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VIRAL MEANDERINGS (11) 

 
In late January I had my first Covid vaccination.  Quite how it came to be that I was invited to go for this when 
in some parts of the country quite a number of the over-80s don’t yet seem to have had theirs, I don’t know – 
but in reality I wasn’t going to refuse the invitation even though I felt some mild pangs of guilt.  When I went to 
the Alnwick Cricket Club vaccine centre I assumed that I’d be getting the Oxford Astra Zeneca version, but it 
turned out to be the Pfizer vaccine.  A long-deceased family relative, on being presented with something less 
usual to eat – like pasta or curry (!) – would immediately claim that he didn’t want any of that “foreign muck”.  
And I must admit that, totally illogical as it is, a little corner of my brain commented unfavourably to me about 
being given the German/U.S. vaccine, manufactured in Belgium, instead of “a good old British product from 
Oxford”. 
 
Anyway, the organisation at Alnwick was excellent; the aftereffects were negligible; and the quite undeserved 
virtuous and comforting feeling of having been vaccinated was considerable.  The only unresolved issue was 
about the timing of the second dose.  The Pfizer literature all talks about the importance of a second dose 21 
days after the first one, but we know the Government’s decision is that it’s more important to get more people 
vaccinated once than to use the available vaccine for a second dose for fewer recipients.  So, I’m assuming now 
that the second dose won’t happen until March and one just has to hope or assume that the increased immunity 
given by the second jab won’t be compromised by the extended wait. 
 
Being in the, let’s say, 70+ age bracket can be a sobering thought, but personally I couldn’t really care less 
because I’m as old as I feel rather than what the calendar says.  An amazing woman called Nancy Banks-Smith, 
who wrote TV reviews for the Guardian for 40 years and who had a wicked sense of humour, once said that her 
criterion for being old was when you had to sit down to put your socks on.  Well, I can still don them while 
standing up, so there! 
 
During the current winter lockdown the garden birds provide a never-ending diversion.  At the moment our 
most numerous visitors are Coal and Great Tits, Siskin, Goldfinch, Tree Sparrow, Chaffinch and Blackbird.  Of 
course, we also have our resident territory-holding Robins and Dunnocks plus the occasional Wren and a 
number of other species in rather smaller numbers, but last week (third week in January) we had two much less 
common visitors.  I apologise for the quality of the photos below which were taken at speed and through less 
than perfectly clean double-glazed windows with added raindrops. 
 
             



  
 
Whether the Treecreeper was having any success in finding anything edible in the crevices of our porch wall I 
don’t know, but it didn’t stay around for long.  The Long-tailed Tit was one of two that came back several times 
to the feeders that morning, but not since.  Both are lovely to see at close quarters. 
One disappointment here has been the absence of winter Bramblings.  We used to get the occasional bird, 
particularly when the snow has come, but we’ve not seen one for several years now.  They specialise in feeding 

on Beech mast and there are probably too few of these food trees close 
enough to attract them.  To compensate, we do have a few Red-legged 
Partridge, often as an apparent pair, that come to feed underneath the 
garden seed feeders.  Our local shoot on the farm only introduce 
Pheasant chicks each year and when you have ten to fifteen adult 
pheasants making the garden look like a chicken run when it’s wet, 
uprooting young plants with their dust-bathing when it’s dry, and 
generally pecking the flowers off the border perennials at all times, then 
they are less than welcome.  Somehow the partridges are different – so 
much smaller and neater and more attractive – and we are always 
pleased to see them.  It would be even better if they were native Grey 
Partridge, but you can’t have everything.  The picture was taken a 
couple of years ago and not in the depths of winter. 

 
At the time of writing we are in the middle of the period of bright sunny days, but with air temperatures at -5oC 
or lower at night and barely reaching zero during the day.  At least, these temperatures are the ones we have 
experienced where we live at an altitude of 140m.  Alnwick is 70m lower down than us and the coastal 
communities are about 50m lower still, so the patchy snow that has failed to melt here is unlikely still to be 
lurking about nearer the coast and the temperatures may have been a bit above ours.   
 
Walking today on Beanley Moor there have been some very attractive snow/ice effects and the car windscreen 
(right hand photo) had good ice patterns one early morning.   
 

Red-legged Partridge 



     
 

Richard 

 
 
N.B.  Since this article was written we’ve had the milestone (or should that be tombstone?) news of UK deaths exceeding 100,000, 
plus uncertainties about the supply chain for the vaccines. 
  



