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bats. Jess’ talk will focus on the bat species of the North East, how to detect them and insights into life as a bat 
ecologist.



including a new young male Redpoll (see photo) and a new female Siskin (see photo). It was even brighter 

south but has also just returned.

at Craster that has been used every year since 2012. 

Finally with some warmer weather I have heard quite a few people say (including in the media) “birds are 

May in the north (perhaps April further south) because they need both a longer day-length and insect food as 

early then visit Howick and watch the Herons near the Pool squabbling over the remains of last year’s nests and 

Phil Hanmer ‘A’ Ringer/Trainer Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum)



MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 

An audience of 53 gathered, including eleven visitors, and George began by producing a Magpie skull.  For 
reasons that are unclear Magpies become scarcer the further north you go from Newcastle and when George 
lived in Berwick he never saw them.  The second specimen was a Brown Hare lower jaw in very good condition 
with all its teeth intact.  Also circulated was Vivien Boulton’s photograph of an Adder basking in the February 
warmth at Branton. 

Steve Pullan from Natural England then talked about George Culley & Water Meadows in Northumberland.  
Steve’s interest in researching this topic came from discussions with George Dodds and Dr Robert Sheil from 
Newcastle University about the ‘humps and bumps’ in the landscape on several Northumberland farms.  It had 
long been the accepted wisdom that water meadows were not found here, but Steve’s research has caused that 
view to be revised. 

The Culley family farmed near Darlington in the 
1700s and by 1767 there was insufficient land to 
satisfy the needs of the four sons, so George and 
Matthew Culley moved to Northumberland and 
took on the Fenton Estate north east of Wooler (the 
modern photograph shows the main part of the 
property in 2015 when it was on the market for £10 
million).  They quickly showed that they were good 
farmers and highly innovative and entrepreneurial.  
Over a period of 28 years they built up a whole 
empire of farms extending from the Scottish Borders to the middle of North Northumberland.  Both farms at 
Crookham, the estate at Akeld and Humbleton, Easington Grange and Fowberry were all acquired and most of 
these were not small farms.  Fowberry, for example, was over 500 hectares and cost the enormous sum of 
£45,000. 

Amongst their innovations was the breeding of the Border Leicester sheep that came to be known as the Culley 
sheep.  They overturned the accepted rules of crop rotation by doing away with the practice of leaving fields 
fallow.  Instead they moved to a five-year rotation which included a year when a field would be planted with a 
grass crop undersown with clover so that the combination of the nitrogen-fixing ability of the clover and the 
dunging of the land by the grazing livestock would return fertility to the soil.  This development of 5 and even 
6-year rotations allowed a far greater emphasis on arable crops for human consumption than had previously 
been possible and was the source of considerable wealth for the brothers. 

The problem that faced all farmers in the times before artificial fertilisers was how to maintain good soil fertility 
and the Culleys began to introduce the development of water meadows to their farms.  Water meadows are 
not at all the same as flood meadows.  The latter happen when rivers overflow and create large areas of standing 
water in the fields with, often, the arrival of large areas of rushes which do not provide good grazing.  Water 
meadows on the other hand are systems that rely on the use of moving water across the grass.  The principle is 
that available water courses are adapted, re-channelled and diverted to wash the land with nutrient rich silt. 

On sloping land a Catchwork System was used.  Holding ponds would be created at the top of a slope, fed by 
local water courses and often with sewage and waste water being added from the farm buildings.  This water 



was then directed down the slope in interconnected and often rather zig-zag channels allowing the water and 
silt to be washed across the fields with the water finally being drained away into a river at the bottom. 

Even on fairly level fields in the valley bottoms it is possible to 
engineer a Bedwork System, although achieving it is technically 
difficult and it is expensive to set up and maintain.  The rather 
poor definition diagram taken from the internet shows the 
bedwork system at Cerne Abbass in Dorset.  Water is diverted 
into a man-made carrier channel along the highest available 
level of the system.  The fields are landscaped into ridges and 
shallow channels and the water, controlled by a series of 
sluices, is allowed to flow along the tops of the ridges and then 

down into the shallow channels.  Finally it drains back down into the carrier channel and is returned to the river further 
downstream. 

