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OUR WEBSITE
Do you ever visit our Website www.alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk ? If you do – and we hope you do,
occasionally – you may have noticed that we have made some changes recently to most of the pages, to
bring some out-dated things up-to-date.
Our thanks are due to Barbara Welch, who oversees our website as well as ensuring our newsletters are
sent out every month, and to Des Taylor who deals with most things electronic for us and who uploaded
these recent website changes in almost no time flat. Without the work of these two dedicated members
we should find it really hard to maintain our high standard of newsletters and our website.
When Des dealt with the recent changes he did say that probably it was time for us to take a fresh look
at the site. He was thinking as much about ensuring that the security of our information would be better
protected by the most modern methods and, I think, also about the attractiveness of the site. We suspect
that among our 140 members there will be one or two who have experience with website design and
who would be willing to lend some of their expertise to work with our committee to see how the site
could be improved. If that’s you, could you please email Richard at rjpoppleton@outlook.co.uk so we
could discuss your possible involvement.

Please send sightings reports for October, no later than 6th November 2021 to: Ian & Keith Davison, The Bungalow,
Branton, Powburn, NE66 4LW or Tel: 01665 578 357 or email to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk Copies of
the monthly Newsletter and sightings will be made available on the web site one month after the paper publication.
AWG welcomes contributions for the newsletter and items for inclusion should be submitted by the 12th of the
month to redsquirrel@alnwickwildlifegroup.co.uk

OUR VENUE
Liz Spence, who is the manager/administrator of the St James’s Church Centre where we hold our
meetings, contacted us recently. She wanted us to know that when we have our meeting on 27th October
we may find that there is evidence of workmen having been active in the building and in our upstairs
meeting space. St James’s has started the process of replacing the sound system and the projector
arrangements for both the big spaces. As a result we can expect the whole sound system to be improved
(although as halls go it’s been quite good anyway), and for there to be new lapel microphones and a
hand-held mic that works. We may also find we are able to project our presentations direct from a laptop
without the need for a separate projector.
So, exciting times ahead for those of us who worry ahead of each meeting about whether the systems
are going to work properly. No change yet, though, to the refreshments situation and the October
meeting will still have to go ahead without any.

IDENTIFYING THINGS
Following the article in the September Newsletter about the difficulties with identification, one of our
members, Peter Peutherer, suggested that members might like to try the free mobile phone application
called Google Lens.
Peter said that once you’ve installed the app on your phone “You take a picture (it can be of anything
not just plants) then when you view the picture click on <Lens> at the bottom and it tries to match it
with anything in Google’s library. (I took a picture of a fishing fly and it matched it to a caddis fly it was
supposed to mimic)”. At the September meeting he showed me that he’d used that photo in my article
of the spider I’d struggled to identify and it came up with the correct answer
So perhaps that’s an idea to try. If you do try it out and you have success, perhaps that’s something you
could send in a short piece about for a future newsletter.
Richard