PLANT CORNER 

 
In the last newsletter the final photos in Plant Corner were of a young Birch growing out of the rotten trunk of 
a dead Scots Pine.  I was enthused by the idea that I could make my February article about Epiphytes – plants 
or fungi growing on the surface of other living plants but using them only for support.  Unfortunately, I soon 
realised that to get the necessary photos I should have to break lockdown rules, so that idea will have to wait. 
 
Instead I want to concentrate on Woody Climbers.  Unlike epiphytes, climbers are always rooted in the ground.  
Gardeners may be surprised to know that there are officially only five native species of woody climber in the 
British flora (well, six if you include the two species of Ivy) and, extraordinarily, each of these plants uses a 
different method to enable it to climb.  There are other climbing or scrambling plants, but they are not woody 
perennials.  The five are Ivy Hedera sp., Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum, Clematis Clematis vitalba, Woody 
Nightshade Solanum dulcamara and Dog-rose Rosa canina.  Personally I’m a bit surprised that Hop Humulus 
lupulus is not classed as woody despite being an evergreen perennial, and that if the dog-rose is deemed to be 
a climber, then why aren’t several of the other native roses that seem to have the same growth habit.  My 
reference for the “five woody climbers” is the late woodland expert, Oliver Rackham, and who am I to argue 
with him?  
 
Ivy produces aerial roots from its stems which find their way into crevices in bark by which the plant to clings 
on. 
Honeysuckle stems as a whole twine round the stems or branches of the supporting plant. 
Clematis has leaf stalks that twine round twigs or other projections on the supporting plant. 
Woody Nightshade (or Bittersweet) just scrambles through the hedgerow shrubs where it grows. 
Dog-Rose uses its stem prickles to help it hold on to its supporting shrubs. 
 
Ivy is an excellent plant to study in winter.  Not only is it fully evergreen, but it flowers in late autumn and early 
winter.  When you look at an ivy bush you soon realise that the leaves on the non-flowering parts are ‘typical’ 
ivy-shaped with 3 or 5-fingered lobes, but on the flowering stems the leaves lack any lobes and are described 
as simple and ovate in shape.   
 
Now for some slightly heavy botany!  The one problem, if you are a botanical purist, is that there are two 
species.  Common or English Ivy has a normal (diploid) number of chromosomes, while Atlantic or Irish Ivy has 
double that number (tetraploid).  This is further complicated by the fact that many of the plants that are sold 
for gardens as Ivy are actually the Atlantic species and work has gone on in the past to confirm that Atlantic Ivy 
exists as a true native species and is not just a garden escape.  Of course, chromosome number is not much use 
in the field as a diagnostic feature, so you need some real physical characters to look for. 
 
In the early spring when new growth really gets going it can be an interesting, if sometimes frustrating, puzzle 
to work out which species you’ve got in the countryside around you (ideally not with garden varieties).  The 
table below may help.  It is taken, with modifications, from a paper written in 1989 by McAllister and Rutherford. 
 

Character Atlantic Ivy Common Ivy 

Growth Fast & vigorous.  New shoots often thick 
and succulent.  Internodes between 
leaves long, often up to 18cm or more 

Markedly less vigorous and usually 
slower.  Internodes often quite short.  
New growth often wiry 

Leaf Size Mature leaves large, up to 10cm x 10cm Mature leaves usually smaller 

Leaf veins Veins on palmate leaves rarely raised 
from leaf surface and rarely differ in 
colour from leaf surface, although may 
be bordered with paler or yellow tissue 

Veins almost always raised from leaf 
surface like fine wires.  Often silver-
white.  Rarely edged with paler colour 

Sap (break a stem or leaf stalk) Strong smell, often pine-like and sweet Weaker smell and usually rather acrid 

Leaf Hairs (Trichomes) On underside of young leaves the fawn 
or orange stellate (star-shaped) hairs lie 
flat against the surface 

The stellate hairs are grey-white and 
the rays of the hair are raised so the 
surface seems pubescent 



The most reliable of the characters is the shape of the trichomes, but you need a hand lens of at least X10 
magnification and you need to look at a range of young leaves to be sure you can see what these hairs are like.  
The images below show drawings from a scanning electron microscope at some vast magnification (which sadly 
wasn’t specified in the 1989 article).  If you didn’t know, you’d probably assume that these were marine corals 
and starfish, but in fact they show with great clarity the star-shaped hairs of the two species. 
 

