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CHRISTMAS MEETING
Do join us for our Christmas Meeting on Wednesday 12th December
We’ll be having our now legendary Quiz, plus Christmas Nibbles (PLEASE BRING SOME!).
And to exercise the Yuletide brains, Janet Simkin – a big name in Northumbrian lichenology,
botany and the environment – will talk to us on “Northumbrian Whin Grasslands and The
Sill roof”. If you’ve been to The Sill at Once Brewed and you’ve ventured on to the grassland
roof, then you may know that Janet was the main consultant and instigator of the roof
project.
We hope to see lots of members and guests at St James’s for this event

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Remember that subs are due in January. Still no increase - £10 single, £17.50 for two or more at the same
address. BUT Reduced rates continue to apply for existing members for 2019 (£6 and £10). Please make
cheques to Alnwick Wildlife Group and bring to meetings in December or January or post to:
Richard Poppleton, Greystone Cottage, Titlington Mount, Alnwick NE66 2EA Please try not to forget.
Chasing subscriptions is a thankless task.

Please send sightings reports for September, no later than 6th December 2018 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The
Bungalow, Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk
Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after the paper
publication.

AWG welcomes contributions for the newsletter and items for inclusion should be submitted by the 12th of
the month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

A RINGERS YEAR
Sept 2018: Ringing at Howick Arboretum continued this month despite the troublesome weather. On the 1st
22 new birds and 17 retraps were processed. Two very young Chiffchaff (warblers) were captured and a single
Goldcrest. The retraps included a moulting adult Coal Tit ringed (as an adult) in 2014. On the 8th, numbers
picked up with 52 new birds and 24 retraps; including migrating Blackcaps (feeding up on berries), Chiffchaffs
and lots of resident tits, chaffinches and a ‘rare’ Greenfinch. There was also a rather interesting juvenile Bullfinch
– undergoing its post juvenile moult and showing its new ‘reddish’ feathers for the first time (see photo) and a
Treecreeper; which we could only age because it had previously been ringed as a juvenile in 2017. The attached
photo shows its very long claws used for scrambling around tree branches (see photo).
The 15/9/18 proved to be a very busy morning with 96 new birds and 26 retraps processed. An early Great
Spotted Woodpecker was another from the brood that was hatched very locally; this was followed by a Goldcrest
also probably a local bird (as there has been no evidence of a coastal influx of migrants this year). The second
Whitethroat of the year was ringed around 9:00 and quickly followed by several Blackcaps; along with resident
Coal Tits and Goldfinch’s. The real excitement began at 11:30ish when we captured a foraging flock of Mistle
Thrush; made up of 10 juveniles and 1 adult bird. These birds are rarely captured because they mostly fly ‘high’
but they were seeking berries (and left some of these in the nets) which are ripening profusely in the arboretum.
This gave some of my trainees their first close look at these splendid birds with their ‘olive-grey-brown’ colours
which are very different from the warm browns of our garden Song Thrush (see photo of two birds). Along with
the thrushes there was a single juvenile Blackbird; have you noticed how few Blackbirds there are around this
year? (Blackbirds raised few young this year as they started nesting later than usual after the cold spring and
then found locating food very hard in the hot dry summer). The rest of the morning was spent processing tits
and a great many Goldfinch.
With a slightly late start, due to adverse weather, on the 22nd we captured 35 new birds and 9 retraps. The first
was an adult female Nuthatch, probably the parent of the several juveniles we had ringed locally. There were still
a number of Blackcaps and Chiffchaffs in the area which entertained us until another flock of thrushes came in.
Seven Mistle Thrushes were captured (all juveniles) along with a single Song Thrush. I have included a photo of
this bird with its ‘warm brown tones’; as a comparison with the larger greyer Mistle Thrush. Finally the weather
lets us ring on the 28th when we captured 38 new birds and 8 retraps. Quite early in the morning Bullfinch
and Thrushes (Mistle and Song but no Blackbirds) were investigating the berries and several were captured.
Blackcaps (carrying lots of fat) on migration also stopped off to feed. Later three very juvenile Chiffchaffs were
captured (clearly from a late brood), for the first time this year a flock of Long Tailed Tits encountered a net.
Anyone interesting in ringing is invited to get in touch.
Phil Hanmer ‘A’ Ringer/Trainer Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum)
E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com

Pictures on next page...

