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October Meeting – Wednesday October 31th – speaker Anne Wilson

Ann Wilson has for many years been a volunteer with the Natural History Society of Northumbria. But more
importantly in relation to the talk she will give us, she is the volunteer National Trust Archivist for the Farne
Islands.

Pictures for A Ringers Year

Please send sightings reports for August, no later than 6th October 2018 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The Bungalow,
Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Copies of
the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after the paper publication.

AWG welcomes contributions for the newsletter and items for inclusion should be submitted by the 12th of
the month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

A RINGERS YEAR
Aug 2018: Ringing at Howick Arboretum continued this month with 35 birds processed on the 3rd of August.
These included 8 retraps with a female Great Tit first ringed in 2014 and another ringed in 2015 (both were
already adults when first encountered). In the new birds were several very young Blackcaps; probably hatched
locally. Several Willow Warbler were birds of the year but undoubtedly older and probably passing through
on their way south to Africa. We also had some Swallows that looked like local birds who were feeding up
by ‘hawking’ for insects over the Cricket Pitch. Two very local juvenile Nuthatch completed the interesting
catch. Ringing on the 4th was less productive as rain curtailed the session with only 19 birds captured but these
provided two of this month’s photographs: They include a picture of two Swallows one a very ‘bright’ adult male
and the other a paler juvenile. The second picture is of a Whitethroat; the first ringed at Howick. This will feedup to add body fat and then depart probably to overfly northern France, heading for Iberia; then to Morocco and
overflying the Sahara to spend the winter in Senegal, The Gambia or Chad. (See attached photos.)
Ringing on the 10th was also curtailed by rain but not before 22 birds were processed including a very loud Great
Spotted Woodpecker (a female hatched last year) and other local residents such as Tits and Chaffinches. We
did catch several Willow Warblers and Chiffchaffs but no sight was to be had of any Blackcaps; indicating that
the ‘local’ birds had vacated the area to fly south. The 11th was more productive with 29 birds but again no
Blackcaps. The ‘locals’ included a male Chaffinch first seen in 2015 (as an adult). Wind was a problem on the
17th with only 9 birds caught; although they included a surprise House Martin (remarked upon by those present
for its beautiful feathery feet!). It was flying with the Swallows over the Cricket ground.
We were very busy on the 25th August with 71 birds processed including 45 retraps with a male Great Tit first
ringed as a juvenile in 2013. Of the new ‘resident birds’ there was an adult female Greenfinch (a bit of a rarity
on the site) and a single Long Tailed Tit (not usually scarce at Howick but a little so this year). The bad weather
in the spring probably reduced their breeding productivity locally. A flock of foraging Goldfinch seem to have
moved into the area along with a lot of young Blue Tits (that clearly had a much better breeding year than the
Long Tailed Tits). Blue Tits naturally breed later than Long Tails (and often in boxes) so escaped some of the
problems caused by the snow. Very young Chiffchaffs were still in the area but again no Blackcaps.
It was not until the 31st that Blackcaps seem to return to the area when a number were processed in a trawl
of 73 birds. While all the Blackcaps were birds of the year they were well moulted displaying their adult head
colours (Black for male; Brown for female) and almost certainly not local birds but birds from further north on
their way south; to perhaps reach North Africa (they don’t usually cross the Sahara).
This is the time of year when I have to do quite a bit of paperwork (or rather computer work); sending Nest
Records and the like to the British Trust for Ornithology. I started by reporting on our very own special (secret
location) colony of breeding Goldeneye Ducks. This year the Goldeneye did quite well, with 11 separate nesting
records of which 6 were successful in raising ducklings (see picture of adult and brood). In addition there was
one nest which while not exactly successful - because a female Tawny Owl usurped the nesting duck - might be
counted because entirely fortuitously I and two trainees discovered a recently hatched duckling during the course
of the monitoring effort. In total 106 eggs were laid and 62 young were counted on the water. Optimistically
maybe 20 have made it to actually fly; with 3 being observed on one pool on the 22/8/18. The final surprise
(when cleaning unhatched eggs out of boxes) was finding a pair of one year old Barn Owls roosting in a Duck box
on the 22nd . It’s hardly suitable for Barn Owls to nest in and they certainly were not attempting to breed but
may be next spring they will find a more suitable home (see pict.).
Anyone interesting in ringing is invited to get in touch. Regular ringing continues this month at Howick Arboretum,
on most Friday and Saturday mornings, and continues until the first week in October.
Phil Hanmer
‘A’ Ringer/Trainer Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum)
E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com

