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WATER (?) VOLES 

 
If you subscribe to the now bi-monthly publication British Wildlife, you may have spotted an article in the 
recent June issue about Water Voles Arvicola amphibius.  In fact it turns out that the article is actually about 
Fossorial Water Voles.  No, me neither!  So I looked it up and found that fossorial simply means burrowing 
and is applied to animals that dig holes to live in. 

Now you might, like me, have assumed that by definition water voles dig holes in river banks and similar 
places, but it seems that fossorial really implies digging holes in dry land, and the article was concerned with 
colonies that burrow in grassy areas often a long way from the nearest water. 

Apparently, water voles with a terrestrial lifestyle are not uncommon elsewhere in Europe.  However, it 
wasn’t until 2008 that, after concerns by residents about a ‘rat’ problem, a quite dense population was 
discovered in a Glasgow housing estate.  These animals were living quite happily among many people and 
close by the M8 motorway.  This is the first terrestrial population discovered, at least in modern times, in 
the UK and the animals are present in densities two or three times those of populations in reedbeds. 

So, while Northumberland Wildlife Trust is deploying money and other resources to support water vole 
reintroductions in the remoter parts of Kielder Forest, perhaps we may have terrestrial populations already 
living among us.  If you have unexplained burrows in your garden or in neighbouring grassland, perhaps you 
should borrow one of our AWG trail cameras and see if you can discover what’s really making those holes!  
The photos below are both from the Glasgow water vole colony, borrowed from Google Images. 

  
 
 

Richard 



EAST CHEVINGTON WALK – 20TH JUNE 

 
Initially twelve of us gathered at East Chevington on a day that earlier in the week had threatened heavy 
rain, but which in fact turned out to be dry, lightly overcast and pleasantly warm.  We were able to 
welcome Judith Line, a new member from Shilbottle and Helen Reed-Jones from Kirknewton who we hope 
to recruit as a member. 
 

I say there were initially twelve because after about five minutes David Thomson caught up with us and 
about 20 minutes later Pamela Allinson and Julie Lawrence also appeared, having had a picturesque, if 
inadvertent, tour of East Northumberland, trying to find us.  Our instructions had not helped because we 
had given directions from the north, but Pam and Julie had come up from Newcastle – sorry! 
 

Keith Davison and Richard Poppleton were leading the walk, and Richard was considerably supported, 
botanically, by the presence of Chris Metherell, our North Northumberland Botanical Recorder.  We 
walked the short distance on to the coastal path, passing good stands of the poisonous white umbellifer, 
Hemlock Water-dropwort, and then noticed some False Fox-sedge and some Brown Sedge, before coming 
across really good patches of Dyer’s-greenweed just coming into startling yellow flower.  Meanwhile those 
of a more bird-orientated persuasion spotted Reed Bunting and Common Whitethroat, and we could hear 
Sedge Warbler in the reeds.  Incidentally, most photos in this report are courtesy of Margaret Goodall 
and Alison & Phil Hanmer, to whom many thanks. 
 

         
      Dyer's Greenweed    Male Reed Bunting in full voice 

As we moved along we saw Northern Marsh and Common Spotted Orchids, plus a few Kidney Vetch, 
Meadow Vetchling and Bird-s-foot-trefoil, making this a very floriferous part of the walk – but the best 
was yet to come! 
Turning down to the first bird hide that overlooks the north pond (these hides are rather unprepossessing 
converted shipping containers), we came to an amazing area which was full of Dyer’s-greenweed plus 
Common Spotted Orchid and Lesser Butterfly Orchid.  This last species is not at all common in 
Northumberland and to see so many specimens all in the same patch was quite a treat. 
 



                    
       Part of the "Orchid Field"      Lesser Butterfly Orchid 

This was not the best hide for birds, but we did see Grey Heron, Little Grebe, Mute Swan and Coot.  Also, 

on the way to the hide we paused to admire a Red-and-Black Froghopper (          left below).  This is one of the 

insects that produces ‘cuckoo-spit’ foam to protect its eggs and hatched nymph stages.  And posing on 

some grass stems was a Large Skipper (          right below)  The black mark on the forewing showed that this 

was a male. 

 
 

          
 



Back on the main track we heard Reed Warblers 
and heard and saw Sedge Warblers (          left).  At 
one point we were entertained by a singing, 
displaying Common Whitethroat and the sharp-
eared in the group heard a calling Water Rail in 
the rushes by the pond. 
 
The next hide brought us closer to more of the 
birds on the pond.  As well as rather distant 
Cormorants and various ducks there was an 
excellent view of a pair of Great-crested Grebes 
with two juveniles. 
 
Over the water there were Common, Arctic and 
Sandwich Terns.  The former two are not always 
easy to distinguish in flight – hence the birders’ 
expression Comic Tern when they can’t decide 

- but some of these birds were close enough to give a clear view of the all-red beak of the Arctic and the 
black-tipped beak of the Common. 
 
 
 
As we rounded the northern edge of the pond we 
came across a brown butterfly by the path.  It had 
pale edges to the wings and it ought to have been a 
Ringlet, but we couldn’t easily see any of the ring 
markings.  Nevertheless, with the wonders of digital 
photography, when the image on the right is 
magnified you can actually see small dark rings – 
more like spots really – and this is undoubtedly a 
fairly freshly-hatched male Ringlet 
 

 
 

At a couple of points we stopped to watch some damselflies that were flitting about by the path, as 
damselflies do.  There were both Blue-tailed and Common Blue species, caught on camera below.  Phil 
and Alison’s sequence of shots show a pair of Common Blue which clearly shows the distinction between 
the sexes, and then shots of three different Blue-tailed with three different colour variations on the 
thorax.  According to the books these are likely to be immature females.  Smashing photography! 
 



       
         Common Blue mating pair     Blue-tailed 'normal', rufous and violet colour variants 

When we finally got round to the southern edge of the pond we got several aerial views of both male and 
female Marsh Harriers which have a nest in the reeds. Plus some fleeting sightings of what I still call 
Bearded Tits, but which I ought to call Bearded Reedlings.  Some of the group who stayed longer at the 
final hide got rather better views of these small birds, but I’m not aware that anyone managed to get 
photos. 
 