Mistle Thrushes

Song Thrush

Tree Creeper claws

MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 31ST OCTOBER
The attendance of 41 included three visitors. George’s first specimen was a juvenile House
Martin. Discussion suggested that no-one knows exactly where these birds go in the
winter. Somewhere in Africa is assumed, but there is no proof of precise locations. There
was also discussion of the presence of Flat Fly parasites on House Martins (photo) – the
particular species involved is highly host-specific. Flat flies are also called Keds and they
feed on the blood of their mammalian and avian hosts without apparently doing them
serious harm.
George’s second specimen was an egg case (Mermaid’s Purse) from a dogfish. The corners
of the case have tendrils that are wrapped round the stems of seaweeds and as they
harden they contract into tough spirals that can keep the egg case in position in rough seas.
Dr Anne Wilson then gave a talk on the Breeding Birds on the Farnes in the 19thC. Anne volunteers with the Natural
History Society of Northumbria (see elsewhere in this newsletter for details of this important organisation) and is also the
National Trust volunteer Archivist for the Farnes and so has a close working knowledge of the history of the islands and
their birds. The island group consists of the Inner and Outer Farnes, separated by Staple Sound.
St Cuthbert spent over 10 years living as a hermit on Inner Farne and was on the island when, in 684, he was informed he
had been elected Bishop of Lindisfarne. Cuthbert had moved to the island in 676 and died here in 687. He is credited with
having ‘adopted’ the Eider Ducks and protected them – hence their nickname Cuddy Ducks – but in fact this idea of very
early nature conservation was not actually documented until nearly 500 years later. Following Cuthbert’s death the
islands were occupied intermittently for the next 550 years by various hermits, the last of whom died in 1246.
From 1255 to 1536 a monastic cell was built and occupied by a small number of monks associated with Durham Abbey
(now Cathedral), but this was eventually destroyed during the dissolution of the monasteries in Henry VIII’s reign. The
islands remained a separate outpost of County Durham, under the control of Durham Cathedral, until 1844 when they
were formally transferred to Northumberland. In the late 1400s Thomas Castell, the Prior of Durham Cathedral, built a
Pele Tower on Inner Farne which provided the monks with a defensible home.
In the 19thC work was done and decisions taken that would form the basis for the modern seabird colonies on the islands.
Thomas Bewick in 1802 recorded the breeding presence of Kittiwake and Sandwich Tern. A lighthouse was built on
Brownsman in 1800 and in 1811 had a new tower added, but it was poorly positioned and was abandoned in 1826 when
the Longstone Light was built. William Darling was the lighthouse keeper on Brownsman in 1805. He was remarkably
forward-thinking for his times and he deliberately put sand on some of the rock ledges to encourage terns to nest, most
importantly including Roseate Terns which had reached 91 pairs by 1953. Darling and other lighthouse keepers began to
keep records of migrant birds in their journals – including the first records for Fieldfare. No Fulmars were recorded until
1935 and similarly there were no records of Mallard or Black-headed Gull until the 20thC.

Longstone Lighthouse today

Darling’s records were sometimes a bit confusing because, for
example, he recorded Common Terns, but not Arctic. Later it
seemed probable that he simply meant the commonest terns on the
island – which we now know had to have been the Arctic species.
Even in the early part of the 19thC there was much egg-taking,
shooting and wanton vandalism on the islands, although we have
to remember that for centuries birds and seals had been killed for
food, including Puffins.
William Darling had transferred from Brownsman to the new
Longstone Light in 1826. Grace Darling was his only daughter when,
at the age of 22 in 1838, she and her father rescued nine people
from the wreck of the MV Forfarshire which had gone aground on
Harcar Rock in thick fog. She became a national heroine, but the
consequence for the Farnes was extremely problematic. Many
people who might never have heard of the islands made trips out
to them and, as was the pattern of behaviour at the time, took their
guns and shot whatever they could see. Some landed and had
picnics among the bird colonies, often ‘amusing’ themselves by
throwing stones at the sitting birds and either killing or injuring
them or causing them to desert their nests.

