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 May is the month when the majority of birds nest and we have been very busy Nest Recording and 
ringing Blue Tits, Great Tits and Tree Sparrows that nest in boxes.  The Breamish Caravan Site is one of my sites 

brood of 10 pulli were ringed on the 29th.  Similarly a new Great Tit was ringed on the 9th and her 7 pulli on the 

the recently arrived ‘Tree Bumblebee’ (Bombus hypnorum) as being at all welcome – it’s a problem insect!  The 

had taken over a box with a larger than average hole designed for redstarts – which the pair had decided needed 
improving by plastering mud around the edge of the ‘opening’ lid and the entrance hole to make it rather more 

got their feet wet catching and ringing Common Sandpipers and Dipper.

boxes for several years.  However, this year (just as some of the boxes are looking a bit shabby!) more boxes have 
been used by both Great Tits and Blue Tits.

were found.  Six have been successful, two more are pending and two have failed.  The two failures seem to have 

normal in this part of Northumberland most broods have been small with only one ringed with 3 pulli so far (see 

pulli owlets being found so far it looks like a slow year – but with occupancy up on 2018 (it could hardly have 

9 years old (and currently with 5 eggs to incubate) she does not seem to mind!  Finally another female, also with 

(north of Wooler) in 2014.

Phil Hanmer ‘A’ Ringer/Trainer; Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum).  





The last talk before September, was given by Nick Johnson. He is head of a 3 year Project funded by the Heritage 

Year 1 of the project has just been completed and this has involved training well over 50 volunteers in tree 

The Plan is to record at least 200 of the most notable trees in Newcastle, North Tyneside and Northumberland 
with  a view to emphasising both the environmental and social value of such trees.

trees being “adopted” by pupils.

the vigour of juvenile trees to the survival techniques deployed by the ancient.

He emphasised how the management techniques imposed on trees has a large bearing upon their longevity, 
pollarding for example, greatly aiding the extension of a tree’s life.

the well-entertained audience. Nick’s commitment to trees shone through his every word – a very valuable 



PLANT CORNER 

Good quality broadleaved woodland is not too common in our area, so when the opportunity came in mid-May 
to have a detailed look at one of these habitats near Rothbury it was too good to miss.  Strictly speaking it was 
the wrong side of the Coquet to be in North Northumberland, but that’s only relevant from the point of view of 
the botanical recorders.  The added bonus of this wood – which has no public access – is that despite being in 
the lee of the acid moorland of the Simonside Hills, the soil is definitely not acidic and the plant community is 
therefore very interesting. 

 
Soon after we entered the wood, and once we’d got over the 
visual spectacle of the mass of Bluebells, we found ourselves 
standing in a whole area of Herb Paris Paris quadrifolia.  This 
species is really not very common in Northumberland and to 
see so much of it was an excellent start to the day.  It is the 
wild representative of the family of plants that includes the 
Trillium species often grown in woodland gardens, but it 
differs in that, as its name suggests, it has a whorl of usually 
four leaves at the top of the stem with the flower stalk 
emerging from the middle.  We did actually find a few plants 
with three leaves and a few with five, so we decided that we’d 
probably found two species ‘new to science’ – Paris trifolia 
and Paris quinquefolia.  Or not! 
 
In the same area there were some young plants of Stone 
Bramble Rubus saxatilis, a bramble which is more often 
associated with small areas of basic soils in the Cheviots, 
rather than in a fairly lowland wood.  The photos I’ve used 
(below) are one I took the other day, but I’ve included one 

from the Internet because once in fruit the colour and structure immediately give a clue to the fact that it’s 
something different from an ‘ordinary’ bramble. 
 
 

       
 
Later in the day we found ourselves in a rather boggy area of woodland floor which had some Early Purple 
Orchid Orchis mascula flower spikes which added some lovely splashes of purple to the otherwise mostly green 
and white palette of the vegetation.  One good characteristic of this species is the long sturdy petal spur which 
can be seen in the close-up photo of a flower from this same plant.  Nearby, adding yet another colour to the 



landscape, were clumps of the bright yellow Globeflower Trollius europaeus.  This large member of the 
Buttercup family is another species you don’t see every day and these plants were really strong and coming into 
good flower. 
 