In all cases the advantages over traditional grazing meadows were that the moving water fertilised the turf, protected it 
from frost, allowed much greater early season growth of grass, which could then support more sheep. 

In 1795 a man called Bailey, the Factor at Chillingham, shared authorship with George Culley of a book on the agricultural 
resources of Northumberland.  The book includes a whole section on ‘watering’, the term that was used for creating and 
operating water meadows, and it provides the documentary claim that Culley introduced the first water meadows in 
Northumberland at Fenton in 1767.  Fenton had a classic catchwork system while Wark on Tweed, another Culley farm, 
had a classic bedwork arrangement. 

Sadly the costs of maintaining these systems was so great that Northumberland water meadows lasted at most only about 
40 years before they were abandoned, leaving only the ‘humps and bumps’ as evidence that they were ever there.   

It is quite hard to find a convincing photograph of a water meadow in situ, but the one below gives an idea of a bedwork 
system in operation with its ridges and channels in late winter / early spring 

 

 



PLANT CORNER 

 
In February, during the very mild spell, I was in the woodland at Twizell immediately 
to the west of the A1 opposite Warenford.  Our particular aim was to look for some 
of the less usual snowdrops – particularly the yellow ones whose petals are still 
white but whose petal markings are yellow rather than green and which have yellow 
ovaries at the base of the flowers.  North Northumberland seems to be unique in 
having these yellow varieties growing naturally in the wild as opposed to having 
been deliberately introduced.  There were certainly plenty of them at Twizell this 
year, once you got your eye in amongst the common types. 
 
But I’ve written before about snowdrops and this month I want to concentrate on a 
different type of plant.  Twizell, in common with many farms and estates, lets its 
grounds to a pheasant shoot.  For those running shoots, a main concern is to provide areas of woodland that have shrubs 
to create good cover where the birds can hide and which break up the wind so the temperature is marginally warmer 
than in the open fields.  These shrubs are usually referred to as ‘game cover’. 
 

Quite a long way from any gardens we found a shrub that was new 
to most of us, growing in wettish ground near a small burn.  The 
lower, thicker stems had smallish spines and, in mid-February, there 
were no leaves on the arching stems.  However there were some 
flowers emerging of a startling colour that I think is best called 
cerise.  The photo was taken by Ros Charman and she acknowledges 
that the light conditions weren’t very good and the focus isn’t quite 
right, but it does show an open flower and one that is just emerging 
from its bud. 
 
This is Rubus spectabilis (Salmonberry).  It is native to the Pacific 
North West of the USA and Canada where its orange/red berries, 
with a structure like raspberries, are collected to make jams and 
preserves.  The species has been planted as a game cover shrub 
more often in Scotland than in England.  If you’ve been to the 
magnificent Dawyck Botanic Garden near Peebles and you look into 
the history of this large hillside area you discover that before it was 

taken over by the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh the whole site was being choked by rampant stands of salmonberry 
which had originally been planted for game cover but had then been neglected and uncontrolled.  Clearing this invasive 
mess must have been almost as much of a problem as trying to control the rhododendron at Cragside. 
 
But going back to the general topic of game cover shrubs, some landowners want, quite properly, to restrict themselves 
to native species, but there’s a bit of a limit to things that are both native 
and suitable for the purpose.  Buxus sempervirens (Box) with its small 
evergreen leaves gives good protection against the weather and predators.  
Unfortunately it is very slow-growing and, to be picky, isn’t actually native 
in northern Britain.  Some tree species, such as Acer campestre (Field 
Maple) and Coryllus avellana (Hazel) work well when they are young but 
then need regular coppicing.   
 
Then, still in the native category, there are the spiny shrubs such as Rubus 
fruticosus (Bramble) and Prunus spinosa (Blackthorn), but if you get too 
much of either the wood can quickly become a no-go area for humans.  One 
nice quotation I saw from a shoot manager was that, on being 
recommended to plant blackthorn, his small shoot “didn’t have enough 
funds to repair the beaters after they’d been ripped to shreds”.  Another 
possibility, which we found in the woodland round Kyloe Quarry in 2017 
(photo right), is Daphne laureola (Spurge-laurel), but this will only do well 
in heavy clay and other calcareous soils. 