Even as early as 1769 the islands were leased from Durham by
John Blackett and his son William who exploited the birds and
seals mercilessly, not for amusement but for profit. Then egg
collecting became a fashionable hobby for the leisured classes
created by the Industrial Revolution. For example, Guillemot
eggs in the dense breeding colony on The Pinnacles at the south
end of Staple Island in the Outer Farnes were not only good to
eat but came in a wide range of colour variations and so were
prime targets for collectors.

In the 1840s Archdeacon Charles Thorp became the lessee of the Farnes and he restored Prior Castell’s Tower for him to live in. It is
still in use today as the accommodation for the NT Rangers. In the following years Thorp started to buy islands, including, in 1861,
Inner Farne. As soon as he had the lease he employed guardians for the birds and the breeding situation started to improve, but sadly
he died in 1862 after which, in the absence of any guardians, the raiding re-started and reached even more horrific levels as the
effectiveness of firearms improved. Even when, in 1881, the Farnes Islands Association was formed to try to reduce the wanton killing
and vandalism, the Association itself raised funds for its continued existence by – you’ve guessed – taking and selling eggs.
Meanwhile in 1879 official bird migration records began to be collected throughout Britain at lighthouses and lightships. They were
continued for nine years and created fascinating records, albeit with some puzzles on the Farnes. Did the record of ‘large and small
petrels’ indicate that the large ones were Leaches Petrel? And was the ‘Cream-coloured Owl’ a Barn Owl? Some records were also
doubtful – breeding Shelduck? – breeding Cuckoo? But the records also gave dates each year for the earliest arrivals of the different
migrant species.
In 1888 bird ‘watchers’ were again employed on the islands, particularly Inner Farne. Destruction of birds by the great British public
was only one problem. The weather was another. It was awful and in 1881 and in 1891 no terns fledged at all due to lack of food.
At the end of the 19thC there were some interesting differences compared to today. There were Guillemots only on the Pinnacles;
nothing bred on Inner Farne due to continuous disturbance from the lighthouse keepers with their animals and chickens, a situation
which only ended in 1910 when the keepers left the islands; Lesser Black-backed Gulls were breeding in massive numbers, which is
no longer true today.
One final sigh of relief can be had that, despite the horrendous effects of humans on the birds of the Farnes, there have never been
any rats, not even when the MV Danio ran aground in 2013 on Big Harcar and neither spilled oil nor released rats.

Richard

PLANT CORNER
n.b. Over the years I’ve adopted various ways of writing the names of plants in these articles. I first used to
write them as English (Latin). Then I changed to Latin English. More recently it’s been English Latin. But I
now discover that the latest BSBI protocol – which is not the same as that used in magazines like British
Wldlife (!) - is that it should be Latin (English). So that’s what you’ll get until they change the rules again.
In 2017 when we did our major survey of Kyloe Quarry the botanical list included three ‘odd’ species. We’d
decided that the road verges on the section of road that runs past the northern edge of the quarry woodland
were ‘fair game’ and should be included in the survey area. It was right at the edge of the road that we found
Plantago maritima (Sea Plantain), Puccinellia distans (Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass) and Spergularia marina (Lesser
Sea-spurrey).

Sea Plantain

Lesser Sea-spurrey

As their names suggest these are coastal species and yet Kyloe is a good three miles inland. Then in early
October this year Jane and I were in the Blanchland area on the Durham/Northumberland border. We paused
for a walk in Winnows Hill Wood, which is the part of Slaley Forest nearest the Derwent Reservoir. On the road
verge we again found Lesser Sea-spurrey along with quite a few leaf rosettes of Plantago coronopus (Buck’shorn Plantain). This latter is also a coastal species and this time we were almost 30 miles inland. [When we got
home I checked with the BSBI maps and discovered that we had accidentally stumbled upon the only deeply
inland site for Buck’s-horn Plantain in the whole of South Northumberland, so, a good spot indeed.]