 
 
Elsewhere in the wet area were the two related species that we also found growing together at the Middleton 
North survey site (see article in this newsletter).  When you see Common Valerian Valeriana officinalis (next 
page left) in flower in damp roadside verges it is quite a tall plant which stands out from neighbouring Cow 
Parsley (which is in quite a different family) because its flower clusters are a delicate shade of pink.   
 
Its cousin, Marsh Valerian Valeriana dioica (next page right) is smaller and flowers earlier.  In fact often you only 
get to see it in marshes when it has already gone to seed.  On this occasion one or two plants of the Marsh 
species were in flower, but for the most part one needed to find the leaves of both plants to see which were 
which.  This was a good example of detailed checking with the field guides to be sure we knew the critical 
differences. 
 



 
 
Then I’ve left the best to last.  One sharp-eyed member of the group spotted an unassuming brown thing among 
the ground flora.  It would have been easy to overlook it or to dismiss it as something dead left over from last 
year, but close inspection showed it to be a very healthy plant called Bird’s-nest Orchid Neottia nidus-avis.  
Lacking any chlorophyll this plant cannot photosynthesise, but it is not a parasite.  Instead it lives as a saprophyte 
in the leaf-litter of the woodland floor, secreting enzymes to digest the dead plant material in much the same 
way as many larger fungi do.  We later found two or three more of last-year’s dead flower spikes from the same 
species, but the good thing about the first one we spotted was that these were freshly grown flower spikes. 
 
  

 
      

Richard 



STEWCHAT. 

This month I am keeping my section in the AWG Newsletter around a single species. 

Last year, I got a new book called ‘Britain’s Spiders A field guide’ by Bee, Oxford and Smith, published by Wild 
Guides. It is an excellent, modern up to date, photographic guide to the Arachnids in the UK. We have 600 
species here, many of which can’t really be identified without a microscope, but at least they can be placed in 
families or genera if you get a good view. This is a group of creatures that has largely passed me by over the 
years, but after getting the book and seeing Shaun Hackett’s talk at one of our monthly meetings, I’m now well 
and truly hooked. 

In the field guide, one species in particular demanded attention. In the UK it has the English name, Grey Wolf 
Spider or in the USA / Canada, Northern Bear Spider. It should really be known by its latin name – Arctosa 
cinerea to avoid confusion.   

‘Cinerea, is one of our larger spiders with a body length of up to 17mm in females at 14mm in males, according 
to the book, and is a specialist of shingle beds along fast flowing rivers, living in burrows under stones. The 
distribution nationally, shows a scarce creature that is limited mainly by its choice of habitat. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A look at the map above from the UK Spider Recording Scheme, shows that is has only been recorded once in 
Northumberland in recent years, though I have heard, anecdotally, of one or two other recent sightings. 

It was this rarity and its northern, evocative names that made me want to look for it in our area. After all, we 
have a lot of fast flowing gravelly streams in the Cheviots. 

Back up to date, a couple of weeks ago I was prompted by Ian Davison who told me he had seen a ‘cinerea near 
his home in Branton on the river Breamish.  

Last Sunday seemed not too bad weather wise, but was still too cold for butterflies, so myself and John Rutter 
set out on a spidering expedition. There was some trepidation, as I had read one account from Wales that said 

 

Figure 1: Arctosa cinerea UK distribution map. 



‘Arctosa cinerea is seldom seen due to its habit of living under stones and in burrows. After looking under what 
must have been a thousand rocks there was still no sign of our target’. 

We reached our spot on the river and started to walk along the dry stoney flood area. It was decked out with 
colourful flowers of Foxglove, Crosswort, Mimulus and Forget me Not. The thing is, there were millions of stones 
all apparently the same, so, where to start? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 and 3: River bed shingle habitat 



Well, you have to start somewhere so I walked out and started to carefully lift hand sized loose stones  ensuring 
they were placed back as they were found. After turning only a few over I couldn’t believe my eyes, there curled 
up like a dead leaf, was our goal, the grey, furry, tarantula like Arctosa cinerea! Well not quite as big as a 
tarantula but its thick fur legged appearance was reminiscent of one.   We were over the moon. I expected it to 
run off like a sprinter as some house spiders do, but no, it was quite relaxed. It even spread out nicely to show 
the annulations ( hoops) on its legs. After some photos were taken the stone was placed back over to let him 
rest peacefully. 