Two other botanical details should be mentioned.  At the north end of the pond there was an area which 
had seen some mass-planting of Ash trees, probably about twenty years ago.  All appeared to be dying of 
Ash Die-back disease, and some decisions will have to be made quite soon about what to do about these 
trees and what to replace them with.  Far more positive was the state of many of the hedgerows.  From 
a wildlife point of view the ideal hedge is one with a narrowish top and a wide base, and certainly not 
flayed to within an inch of its life in the apparent interests of ‘neatness’.  The hedges at East Chevington 
were mostly well into this category of ‘good hedgerows’  
 
Altogether a pleasant morning with plenty of wildlife to see, and people seemed to go away happy with 
the trip.  A final mention should be made that Janet Chubb donated an insect sweep net to AWG which 
she had brought with her.  Thanks! 
 

Richard 
  



SURVEY OF ROADSIDE VERGES NEAR WARK 3RD JULY 2021 

 
The wide verges bordering the lanes south of Wark village cover 3.5 miles in length and 10 - 30 feet in 
width. They are registered as common land, and amount to a substantial area of 7.5 acres. With the 
increased interest in, and promotion of, roadside hedgerows and verges and their importance to bio-
diversity and as valuable wildlife habitats – as a resident of the Parish, I feel that it is essential to preserve 
and protect these semi-wild places – our own nature reserves!  

1950 map showing the wide verges near Wark 
as common land 

With this in mind, I asked AWG, using 
Richard’s expertise, if they would help to 
‘raise the profile’ of these areas by conducting 
a survey of plant species on some of the 
verges. (We had done our own small survey in 
May 2019 of a 400 yd stretch of verge, and 
recorded 41 species). Two of us taking part 
were local - the other six participants 
managed to find their way (well done to 
them!) through the network of quiet back 
lanes to the meeting point at Wark Common 
crossroads.  

The survey was instructive as well as constructive; we should not assume that all is green and brown and 
boring, and that very common plants are just as important to record! We started by looking at species 
that were within 10 – 20 feet from where we stood - it was interesting to note the number that could be 
identified in just this small area. 

We ultimately covered about a mile of verge - 
counting both sides of the road - and although most 
of the earlier flowers of May and June were over, 
for example, water avens and crosswort, they had 
been replaced by species such as meadowsweet 
and meadow vetchling. A strip of 4 feet wide had 
been cut along the edge, but there was plenty of 
material to record - and in fact, the shorn areas 
enabled us to home in on small specimens that 
could have been missed in the longer undergrowth. 
A couple of our number were especially good at 
spotting these! 

 

 



  
Meadowsweet 

 
The change in species was notable according 
to wetter or drier conditions – the 
meadowsweet, rushes and water avens 
colonising damp areas   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                         
 
 
 
 

Sorrel, meadow vetchling, and rush 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tufted vetch and meadow vetchling  

(below) 

 
 
Hedgerows were not included in the 
survey, but woody plants were 
established in the verges themselves, 
such as broom, elder and gorse. The 
common dog rose in the hedge 
apparently has several variants, identified 
by the sepals on the immature fruiting 
bodies. Richard pocketed some of these, 
so no doubt we shall find out more later! 
 
It was a very useful and enjoyable 
morning, and we managed to escape the 
rain, which came in the afternoon!   
 

 Janet Chubb 
  



Species List for Road Verges south of Wark on Tweed 
03/07/2021 

COMMENTS: NO FERNS; NO SEDGES; ONLY ONE THISTLE SPECIES. 

 
GRASSES & RUSHES 

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent 

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail 

Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat Grass 

Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot 

Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair Grass 

Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair Grass 

Festuca rubra Red Fescue 

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog 

Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush 

Juncus effusus Soft Rush 

Lolium perenne Perennial Ryegrass 

Poa annua Annual Meadow Grass 

Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow Grass 

 
HERBACEOUS FLOWERING PLANTS 

Achillea millefolium Yarrow 

Aegopodium podograria Ground Elder 

Alchemilla glabra Smooth Lady's-mantle 

Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard (J-by-the-H) 

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley 

Bellis perennis Daisy 

Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherds Purse 

Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed 

Cerastium fontanum vulgare Common Mouse Ear 

Chamaenerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 

Chenopodium album Fat Hen 

Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle 

Cruciata laevipes Crosswort 

Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb 

Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb 

Epilobium tetragonum Square-stalked Willowherb 

Filipendula ulmeria Meadowsweet 

Galium aparine Cleavers 

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw 

Geranium pratense Meadow Crane's-bill 

Geum rivale Water Avens 

Glechoma hederacea Ground Ivy 

Heracleum sphondyleum Hogweed 

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear 

Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush 

Juncus effusus Soft Rush   Lamium album White Dead-nettle 

   Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling 

   Matricaria discoidea Pineapple Weed 

Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not 

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain 

Plantago major Greater plantain 



Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass 

Potentilla anserina Silverweed 

Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil 

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup 

Ranunculus repens Creeping buttercup 

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 

Rubus ideaus Raspberry 

Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel 

Rumex obtusifolia Broad-leaved Dock 

Silene latifolia White Campion 

Silene dioica Red Campion 

Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard 

Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle 

Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort 

Stellaria media Common Chickweed 

Taraxacum agg. Dandelion 

Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil 

Trifolium repens White Clover 

Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed 

Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle 

Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell 

Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell 

Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch 

Vicia sepium Bush Vetch 

 
WOODY FLOWERING PLANTS (HEDGEROWS NOT INCLUDED) 

Cytisus scoparius Broom 

Sambucus nigra                                           Elder 

Ulex europaeus                                            Gorse  

 
NON-FLOWERING PLANTS 

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail 

 
TOTAL 72 SPECIES 

    
BIRDS – (Just thought I’d put them in!)     
   
Sedge-warbler, Skylark, Whitethroat, Chiff-chaff, Wren, Willow-warbler, Song thrush, Chaffinch, 
Blackbird, Yellowhammer. Also Ringlet butterflies and Chimney-sweeper moths.       
  