Buck's-horn Plantain

Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass

It’s extraordinary the extent to which many weedy species are opportunistic. If you are a halophyte (salt-loving,
or more strictly salt-tolerant, species) then of course you normally grow near the sea, but humans have this

tendency to do things that create abnormal habitats in the most unlikely places. You can’t expect a plant to
know that a salty place inland, created by road salt, is any different from coastal habitats made salty by sea
spray. Vehicles that inadvertently pick up seeds on their wheels while driving near the coast then equally
inadvertently disperse them into salty verges inland. Apart from the salt content the other factor that makes
road verges suitable for colonisation by small halophytes is the phenomenon of “salt-burn”. Most other road
verge plants can’t tolerate the highly salt-laden state of the 30cm or so strip of soil closest to the carriageway
and so this is left bare of vegetation – which is then ideal for the halophytes which can cope with the salt and
love the lack of competition.
What makes this situation even more interesting is that the heavy salting of roads only started in the 1960s. So,
just as certain species such as Senecio jacobea (Ragwort) and Chamaerion angustifolium (Rosebay Willowherb)
in earlier decades liked the conditions created by the disturbed soil and ballast on railway lines and spread
rapidly along the rail network before moving out into the wider countryside, the halophytes simply followed
the gritters. Thus was initially along the motorway and trunk road networks, but soon extended to more rural
roads and even to forest tracks.
The classic example of a species following the roads has been Cochlearia
Danica (Danish Scurvy-grass). In the spring you can see the long lines of
this plant along the verges and central reservations of our major roads
and because the flowers look like hoar frost when seen from a car, it is
usually easily visible. There are other Scurvy-grass species, but parking in
the fast lane and getting out to look carefully at plants in the central
reservation of the Western Bypass isn’t to be recommended.
The various photos show the species I’ve mentioned. I shan’t attempt in
this article to delve into such issues as how you tell Lesser Sea-spurrey
from Spergularia media (Greater Sea-spurrey) or how you distinguish
Reflexed Saltmarsh-grass from the other Puccinellia species, all of which
can also occasionally be found as roadside halophytes. You could also
keep your eyes open for less frequent roadside species such as Aster
tripolium (Sea Aster) and some of the Atriplex (Orache) species.
Danish Scurvy-grass
Perhaps, though, as you plodge through roadside puddles, you could
sometimes take off your boots and socks and paddle in the water and
pretend you are at the seaside. One word of warning – botanising from a moving car is best left to passengers
rather than the driver!

A final comment, which is not about halophytes. If you ever find yourself in Blanchland and decide to walk in
Winnows Hill Wood, be aware that the sides of the forest tracks are literally carpeted with Acaena novaezelandiae (Pirri-pirri-bur). It’s present in quantities that I’ve only ever seen elsewhere in the Holy Island dunes
and so before you leave the wood, do check your boots and clothing and dogs for the dreaded hooked seeds.
Richard

STEWCHAT.
2018 has not been a classic one for the autumn bird migration. Since about August we have had winds from the
S –W quarter when what we really wanted were winds from N - SE to drift migrating birds on to our coastline.
Part of looking at bird migration involves a task hated by many but to some aficionados it is a much anticipated
obsession – sea watching. I must confess to being one of the latter.
To provide a classic sea watch in Northumberland we need a fast low pressure tracking east over the top of
Scotland pushing birds from the North Atlantic into the North Sea, followed by Northerly winds to drive birds
South. They will then re-orientate back North following our coastline, and hopefully giving us some great
challenges as they do so. Identifying seabirds at half a mile plus as they fly at 30 mph into a gale with squally
showers is a no mean feat!
After months of none productive weather Saturday 27 th October at last looked promising with strong NNW
winds from gales overnight. It was overcast giving a dull, flat, light over the sea, with odd rain showers moving
through.
I managed to fit in 2 hours on Saturday from 8am – 10am at Craster where I huddled on a folding chair in the
lee of a garden fence, putting up an umbrella as the storms quickly passed through.
In the two hours I managed some respectable counts of birds moving North.
Red throated Diver 15
Great Northern Diver 3
Red breasted Merganser 5
Wigeon 254
Mallard 16
Teal 60
Pintail 3
Common Scoter 26
Velvet Scoter 12
Goldeneye 10
Long tailed Duck 18
Manx Shearwater 1
Little Auk 1
Sunday the 28th was even better with the winds now directly North early on becoming quite calm for a while
midmorning and picking up again in the afternoon. This time I sat at Craster from 7am until 9.15am then
moving along to Cullernose Point to get a bit of height from 9.30am – 12 noon recording the movement of
birds.
Red throated Diver 35
Black throated Diver 2
Great Northern Diver 5
Slavonian Grebe 1
Pale bellied Brent Goose 2
Red breasted Merganser 8
Shelduck 32
Wigeon 506
Mallard 12
Teal 40
Shoveler 6
Common Scoter 1008