MEETING OF WEDNESDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2021
George welcomed the audience of 32 to the first meeting that has been possible since February 2020. This
meeting should have started with the brief AGM, but Richard had entirely forgotten about it and had not
brought the papers, so it was postponed until the October meeting. No-one present seemed dismayed by this
turn of events.
George’s ‘show and tell’ items were, firstly, a male Yellowhammer. This species has become much more
uncommon further south in Britain, but in our area there are still good sized flocks. Earlier this year George had
seen and counted a flock of well over 400 birds. He then produced a strange cluster of mini cones from a species
of Pine. If they had been sprayed gold or silver one could have assumed they were an artificial Christmas
decoration. George’s research suggested they were a cluster of male cones, but they looked far more like
miniature female cones, perhaps growing like this as a result of a viral infection or in response to an attack by a
parasitic insect.
Further wildlife comments noted the belated good numbers of butterflies in
September. Large numbers of Common Nettle-tap Moths Anthophila
fabriciana had been noted ( right). This micro-moth species seems, in our
area, to have good years and poorer ones and 2021 has been particularly
good.
Despite the dryness, this seems to be quite a good year for autumn fungi and
the waxcaps are appearing in numbers at their traditional sites.
Brown Hares seem to have been thriving in the last few years, to the extent
that some landowners are starting to complain about the crop damage they are causing.
On the bird front, Pink-footed Geese and Wigeon have begun to return to their coastal areas in large numbers
and George recommended Holy Island as a good place to see some spectacular flocks, particularly of Wigeon.
An Introduction to Wild Bees
Our speaker was Louise Hislop. She is an amateur entomologist with a particular interest in wild bees and her
enthusiasm and increasing expertise has led to her becoming the national Chair of the Bees, Wasps and Ants
Recording Society (BWARS).
Bees are essentially evolved wasps, and all these members of the Order Hymenoptera share the “wasp waist”
feature of their anatomy, although in hairy-bodied bees that is not always immediately obvious. They all have
two pairs of wings even though the smaller hind pair are often hard to see when the insect is at rest because
they are tucked under the forewings. The bees all have mouthparts adapted for pollen and nectar collection.

Some bee species show very marked sexual dimorphism, where the males are often smaller and look quite
different to both the queens and the female workers (which are usually just smaller versions of the queens).
The males also lack the pollen-collecting structures on their legs.
There are 24 species of bumblebees in the UK, of which six are ‘cuckoo bees’ which parasitise other species.
These cuckoos lack pollen baskets on the legs because they lay their eggs in the host nests and their larvae use
the food collected by the hosts. All the bumblebees are colonial insects, although none has a nest anything like
the size of honeybee nests. Different bumblebee species are adapted for feeding on different structures of
flowers, with the mouthparts differing in tongue length to suit different locations of the nectar in their chosen
flower types.
There are over 250 species of solitary bees, of which 76 are cuckoos. These solitary bees create nests, but they
do so individually and not as a colony. The life cycles of the colonial bees and the solitary bees are also different.
Bumblebee queens emerge from their winter hibernation in spring, although the different species tend to
emerge at different times. The queens forage for pollen and nectar and then retreat to a nest, often
underground in old mouse and vole burrows, where they lay their first clutch of eggs which will hatch as
workers. Because of this, for any one species there will be a time delay when the queens will seem to disappear
because they are in the nest. Once the first lot of workers have hatched they take over foraging duties and the
queen lays further eggs which, depending on the way they are tended and what they are fed on, will hatch as
more workers, or males or new queens. All the members of the colony will die before the onset of winter,
except for the new queens which hibernate until the next spring. In London, with its own special city
microclimate, some colonies have been shown to be able to survive over winter.
Solitary bees do things differently. The males emerge first from the nest, followed by the females and after
mating the males quite rapidly die – they usually last only two to four weeks. The mated females, which can
survive for six to eight weeks, either find or create brood tubes in plant stems or by digging in soil or mortar.
Each tube then has a single egg, topped up by a mass of nectar and pollen. Assuming the tubes are long enough,
a series of further eggs and food masses are laid in sequence along the length of each tube. This is why, if you
are providing artificial ‘bee hotels’ with bamboo or other plant stem tubes, the tubes ought to be 12 to 15 cm
long to allow a reasonable series of egg chambers to be created in each one. Eggs hatch into feeding larvae
which then metamorphose into pupae (chrysalises) which often over-winter.
Two common solitary species in our area are shown below:

Buffish mining bee Andrena nigroaenea

Tawny mining bee Andrena fulva

Not all bees are particularly good pollinators. Honeybees pack the pollen tightly in he pollen baskets on their
legs, so it is not too easy for it to get dislodged when they visit subsequent flowers. On the other hand the
Shaggy Furrow-bee has no pollen baskets but just carries the pollen mixed in the hairs on its body and legs and
pollen grains much more easily get to the anthers of the flowers they visit.