 
So then one turns inevitably to the non-natives.  Symphoricarpos albus 
(Snowberry), with its startling white berries (right), is a non-spiny shrub that is 
often planted but it is quite light-demanding and so is better as a hedging species  
at the edge of a pheasant covert.  The same is true of Ligustrum vulgare (Wild 
Privet), and this has the significant disadvantage of being very poisonous.  
Children have died after eating the black berries (left below) and horses have also 
died after browsing privet hedges.  
 
Prunus laurocerasus (Cherry Laurel), with its large leathery leaves (right below), 
copes much better with shade and can grow deep in woodland, but the bushes 
can get very large and woody and take up a lot of space. 
 

 

 
 
I am well aware that many of our members may not be too well-disposed to the idea of raising pheasants and partridges 
just to go out and shoot them, but woodland that has been adapted to the needs of a shoot can allow you to find species 
that you won’t easily find elsewhere.  That’s always assuming that you don’t get on the wrong side of the local gamekeeper 
and, at best, get shouted at for being where you shouldn’t be. 
 

Richard 



INVERTEBRATE CORNER 

LANCELETS - the link between Invertebrates and Vertebrates: 

In searching for such a link, in the 1860s Ernst Haeckel (the ‘German Darwin’ - see portrait below) proposed a small, 
translucent fish-like animal as the most likely ancestor of all vertebrates. But, by the mid-1990s, based on comparative 
anatomy and embryological evidence, this idea had fallen out of favour. However, by 2004 and the advent of the new 
discipline of molecular genetics, this fish-like invertebrate has now re-emerged as the model organism underpinning 
vertebrate animals.  

                                     

The first representative member of the group was the species Branchiostoma lanceolatum, discovered by P.S. Pallas in 
1774, and also known by the common names ‘amphioxus’ and ‘lancelet’. These are bottom filter-feeding invertebrates 
found in shallow, subtidal sand flats where they lie partially buried extracting plankton through a mucous sheet stretched 
over their gill chamber. Food particles entering through the mouth stick to the mucous and are moved backwards into 
the rest of the digestive tract. Individuals exhibit a periodic ‘cough’reflex to clear their throats of debris. Adults range 
between 5 and 6 cm in length. 

                                                    

Evolutionary interest in the lancelet stems from it possessing a notochord, but not a true backbone (the latter is a 
characteristic of all vertebrates). The notochord and its associated fluid-filled spaces collectively act as a hydrostatic 
skeleton, providing a rigid frame against which the animal’s segmental muscles can expand and contract - in a sense acting 
as a ‘proto-backbone’. Lancelets have additional anatomical and physiological features that are at a less evolved stage 
than seen in vertebrates and also have fewer distinct tissue types and organs (see below left). Compare this to the drawing 
of one of the most early evolved vertebrates, the fish-like Haikouichthys, now extinct (see below right). 

              



                     

  

Vertebrates, such as Haikouichthys, originated about 525 million years ago during the Cambrian Explosion which saw a 
rapid increase in organism diversity. Haikouichthys and its kin had the basic vertebrate body plan, including a notochord, 
rudimentary vertebrae, and a well-defined head and tail. 

In terms of their modern-day statistics, world-wide there are only around 32 living species of lancelet. Included in these 
is the widespread European lancelet, Branchiostoma lanceolatum, found in U.K. waters. Its U.K. distribution tends to be 
southern, not much further north than Anglesey in the west and the southern North Sea in the east. Elsewhere, the 
construction of the Suez Canal has aided its expansion into the Indian Ocean and the coasts of East Africa. 

In Asia, lancelets are harvested commercially as food for humans as well as being fed to aquacultured animals. 

                      

 
Dudley Williams 

Newton on the Moor 



COLOUR-RINGED BIRDS 

Increasingly, research scientists are fitting colour rings to large birds in an attempt to increase knowledge about 
bird migration and movement. The success of this research depends on 'citizen science' – observers being able 
to see the rings, record the codes using binoculars, telescopes and photos, and report the results. It is still quite 
unusual to find a colour-ringed bird, but quite exciting and fascinating to then try to track down its provenance 
on the internet, report the data and find out more about the bird's history. Two recent examples illustrate this 
process. 