As we continued over no more than a hundred metres of gravel, we found another 7 cinerea, and even two 
under one stone. One was surrounded by parts of its insect prey, looking for all the world like a much larger 
predator. There were black beetle carapaces, hard flat legs of what looked like a bumblebee or maybe dor 
beetle and other parts. 

As I write this the rain is teaming down and I wondered how they would fare when the river flooded. Apparently 
they are unaffected and can live in a silken cocoon down a burrow all winter under water with no ill effects. 

That was one of my target species this year easily located, now I’m not sure what to go for next…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Arctosa cinerea, the Grey Wolf Spider. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewart Sexton, Howick. 

 

Figure 4: There are insect parts around the burrow in this shot. 

 



MIDDLETON NORTH SURVEY VISIT 18TH MAY 2019 

 
What an excellent week of weather we had, starting on 13th May.  Excellent, that is, until the Saturday of our 
survey visit when there was even more rain that had been forecast.  But despite the rain, nine of us braved the 
wet and also the peletons of road-racing cyclists to gather at Middleton Village for a 10.30 start.  We then moved 
our five cars up to park in Charlie Bennet’s land beside the old Wannie railway line. 
 
The section of the Wannie Line that is normally accessible to the public in this area is the part north of the 
National Trust office at Scots Gap.  The section at Middleton is not a public right of way, so for other members 
of AWG we do have to be clear that this is not somewhere you can wander without specific permission. 
 

It was still raining steadily when we set out, but we were still 
well into recording mode.  A particular feature of the area 
where we’d parked were big stands of Comfrey.  Most was 
Russian Comfrey Symphytum x uplandicum (left), but a check 
later on showed that there were also some clumps of 
Tuberous Comfrey S. tuberosum.  The sides of old railway 
lines are often botanically interesting, not least because the 
ballast used to create the track bed is often very different 
from the surrounding soils.  At Middleton, although there 
was a good range of species, there were very few of the 
railway line specialists such as some of those we’ve found in 
the past along the Aln Valley Railway section east of Alnwick. 

 
We added steadily to an increasing species list as we moved along, 
trying to remember to look up as well as down so we didn’t miss trees 
and shrubs.  There were some 
attractive patches of Sweet 
Woodruff Galium odoratum (left) 
in the more tree-sheltered areas 
and we stopped to look at some 
Thale Cress Arabidopsis thaliana 
(right).  This plant is interesting in 
that it is the botanical equivalent 
of the fruit fly, Drosophila, for 
zoological geneticists.  Thale cress 

has a very small number of chromosomes and, as an ephemeral, it gets 
through its life cycle in only a few weeks, so if you are doing genetic research 
it is an ideal subject plant to use in the laboratory.  Superficially it looks a bit 
like rather spindly specimens of Shepherd’s Purse, but when you look at the 
fruits they are long and thin unlike the heart-shaped ‘purses’ of Capsella 
bursa-pastoris. 
 
By the time we plunged off the railway line and into an area of wet woodland it had stopped raining.  This 
habitat gave a very different range of species and we particularly noted the early leaves of the large Water Dock 
Rumex hydrolapathum and by the stream several specimens of Marsh Hawsksbeard Crepis paludosa (photos at 
top of next page).  At one point there were both Common and Marsh Valerian Valeriana officinalis and V. dioica 
growing together (photos of these are in the Plant Corner article in this newsletter).  Very few of these plants 
were yet in flower, so most of our identifications were based just on foliage. 
 



species, mostly of invertebrates.  In an area of Pignut we might have 
hoped to see the Chimney Sweeper Odezia atrata moths which have this as their food plant, but probably 
because of the rain none were on the wing.  I should also mention that Jim Clark had come with an invaluable 
ice-cream carton that we were able to use for specimens of plants that needed later examination – much better 
than poly bags in which delicate pieces of plants tend to get squashed. 
 