Velvet Scoter 21
Eider 50
Scaup 3
Goldeneye 12
Long tailed Duck 33
Manx Shearwater 10
Little Auk 8
Bonxie 1
Pomarine Skua 1 adult with tail spoons
Glaucous Gull 1 first winter
Short eared Owl 1 seen a mile offshore struggling against the waves until it made landfall up Howick Scar.
Gannets, Kittiwakes, Fulmars and Auks were too many to count so didn’t even make the notebook.
I went home cold and stiff but felt a real buzz to witness mass bird migration in action. It’s just a shame there
wasn’t a weekend like this in August and September to match this one!

Figure 1: A page from my Notebook on 28th October...

Stewart Sexton, Howick.

SHEPHERDS LAW WAXCAP WALK
(This report should have been in the October newsletter – apologies to those who expected it)
22nd September was a good, fine autumn day and six of us gathered at the designated meeting point below
Shepherds Law. Our first call when we had walked up the hill was to call on Brother Harold to ask if we could
look inside the chapel. Harold was happy to show us into this unique place with its local stone, craftsmancarved woodwork and atmospheric stained glass – all custom designed and made for this private chapel.

The photos were taken in 2010 soon after the chapel was completed, plus one of
Brother Harold ringing the bell in the bell tower (the structure that looks like an
oversized dovecote on stilts on the left of the chapel in the left hand picture).
We then went out on to the grassy moorland in search of waxcaps and soon sighted a trio of lost souls who had
arrived a bit late and had been searching the moor for us. This year as soon as the dry weather broke at the
end of the extraordinary summer some fungi, particularly the boletes, have appeared in really good numbers in
woodland. Sadly not so for the waxcaps in their exclusively grassland habitat. It seemed that we were too early
because in various places some were starting to show through the sheep-grazed sward, but most were still very
small and hard to identify. We more or less managed to convince ourselves that we had seen Meadow, Scarlet
and Blackening waxcaps, but there were quite a few that defeated us. As Richard said, if we were to repeat this
walk in future years we really ought to find someone who knows what they are talking about to come with us.
The photos below were taken at this site, but two years ago. Mike was taking some photos and may well have
some that are better than these.

Scarlet Waxcap

Meadow Waxcap

Blackening Waxcap

We then went into Beanley Wood and immediately found some excellent specimens
of Hollow Bolete Suillus cavipes
that is found only under Larch
trees. Roger Phillips’
Mushrooms says of this fungus
“Very rare; endangered; on Red
Data List”, but this book is now
30 years old. The Collins Fungi
Guide, published in 2012, says
“Widespread but very seldom
recorded and in only a few
scattered sites”. Either way it’s
a very good fungus to find and
certainly doesn’t appear every
year even in a good site like this.
Hollow Bolete

As we walked a short distance
through the wood two other fungi caught our attention (I’m conveniently ignoring all those that we couldn’t
put a name to!). A patch of white mushrooms had soft spines rather than gills or pores underneath. You may
be able to make them out in the left hand photo. Subsequent checking showed that these were Wood
Hedgehogs Hydnum repandum – an apparently widespread and common species that the books say is “worth
eating”, so perhaps June should have collected these ones. Then there was a tuft of an orangey-yellow species
that, again with subsequent checking, turned out to be Yellow Stagshorn Calocera viscosa growing on its correct
substrate – decaying conifer material under the moss.