On 17 July 2018, an adult Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus, with a white colour-ring, was seen on the 
beach at Newbiggin-by-the-Sea. A digiscoped photo recorded the black code on the ring as 338N  (Photo 1). An 
internet search yielded an email address to which the details were submitted and a summary of the life history 
of 338N was sent back to the observer. This gull was first fitted with a metal ring as a pullus on 12 June 2014 at 
the Total oil refinery in Antwerp, Belgium. It was then re-trapped on 21 May 2018 at the same location and the 
colour ring fitted. Two months later, aged 4, it was on Newbiggin beach. 

On 27 December 2018, turkey scraps on a Felton lawn enticed Starlings, Jackdaws, a few Rooks and a single, 
colour-ringed Common Gull Larus canus. Photographed from the kitchen window, the white ring showed the 
black code J059  (Photo 2). Again, an internet search was employed which suggested that this bird had been 
ringed by the Lista Ringing Group in Vanse, on the south coast of Norway. Details were submitted and a list of 
the ringing data for the gull was supplied by the group. This showed that the bird was first ringed on 2 July 2004 
near Kristiansand, southern Norway. The gull was then seen on 6 May 2011 at the same location, 9 April 2012 
near Farsund, southern Norway and finally, aged 18, on 27 December 2018 in a Felton garden! This gull has 
since been regularly seen patrolling the pasture field behind the house with occasional forays into the garden 
to feed on scraps. It was last seen on 3 March 2019.  

This all goes to show that the strong environmental ties to our European neighbours will continue, whatever 
political upheavals occur! 

Andrew Keeble 

Felton 



 



would like this month to focus on two – one for its appearance and the other for its song.

strong white stripe above the eye, stretching across the forehead. As is typical in the avian world, the female’s 

wings.

When perched, as they frequently do on rocks and fences, Wheatears have a very upright military stance, but 

The second bird to signify the changing seasons, but through its song rather than looks is of course much more 
familiar to the general public, the Skylark.

In appearance it is far from handsome being no more than slightly bigger than a House Sparrow, plump and 
streaky brown. Its only notable physical feature is its ability to raise and depress its crest, according to mood. 

Mick McMahon



THE ADDER - VIPERA BERUS 

 

 
 

Adders hibernate from October to early Spring so it was a real thrill to see several adders basking in the warm 
winter sunshine at the end of our morning identifying twigs at Branton. They have the ability to take advantage 
of warmer sunny days and then go back to sleep when the temperature drops again. 

The male adders emerge from hibernation in March followed by the females approximately four weeks later. 
Soon after emerging the adder dance begins. It was thought to be a courtship display between males and 
females but is actually males defending their territories. They rise from the ground, swaying and pushing against 
each other and chase one another over a wide area until one gives up, exhausted. 

Male adders are 16-22 inches in length and the females slightly larger, 20-27 inches. Both have dark brown / 
black V shaped markings along the length of the body but the males have a pale coloured background and the 
females, a duller brown. Fully grown adders shed their skins once a year after hibernation but young adders 
shed their skin 3 or 4 times during the year. 

When the female adders emerge in April, they leave trails of scent to encourage the males to track them. After 
coupling the male guards her for a few days and then goes his own way. 

Adders are ovoviviparous, meaning that the young grow inside a sac nourished by a yolk. As soon as the sac is 
ejected, the baby adders numbering from 3 to 20 break it open and emerge. The gestation period having been 
3 to 4 months. They are approximately 7 inches long and often brick red in colour. They have to fend for 
themselves and often go straight into hibernation without eating first. The following spring despite their size, 
they are able to eat lizards, baby birds, frogs and spiders. Adult adders generally feed on small mammals such 
as voles and mice and the eggs and chicks of ground nesting birds. They hold their victims tight and inject a 
lethal dose of venom from the sharp hollow fangs on their upper jaws. Their jaws move independently to enable 
the snake to feed on larger prey and with the help of flexible ribs and strong stomach fluid, rapid digestion takes 
place. When the snake has had a good meal, it may not feed again for several weeks. 