We returned to the cars for some lunch and then went the other 
way down the railway line, stopping briefly for a diversion into a 
small quarry which was botanically rather disappointing.  Before we 
reached the quarry some of us, including me, walked right past some 
Pink Purslane Claytonia sibirica beside the railway.  It probably 
arrived here as a garden escape but has spread into quite a sizeable 
patch.  This is the immediate relative of the Springbeauty C. 
perfoliata plants that we found at Alnmouth earlier in May. 
 
A tromp down the field to the River Wansbeck was accompanied by 
a renewed bout of rain and although we added some additional 
species there was nothing particularly notable.  So we returned to 
the cars and congratulated ourselves on a good recoding day with a 
list of 141 species.  Bearing in mind that it was still quite early in the 
season and plenty of species were not yet in flower, or in some cases 
really not yet in sufficient leaf to be identifiable, we felt that was a 
very good total.  I’m most grateful to George, Ian, Jan, Janet, Jim, 
June, Michael and a new member, Sarah, for turning out on a day of 
dodgy weather.  What I hope will have been interesting for people 

was the experience of having, not a wild-flower walk, but a detailed recording walk and that perhaps a few new 
details of plants will stick in the memory. 
 
The plant species list is below, followed by George’s lists of birds and other things.  If you check the Walks 
schedule elsewhere in this newsletter you will see that on 22nd June there is a second visit, this time starting at 
9.00am and concentrating on birds rather than plants, plus a moth night scheduled for Saturday/Sunday 3rd / 
4th August. 
 

Richard 
 
   



     
MIDDLETON NORTH Species List  May 2019 

  
    