PLANT CORNER 

 
Whenever one reads about habitats that have been lost in past decades in Britain, hay meadows always 
come high on the list.  When farming was far less mechanised and before the concept of producing sileage 
for winter fodder for the farm animals, haymaking was an essential activity on every livestock farm.  To 
farmers in those days the process would have seemed obvious.  Their management would roughly have 
followed this pattern: 
 
December to March  Meadows left clear of livestock.  
Early March   Start of lambing.  Ewes and lambs graze some meadows.  Farmyard manure is 
spread.  
Mid-May  Lambing ends and the meadows are cleared of livestock to allow the hay crop to 
grow.  
July and August  Hay is cut, turned, dried and baled.  Cattle are put in for a week or so then the 
meadows 

are ‘shut up’ for a few weeks so the grass can grow.  
September & October  Lambs graze in the meadows to fatten up.  
November   Tups run with the ewes. 
 
In different parts of the country, with their different climates, the timing of some of these events would 
have varied.  Even today, for example, it is traditional in Northumberland for lambing to start in early 
April, except on some of the hill farms when it will not happen until May.  But the principles would be the 
same. 
 
However, I wonder how many AWG members will have any clear idea of the species that are the classic 
members of a good quality hay meadow in Northumberland.  When 18 of us visited Burradon Windyside 
farm in June we began to see what good quality meadows look like and I thought it would be good to 
focus on some of the key species to look out for.  Also, of course, if you are thinking of embarking on the 
creation of a small meadow of your own, these are the species that will begin to let you know whether 
your techniques are being successful. 

 

 
 



One problem with selecting a set of ‘typical’ hay meadow species is that so much depends on two factors 
– how wet the meadow is and what type of soil it has.  Nevertheless, if we go for middle-of-the-road 
wetness, and a broadly neutral soil, the very first species we have to choose must be Yellow Rattle 
Rhinanthus minor.  This plant is a partial parasite on the roots of larger grasses and its presence is often 
vital to depress the vigour of aggressively dominant grasses like Cock’s-foot, Yorkshire Fog, Perennial Rye-
grass and False Oat-grass. 
 

The appearance of yellow-rattle (         left) is so distinctive that 
you should be in little doubt about it when you see it.  As I write 
this, the land around the ponds that have been created at Low 
Hedgeley (Powburn) from the now-finished gravel workings are 
absolutely full of yellow-rattle and as a result the big grasses are 
being kept well under control.  Admittedly the reason there is so 
much of this plant is down to the seed mix the estate has used 
to re-seed these areas, but frankly if you don’t introduce it 
deliberately and just wait for it to appear by chance, you may 
never end up with a decent meadow. 

Often, when the meadow is particularly dry or very well-drained 
on sandy, gravelly soils, another vividly yellow species is often 
present in large amounts.  Lesser Bird-s-foot-trefoil Lotus 
corniculatus is a lovely, cheerful, low-growing plant.  As its buds 
develop they are usually tipped with orange-red, so it is 
sometimes a bit of a surprise when they open up as rich yellow 
(         below), often in sizeable patches.  There is a variety which is 

taller and more upright, with larger leaflets and 
flowers that is sometimes found in hay meadow seed 
mixes. 

 

The other major constituent species that add to the 
yellow theme are the buttercups.  At Burradon 
Windyside the fields in mid-June were a sea of yellow 
caused mainly by meadow buttercups.  There are 
three common species and the one that is most likely 
to be dominant in any given meadow will largely 
depend on how wet the conditions are. 

Bulbous Buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus prefers the 
drier meadows.  You can quite easily tell if you’ve got bulbous buttercup by looking under the petals at 
the yellow sepals which, in this species, are bent right down against the stem.  Meadow Buttercup R. acris 
is the tallest of the three and prefers moderately moist soils.  With this one the sepals are not reflexed 
and the length of stem under the flower does not have any grooves in it.  Last there is the Creeping 
Buttercup R. repens which can be such a nuisance as a garden weed.  In this species the flowers look very 
like the previous species, but the flower stalk has shallow grooves running lengthwise along it.  You can 
also use the leaves to tell the three species apart, but it’s often easier to use the flower characters. 



       

           Bulbous Buttercup - reflexed sepals          Meadow Buttercup - ungrooved stalk            Creeping Buttercup - grooved stalk 

An important constituent of good hay meadows are the two common clovers.  Red Clover Trifolium 
pratense is often fairly prostrate in its growth habit when the surrounding vegetation is short, but as 
competition for light increases during the season it can become reasonably tall.  If you find clover leaves 
at non-flowering times of year you can usually tell the red clover foliage by the fact that the leaves are 
quite hairy and often have the pale V-shaped markings that show in the photo. 

White Clover T. repens is a smaller plant, growing closer to the ground, but it spreads sideways vigorously 
by having horizontal stems that regularly root at the nodes.  The leaves are not hairy and even if they have 
pale markings, they are less pronounced than in red clover.  Both clover species can thrive in poor soils 
because they have nitrogen-fixing bacteria in swollen root nodes, as do many members of the Pea family 
to which they belong.  They are also most important nectar plants for bees and other pollinating insects. 

     

In the photograph on the first page of this article are three more species to look out for.  In the foreground 
the blue-purple flowers are either Meadow Crane’s-bill Geranium pratense or Wood Crane’s-bill G. 
sylvaticum.  The colour of the flowers in the photo isn’t definitive, but the leaves look more like the less 
heavily divided ones of Wood Crane’s-bill.  The photos below show the two species. In hay meadows you 
may find both, but Wood Crane’s-bill is more of a hay meadow specialist in Northumberland. 



             

   Meadow Crane’s-bill        Wood Crane’s-bill 

The white flower heads of Pignut Conopodium majus can also be clearly seen in the photo.  This is a 
smallish umbellifer (member of the family now called Apiaceae).  If you dig one up you find an 
underground knobbly tuber which apparently has a nutty flavour.  Pigs appear to like it, as, apparently, 
do children which, please note, is not a recommendation from me that you should go around digging up 
and eating pignut tubers.  The other feature of the plant is that it is the main food source for the larvae 
of the small black Chimney Sweeper moth.  

The third typical species of hay meadows that you can see in the photo is the 
rather unremarkable Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata, which, of course, 
is found very commonly everywhere (          right).     

I haven’t mentioned Dandelion Taraxacum agg. and I won’t sink to showing 
an illustration of one.  This is not least because there are dozens of ‘micro-
species’ of dandelion which are hard to tell apart and which, if I were to show 
a photo of a dandelion, it would probably turn out to be one of the micro-
species that actually isn’t found in typical hay meadows. 