Shaggy Furrow-bee Lasioglossum villosulum

The media are often full of stories about the decline of bees, but as often as not they are really talking about
honeybees. In fact, the status of wild bees varies very much with different species. In Northumberland, for
example, the Common Carder bumblebee is doing particularly well, probably because it is a generalist feeder
and so has lots f choices of food sources. At the other extreme is the Tormentil Mining-bee which is a specialist
feeder on the little moorland yellow Tormentil flowers and so is at the mercy of the success or otherwise of
local populations of these flowers.
Most of the threats faced by bee populations are the obvious ones of climate change, habitat loss, changes in
farming practices and pests & diseases. In the case of this last one, it is common for poorly-managed honeybee
hives to be the source of parasites that then infect wild bees. Less obvious as a threat is the effect of invasive
species. In 2001 a continental bumblebee species, the Tree Bumblebee Bombus hypnorum, arrived in Britain
and in just 20 years it has spread to all parts of the country. In fact it is not a particular problem as a competitor
for our native bees, but because it often makes its nests in bird nest boxes and reacts very defensively to
disturbance or vibrations, it can seem by humans to be an unwelcome arrival.
The Buff-tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris presents a rather different issue. There are several continental
sub-species of this bee, some of which have rather different patterns of yellow banding on their bodies and,
more confusingly, some have white tails rather than buff tails. So, the problem here is that, as some of these
sub-species move north to the UK and through our country, the visual identification of Buff-tailed from Whitetailed Bombus lucorum becomes rather difficult and is made worse by the fact that even the white-tailed bee is
now understood to be an aggregate species with several separate species that are very hard to distinguish in
the field. This may not matter much to those with only a casual interest in bees, but to the specialist it throws
into question much of what has previously been understood about the distribution of these species.
After Louise’s talk there was a lively discussion about relationships between bumblebees and people. For those
who feel that some bumblebee species are problematic or even harmful to our interests, Louise’s message was
that in the end we need to learn to live with bees because of the major contributions they make to pollination
and biodiversity in Britain.

PLANT CORNER
It sometimes seems to me that botany can become too technical for the person who just has a general interest
in wildlife and the natural environment. Perhaps, in Plant Corner articles, I need occasionally to forget about
the rare species and the species that require time and effort to identify, and just concentrate on the things we
can see and fairly easily identify on general walks in the countryside.
In late September Jane and I went to Goswick sands and the extensive dune system that lies between the shore
on one side and the golf course and the main railway line on the other. At this time of year in coastal habitats,
botanists are often found seeking out different species of Oraches Atriplex spp. and Goosefoots Chenopodium
spp. But if we ignore those and just walk along the beach and in the dunes there are still quite a number of
quite common things still in flower.
We parked by the hump-backed bridge over the railway line and before we’d gone more than 20 metres we
found the white-flowered variant of the Common Stork’s-bill Erodium cicutarium. Later on there were plenty
of the more common pink-flowered plants and it was good to have seen both on the same walk.

White and pink-flowered variants of Common Stork’s-bill at Goswick

Not much further on we spotted the first of several specimens of
our County flower, Bloody Crane’s-bill Geranium sanguineum (
right). I’d not really expected to find any of these still flowering.
I’ve said in the past, and I’ll repeat it, that I don’t understand how
anyone could describe this flower colour as “bloody”, but both the
English name and the Latin say that it is.
After these first two finds we walked straight down to the beach
and went south on the sand. One of the flowers that thrives on
our Northumbrian beaches, usually at the top of the beach by the
strand line at the foot of the dunes, is Sea Rocket Cakile maritima.
Even this late in the season it was still remarkably fresh-looking.
Sea Rocket is an annual plant and inevitably, given its habitat, it is
extremely salt-tolerant. It has no system of rhizomes or runners,
so it is entirely dependent on seed dispersal for its reproduction. It copes with the wind-blown shifting sands
by putting down a long tap root – a habit it shares with many members of the Brassicaceae (Cabbage) family.
This not only helps it stay put but it can help to stabilise the more exposed face of the dune system.