Adders are poikilothermic or cold blooded so they need warmth to heat themselves up before becoming active. 
That is why they are often seen basking in the sunshine warming their bodies. 

Vivien Boulton 

 
 
 
MISTLETOE 
 

In the February Newsletter Vivien had an article about Mistletoe Viscum album based on a successful attempt 
to grow this semi-parasitic plant on an apple tree in her garden in Newton-on-the-Moor.  Following my added 
comments in that article about the very small number of recorded instances of Mistletoe in Durham and 
Northumberland she reported another location in Felton Park. 

 

The two photos (courtesy of 
Vivien and by kind permission 
of the owner of the property 
on whose land this grows) 
show the splendid female 
plant plus confirmation that 
this specimen has begun to 
self-seed on the same host 
plant.  There are in fact quite a 
number of seedlings 
spreading in the tree.  So, 
another record for the north 
of our county and, 
importantly, although the 
main plant would have to go in 
the records as “Planted”, the 
self-sown offspring will be 
recordable in their own right. 

 
Richard Poppleton 

 
 

 



PHOTOGRAPHING TREES 

As indicated in the February Newsletter, I asked Roger Black for some advice on taking good quality tree portraits.  Roger 
has been a member of AWG for many years and is also a long-term member of Alnwick Camera Club.  He raised my query 
at a recent Camera Club meeting and as a result we got a response from John Thomson, with some excellent images of 
his own which he is happy for us to reproduce here, plus some brief comments from Jane Coltman, the chief photographer 
for the Northumberland Gazette.  We are very grateful to both of them for responding to my plea for help 
 
First, John Thomson’s suggestions: 

 

Then Jane Coltman’s thoughts: 
 

Hugh, one of the Howick Garden volunteers, said that this was a good time to photograph trees whilst they have no leaves 
and to go back when they are in full leaf. 
 

Finally, John’s images.  It seems to me that as well as taking note of the comments above, one of the things that makes 
the tree really stand out well is the background.  If you can get the image against a good sky, then the whole effect can 
be quite dramatic.  There is also a very evident advantage in several of the portraits, that colour is not necessarily 
advantageous.  The stark black and white of winter trees against a cloudy sky can be very effective.  The final image on 
the next page is a bit different.  At first it looks like a large tree in snow, but then you realise the tree is in full leaf and the 
photograph has been taken with an infrared filter. 

 

       

  

The suggestions for people using non-specialist cameras (i.e. most of us!) are: 
    1 hold the camera so that it is vertical and parallel to the vertical plane of the tree; 
    2 move as far back as required to fill the frame without tilting out of the vertical plane; 
    3 have the sun behind or at right angles to the direction of shot; 
    4 bright overcast conditions may be better than full sun to avoid glare/loss of detail in leaves; 
    5 press the button. 

 I suggest using a wide aperture in order to reduce depth of field thus helping to isolate the tree from 
background and foreground.  

 Also to use a slightly longer focal length to help with the perspective. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

I should say, finally, that no-one should be put off from sending in photos and field notes about good trees in North 
Northumberland just because they don’t think their photos are very good.  My photos aren’t very good, but I still put 
them in the newsletters! 

 

Richard 



WINTER TWIGS WALK 

 
Having carefully chosen the warmest Saturday morning of the year so far, and dry to boot, a group of twelve of us arrived 
at Branton Ponds on 23rd February seeking advanced skills training in identifying trees and shrubs from their winter twigs.  
What we actually got was a pleasant wander round the ponds and a fair amount of lack of clarity on the identification 
front. 
 
On reflection Richard’s choice of Branton may have been convenient but was probably unwise because of the number of 
unusual species that had been deliberately planted here in the 1990s.  For example the young oaks are probably all from 
hybrid stock of uncertain provenance and so almost impossible to pin down to species level.  We might have been better 
going to a woodland like Cawledge Dene where the trees may indeed have been planted, but are more likely to be ‘normal’ 
species of British woodland. 
 
Nevertheless, armed with keys adapted from the Field Studies Council Winter Twigs Guide, we did emerge with some 
useful bits of information, amongst them the following: 
 

 You need to look for all possible clues to make sensible identifications – dead leaves, bark, last year’s fruits etc. 
and not just at the winter twigs. 