That leaves one last species to mention which is often found in the hay 
meadows, but also commonly in habitats such as road verges.  Common 
Knapweed Centaurea nigra is a rather coarse-feeling, stiff, upright plant that 
is also sometimes called ‘Hard-heads’.  It comes into flower rather later than 
some of the hay meadow species, and usually stands out with its red-pink 
thistle-like flower heads (          below). 



 

There are many other species that will be present in good-quality hay meadows, but perhaps the ones 
I’ve highlighted are sufficient to set the scene for what you might particularly look out for.  

Richard 
  



STEWCHAT. 

 
SATURDAY 12TH JUNE 2021 
For some reason I couldn't sleep on Saturday so got up early to do the moth trap. Numbers still aren't up 
to usual standards but 97 moths of 36 species is enough to keep the interest going. After the catch was 
processed and photographs taken, it was time to up date our local moth page on Facebook. 

It was while sat at the desk editing images that the Northumberland WhatsApp Rare Birds group came to 
life. A photo was uploaded, showing the departure of a Swift with a white rump low over water at East 
Chevington reserve. Even the rear-on image looked to me that it was not an aberrant Common Swift. The 
bird was banking over showing a very slim pointed wing vertical to the water. Knowing the extreme 
transient nature of 'Apus' the image was taken at 7.30am and there was no further news by 9am. As the 
day warms, insects would rise on thermals and so will the swifts. It was currently cool and cloudy. 

Then at around 9.30 information was released saying that the bird was still present, with no identification 
as yet. 

With fixed plans for the afternoon, if I was going to have a look I better go now, so that’s what happened. 
Arriving at a queue of cars parked along the lane side at Chev, the news was that it had not been seen for 
20 minutes, however when I saw Tom Cadwallender he told me the bird was still here but away up at the 
far north of the reserve near Druridge Bay Country Park. 

The car was given a 10 point turn and I headed up to the park, parking the car right beside the north 
entrance to the reserve coast track. As I made my way south, three birders were stopped on the track 
around 100 metres away looking towards the lake. I assumed they were watching the bird, but no sooner 
had I built my hopes up, they all just carried on wandering down to the west facing hide. 

By now I was almost at their spot. Looking toward the hide, a birder was watching through his binoculars 
but he was facing directly north, an area above some trees to my right, so I stopped and scanned. With 
the naked eye, nothing. The bird could be more distant so a scan with the bins was similarly empty, then 
all of a sudden one bird came into my field of view and it had a huge wrap around white rump! It came 
very close giving excellent views against the trees. Immediately it could be seen not to be a Common 
Swift, its shape was all wrong with a narrow waist and slim more pointed wings it scythed around with 
Common Swifts and to me, was all day long a Pacific Swift! 

After a couple of minutes it flew back down to the water so I headed to the hide where around 20 birders 
stood around outside. Someone asked 'Well, what is it?'  'Its a Pacific isn’t it!' was my excited response 
only to be doused by a 'Is it though?' by very experienced birders. White-rumped Swift was not eliminated. 
This was a bird I have no experience of but I have seen Pacific Swift in China. If only we had a field guide 
because given these brilliant views, there isn't really a danger of confusion. We commented on the 
slimmer structural build, the pale scalloped under parts and the size. Some felt it should be bigger than 
Common Swift, but guide measurements show them to be the same. By now it was a big event with lots 
of people taking photographs so no doubt its identification would be confirmed soon. I left after an hour, 
not believing what had just happened. After last week’s stint, now this! Northumberland is getting some 



great birds again this year. By the time I was home, the information services were posting images of the now 
identified Pacific Swift and everyone was getting good views. I could get on with today's plans quite happy... 

FRIDAY 25TH JUNE 2021 
 
You will often see in this newsletter that I spend some time when the weather is good, inland on the 
moors around Alnwick.  

We tend to prefer nice summer days in these places for dragonflies, butterflies, plants etc, but over the 
years we have enjoyed some interesting finds away from sites that are more popular. Things like Green 
Hairstreak, Emperor Moth, Adders, Broad bodied Chaser, Goshawk, Orange Underwing, Birds Nest Orchid, 
Ring Ouzels, Large Heath, Gold ringed Dragonfly etc have all brightened a 'quiet' Sunday morning. 

But what of the times of day when we don't usually visit? Late evening and dusk in particular. We have 
often mooted checking places out for Nightjars and have never really gotten around to it. Keen for a 
change, this was to be 'the year'.  

Over the dry spell recently we have made a couple of crepuscular trips out to see what we could find and 
have not been disappointed.  

Its quite a walk to get to the main spot but we arrived in time to hear the first birds begin 'churring' at 
10pm. At first distant, but after a few minutes some sounded closer and there were a few 'goowick' calls 
too. These birds are so mysterious in looks and lifestyle, they are a highlight in any birding calendar so to 
have birds flying around our heads all to ourselves was truly life affirming! 

 
Figure 1: My Notes of the bird, a first for Northumberland. 

 



A white splashed male came down the ride and circled me at about 20 feet radius. Wing claps and 
'gwick' calls looked either inquisitive or warning me. Then we had three together chasing around like 
outsized swifts, not at all bothered by our presence. One male landed giving great views on a fallen 
branch while a female landed nearby and began catching moths in the manner of a giant Spotted 
Flycatcher. She would drop off her perch low to the deck, swish around and then back to the same 
vantage point. All no more than 20 yards away for around 10 minutes. 

In this game you are totally against the clock. Birds began showing at 10.10pm but by 10.35pm its 
getting too dark to pick them out except as silhouettes, but that 25 minutes is fantastic! 

The next time we are out looking for insects in warm sunshine we will be thinking that out there, 
hunkered down in the bark are these animated leaf birds sitting maybe watching us through a squinted 
eye...Its not all Nightjars either, this scarce Ash-black Slug Limax cinereoniger, the largest of the UK slugs 
attracted attention while waiting for the birds to show, plus Cuckoo, Snipe, Redpolls galore almost in the 
dark, 2 Sand Martins low through the trees, again in near darkness were very odd. A barking Roe buck 
added to the ambience.    

 

  

 
Figure 2: A female Nightjar landed right beside us. 