It is worth saying that this Yellow Stagshorn is not the same species as the yellow fungus that we had seen in
the waxcap grassland earlier. That one seems likely to have been one of at least three of the Clavulinopsis
species (Apricot Club, Yellow Club or Golden Spindles), but the only definitive way to distinguish some of these
common and very similar species is to look at the spores under a microscope and Graham had inexplicably failed
to bring a microscope with him.
Altogether we had a pleasant morning, only a little marred by our failure to identify so many of the fungi we
saw. But Winnie had seen a good group of 100+ Starlings and 30 or so Yellowhammers in a hedge bush near
the start and Kestrel, Buzzard (5) and Nuthatch were seen/heard during the walk so there was more than just

mycological interest. Also Janet had spotted a good patch of Shaggy Inkcap fungi over a hedge by Beanley Ponds
on the way and she sent the photo below. These are also supposed to be good eating if picked young before
the gills start to disintegrate into an inky mess.

The Atlantic Grey Seal
We have 2 species of Seal in our waters, Grey and Harbour. If you manage to see one, it is most likely to be a Grey
because they massively outnumber their counterparts in our area. The UK can boast of being the home of up
to 40% of the world’s population of Greys, with the nearby Farne Islands along with Donna Nook in Lincolnshire
being the main English population centres.
Unless we visit the Farnes at the right time of year and view the seals at their haul -outs, the most we generally
see of a Grey Seal is a large dark head with a “roman nose” poking out of the water. In this guise, they are a fairly
common sight al along the north Northumberland coast throughout much of the year.
In reality, Grey Seals, particularly the adult males (bulls) are formidable creatures capable of growing to close on
3 metres in length, weighing up to 400 kilograms and enjoying a possible lifespan of 40 years.
Like many of Nature’s giants however they start life as very small helpless pups. Somewhat bizarrely from our
human perspective, females (cows) give birth to a single pup from September and sometimes into December!
The pup is nursed on an incredibly rich diet of milk for just 3 weeks, enabling it to put on 2 kilos a day in weight,
at which point they are considered to be weaned and henceforth expected to fend for themselves. The pups
then need to undergo a rapid moult of their creamy-white birth coat and take on an all important blubber layer
for insulation, before taking to the water for the first time.
Though comically ungainly on land, adult Grey Seals are wonderfully agile swimmers totally at ease in the
seemingly forbidding waters of the North Sea. For example, in pursuit of their prey, they are capable of dives to
depths of 70 metres and remaining submerged for up to 30 minutes! As you would probably expect, their main
diet is essentially fish but they are very opportunistic and will take squid, octopus, lobster and even seabirds.
The Grey Seal’s main enemy, in common with other wildlife, has historically been Mankind. From time
immemorial there are records of seals being killed for both oil and their meat. A generation ago, there were
regular Government inspired seal culls on the grounds of protecting fish stocks.
Thankfully in our own time however, public opinion has moved very much in favour of protection, affording us
the opportunity to enjoy seeing these wonderful creatures often up close and personal!
Mick McMahon

Cow and Calf Grey Seal

Bull Grey Seal

Haul-out

BOOK REVIEW
Mandy Hulme joined AWG in September and she asked me whether our newsletter might be interested in her own
thoughts on a recent book about the re-wilding of Knepp Farm in Sussex. I said ‘yes please’ and that although we
have never previously had book reviews as part of our newsletters this might be the start of something regular and
of interest to members.
I’ll probably follow up with a review for the December newsletter, but then it would be great if other members
were willing to do a brief write-up of something in the wildlife field that they’ve recently read. And reviews don’t
necessarily need to be always positive. (Don’t get me started on Helen Macdonald’s 2014 “H is for Hawk”. It won
awards and has been in the bestseller lists for some time but I abandoned it after the first couple of chapters!)