 
Common Ivy trichomes 

         
            Common Ivy flowering shoots                 Common Ivy vegetative shoots            Atlantic Ivy vegetative shoots 

Honeysuckle is a familiar plant in gardens, and comes in a variety of flower colours.  The wild flower colour is 
creamy-yellow at the petal tips grading into a reddish purple and in the autumn the fruits are bright red.  Given 
a suitable set of plants to climb through, honeysuckle can get as high as 6m.  The incomparable duo of humorous 
songsters, Flanders and Swann, wrote a song called Misalliance, the most familiar line from which is “Said the 
right-handed honeysuckle to the left-handed bindweed ….”  And they were quite right because honeysuckle 
almost always twines clockwise as it climbs.  You’ll notice that I’ve hedged my bets with that word ‘almost’, 
because otherwise I’d bet some members would go out and find one twining anticlockwise. 

 

Atlantic Ivy trichomes 



 
When you drive around lanes in lowland southern 
England the hedgerows are often full of Clematis (or 
Traveller’s-joy or Old-man’s-beard, whichever name 
you prefer).  Here in North Northumberland this species 
is really very uncommon.  The easiest place to see it is on 
the right as you drive down the slope towards the beach 
car park at Alnmouth.  Our problem is that Clematis likes 
calcareous soils and those are in short supply in our area. 
 
The plants use their twining leaf stalks to gain very strong 
attachments to whatever they come into contact with 
and by this means they can achieve as much as 30m in 
height.  The flowers of the wild plants are a whitish 
cream colour but the plant’s main claim to attractiveness 
comes from the long silky plumes that project from the 
fruits as they mature.  The photo shows both the open 
flowers and the first of the fruits with their plumes. 
 
 
 
Woody Nightshade is perhaps more often called Bittersweet.  The fact that it is in the same genus as the Potato 
is very clear when you look at both the leaf shape and the flowers.  There are fewer pinnate leaflets on the 
Bittersweet, but the flowers have the same yellow cluster of protruding stamens with the purple petals heavily 
reflexed.  Admittedly some domestic potato plants have whitish flowers rather than purple, but in all other 
respects the flower structures are similar.   
 
The nightshade doesn’t develop swollen underground tubers, but one important thing to remember is that the 
scarlet berries are poisonous, which is why the plant is never recommended for gardens.  But then, if you allow 
the flowers of the potato to develop their purple fruit they would be as poisonous as those of Bittersweet.   
 

        
 
Lastly there is the Common Dog-rose.  The identification of the various wild roses is often a matter for 
specialists, but one of the key features of the common dog-rose is that the thorns are heavily hooked, which 
makes them very suitable for helping the stems cling to the supporting hedgerow shrubs.  The leaflets are 
hairless and, unlike many wild roses, they have very few or none of the small swollen glands along the veins on 
the undersides.  Later in the season as the fruits start to swell the sepals bend sharply downwards and they fall 
off completely before the fruit reddens. 
 



As a war-time baby I still have vague memories of the post-war period when Rose-hip Syrup was commonly 
given to children as a diluted squash because of the high Vitamin C content of the fruits.  Some people would 
make their own, but I think the hassle of the lengthy process of cooking them and extracting the juice meant 
that if you could afford it you were much better off buying the cordial.  You can still buy it today from health 
food shops or on-line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The photograph above shows one of the unripe hips which hasn’t yet quite lost its sepals, while the ripe one 
certainly has.  Most of the leaves aren’t in sharp focus, but in the ones in the top left-hand corner there are no 
signs of swollen glands on the veins.  You’ll notice that I’ve not called these fruit ‘berries’, because they aren’t.  
As with apples and pears the fleshy part of the fruit consists of a swollen receptacle (the top of the stalk) which 
has grown up and around the core which is the true fruit. 

 
A hedgerow Common Dog-rose with the slope of Titlington Pike in the background 

Many of these photos are a reminder that spring and summer will eventually come and that, just possibly, we’ll 
be free to wander the countryside at will. 