 



SUNDAY 27TH JUNE 2021 
Thursday was our warmest day of the year so far at 25 degrees, not bad for Northumberland. Then on 
Friday it had dropped by 14 degrees to 11 with a northerly wind and rain. Saturday was pretty much the 
same. Grim. Then Sunday was meant to be cloudy but fair so we headed to Boulmer as there would 
probably be not much invert activity inland. How wrong could we be? It was another warm and sunny day 
as if the previous two had never happened. 

Boulmer was 'June quiet' except for visitors. There was a 100km challenge 'Race to the Castle' from 
Whitley Bay to Seahouses taking place over three days. This provided a constant trail of able and not so 
able participants along our route.  

Birds were less noticeable - Common Scoter 20 N , Manx Shearwater 10 N, Puffin 20+N, Turnstone 30+, 
Dunlin 10+, Ringed Plover 10+ and the first 2 returning Redshank after a few blank weeks for them. On 
the rocks were 5 Golden Plover, 33 Curlew and 4 Bar tailed Godwit, 1 in full summer plumage flew N. 4 
Goosanders were in the haven. 

At a loose end, we milled around the car park and beach. The car park Stonechats had brood 2 on the 
wing. A few day trippers stopped to look at what all the 'tacking' was about as they passed the breeding 
site to the beach. Flowers were quite interesting too with Hanbane, Dwarf Mallow, Hedgerow Cranesbill 
and a bright orangy form of Birds Foot Trefoil. 

It just shows that even quiet days can turn out interesting if we are prepared to look a bit closer. 

Stewart Sexton. 
  

 
Figure 3: Ash-black Slug 

 

 
Figure 4: Henbane, a rare plant in Northumberland. 

 



A RINGERS YEAR 

JUNE 2021:  As already suspected this year is looking like an extremely poor one for nesting Barn Owls.  
The Spring weather – with snow, rain and cold – suppressed their food supply of small mammals and 
made it difficult for them to catch what was available (Barn Owls cannot hunt in the rain).  After checking 
100 odd nests sites we have only found 15 with eggs (and two of those are Kestrels) on my simple stats 
that’s 15% occupancy, while 30% would be more like average (and it was over 50% last year).  Now there 
are another 20 sites where owls are present; sometimes it’s just a single bird, sometimes it’s a pair – so 
these may be late nesters – with young right into September.  We will return to ring owlets in July but 
Alison and I had one nice surprise – checking a box in a farm hemmel north of Wooler (in an obscure 
location) on the 24th June.  This was the discovery of one healthy owlet of about 30 days old which we 
ringed; certainly the most advanced we know about but ringed around one month later than the first one 
last year! (see attached picture). 

We have mostly finished Nest Recording the small passerine birds that use nest boxes (mostly tits) but 
this has also included a nest of Blackbirds that decided to use an open box at a Caravan Site – on a wall 
directly above the Wardens Office and Living quarters.  They clearly felt safe being close to people that 
they trusted – and had a grand-stand view of all the visitors coming into and out of the site!  My new C 
ringer processed four young on the 5th.   Close by in a flimsy bit of hedge near the Asst. Wardens 
accommodation we also found a nest of Chaffinch that we were able to watch from the building stage 
right through to ringing five young.  Its perhaps worth noting that Blackbirds, Thrushes and finches etc. 
will continue to nest in gardens until August.  It is most definitely illegal for a Farmer to cut a hedge until 
September… So please resist the temptation to go around undertaking hedge cutting exercises in your 
garden this time of year!   

Last month I reported on finding a ‘drowned’ Chiffchaff (warbler) nest of eggs close to the ground (as they 
always are); I am pleased to report finding another near Longhorsley where I was able to ring 6 pulli. 

I don’t usually open up the Howick Ringing Station properly until the middle of July but at the request of 
a Professor from Newcastle University we put on a session on the 17th for Masters degree students as 
part of their Field Course.  The idea was to add to their education about wild birds and introduce them to 
techniques of catching and processing birds that they might find useful in future studies and surveys.  
During the course of the morning, we captured 19 new birds and 3 retraps.  The new birds included the 
‘resident’ Coal, Blue and Great Tits; Robin, Dunnock (an accentor not a sparrow); Blackbird, Siskin (not 
usual for this site); Long Tailed Tit and a young Great Spotted Woodpecker.  Several people thought this 
was a male – because it had a red head but it was a juvenile because all ‘this years’ hatched woodpeckers 
have a red ‘tonsure’ on their crown (see pict.).  It is only in a couple of months’ time, when the bird moults 
that it loses this feature and the males develop a red patch on the back of their neck.  Also in the new 
birds was an adult male Blackcap (warbler) which - unusually for a male – shows a Brood Patch because 
the male blackcap does do some incubating.  There was also a pair of chiffchaffs which were useful 
because we had an opportunity to show how you can reliably distinguish them from Willow Warblers by 
checking the detailed ‘Wing Formula’.  I always get amused at how many birdwatchers will look at one of 
these on the top of a tree and pronounce its one or the other species based on little evidence.  They really 
are difficult to tell apart unless of course they sing. 

I have mentioned I have a newly qualified ‘C’ Ringer who is now able to undertake ringing without my 
supervision; she has adopted a wood near Longframlington to start some ringing studies of her own.  
Setting up for the first time she had several excellent catches.  One was an adult male Restart (see pict.) 
almost certainly breeding; that no-one really would guess nested in this wood.  It’s not really the standard 
open mixed woodland with some oak etc. that they usually frequent.  This species migrates of course to 
Africa in the winter.  The other was two adult Yellowhammer (buntings) which you might expect to find 
in a flock on the edge of the wood in the winter but to find them this time of year was interesting.  Further 
interesting was the fact that both looked ‘male’ based on the brightness of their ‘head’ plumage (see 



pict.).  However, closer study suggested one was a female with a very obvious Brood Patch and yes, some 
male birds do incubate (note the Blackcap mentioned above) but this bird had a very female shaped lower 
belly.  A subsequent ringing session has found Marsh Tit in this wood; together with lots of Nuthatch and 
some Bullfinch. 