BOOK RECOMMENDATION

Richard

Title – Wilding, The Return of Nature to a British Farm
Author – Isabella Tree
Published by - Picador
Year - 2018
ISBN – 978-1-5098-0509-9

Part memoir, part compelling account of Britain’s rural ecology, Wilding, The Return of Nature to a British Farm,
is the inspirational story of a pioneering experiment: the rewilding of a West Sussex farm and the incredible
return of nature to the British countryside.
The book follows Isabella Tree and her husband, Charlie, on their journey to hand their 3,500 acres of farm
land back to nature. In little over a decade, the couple has seen an extraordinary increase in wildlife numbers
and the breeding of extremely rare species such as turtle doves, nightingales, peregrine falcons, lesser spotted
woodpeckers and purple emperor butterflies.
From the very first chapter on Ted Green, one of the most distinguished tree experts in the country, this book had
me hooked. It is a fascinating, brilliantly researched, beautifully written and inspirational story. Thought provoking,
challenging and pioneering in its approach to ‘rewilding’, it shows how the complexity of nature can work its
wonders to bring about amazing benefits in Britain for wildlife, farming and for its people.
It gave me real hope about the future of wildlife in Britain, and I would highly recommend it to AWG members and
anyone interested in wildlife, countryside, and conservation.

Mandy Hulme

BIRDS
Great-northern Diver

Red-throated Diver
Black-throated Diver
Slavonian Grebe
Red-necked Grebe
Manx Shearwater
Little Egret
Whooper Swan
Barnacle Goose
Pink-footed Goose
Pintail
Wigeon
Pochard
Shoveler
Scaup
Goosander
Common Scoter
Velvet Scoter
Common Buzzard
Peregrine
Merlin
Grey Partridge
Red Grouse
Woodcock
Curlew
Black-tailed Godwit
Greenshank
Spotted Redshank
Purple Sandpiper
Arctic Skua
Pomarine Skua
Great Skua
Great Black-backed Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Glaucous Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Gull-billed Tern
Little Auk
Collared Dove
Tawny Owl
Barn Owl
Long-eared Owl
Short-eared Owl
Hoopoe
Kingfisher
Swallow
Skylark

SIGHTINGS OCTOBER 2018
1 past Craster on 7th 1 at Boulmer on 27th 8 off Howick on 28th 1 at Cullernose
Point on 27th
7 near Howick on 6th 2 at Boulmer on 27th 50 off Howick on 28th 1 at Cullernose
Point on 27th
1 at Boulmer on 27th 2 off Howick on 28th
1 off Howick on 28th
1 at Amble on 18th
2 at Boulmer on 27th 11 off Howick on 28th
2 on Holy Island causeway on 14th and 4 on 29th
2 at Branton Ponds on 1st with 6 on 3rd and 4th
300+ on Fenham Flats on 7th 800+ at Fenham Flats on 14th 30 at Stag Rocks on
2nd 1000 at Budle Bay on 30th
442 past Craster on 7th 200 at Chevington on 4th 60 over Alnwick on 17th
3 off Howick on 28th
10000 at Fenham Flats on 14th
2 on Branton Ponds on 3rd
32 at Budle Bay on 25th
3 off Howick on 28th
8 at Branton Ponds on 16th
67 past Howick on 6th 1034 off Howick on 28th
33 off Howick on 28th 1 at Cullernose Point on 27th
1 over Alnwick on 11th
1 at Branton on 10th
1 in College Valley on 10th
2 at Craster on 7th
Groups of up to 30 in College Valley on 10th
20 on Holy Island on 27th 7 at Seahouses on 27th 12 at Smeafield on 27th
57 at Smeafield on 1st and 42 on 30th
100 at Monks House Pool on 2nd
1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 13th 1 at Fenham Flats on 14th
3 at Monks House Pool on 12th
40 at Stag Rocks on 7th
1 near Howick on 6th
1 off Howick on 28th
1 off Howick on 28th 1 at Cullernose Point on 27th 1 at Boulmer on 28th
10 at Branton Ponds on 24th
105 at Branton Ponds on 9th
1 off Howick on 28th
4 near Howick on 6th 1 at Seahouses Harbour on 11th
2 at Haughton Strother GP on 19th and 20th
9 off Howick on 28th 1 at Boulmer on 28th
1 at Howick on 7th
1 at Lucker on 12th 1 in College Valley on 18th 1 in Alnwick on 24th
1 at Craster on 7th 1 at Branton on 12th 1 near Alnwick on 4th
1 at Boulmer on 27th
2 on Holy Island on 14th and again on 21st 1 at Howick on 28th
1 on Holy Island on 16th
At least 2 at Branton Ponds all month
7 over Alnwick on 11th
9 near Howick on 6th

