Stout footwear.
O.S Landranger 75 O.S. Explorer 346 Grid Ref NT 976 577
SATURDAY 16th June Branton Ponds - evening bird chorus. Ian & Keith
Meet at the Branton Ponds carpark at 7.00pm for a 2 hour stroll to enjoy the sights and
sounds of the ponds. Approx 1.5 miles. Stout footwear (perhaps wellies if it’s been wet)
O.S. Landranger 81 O.S. Explorer 332 Grid Ref NU 049 166
SUNDAY 24th June Holy Island – orchids, dune flora, birds. Led by Richard
Safe crossing is until 11.10am and we can get off again from 3.45pm, so this will be a full day
trip. Binoculars, plant field guide and hand lenses will be useful if you have them. Remember
the problem with Pirri-pirri Bur and wear footwear and clothing that provide as few
attachment opportunities as possible. Meet at The Snook parking area (track on your left
about halfway between the mainland and the island) at 11.00am. Bring lunch
O.S Landranger 75 O.S. Explorer 340 Grid Ref NU 105 436
SATURDAY 7th July Alnwick Lion Bridge to Peter’s Mill. Led by David
Meet at the Lion Bridge at 10.00am. Park either in Bailiffgate or the Peth or in the parking
layby on the north side of the bridge. The walk involves riverside and woodland walking and
there may be mud, so choose suitable footwear. Distance probably about 3 miles.
O.S. Landranger 81 O.S. Explorer 332 Grid Ref NU 186 138
SUNDAY 5th August Quarry House Ponds. Led by Jim
Meet at Quarry House farm at 10.30am on the moor road. We shall have a look at the ponds
For amphibians, aquatic plants etc, and then walk down to Chatton Sandyfords. Distance
about 5km c.2½ hours. Wet moorland, so stout footwear and midge repellent advised.
O.S. Landranger 75 O.S. Explorer 340 Grid Ref NU 104 247
SATURDAY 22nd September Shepherds Law for waxcaps etc. Richard & Jane (Details to follow)

DATA PROTECTION
This page has nothing to do with wildlife and is deeply boring!

BUT
IF YOU DON’T WANT THE MAY NEWSLETTER TO BE YOUR LAST YOU REALLY DO NEED TO READ
THE INFORMATION BELOW AND THEN REPLY TO AWG BY 30TH MAY by:
Email:
redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk OR
Phone:
01665 578346 (Richard Poppleton’s home phone) OR
Post:
Richard Poppleton, Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA

On 25th May 2018 a newly up-dated General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) comes into force
across Europe. Any organisation that holds personal data MUST comply or risk ruinous legal
sanctions. It would only take one person to make a formal complaint …….
What personal data does AWG hold?
1. Your name 2. Your email address (for most members) 3. Your postal address
4. Your phone number (for some members) 5. Records of your subscription payments

What use does AWG make of your data?
1. Distribution of monthly newsletters by email or post
2. Contact with individual members by email, post or phone when subscription reminders are sent out or
when advice or information is being sought or given about wildlife and AWG matters

What are the AWG commitments about your data?
1. We will NEVER share any of the data we hold about you with any other individuals or organisations
without your specific permission
2. We will NEVER use the data we hold about you for any purposes than those related to AWG and its
activities
3. If you cease to be a member of AWG or if for any reason you ask us to do so, we will remove your
personal data from our system. [However you must be aware that if you were to remain a member of
AWG, but ask for your data to be removed, we should be unable to contact you or to send you
newsletters.]
What should you do now?
CONTACT AWG NOW by email, phone or post to indicate that you agree that AWG may continue to hold the
data described above and may continue to use it as we have done in the past to contact you about AWG
matters.
Many members have already responded. If you have, apologies for this unnecessary reminder. If not it
would be most helpful if you could do so as soon as you read this.

Richard Poppleton and Barbara Welch

1,802.50

2,188.10

£
113.00
0.00
606.00
350.00
224.12
594.98
0.00
300.00

£
541.00 See note 1
50.00
50.00
1,100.00 See note 2
61.50 See note 3

ALNWICK WILDLIFE GROUP • Accounts for 2017
RECEIPTS
Subscriptions
Pay-at-the-door
Mannings store sponsorship
Northumberland Estates sun/ey donations
Other small donations

TOTAL

PAYMENTS
Insurance premium
Website maintenance & licence
Hire of Hall
Speakers' expenses
Stamps, envelopes & printing for newsletters
Equipment purchases
Donations
Donation refund
TOTAL

Total

Bank balance at 1 January 2017
Add receipts

Less payments
Balance at 31 December 2017

See note 4
See note 5
See note 6
See note 7
See note 2

£3,891.10
£1,802.50
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I have examined the record of income and expenditure
presented to me, including an explanation of the activities
of the Group. I believe this summary to be an accurate
record of the financial activities of the Group.

Name:

Signed:

£2,188.10

Date:

£5,693.60

£3,505.50