Finally, I have to mention the Mute Swans at Howick that can be identified based on their coloured rings.  
The formerly resident female (Ring: ZJX) has been on the pool for a couple of weeks but on the 27th there 
was trouble as a new pair had flown in.  Scrutiny discovered that these were an unmarked female bird 
and the former resident male XJP.  The problem was that XJP was not wanting to tolerate his former mate 
XJX sharing the pool and went so far as to chase her up the bank and out of the water (she subsequently 
came and asked us for some food).  Her problem is that she has started moulting and probably will be 
unable to fly for a few weeks; so its difficult for her to avoid the aggressive male – who is a couple of Kg 
heavier than she is.  As mentioned in a previous month she is also 18 years old; which explains why she 
seems to have stopped breeding. 

In July we will hopefully ring some more young Barn Owls; some Kestrels and start at the Howick Ringing 
Station.  If you think you have a Barn Owl nesting near you; please let me know. 

Best Regards 

Phil Hanmer S Ringer/Trainer; Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum).  
E-mail: tytoalbas@btinternet.com 

 

  

Great Spotted Woodpecker juvenile Redstart Male 

  

Barn Owl nestling Yellow hammer 
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NATURE NEWS – MAY / JUNE 

Spring merged neatly into early summer.  For the most part, the weather has been dry and at times, warm.  
Rain has been restricted to days rather than long spells persistent wet.  There has been a predominance 
of easterly to northerly winds that has kept temperatures in check for periods. 

At home, it was not until late May that our House martins appeared and it took them a while before 
renovation work on their nest started.  This was mainly due to the cold weather and probably the lack of 
mud.  Eggs were laid and probably hatched in the last 10 days of June as on several days there was a great 
deal of House martin excitement.   

Once the House martins decided to settle, the House sparrows returned to ‘Hole in the wall’.  Was this 
coincidence or was it part of a bizarre House sparrow antagonism strategy.  The male House sparrow has 
been singing from the gutters just to make sure that the House martins know he is boss.  Food is being 
taken into the nest and hopefully we will see the first youngsters poking their heads out of the ‘Hole in 
the wall’. 

Activity in the backyard has been dominated by bees and wasps.  Two Common wasp nests are 
successfully developing their broods in our House sparrow nest boxes.  One wasp nest is much more active 
than the other.  This is not the first time that we have had wasp nests.  A previous attempt was successful 
until late July, when it was discovered by flies (blue-bottle type) that would station themselves at the 
entrance.  When the coast was clear, they would enter the hole only to be chased out by wasps.  These 
flies must have laid their eggs in the nest as a week to 10 days later the nest was no more.  Wasp 
interaction can be interesting.  A buzzing ball of invertebrate came into the house one day – I could not 
work out what was going on until one wasp left via the window leaving another dead wasp on the 
windowsill.  I will never know whether these wasps were from the same nest or one was an intruder. 

 

   
Figure 5:  Tree bee    Figure 2: Cuckoo bee - Chrysis ignita 

 
 
A Tree bee has also taken up residence in a crack in a neighbouring property.  At the moment, the nest 
is not too big but it is active even at relatively low temperatures. 
May / June is a good time to watch Red mason bees actively creating their nests in the cracks and old 
raw plug holes in our brickwork.  The interactions are worth watching, as each bee makes a decision 
whether or not to use the hole.  Once the selection has been made, a prey item is deposited in the hole 
and the hole is blocked up using mud.  This activity often attracts the attention of the Cuckoo wasp 
Chrysis ignita, which is a parasitoid on mason bees. 



The office list has increased significantly in the last two months.  The total number of species stands at 
363 at present; Plants 178, Bryophytes 28, Fungi 10, Invertebrates 62, Amphibians 1, Birds 71 and 
Mammals 13.  As yet no moth trap has been set, which should increase the list significantly. 
Figure 3:  Golden-ringed dragonfly    Figure 4: Tapered drone fly. 

Plant highlights include the discovery of Hairy brome and Lady fern in the mixed woodland. A good 
number of arable weeds have appeared including Fat hen, Corn spurrey and Poppy.  The plant list is still 
not exhausted and is not bad for a farm where there are few ‘natural’ areas.   
The recent rain has seen the appearance of a few fungi.  The most striking and smelliest is the Stinkhorn 
fungus.  The invertebrate list has been increasing steadily.  Surprisingly, good range of butterflies have 
been found including Small skipper and Small heath.  Dragonflies have included Golden-ringed and 
Large red damselfly.  A good selection of bees and hoverflies have been discovered including the 
Cuckoo bee Chysis ignita, Marsham’s nomad bee, Tapered drone fly, Pellucid fly and a good range of 
hoverflies including Rhingia campestris.   
Weasel was added to the species list after being found dead on a track possibly being predated by the 
local Buzzard.   
The bird list has grown and included species such as visiting Lapwing, Swift, Garden warbler, 
Whitethroat and Sand martin.  The most surprising addition was the discovery of two Moorhens on a 
very small farm pond. 

Stay safe. 
Jack Daw 

  



BURRADON WINDYSIDE HAY MEADOW VISIT 

Seventeen willing souls found their way to Burradon Windyside on the 12th June. Our host, Kevin Wharf 
gave us a wonderful account of the management of the farm and the on-going improvements to increase 
biodiversity. 

The meadows were looking at their very best despite the cold weather in May.  Kevin described how the 
land had been turned from arable ground to functioning flower-rich hay meadows about 20 years ago.  
The drive to create the meadows was to try to farm the land sustainably.  This has resulted in seeing the 
opportunity to harvest and dry native seed that can be sold to those that wish to create and manage their 
own flower-rich meadows.  The Wharf’s are not just satisfied with the current status of their meadows 
and are continually looking to botanically improve their meadows by collecting seed from other meadows 
within Northumberland.   

We learnt that there are important elements to meadow creation.  Yellow rattle is a parasite on grasses.  
Eyebright also helps in establishment as it reduces the vigour of White clover and some grass species.  
Once the vigour of the grasses has been reduced plants such as Ribwort plantain, Meadow buttercup, Ox-
eye daisy, Red clover and orchids become established. 

There are a number of benefits from having a native sward.  The general health of the farm animals seems 
to increase and there is less need to use routine wormers and veterinary drugs.  This has a knock-on effect 
on the numbers and diversity of invertebrates especially those associated with dung.  Numbers of chafers 
have increased dramatically on the farm in the last 10 years.  We looked at several areas that had not 
been cut the previous year.  Kevin explained the benefits that he had seen in the numbers of invertebrates 
such as grasshoppers and spiders that he has seen.  There has been positive effects on grass growth as 
none cut areas were greener and visited more often by sheep in the cold spring (when new grass was at 
a premium).  This will also have knock on effects on helping to soak up moisture and increasing soil organic 
matter. 