AN UNWELCOME VISITOR
Occasionally members send in interesting photos. Last month we had Phil Jobson’s Stinkhorn fungus. I wish
we had more of them because I’m sure many members take wildlife photos on compact cameras or smart
phones, even if they don’t necessarily use more complicated cameras. If you have any, either now or in the
future, that you would be happy to see included in our newsletters, do send them. Either to redsquirrel@
alnwickwildifegroup.co.uk or to me at richard.pop@btinternet.com
Sometimes, of course, the photo(s) are accompanied by an article as happened in the August issue with the
excellent text and photos of Slime Moulds from Andrew and Meg Keeble. I wish we had more of those too!
Anyway, this month Elizabeth Jones, who lives in the middle of Alnwick, sent in this shot from her garden with
the accompanying comments. Thank you Elizabeth.

As seen at noon today (27th August) in Upper Howick Street, Alnwick. Look at that long tail.
Very annoying as only last Autumn we had a red squirrel scratching at our dining room window
(on the same side of the house).

I won’t presume to write things here about the current position of Red vs Grey Squirrels in the Alnwick area
(mainly because I don’t know the details). But Janet Chubb, a fairly recent addition to our membership, is
involved in a Red Squirrel group in the Wooler patch and probably we should ask her at some point to give us an
update on the invasion/survival situation in North Northumberland.
Richard

PLANT CORNER
Orache! Bless you! Whether you choose to say the name in its usual English way, as Orack, or in what was
probably the correct classical way, with the termninal ‘e’ pronounced as ‘ee’, (‘Oricky’), it still sounds a bit as
though you’ve sneezed.
I’m writing this towards the end of August, so I can talk about the hot dry weather having finally broken, and
the temptation to go to the beach just to laze around in the hot sun being less of an option. One needs
something purposeful to do at the seaside in the autumn, and what better on our sand dune coasts than to
have a look at the quite tough and not terribly prepossessing shrubby plants on the seaward edges of the dunes.
You can also look at the edges of the few salt marshes we have in Northumberland at places like the southern
area of the Aln estuary at Alnmouth and the area round the estuary of the Long Nanny Burn north of High
Newton.
There’s a whole community of plants in these
habitats and some of them, like Prickly
Saltwort Salsola kali (photo), are quite easy to
identify – just try grasping one in your hand
and you’ll soon know you’ve got this species.
It’s an annual and acts like the nearest thing
we have in Britain to the tumbleweeds of the
Americas. Autumn gales pick up and uproot
the small bushy plants and blow them around
and they disperse their seeds as they go.
But let us return to the first word of this article.
There are two genera of plants; Atriplex (the
Oraches) and Chenopodium (the Goosefoots)
that not only look quite similar to each other
but also have species that are sometimes hard
to identify with confidence. The difficulty can be illustrated by two plants, not from beach environments, but
as weeds in crops and waste places. Fat Hen Chenopodium album and Common Orache Atriplex patula can
quite easily be confused. Their photos are at the end of the article. In fact a few years ago I was doing some
botanical recording with a competent botanist (i.e. better than me) from the south of England. As we looked
at the weedy species in a farmyard near Glanton I spotted Fat Hen and he said “Oh, are you sure? I’ve been
recording that as Common Orache”. It was Fat Hen when we checked it closely, but it shows how easy it can
sometimes be to mix up two similar‐looking plants.
The key difference between Chenopodium and Atriplex is the fruiting bodies,
which is why the only good time to do your identification of the two genera
is now, the autumn, when the fruits are well formed.
The Goosefoots have fruits like the ones in this photo, with a central mass
of seeds enclosed in a five‐fingered cup arrangement.