 We confirmed that everyone seemed happy with Ash 
 We noted that English (Pedunculate) Oak has terminal bud clusters that are ‘dumpy’ and non-hairy, while Sessile 

Oak has more pointed buds that are hairy.  Our specimens were probably all hybrid, so we found it hard to 
convince ourselves that any of the trees were pure English Oak. 

 We established that Willows (Salix spp.) have small buds that are adpressed (pressed closely) to the twigs and 
they have only a single bud scale that can make them look as though they have no bud scales at all. 

 We saw two young Alders by the car park that seemed to have ‘cones’ that were longer than in the native Common 
Alder, so they were probably either Italian or Grey Alder, but we didn’t investigate further. 

 We noted that Sycamore and Field Maple (in fact all Maples Acer spp.) have opposite buds but many of the buds 
you see are on short pairs of twig spurs rather than growing direct from the sides of the main twigs. 

 We saw that Hawthorn has sharp spines each of which is a single modified leaf (left), Blackthorn has spines that 
are the sharp ends of short side shoots which themselves have several lateral buds along their length (right). 
 

        
 
So altogether, although there was lack of certainty about some of the trees and shrubs we looked at, it is possible that 
everyone came away with one or two extra bits of knowledge that they didn’t have before.  Richard was grateful for Alan 
Fairclough’s presence because Alan knows more about many of the woody plants than Richard does.  And the wildfowl 
on the ponds were nice! 
 
A final bonus was that Keith Davison had temporarily joined us to say that there were Adders out basking at the bottom 
of the roadside hedge.  We found one good adult and Vivien Boulton got a quality photograph (see her separate article in 
this newsletter). 
 
RP 





NATURE NEWS FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

We have entered a period of cyclonic weather patterns that is more a kin to the early March.  Despite a cooling 
in the temperature some plants such as Dog’s mercury and Lesser celandine have started to flower.  In the 
hedgerows and scrub, Blackthorn is also starting to flower.  This has attracted welcome visitors such as Buff and 
White-tailed bumblebees as well as Bullfinches that are busy striping the succulent flower and leaf buds.  Both 
Common frogs and Toads are on the move especially when evening are wet.   

The volume of bird song in the mornings has increased.  It is interesting to note that on cold evenings there is 
very little song from male Song thrushes but on mild evenings numbers can treble.  One study has shown that 
different male Song thrushes sing at different times of day.  Some will sing only when it is dark.  With this in 
mind it is very difficult to work out Song thrush territories from just marking their territories unless you are 
prepared for a 24 vigil!  On an evening’s walk around Branton Ponds, numbers of singing Song thrushes have 
varied from 3 males on a cool evening to at least 8 males on warmer evenings.  During the day you may never 
see a song thrush on your walk! 

A Common crane remained on the Tweed between Cornhill and Wark, along with a Great white egret.  This or 
another was seen in the Ad Gefrin area on the 7th March.   

Places to visit:  Borough & Scotch Gill Woods, Morpeth. 

Some may know this little reserve as Abbey Meadows or Abbey Woods.  It is a small reserve on the western 
side of Morpeth.  The reserve is close to the River Wansbeck and is dominated by ancient woodland.  Parking is 
at NZ1849 8582 (on the minor road off the road between Morpeth and Mitford) or close to Highford Bridge.     
Small grass pastures are surrounded by large out-grown hedges that are dominated by Hornbeam.  In the winter 
of 2017 / 18, these hedges had a confiding flock of Hawfinches.  Flocks of Goldfinches, Chaffinches, Trees 
sparrows and Yellowhammers can be found. 

The footpaths go close to the River 
Wansbeck.  If you want to get your feet 
wet, then it is worth looking for Freshwater 
White-clawed crayfish.  The Wansbeck 
catchment has one of the last intact 
populations of these ‘mini’ lobster.  In 
warm conditions and a bit of patience, the 
crayfish can be watched moving between 
the pebbles and rocks on the bed of the 
river.  This is also a good place to see 
Kingfisher, Grey wagtail, Common 
sandpiper (spring and summer) and 
Dippers. 