Grey Wagtail
Dipper
Waxwing
Fieldfare
Redwing
Mistle Thrush
Cetti’s Warbler
Barred Warbler
Yellow-browed Warbler
Chiffchaff
Goldcrest
Bearded Tit
Willow Tit
Treecreeper
Starling
Jay
Raven
Bullfinch
Greenfinch
Lesser Redpoll
Linnet
Twite
Siskin
Brambling
Crossbill
Lapland Bunting
Snow Bunting
MAMMALS
Grey Squirrel
Red Squirrel
Badger
Stoat
INVERTEBRATES
Red-line Quaker
Pinion-striped Snout
Green-brindled Crescent
Streak
Figure of Eight
Feathered Thorn
Hummingbird Hawk-moth
December Moth
Brindled Ochre
Red Sword-grass
Satellite
Red Admiral
Small Tortoishell
Small White
Speckled Wood

1 at Smeafields on 15th
1 near Etal on 1st
2 at Howick on 31st
20+ on Holy Island on 7th 3 at Craster on 7th 30 in College Valley on 10th
50+ on Holy Island on 7th 30+ at Howick on 7th 38 at Craster on 7th 200+ over
Branton on 16th 33 at Branton Ponds on 18th 16 at Smeafield on 9th many over
Alnwick on 11th
1 in Alnwick on 11th and 12th
1 on Holy Island on 21st
1 on Holy Island on 29th
7 on Holy Island on 14th
2 at Craster on 7th
1 at Smeafield on 19th
2 on Holy Island on 14th
1 at Branton Ponds on 2nd 3 at Craster on 7th
1 on Holy Island on 29th 1 in Alnwick on 24th
4000+ on Holy Island on 21st
2 in Alnwick on 11th
2 in College Valley on 10th and again on 18th 2 at Howick on 31st
1 at Smeafield on 20th
1 in Alnwick on 12th
60 at Craster on 7th
16 in College Valley on 18th
1 in College Valley on 18th
11 at Howick on 6th 58 at Craster on 7th 40+ at Branton Ponds on 25th
9 at Craster on 7th 200+ at Holy Island on 14th 1 at Branton on 13th 3 at Howick
on 31st
5 at Craster on 7th 27 at Howick on 31st
1 on Holy Island on 14th 2 at Holy Island on 20th
1 on Holy Island on 7th and still on 14th
1 near Shawdon Wood House on 1st 1-2 all month in Alnwick.
1 at Branton Ponds on 9th
1 at Branton on 10th
1 in Alnwick on 4th
6 at Branton on 3rd
2 at Branton on 3rd
2 at Branton on 3rd
3 at Branton on 3rd
1 at Branton on 10th 1 at Howick on 11th
2 at Branton on 10th
1 at Hipsburn on 15th
1 at Branton on 11th
1 at Howick on 11th
1 at Branton on 16th
1 at Branton on 16th
8+ at Howick on 6th several at Smeafield on 6th
1 at Hipsburn on 15th
1 at Howick on 6th
Several around Branton Ponds on 4th 4 at Howick on 6th 5 at Branton Ponds on
24th several at Smeafield on 6th

Small Copper
Comma
Wall
Painted Lady
Common Darter
Common Hawker
Southern Hawker
RAINFALL
OBSERVERS

1 at Howick on 6th 1 at Branton Ponds on 10th 1 at Branton on 17th
3 at Branton Ponds on 10th and 1 on 24th
Several at Smeafield on 6th
6 at Smeafield on 10th
1 at Branton Ponds on 4th
1 at Branton Ponds on 4th
1 at Branton Ponds on 10th
46mm
G,J&R Bell, I&K Davison, J Dean, G Dodds, M Hall, P Jobson,
M McMahon, S Reay, J Rutter, S Sexton.