Sea Rocket at Goswick

I’ve already said that we were out for a walk, not a botanical recording visit, so we didn’t go searching round
among the Marram and Lyme Grasses for less usual things, but as soon as we turned back from the beach into
the dunes we started seeing plenty of Lady’s Bedstraw Galium verum in flower. Particularly good, because it
was the only specimen we found, was the small patch shown below where the bedstraw is mixed with a small
plant of Common Restharrow Ononis repens. This species gets its name from the fact that in the past, in sandy
soils near the sea, the horse-drawn harrow would often get caught up in dense patches of the plant and be
brought to a halt. In the photo the yellow of the bedstraw contracts nicely with the pink of the restharrow.

The last of the species that particularly caught our eye was Hop Trefoil Trifolium campestre ( below). Once
again, I was a bit surprised that so much of it was still in flower, but unlike its relatives Lesser Trefoil and Black
Medick, the rather pale acid-yellow of the largish (for a trefoil) flower clusters make it stand out. The name
trefoil comes from the fact that the leaves always grow in clusters of three. This is also true of all the clovers –
except, of course, for the occasional specimen of ‘lucky four-leaved clover’ that you may come across in
otherwise unremarkable patches of white clover.

Hop Trefoil

Naturally there were other things. Among the “dandeliony” species were Autumn Hawkbit and Common Cat’sear and, while the flowers were over, there were plenty of the small dune Burnet Rose Rosa spinosissima with
good clusters of purple hips. This rose used to be called R. pimpinellifolia, so take your pick of lengthy Latin
names!

Altogether, not a taxing botanical walk, but full of interest.
Richard

STEWCHAT.
After no AWG newsletter piece in September, I am still late in getting this out for October! Anyone would think
it has been a busy bird filled autumn but no, the first part is correct, 'busy' but bird filled, no. I just haven't had
much time so here is a potted catch up.
Rather than birds keeping the Adrenalin flowing in October it has been invertebrates that have provided interest
over the last few days.
To start with, an arachnid came as a surprise. When the Wild Guides 'Britains Spiders' book came out I was
intrigued by a small spider that was almost only found on the smooth grey trunks of old Beech trees.
We have a few good candidates in the arboretum beside us so thought I would look sometime. That project
slipped my mind until 29th Sept when walking Peggy after work. We came down a steep woodland bank ending
up face to trunk with a massive tree. As I looked at the bulk of the timber, a small creature ran across. A spider!
Could it be the one from the book? By now I had forgotten its name and didn’t have my camera so tried to see
any marks on the long legged money spider. It had an obvious white band on the abdomen and thin striped
legs. As described, there were strands of web across the trunk too.
Sure enough, back home, a browse of the internet and check of the book showed the spider to be Invisible
Spider Drapetisca socialis. Since then I have checked and found another couple on different trees, so it must
be quite widespread.

Figure 1: Invisible Spider. It is tricky to see, sure enough.

Several visits to Boulmer have been slow for birds but a colour ringed Bar tailed Godwit in a flock of 29 was a
male bird of the year ringed in Norway, it has a yellow ‘flag on the right leg with black letters CNU and a red
colour ring on the left leg.
On 5th October a Northerly storm rattled some torrential rain along the coast. I walked the north end at
Boulmer hoping to find grounded migrants but returned to the car with rain running down my armpits under
my clothes and only a single Wheatear in the notebook. The following day the morning had a good passage of
wildfowl with 2,139 Wigeon, 5 Pintail, 2 Shoveler all heading North.
On 7th a warm plume of air from the Azores bathed us in an unseasonal 20 degrees and also dropped some
migrant moths in our village. A Gem was only the second here after one in 2010 plus Dark Sword-grass, Rush

Veneer, Silver Y and Diamond back. Our neighbour along at the farm did even better and caught a Delicate,
only the 15th record for Northumberland.