Oraches on the other hand have fruits where the content is entirely
obscured by two more‐or‐less triangular structures called bracteoles
which are clasped together. As often as not the correct identification of
the different Orache species depends on the particular shape and
texture of these bracteoles. The right hand photo shows an intact fruit
and one in which the nearer bracteole has been peeled down to show
the fruit inside. Needless to say, my photographic skills are not good
enough to get these close‐ups which have come from the Web.

I’m not going to deluge you with minute details of the eight
different Orache species (plus some hybrids) that can all be
found on our local coastlines, but there are four which you
might well be able to tell apart without too much difficulty. And
at the end is a fifth, the Common Orache, that I talked about
earlier
Frosted Orache (Atriplex laciniata) is quite distinctive. It has red
stems and grey‐green leaves that look as though they are
covered in hoar frost. Because it looks distinctly different from
all the others you usually don’t even need to take a hand lens
to the fruits to know what you are looking at.

Next is Grass‐leaved Orache (A. littoralis). Once again the
foliage is sufficiently different from the others to enable you to
be quickly confident of its identification. To be fair the leaves
aren’t really long and narrow enough to be taken for grass, but
they are certainly far more grass‐like than any of the other
species, and all the leaves are like this. Also, unlike some of the
others, Grass‐leaved Orache tends to grow upright rather than
forming a sprawling untidy mass on the sand.

Then there is one that does require you to look closely at the
fruits. Babington’s Orache (A. glabriuscula) tends to have
rather mealy stems and leaves. Botanically, ‘mealy’ means that
the surfaces often look as though they’ve been lightly sprinkled
with very fine sand. It usually sprawls on the surface and the
leaves are roughly triangular with lobes along their edges. In
the photo you can see the bracteoles which characteristically
have distinct warty lumps on their surface as well as having that
mealy appearance. Importantly the two bracteoles are fused
together at the edges to about half way up from the base.

Rather different from the first three is a species that (a) grows only
in salt marshes and (b) is a perennial rather than an annual.
It’s called Sea‐purslane (A. portulacoides), but it is still an orache
despite its common name
With this plant it isn’t usually a question of seeking it out because
in parts of the saltmarsh that are regularly flooded at high tides but
which drain fully as the tide recedes it often dominates. The bushes
can grow to a metre tall and the leaves are all similar and totally un‐
lobed and un‐toothed. They are a grey‐green colour, going rather
reddish as they age. The surface texture is quite mealy. The photo
was taken in the salt marsh at Alnmouth.

Then finally, as I mentioned earlier, there are the two species: Fat Hen and Common Orache. Fat Hen on the
left is by far the commonest British species of Goosefoot and pre‐historically was grown as a crop for human
consumption. You’ll have to excuse the obtrusive section of our garden fence. The one on the right, with similar
triangular leaves and flower spikes at the top is the Common Orache and to tell which is which you have to
check out the fruits.

Richard

INVERTEBRATE CORNER
SHOULD WE BE EATING INSECTS?
Entomophagy (from the Greek ‘entoma’, meaning ‘insect’ and ‘phagein’, meaning ‘to eat’) is a trait that we Homo sapiens
have inherited from our early hominid ancestors. Indeed, the habit is likely to have stemmed from much earlier primate
ancestors which were largely arboreal insectivores, similar to modern bushbabies and marmosets. Tangible evidence of
humans eating insects lies in the discovery of insect chitin in human coproliths dating back to almost 10,000 years ago.
Advocacy for insects in the diet of modern man dates back to ancient Chinese classical writings more than 3,000 years
old.

Of the 30 existing orders of true insect, most have the potential to be used as food for humans, some more than others.
At present, over 2,100 edible insect species have been identified, with over 2 billion people practicing entomophagy. This
will likely swell to around 9 billion by 2050 - with the most commonly consumed types comprising grasshoppers, crickets,
locusts, beetles, bees (larvae), and caterpillars. Entomophagy is most common in Africa, Columbia, Mexico, China,
Thailand, Indonesia, Japan, and Australia where insects are eaten by around 3,000 different ethnic groups. In the Western
World, however, a psychological barrier largely exists.
Existing consumption practices range from the extremes of including insects (e.g., dipteran flies) in the dietary cores of
many indigenous peoples to consumption of selected insects as novelty food (e.g., caddisflies).