The hedges on the farm are probably some of the best in Northumberland.  A programme of restoration 
and laying has created valuable habitat for a wide range of species.  The next step is to create ‘scrubby’ 
corridors (10m wide) next to the hedges that will provide further benefits for farmland birds such as 
Yellowhammers and woodland species such as Warblers and Redstarts (all of which are relatively 
common on the farm). 
Finally, we made a brief visit to look at the ‘engine-room’ of the farm – the 14 Longhorn cattle.  These are 
particularly important for creating a diversity within the sward that will hopefully enhance the biodiversity 
of the farm.  Kevin and Gillian’s short-term aim is to recreate species-grassland across the farm that will 
eventually allow livestock to roam freely across their fields. 

We thanked the Wharf’s for their hospitality and a fantastic walk.  Since the beginning of June 2021, 95 
people have visited the Windyside’s meadows to enjoy the spectacle and learn more about farming 
sustainably for wildlife. 

George Dodds 



SIGHTINGS JUNE  2021 

BIRDS  
Great-crested Grebe 3 at Branton Ponds on 20th 2 plus 2 young at East Chevington on 20th 
Manx Shearwater 10 off Boulmer on 27th 
Spoonbill 1 at Cresswell Pond on 13th 
Common Scoter 1 at Branton Ponds on 3rd and 4th 20 off Boulmer on 27th 
Eider 5 females with 22 ducklings in Craster Harbour on 15th 
Osprey 1 near Holystone on 10th 
Red Kite 2 near Whittingham on 10th 1 over Powburn on 11th   
Marsh Harrier 2 at East Chevington on 4th and on 20th 
Common Buzzard 3 at Howick Hall on 17th 
Quail 1 calling at Chillingham Barns on 1st 
Water Rail 1 calling at East Chevington on 20th 
Avocet 4 at Newton Scrape on 24th 

Turnstone 30+ at Boulmer on 27th 
American Golden Plover 1 at Cresswell Pond on 13th 
Little Stint 1 on Blyth Estuary on 6th 
Red-necked Stint 1 on Blyth Estuary from 5th for several days and an 8th for Britain. 
Curlew 33 at Boulmer on 27th 
Whimbrel 2 at Holy Island on 17th 
Bar-tailed Godwit 4 at Boulmer on 27th 
Black-tailed Godwit 1 at Newton Scrape on 24th 
Common Sandpiper 9 at Hedgeley Lakes on 27th 
Wood Sandpiper 1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 27th 
Arctic Skua 1 at Craster on 21st 
Great Skua 1 at Craster on 29th 
Little Gull 1 at Cresswell Pond on 13th 1 at Low Newton on 23rd and 2 on 28th 

Roseate Tern 1 off Howick on 27th 
Sandwich Tern 2 off Howick on 27th   
Black Tern 1 at Long Nanny on 11th 
Puffin 20+ off Boulmer on 27th 
Cuckoo 4 on Beanley Moor on 6th 1 at Ford Moss on 24th 
Nightjar 1 at Beanley Woods on 3rd  and 2 on 15th 
Pacific Swift 1 at East Chevington on 12th a first for the county. 
Grey Wagtail A family of 5 at Branton all month. 3 at Felton Bridge on 2nd 
Common Redstart 1 in Harthope Valley on 5th 1 at Beanley Woods on 6th 4 at Holystone 

Woods on 29th 
Whinchat 3 in Harthope Valley on 5th 
Ring Ouzel 1 at Hawsen Burn on 5th   
Cetti’s Warbler 2 at East Chevington on 2nd 

Grasshopper Warbler 2 at East Chevington on 2nd 
Reed Warbler 4 at East Chevington on 20th 
Great Reed Warbler 1 at East Chevington on 4th and still there on 13th 
Lesser Whitethroat 1 at Holy Island on 3rd 1 at Branton on 9th 
Garden Warbler 5 at Branton Ponds on 15th including 3 young. 1 at Ford Moss on 24th 
Long-tailed Tit 12 at Howick Hall on 17th 14 at Ford Moss on 24th 
Bearded Tit 3 at East Chevington on 4th and again on 20th 
Spotted Flycatcher 1 at Branton on 9th 2 in Beanley Woods on 9th 1 at Branton Ponds on 

24th 1 at Branton on 30th 
Raven 4 at Dunstanburgh on 8th 



Rose-coloured Starling 1 at Chatton on 17th coming to fatballs. 
Linnet 10 at East Chevington on 20th 25 at Ford Moss on 24th 
Common Crossbill 5 at Beanley Woods on 6th 

Yellowhammer 4 at Ford Moss on 24th 
INVERTEBRATES  
Green Tiger Beetle Many in Beanley Woods on 6th 
Rhagium bifasciatum 1 at Branton on 4th 
Dinocras cephatotes 1 at Branton on 6th 
14 spot Ladybird 1 at Branton on 2nd 
Red and Black Froghopper Many at Branton Ponds on 6th 
Blue-tailed Damselfly Several at Branton Ponds on 3rd many at East Chevington on 20th 
Common Blue Damselfly Many at Branton Ponds on 3rd 
Emerald Damselfly 2 at Hawkhill on 28th 
Azure Damselfly 1 at Branton Ponds on 4th 
Four-spotted Chaser 4 at Beanley Woods on 12th 3+ at Branton Ponds on 27th 15 at 

Lemmington Hall on 27th 

Golden-ringed Dragonfly 1 at Branton Ponds on 13th 
Broad-bodied Chaser 1 on Beanley Moor on 6th 2 at East Chevington on 13th 
Ruby-tailed Wasp 1 at Branton on 4th 
Small Heath 5 at Ford Moss on 24th 
Large Skipper 2 at East Chevington on 13th 1 at Branton Ponds on 16th 
Painted Lady 1 at Newham Bog on 3rd 
Wall 4 near Longhosley on 18th 
Orange Tip 12 at Howick Hall on 13th 
Small Copper 3 at Lemmington Hall on 27th 
Common Blue Several at Holy Island on 27th 2 at Ford Moss on 24th 
Speckled Wood Many at Branton Ponds on 24th 2 at Howick Hall on 13th 
Ringlet 1 at East Chevington on 20th several at Branton Ponds on 24th 1 at Ford 