Figure 2 . From top left clockwise – The Delicate, The Gem, Rush Veneer, Dark Sword-grass all migrants
to Howick.

Another new species for me was a Diamond back look-a-like Rhigognostis incarnatella. The rare moth bounty
wasn't over just yet however. There was an even bigger surprise waiting.
Overnight on 10th it was cooler and there didn’t seem much activity around the lamp. The next morning it only
took a few minutes to identify and count the 20 moths of 16 species in the egg trays. That is until I noticed a
single moth lying in the bottom of the trap. A long looking, unusually shaped 'flame shoulder'. Flame Shoulder
is a common garden moth of early summer but this one looked very different.
I knew immediately what this was. The moth was soon processed, photographed and discussed with Tom Tams.
We agreed it was Northumberland’s first and most unlikely Radford's Flame Shoulder, a rare migrant of the
south coast and around 400 miles north of its main known range.
What an amazing record, maybe the moth of the decade here!
Now, all was not lost on the bird front either. On Friday 8th a visitor to Holy Island found Northumberland's 3rd
and only twitchable Red eyed Vireo along the Straight Lonnen. The previous two were only seen by the finders
so all county birders were interested in this one. I can remember being in awe of the first in 1988 and again
racing to the scene of the next in 2014 to no avail. However, this latest bird was much more polite and is still
present on day 5.

Figure 3. Centre Radford's Flame Shoulder. To the right, Flame Shoulder from the summer to
compare.

I went up on Saturday morning and managed a lot of short glimpses in thick cover then two longer more open
views. We went back on Sunday for another look but the breeze made it impossible so we left empty handed.
Not to worry I was pleased to update the list with my 357th county bird.

Figure 4. Northumberland's 3rd Red eyed Vireo all the way from the USA and Canada.

Figure 5. Red -eyed Vireo Notes.

Figure 6. Rhigognostis incarnatella, ascarce species up here. My first.

Now the Swallows have gone and the nights are drawing in by next months Newsletter, winter will be upon
us…
Stewart Sexton, Howick.