There are a number of circular walks within 
the woodland.  Under-foot conditions can 

be slippy and there are some steep sections within the paths.  The ground-flora is typical of ancient semi-natural 
woodland with Bluebell, Dog’s mercury, Woodruff and Primrose to name a few.  The bird-life is not that unusual 
but it is a site where both Marsh and Willow tit can be seen.  Chiffchaffs, Willow warblers and Redstarts can be 
seen and heard in spring, with the possibility of lesser whitethroat on the fringes of the woodland. 

This is a lovely short walk that can be rewarding for wildlife if patience is taken. 

Happy searching.  

Jack Daw 



Red-throated Diver 1 at Howick on 10th 
Slavonian Grebe 6 at Stag Rocks on 28th 
Great-crested Grebe 1 at Widdrington Moor Lake on 24th 1 at Branton Ponds on 26th 

1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 15th 4 at Howick Pool on 24th 
Fulmar 50 at Howick on 13th 
Grey Heron 8 at Howick Pool on 24th 

1 over Branton on 2nd 1 at Branton Ponds on 20th 1 at Holy Island 
Causeway on 17th 

Great-white Egret 1 on Northumberland side of River Tweed near Coldstream on 21st 
Swan sp
Whooper Swan 27 over Branton on 26th 60 at Craster on 28th 
Pink-footed Goose 2000 at Doddington on 17th 80 over Alnwick on 12th and 100 on 22nd 
Greylag Goose 200 at Budle Bay on 12th 
White-fronted Goose 1 at Low Newton on 15th 
Brent Goose 2000 at Holy Island on 17th 
Gadwall 11 at Hedgeley Lakes on 17th  
Goldeneye 10 at Howick on 10th 7 at Branton Ponds on 16th and 10 on 21st 1 at 

Monks House Pool on 21st 
Pintail 1 at Branton Ponds on 3rd and again on 19th 
Shoveler 4 at Monks House Pool on 21st 
Shelduck 2 at Branton Ponds on 13th with 4 on 15th 
Pochard 5 at Branton Ponds on 14th (4m and 1f )
Wigeon 103 at Branton Ponds on 16th 
Green-winged Teal 1 at Druridge Pools on 28th 
Scaup 1 at Widdrington Moor Lake on 24th 2 at Cresswell Pond on 28th 
Long-tailed Duck 1 at Stag Rocks on 28th 
Common Scoter
Goosander 1 at Branton Ponds on 25th 1 on River Aln on 5th 
Smew 1 at Widdrington Moor Lake on 24th 
Sparrowhawk 1 over Alnwick on 21st 

Merlin 1 at Fenham Mill on 17th 1 at Holy Island on 27th 1 at Stamford on 7th 
Peregrine 1 at Craster on 3rd 1 at Branton on 25th 1 at Cragmill on 7th 1 at 

Red Grouse
Grey Partridge 13 at Ratcheugh on 26th 
Common Crane 1 on Northumberland side of River Tweed near Coldstream on 21st and at 

Cornhill on 26th 
Water Rail 1 at Howick on 2nd 
Woodcock 1 at Branton on 2nd 1 at Beanley Woods on 13th 1 at Hannah’s Hill on 1st 

on 19th 1 at Craster on 17th 
Avocet 5 at Cresswell Pond on 28th 

13 at Howick on 13th 55 at Branton Ponds on 16th 
Lapwing
Ringed Plover 2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 15th and 17th 
Golden Plover 200 at Howick on 3rd 

1 at Newton Scrape on 7th and again on 15th 
Curlew 166+ at Howick on 3rd and 108 on 10th 
Whimbrel 1 at Monks House Pool on 28th 



Purple Sandpiper 20 at Craster on 5th 
Green Sandpiper 2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 15th and 3 on 17th 
Mediterranean Gull 1 at Amble Harbour on 4th 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 1 at Branton Ponds on 19th 
Stock Dove 2 at Howick on 3rd 