Some lesser-known examples of insects eaten by humans:
Mayflies (Ephemeroptera): Adult mayflies are harvested and eaten in many parts of China and Japan, and also in New
Guinea and Vietnam. In Malawi, people make a paste, called kungu, out of mayflies (Caenis kungu) mixed with mosquitoes,
which is formed into dried cakes. On the shores of Lake Victoria, mayflies of the genus Povilla are dried for subsequent
use in meal preparation. This ‘insect flour’ often incorporates the bodies of chaoborid and chironomid dipterans which
emerge at the same time. There are also tales of 17th century Incas eating mayfly nymphs either raw or in a spicy sauce.
The photo below shows that they often emerge in swarms large enough to be commercially harvested.

Water Bugs (Hemiptera): There is a long history of consuming corixids (water-boatmen, see below left) in Mexico where
their eggs are harvested as ‘Ahuautle’ and command high prices. Some six species are eaten although these are now under
threat due to habitat destruction. In many parts of Asia, belostomatids (giant water bugs, see below right) are a well-liked
delicacy; they are also eaten in many other parts of the world. In Thailand, school children are encouraged to raise insects,
including belostomatids, to promote nutrition. More than half of the species consumed are collected during the rainy
season when their wetland habitats are abundant in the landscape. During the rest of the year, villagers supplement their
diets with commercial, mass-reared insects, such as crickets.

Caddisflies (Trichoptera): Adults often emerge synchronously and in large numbers, yet despite this, there are few records
of entomophagy. It is practiced, however, in Japan where the larvae are boiled and then sautéed in soya sauce and sugar.
This is a delicacy known as Zaza-mushi (‘zaza’ meaning ‘the sound of rushing water’, and ‘mushi’ meaning ‘insect’). Larvae
collected from the pristine Tenryu River are particularly prized (see below).

Better-known examples of insects eaten by humans:
Two of the most commonly eaten insect that can be easily and inexpensively obtained, are crickets (Orthoptera) and
mealworms (Coleoptera; see below). Table 1 shows the average daily requirements of essential human dietary
components together with approximate yield potentials from eating dried insect bodies. Several measures are
noteworthy. First, the protein yield is quite high, with one cup-full (100 g) of dried insects yielding close to the daily
recommended adult reference intake (ARI). Second, in contrast, the yield of carbohydrate is very low (it would require 26
cups-full, or 5.2 kg). Third, the ranges in yield potential are quite wide (especially for total fat and fibre) - dependent on
the type of insect analysed. Last, roughly 1.5 to 2 cups-full would provide the total energy (in kcal) required per day.
Clearly, one would not eat insects to acquire carbohydrates, but would for protein. Indeed, insects in general tend to be
excellent sources of protein. Eating insects in combination with another source of carbohydrate (such as rice, millet, or
cassava) could help approach a more balanced diet. In addition to the above components, insects are high in minerals, Bvitamins and essential amino-acids; thus consuming insects is beneficial. In addition, a report by the FAO found that many
edible insects are good sources of iron and zinc, deficiencies of which result in common health disorders worldwide.

Table 1. Comparison of the average daily requirements in the human diet with potential yield from eating insects.

Dietary component
intake (g/day)

Recommended adult reference

Yield potential from dried
insect bodies (range)
[100 g is roughly ½ a cup]

Protein

50 g

20-76 g/100 g

Carbohydrate

260 g

1-5 g/100 g

Total fat

70 g

10-60 g/100 g

Fibre

30 g

12-137 mg/kg

Energy

2000 kcal/day

293-762 kcal/100 g

Insects and animal feed
If eating insects, directly, is un-appealing in many countries ground-up insects are used in feed for domestic animals,
particularly for cattle, pigs and poultry. In many cases, the insects provide important dietary requirements. For example,
alongside grasshoppers, lake-flies can supplement essential vitamins and minerals necessary in cattle feed, including those
that improve general herd and udder health (vitamins E and A, Beta-carotene and selenium). The most stark contrast
between traditional domestic animal feed and an insect-derived product is evident when their respective food conversion
ratios are compared: Cattle need up to 18 kg of feed to produce 1 kg of edible meat. Crickets require 2 kg of feed to
produce 1 kg of edible meat. Clearly, it is more efficient to use insects directly as human food.