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore Lamium purpureum Dead-nettle, Red 
Achillea millefolium Yarrow Larix decidua x kaempferi Larch, Hybrid 
Aconitum napellus Monk's-hood Lathyrus pratensis Vetchling, Meadow 
Aegopodium podograria Ground-elder Ligustrum ovalifolium Privet, Garden 
Ajuga reptans Bugle Lolium perenne Rye-grass, Perennial 
Alchemilla mollis Lady's-mantle Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle 
Alliaria petiolata Mustard, Garlic Lotus corniculatus Bird's-foot-Trefoil, Common 
Alopecurus pratensis Foxtail, Meadow Luzula campestris Wood-rush, Field 
Angelica sylvestris Angelica, Wild Malus sylvestris Apple, Crab 
Anisantha sterilis Brome, Barren Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed 
Anthoxanthum odoratum Grass, Sweet-vernal Mecanopsis cambrica Poppy, Welsh 
Anthriscus sylvestris Parsley, Cow Mentha aquatica Mint, Water 
Arabidopsis thaliana Cress, Thale Mercurialis perennis Mercury, Dog's 
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort Myosotis arvensis Forget-me-not, Field 
Asplenium scolopendrium Fern, Hart's-tongue Narcissus poeticus Daffodil, Pheasant's-eye 
Barbarea vulgaris Winter-cress Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel 
Bellis perennis Daisy Phalaris arundinacea Canary-grass, Reed 
Betula pendula Birch, Silver Pinus sylvestris Pine, Scots 
Betula pubescens Birch, Downy Plantago lanceolata Plantain, Ribwort 
Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold Plantago major major Plantain, Greater 
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse Poa annua Meadow-grass, Annual 
Cardamine hirsuta Bitter-cress, Hairy Poa pratensis Meadow-grass, Smooth 
Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower Poa trivialis Meadow-grass, Rough 
Carex acutiformis Sedge, Lesser Pond- Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass 
Carex sylvatica Sedge, Wood Populus tremula Aspen 
Centaurea nigra Knapweed Potentilla anserina Silverweed 
Centaurea scabiosa Knapweed, Greater Potentilla erecta Tormentil 
Cerastium fontanum Mouse-ear, Common Potentilla reptans Cinquefoil, Creeping 
Chamerion angustifolium Willowherb, Rosebay Poterium sanguisorba Burnet, Salad 
Cirsium arvense Thistle, Creeping Primula veris Cowslip 
Cirsium palustre Thistle, Marsh Prunus padus Cherry, Bird 
Cirsium vulgare Thistle, Spear Ranunculus acris Buttercup, Meadow 
Claytonia sibirica Pink Purslane Ranunculus auricomus Buttercup, Goldilocks 
Conopodium majus Pignut Ranunculus bulbosus Buttercup, Bulbous 
Corylus avellana Hazel Ranunculus repens Buttercup, Creeping 
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry 
Crepis paludosa Hawk's-beard, Marsh Rubus fruticosus Bramble, Blackberry 
Cruciata laevipes Crosswort Rubus idaeus Raspberry 
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail Rumex acetosa Sorrel, Common 
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot Rumex hydrolapathum Dock, Water 
Deschampsia cespitosa Hair-grass, Tufted Rumex obtusifolius Dock, Broad-leaved 
Dipsacus fullonum Teasel Salix caprea Willow, Goat 
Dryopteris borreri Fern, Borrer's Scaly Male- Salix cinerea ssp oleifolia Willow, Grey 
Dryopteris dilitata Fern, Broad Buckler- Sambucus nigra Elder 
Dryopteris filix-mas Fern, Male- Sanicula europaea Sanicle 
Epilobium palustre Willowherb, Marsh Senecio vulgaris Groundsel 
Equisetum arvense Horsetail, Field Silene dioica Campion, Red 
Equisetum palustre Horsetail, Marsh Sparganium erectum Bur-reed, Branched 
Fagus sylvatica Beech Stachys officinalis Betony 
Ficaria verna Celandine, Lesser Stachys sylvatica Woundwort, Hedge 
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet Stellaria media Chickweed, Common 
Fragaria vesca Strawberry, Wild Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry 
Fraxinus excelsior Ash Symphytum tuberosum Comfrey, Tuberous 
Galium album Bedstraw, Hedge- Symphytum x uplandicum Comfrey, Russian 
Galium aparine Cleavers Taraxacum agg. Dandelion 
Galium odoratum Woodruff Trifolium pratense Clover, Red 
Galium palustre ssp palustre Bedstraw, Common Marsh- Trifolium repens Clover, White 
Geranium dissectum Crane's-bill, Cut-leaved Ulex europaeus Gorse 
Geranium molle Crane's-bill, Dove's-foot Ulmus glabra Elm, Wych 



Geranium robertianum Herb Robert Urtica dioica Nettle, Common 
Geum rivale Avens, Water Valeriana dioica Valerian, Marsh 
Geum urbanum Avens, Wood Valeriana officinalis Valerian, Common 
Hedera helix ssp helix Ivy, Common Veronica beccabunga Brooklime 
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed Veronica chamaedrys Speedwell, Germander 
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog Veronica hederifolia Speedwell, Ivy-leaved 
Hyacinthoides x massartiana Bluebell, Hybrid Veronica montana Speedwell, Wood 
Ilex aquifolium Holly Veronica serpyllifolia Speedwell, Thyme-leaved 
Iris pseudacorus Iris, Yellow Vicia cracca Vetch, Tufted 
Juncus effusus Rush, Soft Vicia sepium Vetch, Bush 
Juncus inflexus Rush, Hard Viola riviniana Dog-violet, Common 
Lamium album Dead-nettle, White TOTAL  141  

 
 
Middleton species list 2019 

 

Birds    
Mute swan Mallard Pheasant Red-legged partridge 

 
Buzzard Lapwing Woodpigeon 

 
Jackdaw 

Carrion Crow Rook Magpie Jay 
Swift Skylark Swallow Sand martin 
House martin Blue tit Great tit Coal tit 
Wren Dunnock Blackbird Song thrush 
Mistle thrush Robin Redstart Whitethroat 
Blackcap Garden warbler Willow warbler Chiffchaff 
Starling Tree sparrow Pied wagtail Meadow pipit 
Chaffinch Goldfinch Linnet Siskin 
Yellowhammer Reed bunting   
Other Species    
Badger Roe deer Roman snail White-lipped snail 
Ashy-grey slug White-tailed 

bumblebee 
Common carder 
bumble bee 

Tree bee 

Wasp sp 7-spot ladybird Red & black 
froghopper 

Brimstone moth 

Agononpterix 
hericiliana agg 

St Mark’s fly   

 

 
 





The castle is visible from our house and we walk there at least once or twice each week.