Richard 



STEWCHAT 

Writing this piece for the AWG is a little bit tricky this month as I have had an incident involving my computer. 
A couple of weeks ago we had a power cut that lasted for around 8 hours on a Thursday night. On Friday morning 
I went to start my PC as usual for work and it went off with a real whiplash ‘crack’ and would not start. 
To cut a long story short, the computer is beyond repair. The good news is that my insurance company have 
already paid up and I have not lost the contents of my hard drive, so that’s a relief. It will, however, take me at 
least another 4 weeks to get a replacement delivered, so please bear with me for a while…. 
Back to the job in hand. Since the last newsletter, as forecast, the local weather has taken a turn for the worse. 
The timing was a bit off being a few weeks later than expected but as I write we are coming to the end of a spell 
of very cold snowy period. 
As we are still in Lockdown, all of my walks have been from home around Howick Village and coast path. This 
has not meant a shortage of wildlife sightings though, with a few interesting species being seen and noted 
almost daily. 
Our local Barn Owls have been seen from our house every day for the last few weeks at any time. It seems they 
try to fit in hunting to suit reasonable environmental conditions regardless of the time of day. Sometimes two 
birds have been hunting together.   
The other main local character is the Hooded Crow that has been around since summer. It has now started to 
spend time in the village, carrying out dawn raids on fat ball feeders. It is a smart bird. When it sees us out with 
the dog it begins to call loudly at us, making it easy to find. 
At least one Kingfisher has been regular on the pond, the coast and in ditches in our village wood. I managed to 
get some shots the other day, but cant show them to you as they are still on my camera due to lack of I.T 
facilities! At the same time around the 24th January, a Little Egret in a village wood ditch was a bigger surprise 
being the first one I have seen actually on the ground in Howick, the other few records have been fly overs.  
Walking around the patch has taken me to less visited areas. One field just inland of us, held a nice group of 50+ 
Reed Buntings, while a pair of Ravens displayed overhead. A pair of Peregrines has also been seen here 
occasionally in recent weeks. 
The best sighting during this period came on the 31st January when a neighbor messaged us to say she was 
watching a Humpback Whale off Rumbling kern. We were there as quick as our legs would take us in time to 
see this massive cetacean feeding a way offshore.  It could be located by the large blow spout then seconds 
later its massive back would appear. As it dived the large tail flukes raised then slid below the waves. I was lucky 
enough to get some more good views as it came our way again on the 11th February. 
After a spell of heavy rain in early February, the weather became much more stormy and colder. This moved a 
male Stonechat into some weeds just over our drive wall where it was visible from the kitchen window like a 
garden Robin. This was only my 2nd garden record in 11 years. 
It was clear that the deteriorating weather conditions on a daily basis would have an impact on our birds. The 
storms proved fatal for some with large numbers of Woodcock being washed up along the tidelines. By the 9th 
February snow and freezing weather was set in for the next week or so. Hungry birds sought out bare ground 
free of ice to feed. In my garden I woke one morning to at least 80 Fieldfares in surrounding trees. They soon 
cleared up the apples put out for them. The coast fields were full of birds. Each field seemed to contain at least 
200 – 400 Fieldfares, lesser numbers of Redwing and Song thrush with a few hundred Golden Plover, Lapwing 
and Skylark. Even Dunlin were feeding in the short grass. 
Back in the garden two Kestrels were fighting on our porch roof. 



 
Figure 1: Humpback Whale, please excuse this phone photograph of my notes. 

Despite these cold weather movements of birds, signs of spring came through the blizzards. On 10th February 
105 Meadow Pipits arrived after none all winter. 4 Herons were back on Howick Pond, the first since autumn 
and Dunnock, Skylark and Great Tit were singing. 
Hopefully by the next newsletter the weather has become milder and a few moths have graced the trap and a 
Chiffchaff is singing in the wood… Time will tell. 
Stay safe everyone. 

Stewart.  
  



NATURE NEWS – JANUARY. 