Are there any dangers in eating insects?
A potential negative aspect of eating, especially raw, insects is the potential for transmission of zoonotic infections.
However, forms such as Salmonella bacteria, commonly found in poultry and beef, and nematode worms (Trichinella),
found in pork (see worms embedded in pork muscle, below), are already part of the foods that we routinely eat. Thorough
heating eliminates this problem, and no significant health problems have been reported from consuming edible insects.
However, some insects may contain allergenic or toxic substances - the latter as a result of having eaten plants
contaminated with heavy metals or other chemicals. Moreover, there are suggestions that an unbalanced intake of edible
insects may be associated with obesity, chronic degenerative disease and stones in the urinary tract - possibly related to
the high protein levels found in insects.

Some final thoughts
Eating insects makes a lot of sense, indeed it is already happening in many parts of the world. However, few species are
being harvested from the wild, effectively. The management of many is largely at a ‘hunter-gatherer’ stage. Sustainability
has largely not yet entered the equation, and as a consequence an increasing number of insect species have become rare
or locally extinct. However, for a limited number of species, techniques for obtaining insects in bulk have been developed.
In 2016, the Kenya News Agency reported on a thriving facility at the Jaramogi Oginga Odinga University of Science and
Technology where crickets are being successfully raised in bulk (see below) to address the problem of malnutrition in
Africa. The operation plans to include other ‘commercialized’ species (mealworms and locusts) in due course. The
potential benefits of including locusts (see below), for example, include that they can they be harvested in huge numbers,
during population outbreaks - which also negates the use of pesticides. Ironically, in some instances, demand has
outstripped supply such that locusts are being brought into Thailand from neighboring countries, such as Cambodia.
However, given the human condition and market dynamics, there will always be extremes.

For example high prices will be paid, by a wealthy few for novelty foods, such as Zaza-mushi, whereas the worlds poorest
may survive only by eating sewage- or manure-fed midge larvae whose nutrients have been transformed into a dried,
high-protein feed for chickens, a more appealing food-source.
Bon appétit!

Dudley Williams
Newton on the Moor

UNUSUAL BIRD BEHAVIOUR?
For the past 2 years Moorhens have successfully bred on my wildlife pond – 2 clutches (yielding 8 chicks) last
year and 3 clutches (yielding 14 chicks) this year.
A couple of days ago it was interesting to see 1 juvenile watched by three chicks jumping to a height of approx.
2 feet to peck at ripe fruit on an overhanging autumn raspberry cane. Despite landing rather awkwardly he
persisted and managed to strip the fruit from the cane. He appeared to eat all the berries himself.
B Welch

Local Dragons - a tale of Chasers, Darters, Hawkers and even an Emperor
Dragonflies can generally be distinguished from Damselflies by their size, much more powerful flight, enormous
compound eyes and the way in which, when at rest, their wings are held at right angles to the body.
The County is not particularly rich in Dragonfly species but does appear to be benefitting from rising air
temperatures in that a number of species, which, just a few years ago, were only found south of the Humber,
can now be seen here.
Two species of Chaser can be seen locally - the commonest of which is the Four-spotted Chaser. This is an aptly
named insect in that it has two spots on each wing along the leading edge. The male is hyper active in guarding
its territory, flying hither and thither at speed. It is one of the easier Dragonflies to observe because it will make
regular visits to a favoured perch.
The Common Darter has a similar approach to securing control of its patch, always prepared to rush out to warn
off intruders, but unlike the Chaser, it has a preference for resting on bare surfaces.
Chasers and Darters are considered to be of medium size but Hawkers are a deal bigger. In spite of its name
the Southern Hawker is probably the one most likely to be seen in our area. As with the other dragonflies
mentioned, this is a highly territorial insect, but also seems to be very inquisitive and will often approach an
observer to within a few feet.
We are now even beginning to have the opportunity of seeing Britain’s largest Dragonfly in our area, the Emperor,
which like other species has progressed northwards in the last decade. The male is unmistakeable with its green
head and thorax together with a vivid blue abdomen, embellished with an irregular bold black line. Males are
tireless fliers spending hours patrolling around their chosen watercourse.
But very occasionally the observer gets lucky and they perch within camera range. I hope you agree it was
worth the wait!
Mick McMahon