We were fortunately away in late February and thereby missed the Beast from the East storm. When we returned 

2019 update: We saw a pair around the castle on 16 Jan 2019.

the depth of the nest made it impossible to see if there were any more.

around on 25 May, so we will be keeping a lookout for them for the rest of the summer, and next year, who 
knows what’s to come?

Michael & June Drage



the weather has turned for the worst with wind and rain from the north-east.  This has probably been the most 
prolonged period of rain in the last 12 months!

in the vicinity of the house.

an increase in Painted ladies, Red admirals and a possible Large tortoiseshell in Wooler.  Wall browns and Small 

species originates from Lake Baikal in Russia, but this bird had wintered in Cambridgeshire before moving north 
to Spurn point.  There was also a brief Baillion’s crake at Monk’s House pool.  Further highlights have included 
Golden eagle, a singing Wryneck, several Red-backed shrikes, a Broad-billed sandpiper and several Sub-alpine 
warblers.

Eight hardy souls turned up at the Hethpool car park on the 26th 
May.  The weather was over-cast, windy with occasional rain.  The 
estate has removed the conifer shelter belt at Mount Hooley and 

seemed lost as it picked its way through the stumps and brash.  

the bunkhouse.  The ‘wilderness’ woodland produced singing 

Flowering Bilberry hosted large numbers of Mountain bumblebees. 
Good views were had of both male and female Roe deer.

to drop further.  There was a lack of singing Meadow pipits and 

Ring ouzel and several male Whinchats.  The second highlight was 
the group nearly tripping over a female Emperor moth that was 
laying eggs on Heath rush.
Lunch was spent in Hen Hole.  The wind increased, and the 

Happy searching.  

Jack Daw



Dippers at their nest sites. 



Manx Shearwater 3 at Craster on 30th 
Mute Swan 2 with 3 cygnets at Breamish caravan site on 11th 
Bar-headed Goose 1 at Low Newton on 3rd 
Goosander 1 at Yearle on 18th 3 at Felton Bridge on 6th 
Goldeneye 3 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 
Gadwall 1 female with 2 chicks at Branton Ponds on 12th 
Shelduck Pair with 8 young at Branton Ponds on 17th 
Common Buzzard 6 at Yearle on 28th 
Kestrel 2 near Lesbury on 11th th 
Sparrowhawk 2 all month at Lemmington Hall, 1 at Yearle on 1st and 2nd  
Marsh Harrier 1 at East Chevington on 5th 
Quail 1 at Kimmer Lough on 11th 
Woodcock 1 at Beanley Woods on 24th 

4 at Cresswell Ponds on 5th 
Ringed Plover 40 at Low Newton on 30th 

1 at Low Newton scrape on 7th 
1 at Low Newton scrape on 27th and 2 on 31st 
1 at Low Newton scrape on 15th and 2 at Low Newton scrape on 27th 

Dunlin 2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 10th 
Common Sandpiper 1 at Felton Bridge on 6th 
Wood Sandpiper 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 3rd and 1 on 6th and 10th 

3-4 at Hedgeley Lakes on 2nd and 3rd  
Black-tailed Godwit 1 at Branton Ponds on 1st 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 2nd and 2 on 3rd  5 at Druridge Pools 

on 28th   
Greenshank 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 10th 
Whimbrel 2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 3rd and 1 on 10th 2 at Craster on 4th and 9th 5+ at Howick on 

5th 1 at Cullernose on 31st  
Green Sandpiper 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 11th 
Purple Sandpiper 3 at Dunstanburgh on 4th 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 120 at Kimmer Lough on 11th 
Common Tern 4 at East Chevington on 5th 