The start to 2021 has been cold, very wet and short spells of snow and ice especially on higher-ground.  Covid 
restrictions and the weather have meant that travel has been restricted.  This has reduced the opportunities 
for watching wildlife at our favourite sites but instead concentrated our thoughts on our gardens and local 
patches.   
I managed to find 22 species of flowering plant within the confines of the Glanton parish on the 1st January.  
This was extremely suprising but south-facing banks often came up trumps.  Plant highlights were Feverfew, 
Ivy-leaved toadflax, Wood avens and Petty spurge.  The increasingly cold weather put pay to many of the 
flowers by the 7th January.  Snowdrops are well in flower and they have been joined by Acconites, Crocusses 
and the odd Hazel. 
Invertebrates are often in short supply at this time of year especially during cold weather.  There are some 
specialists that can be found such as Winter moth (a few have been seen on milder nights) and Winter gnats 
(the males carrying our their undulating dance in suitable woodland).  It is worth looking for invertebrates in 
the house.  Our Daddy-long-leg spiders are still active and the House spiders are trying to avoid them.  
Occassionally, Banded mosquitos have been found after being disturbed from their hibernation underneath 
the stairs. 
A female Fox was heard barking and this was a new species for the house list.  As the weather has got colder, 
the bird feeders have become busier.  We have had nothing unusal in the the garden, but there has been an 
increase in the numbers of Blackbirds, Blue tits and Great tits visiting. 
Walking from Glanton, I have managed to find a number of interesting birds such as a female Goshawk flying 
above a local plantation, a large flock of mixed finches, sparrows and bunting (including Tree sparrows, 
Chaffinches, Goldfinches, 240+ Linnets, Lesser and Common redpolls, Yellowhammers and Reed buntings).  
On one walk to Branton Ponds, I managed to locate a Great white egret mid-month. 
I yearn for a trip to the coast especailly during this period of rough weather.  The thought of trying to locate the 
Humpback whale that has made appearences off Howick and Beadnell is sorely tempting and I will try to resist. 
BIRD OF THE MONTH: WOODCOCK 
As I write this article, there has been a huge ‘fall’ of Woodcock on the coast and beyond.  This movement 
probably started shortly before the 2nd February as Arctic conditions engulfed northern Russia, Scandinavian, 
and the Low Countries.  Large numbers of birds were counted in the Whitley Bay / Tynemouth area.  Once 
person saw 163 on a 5km walk.  There are some excellent photos of birds feeding in people’s gardens.  This is a 
great time to see this elusive bird. 
Normally, Woodcock are notoriously difficult to see unless you are fortunate to flush one in a woodland or 
moorland site.  An alternative strategy, at this time of year, is watch the edges of a suitable woodland, at dusk, 
as birds head for favourable night-time feeding grounds.   

 
Finger-crossed that you might come across a Woodcock in your garden or local park when you are out for a 
walk. 
Stay safe. 

Jack Daw 

Woodland wader with a long bill 
and a taste for worms and other 
invertebrates found in leaf litter 
and damp fields. 

Eyes have evolved to sit high on 
the head to give them almost 360o 
vision.   

Ears have moved from behind the 
eye, to behind the bill below the 
eye 

Excellent camouflage plumage for 
living in leafy woodlands. 

Woodcock in flight. 

 