1. Four-Spotted Chaser
2. Female Common Darter
3. Female Southern Hawker
4. Male Eperor
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NATURE NEWS FROM THE CHAIRMAN
It has been a bright and breezy period since the last the publication of the last newsletter. The winds have been
mainly from a westerly direction but winds have gone around to the south, there has been a passage of
migratory butterflies especially Painted ladies and Red admirals. There have also been small numbers of
Southern and Migrant hawker dragonflies.
Late August and early September are often very good for migrant birds but these have been scarce on the
ground. This was reflected in the Wetland Bird Survey at Fenham Flats on the 9th September, where there were
less than 100 Wigeon despite good numbers of Light-bellied brent geese (823). Numbers of Wigeon can build
up to 15,000+ in October on Fenham Flats – we wait to see what the rest of September and October brings.
There are increasing numbers of Bottle-nosed dolphins see off our coasts. This summer has been no exception.
One of the best places to see these marine mammals has been off Berwick pier. Boat trips from the Tweed
have been very successful with up to 20 animals being seen occasionally. The gathering of the Dolphins suggest
that they are waiting for the run of Sea trout and Salmon.
Species to look for in October: Pink-footed geese.
This medium size ‘grey’ goose appears in large numbers passing through Northumberland on their way to
Lancashire and Norfolk. Recent counts in Norfolk have indicated up to 180,000 birds wintering in the county –
this is approximately ½ of the World’s population. These birds commute back and forth from Lancashire during
the winter. Up to 12,000 birds’ winter in
Northumberland with the main areas being
Lindisfarne, Tweed Valley, Till Valley
(Doddington), Bradford Kaims and around
East Chevington – these birds are
increasingly feeding inland as far as the
A697. One of the main roost sites in the
County are on the sand banks to the north
of Lindisfarne. It is interesting to watch the
dispersion of the roost in the mornings
with birds leaving for the Tweed, Till and
south. Early October ‘skeins’ of Pinkfooted geese can be seen anywhere, in our
part of the County, moving south when the
wind is from a northerly direction.
Finally, a note from the notebook. Whilst walking a farm on western shore of Derwent reservoir in late
September, I heard a flock of Pink-footed geese calling in the low cloud. Suddenly, 14 birds appeared. They
seemed confused as they circled the reservoir at least three times. At first, I thought that they were going to
land. Then the clouds cleared and the lead bird started calling vociferously. They regained their skein shape,
altitude and headed off in a south-westerly direction towards Morecombe Bay.
Happy searching.
Jack Daw

BIRDS

Red-throated Diver
Manx Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater
Shag
Little Egret
Grey Heron
Goosander
Osprey
Peregrine
Hobby
Spotted Crake
Quail
Grey Partridge
Black-tailed Godwit
Spotted Redshank
Greenshank
Common Sandpiper
Green Sandpiper
Whimbrel
Ruff
Great Skua
Arctic Skua
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Short-eared Owl
Little Owl
Swift
Kingfisher
Grey Wagtail
Yellow Wagtail
Dipper
Wheatear
Redstart
Sedge Warbler
Willow Warbler
Common Crossbill
MAMMALS