3 at Holy Island causeway on 19th 1 at Craster on 23rd 
Stock Dove 2 at Branton Ponds on 27th 
Cuckoo 1 at Holystone Woods on 6th and again on 12th 1 at Branton on 17th and 18th 2 at Beanley 

Moor on 24th 1 at Chillingham on 25th 1 at Botany on 25th th 
1 at Bamburgh on 10th 1 at Low Newton on 7th and 13th 
1 at Cresswell Ponds on 5th 2 near High Newton on 19th 
1 at Holystone Woods on 12th 1 at Beanley on 27th 2 all month at Lemmington Hall
1 at Branton on 13th 
20+ at Druridge Pools on 5th 2 over Branton Ponds on 12th 
20 at Roddam/Calder on 15th 200 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 

Tree Pipit 2 at Holystone Woods on 6th th 
Grey Wagtail th 
Pied(White) Wagtail 2 at Low Newton on 13th 
Yellow Wagtail 5 at Low Newton on 13th with 2 on 7th and 30th ,1 (Blue Headed) on 7th and 1(Channel) 

on 28th at Druridge Pools  
Redstart 3 at Holystone Woods on 6th 1 at Sharperton on 6th 1 near Branton on 7th 1 near Eslington 

Hall on 12th 1 on Holy Island on 19th 1 at Shipley Lane on 27th 
Whinchat 3 near Ingram on 11th th 2 at Hawsen Burn on 24th 
Stonechat th 2 at Hawsen Burn on 14th  
Wheatear 1 at Dunstanburgh on 4th 3 at Holy Island on 14th 
Fieldfare 1 on Holy Island on 19th 

th 2 at Hawsen Burn on 14th  and 3 on 24th 



Grasshopper Warbler 1 at Druridge Pools on 5th 
Sedge Warbler 1 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 
Common Whitethroat 2 at Druridge Pools on 5th th th 
Lesser Whitethroat 2 on Holy Island on 19th 
Garden Warbler Several at Branton Ponds all month
Blackcap 5 all month at Lemmington Hall
Willow Warbler 1 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 

1 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 
Pied Flycatcher 1 at Holystone Woods on 12th 1 on Holy Island on 19th 

4 on Holy Island on 19th th 
Willow Tit 1 at Reaveley on 7th 1 at Branton Ponds on 7th 
Hooded Crow 1 at Low Steads on 5th 
Raven 4 near Chillingham on 25th 2 at Dustanburgh all month, 
Tree Sparrow 20 all month at Lemmington Hall, 1 at Yearle all month  
Siskin 20 all month at Lemmington Hall, 4 at Branton Ponds on 3rd  
Lesser Redpoll 7 at Yearle on 4th 

Green Hairstreak Several at The Dod on 2nd 
th 

Wall 3 at Branton on 15th th 
Small Copper 1 at Branton Ponds on 20th and several on 23rd 
Comma 1 at Lemmington Hall on 16th 
Speckled Wood 12+ at Branton Ponds on 3rd 
Pale Prominent 1 at Branton on 13th 
Small Square Spot 1 at Branton on 13th 
Purple Thorn 1 at Branton on 13th 
Water Carpet 1 at Branton on 13th 
Nut-tree Tussock 1 at Branton on 19th 

4 at Branton on 24th 
1 at Branton on 30th 

Poplar Hawk-moth 2 at Branton on 30th 
2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 12th 

Mountain Bumblebee th 
1 on River Breamish gravels o 27th 

th 
Red & Black Froghopper 1 at Branton Ponds on 13th 

Brown Hare 7 at Branton Ponds on 12th th 8 in Felton on 10th 
Noctule Bat 1 at Branton Ponds on 13th 
Red Squirrel th 

6+ at Craster on 20th 
Roe Deer 2 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 

th 
th 

Chickweed Wintergreen Several at Beanley Woods on 24th 
Several spikes at Callaly on 22nd 

Broad-leaved Helleborine Several at Branton Ponds on 25th  
Starry Saxifrage th 

Eel 2 near Ingram on 29th 