1 at Craster on 3rd 1 at Branton Ponds all month, 1 at Broome Park on 
12th 2 near Craster on 10th 1 at Branton on 25th 1 at Glanton on 18th 1 at 
Whitehouse Farm on 3rd 1 at Ratcheugh on 26th 1 at Rothill on 27th 1 at 
Harehope Hillend all month, 1 at Lee Moor Farm on 28th 1 at Craster on 
2nd and 24th 1 at Low Newton on 3rd 1 at Stamford on 13th  1 at Lesbury 
on 4th ,5th and 23rd 

Green Woodpecker
Meadow Pipit 15 at Craster on 3rd 20+ at Howick on 3rd 
Skylark 27 at Howick on 3rd 7+ near Branton on 16th several on Holy Island on 

22nd  
Shorelark 2 at Long Nanny on 14th 
Grey Wagtail 1 at Hedgeley on 19th a pair on River Aln on 25th 1 at Felton Bridge on 6th 
Dipper 4 in Carey Burn on 15th 
Stonechat
Fieldfare 15 at Howick on 2nd 150 at Whitehouse Farm on 2nd 
Redwing 40 at Howick on 2nd and 44+ on 3rd 3 at Branton Ponds on 16th 
Long-tailed Tit 10 at Howick Pool on 24th 
Willow Tit 1 between Branton and Hedgeley all month 5 at Craster on 3rd 1 at 

Branton Ponds on 15th 1 at Seaton Point on 11th 
Marsh Tit 1 at Felton Park on 22nd  
Treecreeper
Nuthatch 4+ at Howick on 10th 
Jay 1 at Beanley Woods on 13th 3+ at Howick on 10th 
Raven 1 over Branton Ponds on 13th 1 over Fawdon on 16th 2 at Dunstanburgh 

on 14th and 26th 
Lesser Redpoll 40 at Harehope Hillend on 2nd 1 at Lemmington Hall on 10th 
Siskin 15 at Lemmington Hall on 24th 

8 in Alnwick on 25th 

6+ at Howick on 10th 6 at Kyloe Woods on 19th 
House Sparrow 30 at Howick on 10th 
Tree Sparrow 41+ at Howick on 2nd   38 at Howick on 10th 2 in Alnwick on 5th 
Common Crossbill 8+ at Craster on 3rd  7+ at Craster on 10th 40 at Kyloe Woods on 19th 
Linnet 15+ at Howick on 3rd 

20 on Holy Island on 10th and 15 on 13th 
5 at Howick on 3rd 7 at Titlington Mount on 24th  

Small Tortoiseshell
Felton on 26th 

Red Admiral 1 at Fenham Mill on 17th 1 at Branton on 26th 1 in Kyloe Woods on 26th 
March Moth 1 at Branton on 28th 
Ruby Tiger 1 caterpillar at Branton Ponds on 16th 
Early Moth 1 at Branton on 3rd 

1 at Branton on 14th 



White-tailed Bumblebee 1 at Wooler on 25th 
2 at Branton on 24th 

Early Bumblebee 1 at Branton on 24th 
Bumblebee sp

1 at Howick on 13th 
Mouse Spider 1 at Branton on 21st 
Lace-weaver Spider 1 in Branton on 21st 
7 Spot Ladybird 1 at Branton on 12th 
FUNGI
Scarlet Elf Cup Small group near Hedgeley on 10th 
MAMMALS
Grey Squirrel 2 in Beanley Woods on 10th 
Red Squirrel 1 at Branton Ponds on 12th 
Stoat 1 in ermine at Harehope Hillend on 24th 
Brown Hare 3 at Titlington Mount on 24th 
Roe Deer 4 at Branton Ponds on 12th 3 at Harpers Heugh all month 6 at Hampeth on 

19th 
Pipistrelle Bat 1 at Skirl Naked during month

4 at Craster on 16th 
Porpoise 1 at Howick on 10th 1 at Craster on 24th 

Adder 1 at Branton on 11th and 5 by 17th 
AMPHIBIANS
Common Toad 1 at Branton on 13th 1 at Howick on 21st 
Common Frog 2 at Bamburgh on 24th 

Cherry Plum 
Celandine At Felton Park on 22nd 
Coltsfoot At Branton Ponds on 23rd 

35mm
G&R Bell, J&E Clark, I&K Davison, G Dodds, M&J Drage,
P&A Hanmer, P Jobson, A Keeble, M McMahon, S Reay,