A RINGERS YEAR 

JAN 2021:  Some news from our ‘Autumn’ ringing station at Howick is of interest this month.  First an 
adventurous Coal Tit, which was originally ringed on the 31/8/20 at Howick, was controlled (recaptured alive) 
at Rowlands Gill by the Durham Dales Ringing Group, on the 10/1/21.  It had travelled at least 61 kms.  Secondly 
a Goldfinch which had been originally ringed at Howick back on the 6/10/18 was found dead near Seahouses 
Farm (little over 1 km away) on the 11/1/21 probably having hit a window. 
I also had a call from a resident who lives near Warkworth who had found a sick owl.  The owl was apparently 
underweight and probably finding it difficult to feed in the snowy weather and unfortunately died.  My finder 
had assumed (not unreasonably) that it might be from the local box where I had ringed some young owls back 
in June 2020 but inspecting of its ring number proved otherwise.  I realised it was not one of ‘my’ owls and so 
sent the number off to the BTO; their computer produced the answer a couple of days later – telling us that the 
owl was in fact just coming into its fifth year having been hatched (and ringed) at its nest up the Breamish Valley 
well past Ingram in July 2016.   This sort of West to East (inland to coastal) movement tends to occur in bad 
weather. 
I usually get keen to do some ringing at home when I start to see Siskin’s on my Niger feeders but for the past 
18 months, I have had very few of these lovely little finches travelling through our garden.  This is in marked 
contrast to earlier years when I have always had a few around (including breeding birds in the spring) and 
sometimes hundreds in the winter.  However, I decided to have a go on the 17th and captured 42 birds in two 
hours (31 new and 11 re-traps).  There were no Siskins but two Blackbirds (a pair) which had squeezed their 
way into a ‘Mason’ trap through little entrances which I thought were too small for them were captured; also, 
a pair of Robins (which seemed to be feeding and travelling around the garden together) Coal Tits, Great Tits, 
Tree Sparrows and Long Tailed Tits (about which more later) and a lot of Blue Tits.  As noted at the study site 
near Longhorsley (in last months article) there was a higher-than-normal proportion of adult birds (relative to 
juveniles).  
I always have a few traps around the garden but unless I am purposefully ringing, they are not ‘set’ to catch 
anything.  In this open state they do tend to enable small birds to feed without having to put up with competition 
from for example Jackdaws and Wood Pigeons.  Recently I discovered that we have a growing flock of Long 
Tailed Tits, that are quite happy to go into the traps to feed-on Fatballs.  The flock is up to about 16 individuals 
to date and their keenness to go into traps means that so far I have ringed 10 of them; over time I hope to re-
trap some of them and see how long they live. 
Still pursuing the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) winter ringing initiative near Longhorsley we caught 20 odd 
birds in the New Year including a rare Willow Tit first ringed at the same site in December 2018.  Another session 
on the 12th captured 33 birds (28 new and 15 re-traps) including Blue Tits from January and February 2018, 
respectively.  There was also a nice (and unusually well-behaved) Great Spotted Woodpecker.  This was an adult 
female that even refrained from pummelling my trainee’s fingers while it was being photographed (see attached 
picture).  Two Robins which did seem to be tolerating each other’s presence (so may well have been a true pair) 
also gave me an opportunity to illustrate how we recognise a juvenile (hatched in 2020) from an adult of at least 
two years old.  In the attached photograph the Robin in the fore ground is the juvenile and has at least three 
golden yellow ‘thorn like’ tips to its Greater Covert feathers; while the bird in the background is the adult with 
no such well-marked feathers.  The reason for this is that the juvenile bird has retained some of its juvenile 
feathers (that it was hatched with) and will do so until it does a full moult in the early Autumn of this year.  The 
adult on the other hand has already done a full moult and has no juvenile hatching feathers left. 
Ringing again on the 23rd produced 52 birds (24 new and 28 re-traps).  The new birds included 6 Dunnocks (of 
which all had dull ‘muddy-coloured’ eyes indicating they were juveniles) while there was an additional re-trap 
Dunnock with a brighter reddish eye (indicating it was an adult).  Interesting that this preponderance of juveniles 
was against the general trend of ringing this season; so at least juvenile Dunnocks survived the summer quite 
well.  (Just to remind you - a Dunnock is a member of the Accentor family of birds and should never be confused 
with any sort of sparrow!)  There were less Blue Tits around this session, indicating I am afraid that some have 
simply died in the cold weather but there were Tree Sparrows, Great Tits; and Coal Tits (who can cache food for 
the winter).  The re-traps turned up an adult Willow Tit (another bird that caches food), an adult Treecreeper 
and a juvenile Nuthatch.  There was also two Long Tailed Tits that are always frustrating because they cannot 
be aged by looking at their plumage; this is because the juveniles (like the adults) do a complete moult in the 
autumn. 



Incidentally, we are continuing to undertake a limited amount of ringing under the provisions of the pandemic 
regulations that permit ‘voluntary or charitable services to continue’ these include Biodiversity Monitoring but 
its not sensible to take on any new trainees at present but hopefully things will change as 2021 progresses. 
Finally, I wanted to update you on the possibly incestuous pair of Mute Swans at Howick Pool.  However, there 
is little to report because the presence of ice on the water has prompted ‘all’ the swans to fly off to the sea.   If 
things warm-up then no-doubt ‘a pair’ will return and reading of their darvick rings will tells us exactly which 
swans they are!  If you do come across any swans in your walks please do look out for any ring numbers (and 
colours) you can read – and do pass them on to me. 
Best Regards 

Phil Hanmer S Ringer/Trainer; Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum).  E-mail: 

tytoalbas@btinternet.com 
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SIGHTINGS  JANUARY  2021 

BIRDS  

Red-throated Diver 4 past Sugar Sands on 10th 1 past Craster on 17th 

Little Grebe 2 at Hedgeley Lakes on 17th 3 at Howick on 28th 1 at Felton Bridge on 3rd 

Red-necked Grebe 1 off Boulmer on 10th 

Gannet 20+ at Howick on 3rd 1 off Stag Rocks on 18th 

Cormorant 4 over River Breamish caravan site on 21st 

Little Egret 1 at Branton Ponds on 1st 1 at Dunstanburgh on 6th and 11th 1 on River Till at 
Chatton on 31st 