Moss on 24th 
Dark-green Fritillary Many at Holy Island on 27th 

Meadow Brown 1 at Branton Ponds on 24th 2 at Ford Moss on 24th 
Lattice Heath moth 2 near Longhorsley on 18th 
Burnet Moth sp 100’s at Holy Island on 27th 
Green Carpet 1 at Howick on 3rd 
Grass Rivulet 2 at Howick on 3rd 
Scorched Wing 1 at Lemmington Hall on 21st 
Bordered White 1 at Branton on 16th 
Beautiful Golden Y 3 at Lemmington Hall on 21st 
Narrow-winged Pug 1 at Howick on 3rd 
Nut Tree Tussock 1 at Howick on 3rd 
Lunar Thorn 3 at Howick on 3rd 
White Ermine 6 at Lemmington Hall on 21st 
Fox Moth 1 at Branton on 13th 

Puss Moth 1 at Branton on 1st 
Ruby Tiger 1 at Branton on 23rd 
Flame Shoulder 2 at Lemmington Hall on 21st 
Pale Prominent 1 at Howick on 3rd 
Pebble Prominent 1 at Branton on 1st 
Coxcomb Prominent 1 at Branton on 9th and on 23rd 
Scalloped Hazel 2 at Branton on 3rd 1 at Howick on 3rd 



Poplar Hawk-moth 2 at Branton on 6th 1 at Howick on 3rd 
Small Elephant Hawkmoth 1 at Branton on 18th 
Elephant Hawk-moth 1 at Branton on 3rd 1 at Lemmington Hall on 21st 

PLANTS  
Purple Milk Vetch At Holy Island on 3rd 
Henbane At Boulmer on 27th 
Dwarf Mallow At Boulmer on 27th 
Butterwort A large flush near Quarry House on 19th 
Hoary Cress At Newbiggin on 9th 
Sea Milkwort At Holy Island on 3rd   
Sea Sandwort At Holy Island on 3rd 
Lesser Meadow Rue At  Hadston Carr on 27th 
Hounds Tongue At Hadston Carr on 27th 
Dyer’s Greenweed At East Chevington on 20th 
Houndstongue 1 plant at Holy Island on 27th 
Bloody Cranesbill At East Chevington on 20th 

Birds-nest Orchid 4 spikes at Howick Hall on 13th 
Common Twayblade At Holy Island on 3rd and on 27th 
Marsh Helleborine Several at Holy Island on 27th 
Northern Marsh Orchid At Holy Island on 3rd and lots on 27th 1 at East Chevington on 20th 
Common Spotted Orchid At East Chevington on 20th 
Pyramidal Orchid Several at Holy Island on 27th 
Lesser Butterfly Orchid At East Chevington on 20th 
Flowering Rush At Branton Ponds on 15th 
Marsh Valerian At Newham Bog on 3rd 
Chickweed Wintergreen In Beanley Woods on 6th 
REPTILES  
Slow Worm 1 at Branton Ponds on 2nd 
Adder 1 baby at Branton Ponds on 9th and another at Brandon Ford on 10th 

MAMMALS  
Hedgehog 1 in Branton all month, 
Brown Hare Large numbers in the area all month. 
Fox 1 at Craster on 9th 
Stoat A family group of 12 near Quarry House on 19th 
Bottle-nosed Dolphin 8 at Dunstanburgh on 8th 12 at Cullernose on 15th 7 at Craster on 16th 
OBSERVERS I&K Davison, G Dodds, M&J Drage, A Hall, P&A Hanmer, 
 A Keeble, J Rutter, S Sexton, P Watson, AWG. 

 

 
 
 
Please send sightings reports for July, no later than 6th August 2021 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The Bungalow, 
Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk 
Copies of the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after the 
paper publication.  

AWG welcomes contributions for the newsletter and items for inclusion should be submitted by the 12th of 
the month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk 
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2021 WALKS  
 
Since the last newsletter we’ve been to East Chevington and we’ve done the road verge survey near 
Wark on Tweed.  David Turnbull’s excursion on Alnwick Moor will be done before this newsletter gest to 
you, so there are only two walks left of the ones we scheduled.  If you have an idea for something extra 
we could add (perhaps in August or October), do get in touch (rjpoppleton@outlook.com).  If the 
weather looks bad and you want to check if a walk is going ahead, please work on the assumption that 
things have to be pretty awful for us to cancel, but if necessary ring Richard on 01665 578346 before 8.30 
on the day. 
 
 
SATURDAY 31st July Ford & Etal Plant Surveys – Richard Poppleton 
 

Lord James Joicey at Ford & Etal has requested some help with building up some plant data for a couple 
of sites on his land near Ford.  This should provide an opportunity for members who would like to get 
some more experience at identifying plants in the field.  The first site is by the river Till just upstream of 
Ford Bridge.  The second is an area of wet meadow between Ford and Etal.  Not a lot of walking – plenty 
of stopping and checking plants.  Unless it has been particularly dry, wellies might be the best choice.  If 
you have a plant field guide and/or a hand lens, please bring them.  There’ll also be birds around, so 
binoculars might be good.  Meet at 10.30 in the fishermen’s car park on the B6354 almost opposite the 
point where the B6353 from Crookham joins the road.  We’ll aim to be finished and back at the cars by 
1.00pm. 
OS Landranger 74.  OS Explorer 339 (east sheet).  Grid Ref NT 935 372 
 
 
SATURDAY 11th Sept       Craster/Dunstanburgh circular – Michael & June Drage 
 

Through the Arnold Reserve, along the heughs, up to the castle and back via shoreline. Plants, birds, 
geology, seashore, maybe dolphins etc.  Meet at Craster main car park at 10.30am. Pay and display (no 
mobile signal so best to bring coins).  Distance approx 3 miles.  Easy walking but can be muddy after rain 
so boots advisable. Binoculars useful and you may want a camera to capture the cetaceans if they 
appear.  
OS Landranger 75 & 81 split the route, but it’s all on OS Explorer 332.  Grid Ref NU 257 197 
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