Red Squirrel
Grey Squirrel
Pine Marten

SIGHTINGS AUGUST 2018
1 at Boulmer on 25th
20 at Boulmer on 25th 5 at Newton Point on 21st
6 at Boulmer on 25th
120 off Stag Rocks on 23rd
1 at Branton Ponds on 26th and 2 on 27th 5 at Budle Bay on 28th
6 at Monks House Pool on 28th
6 at Felton Bridge on 18th 90 at Holy Island on 28th
1 over Quarry House on 8th
1 at Holy Island on 2nd
1 at Holy Island on 2nd
1 at Newton Pool on 15th and again on 16th
30+ at Smeafield on 23rd
18 at Smeafield on 9th
43 at Monks House Pool on 23rd and 110 on 28th
1 at Budle Bay on 7th
1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 3rd 1 over Branton Ponds on 7th 2 at Hedgeley Lakes on
25th 1 at Budle Bay on 7th 1 at Holy Island on 28th
1 at Newton Scrape on 9th
1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 3rd 1 at Branton Ponds on 3rd and again on 12th 3 at
Hedgeley Lakes on 25th 2 at Holy Island on 1st
2 at Newton Point on 16th 1 at Craster on 24th and 3 on 25th
2 at Monks House Pool on 28th
1 at Boulmer on 25th
1 at Newton Point on 16th 1 at Boulmer on 25th
87 at Branton Ponds on 25th and 59 on 26th
1 at Budle Bay on 7th 1 at Newton Pool on 9th
1 at Holy Island on 20th
1 at Elwick on 30th
1 over Alnwick on 3rd 1 over Low Newton on 16th 2 at Craster on 22nd
2 at Branton Ponds all month 1 at Felton Bridge on 16th
2 at Felton Bridge on 16th
1 at Low Newton on 16th and 2 on 9th
1 at Felton Bridge on 20th
12 at Craster on 25th
2 at Holy Island on 20th
1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 25th 1 at Branton Ponds on 26th
5+ on Holy Island on 20th
7 at Beanley Woods on 11th

Brown Hare
Pipistrelle sp
Harbour Porpoise
Bottle-nosed Dolphin

1 at Branton on 3rd
1 at Felton on 26th 1 at Elwick on 31st
Possible, unconfirmed sighting of a single individual in North Northumberland
during month
3 at Felton on 10th
4 at Smeafield on 4th
2 at Craster on 7th
10+ off Newton Point on 16th 4 at Sugar Sands on 15th

Emerald Damselfly
Common Blue Damselfly

2 at Lemmington Banktop on 4th several at Quarry House ponds on 5th
Many at Quarry House ponds on 5th

INVERTEBRATES

Common Hawker
Southern Hawker

Hummingbird Hawk-moth
Red Underwing
Feathered Gothic
Sallow
Centre-barred Sallow
Iron Prominent
Sallow Kitten
Portland Moth
Olive
Butterbur
Tawny-speckled Pug
Horntail

6+ at Quarry House ponds on 5th 2 at Branton Ponds on 11th
1 at Branton Ponds on 1st 8+ at Lemmington Banktop on 4th 4+ at Quarry
House ponds on 5th 1 at Branton Ponds on 15th
5+ at Quarry House ponds on 5th 1 at Branton Ponds on 9th
3 at Lemmington Banktop on 4th 4+ at Quarry House ponds on 5th
1 on Holy Island on 20th
1 at Yearle 6+ at Smeafield on 16th
1 at Yearle
1-4 at Yearle from 11th
1-6 at Yearle all month
1 at Yearle
20+ at Lemmington Banktop on 4th 3-8 at Yearle all month 6 at Smeafield on
5th
3 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 1 atYearle
6+ at Branton Ponds on 3rd 9+ at Smeafield on 13th and 3 on 20th
2 at Lemmington Banktop on 4th 3 at Quarry House on 5th 1 at Branton Ponds
on 27th 2 at Yearle on 22nd
1 at Yearle
1 at Ewart on 11th
2 at Branton on 13th
8 at Branton on 9th
1 at Branton on 9th
1 at Ewart on 11th 1 at Branton on 13th
1 at Ewart on 11th 1 at Branton on 13th
1 at Ewart on 11th
1 at Branton on 13th
1 at Branton on 13th
1 at Branton on 9th
1 at Smeafield on 6th 1 at Belford on 6th

Unbranched Bur-reed

At Quarry House on 8th

Crimson Waxcap

On Holy Island on 20th
75mm
G&R Bell, I&K Davison, G Dodds, M&J Drage, A Keeble, S Reay.

Common Darter
Black Darter
Grayling
Speckled Wood
Wall
Red Admiral
Small Tortoishell
Small Copper
Peacock
Comma
Wall Brown
Painted Lady

PLANTS
FUNGI

RAINFALL
OBSERVERS