Great-white Egret 1 on River Breamish on 16th 

Whooper Swan 3 over Howick on 6th 

Canada Goose 81 at Branton Ponds on 12th 

Pink-footed Goose 450+ over Howick on 3rd 

Teal 12 at Howick on 28th 

Tufted Duck 6 at Howick on 28th 

Common Scoter 100+ off Craster on 17th 125 off Craster on 21st 

Goosander 1 at Rothbury on 13th 

Common Buzzard 1-2 all month at Yearle 

Red Kite Pair at Ditchburn on 15th a pair at Branton Ponds on 16th   

Peregrine 1 at Craster on 17th 1 at Felton on 29th 1 at Dunstanburgh on 22nd 

Sparrowhawk 1 at Yearle all month 

Grey Partridge 6 near Howick on 17th 

Woodcock 1 near Longframlington on 9th 3 at Howick on 28th 

Water Rail 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 10th 

Golden Plover 30+ at Craster on 17th 

Sanderling 110+ at Boulmer on 10th 

Dunlin 100+ at Boulmer on 10th 

Purple Sandpiper 14 at Craster Harbour on 30th 

Green Sandpiper 1 at Branton Ponds on 1st 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 17th 

Curlew 229 at Howick on 3rd 22 at Branton Ponds on 25th 

Bar-tailed Godwit 12+ at Boulmer on 10th 

Mediterranean Gull 1 at Amble Harbour on 7th 

Kittiwake 300+ at Howick on 3rd 

Stock Dove 11 at Howick on 3rd 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 17th 

Barn Owl 1 injured bird at Branton taken into care it had been attacked by a Buzzard on 
9th 

Tawny Owl 2 in Branton on 8th 

Kingfisher 1 at Branton Ponds on 1st and 3rd 

Dipper 1 at Felton Bridge on 13th 

Wren 1 at Yearle all month 

Stonechat 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 10th 

Blackbird 4-9 at Yearle all month 

Mistle Thrush 6 at Felton on 31st 

Goldcrest 6 near Longframlington on 9th 

Long-tailed Tit 10-15 at Yearle all month, 14 near Lemmington Hall on 26th 10 at Howick on 
28th   

Willow Tit 1 near Branton on 26th 1 near Longframlington on 9th 

Marsh Tit 5 near Longframlington on 9th 1 at Felton on 13th 

Treecreeper 1 at Branton Ponds on 3rd 1 at Yearle all month 1 at Felton on 20th 

Nuthatch 4 at Howick on 7th 



Raven 2 near Howick on 17th 2 at Craster on 6th 3 at Dunstanburgh on 24th 

Tree Sparrow 12 near Lemmington Hall on 26th 22+ in Branton all month 

Chaffinch 50+ near Howick on 17th 

Bullfinch 8 at Howick on 28th 

Goldfinch 60+ near Howick on 17th 

Linnet 100+ near Howick on 17th 

Siskin 25+ at Howick on 3rd with 60+ on 6th 70+ near Branton on 2nd 

Common Redpoll Several with a flock of Lesser Redpoll near Shepherds Law on 16th 

Lesser Redpoll 1 near Longframlington on 9th 

Tree Sparrow 22 at Branton on 4th 

Yellowhammer 6+ at Howick on 6th 16+ near Howick on 17th 50 at Craster on 9th 

Snow Bunting 3 at Dunstanburgh on 16th 

Reed Bunting 40+ near Howick on 17th 

MAMMALS  

Otter Tracks in snow at Branton Ponds on 14th 

Fox 1 in dunes near Bamburgh Castle on 18th 

Stoat 1 in full ermine near Branton on 2nd 

Brown Hare 2 at Felton on 17th 2 boxing at Craster on 15th 

Roe Deer 2 at Hampeth on 18th 

Fallow Deer 3 near Bamburgh Castle on 29th   

Bottle-nosed Dolphin 2 off Craster on 3rd with 5 on 15th and 20 on 27th 

Harbour Porpoise 4 off Cullernose on 18th 

INVERTEBRATES  

Early Moth 1 at Branton on 20th 

Many-plumed Moth 1 at Howick on 18th 

OBSERVERS G&R Bell, I&K Davison, S Dawson, G Dodds, M&J Drage, 

 A Forster, P&A Hanmer, A Keeble, S Rogers, S Sexton, P Watson. 
 

 