A RINGERS YEAR
SEPT 2021: Returns from the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) this month confirmed the age of some of this
years (very few) nesting Barn Owls. One successful pair (at Netherwitton) were in their box from March and
were always present on the three times we visited; successfully raising one owlet. The female was ringed near
Heighley Gate, Morpeth in 2014 in her nest and so is now 7 years old; while the male was ringed in the National
Park in the upper Breamish Valley in 2017 as an adult. Hence, he must be 5 years old but could be older.
Another entirely new pair took over a traditional site near Wooler and raised two young. Here the male was
only a year old, having been ringed near Wooler in his own nest only the year before. The female had not been
encountered previously but did look to be two years old. Finally, what is probably my currently oldest known
owl was encountered nesting near Boulmer in June. She had been pushed out of her usual site by some noisy
Kestrels but found another box a short distance away where she raised four young. Her ring number tells us
she was ringed near Lesbury in 2011; hence she is now ten years old! I will report properly on this years Barn
Owl monitoring next month, when I have got all the computerised data off to the BTO.
The weather relented enough for us to be able to ring at Howick on the 3rd September and it proved to be quite
a busy morning with 64 birds captured (44 new and 20 retraps). It was very much a day for Blackcaps with 17
being ringed (see picture of a young female); every single one was a juvenile in the process of feeding up on
berries prior to their first migration south to the Mediterranean and North Africa. There was also a single adult
Willow Warbler (a bit of a rarity this year) which at a glance did look very much like the five Chiffchaffs we also
captured. We were next able to ring on the 10th when we captured 39 birds (26 new and 13 retraps). Two of
the retraps had originally been ringed back in 2017; a noisy adult Great Spotted Woodpecker and a Blue Tit.
The new birds included two Mistle Thrush which were probably local birds rather than early incoming migrants;
simply on the search for berries in the Arboretum. There were also a few Blackcaps (the others probably having
migrated further south) and a Chiffchaff. An obvious pair of adult Nuthatch were also captured (see picture).
The female had a short wing of 83mm, while the males was 88mm; and rather easier to see - the undertail
coverts of the male were russet while those of the female were much paler (see second picture).
Back again on the 11th we captured 37 birds (28 new and 9 retraps) and we felt ‘incoming-migration’ had really
started with the capture of 5 Song Thrush and 2 Mistle at the same time; all with few or no fat reserves. There
were also 4 Blackcap, 3 Chiffchaff and a Whitethroat; all probably having come from further north and having
paused their migrations long enough to feed up on local berries and insects. We finished early as the wind got
stronger. We did an extra session on the 16th as a Ringing Demonstration for Newcastle University Biology
Students and captured 52 birds (41 new and 11 retraps). Almost the first out of a net was a young Magpie
(adults are usually too clever to be captured) followed by three Mistle Thrushes (probably locals). There was
also a new influx of Blackcaps (8) and Chiffchaffs (3) along with the expected assortment of local tits and finches.
The 17th was a quieter session with only 28 birds captured (15 new and 13 retraps). These included 3 new
Blackcaps and 2 new Chiffchaffs; most attractive was probably the adult (ringed in 2019) Long Tailed Tit (see
photo).
The 18th started damp and overcast and eventually turned humid; we captured 47 birds (23 new and 24 retraps)
and a Raven called in the mist above the Cricket-field while we were still setting-up. There were a lot of migrating
Chiffchaffs around the site, and we captured 8 of them; including two female adults both moulting and still
feathering over their brood-patches from raising late broods. The 25th was another busy session with 45 birds
captured (38 new and 7 retraps) and two potential trainees ringing their first birds. We captured four Blackbirds
(and three Song Thrush) with no fat reserves; which were very likely in-coming migrants (three of them had
very dark bills which also tends to indicate a continental origin). There were also 8 new Chaffinches, an
unusually high number; so probably also in-comers. Finally, there was a rare adult Goldcrest (unusual as most
goldcrest seem to be juvenile) and a single Chiffchaff.
There were no Blackcaps on the site but later in the afternoon Alison and I observed eight feeding on Cornus
sanguinea (Dogwood) berries in a tree near the church; they were accompanied by a single (local) Robin that
seemed determined to eat as many berries as possible before these interlopers scoffed the lot
Back on the 15th of the month my newest C Ringer had also done some ringing near Longhorsley and recaptured
some of my favourite birds. We had seen both of these actual individuals before, in the late winter. These were
an adult Willow Tit (the bottom bird in the picture attached) and an adult Marsh Tit (top in the picture). Some
birders will insist they can always tell them apart at a glance – but unless you hear them sing or have them in
the hand it is very difficult (see photo.). At the same session we also captured a ‘funny-looking’ bird that defied

immediate identification; this was in fact a juvenile Yellowhammer (or yellow-bunting as we should more
correctly call them) (see photo.). This will undoubtedly soon join up with others of its kind to form a winter
flock.
When we get to November ringing will by necessity quieten down due mostly to the vagaries of the weather
but we will be making, repairing; and putting up new bird boxes for a variety of species including owls. Ideas
for good sites are always welcome as are donations (have you seen the cost of wood now? – don’t believe
anyone who tells you inflation is not going up!).
Best Regards
Phil Hanmer S Ringer/Trainer; Natural History Society of Northumbria Ringing Group (Hancock Museum). E-mail:

tytoalbas@btinternet.com

Long Tailed Tit

Female Blackcap

Pair of Nuthatches

Nuthatches undersides

Marsh tit top of picture and Willow tit bottom of picture

Juvenile Yellowhammer

There are 3 more pictures at the end of Nature News.

NATURE NEWS – SEPTEMBER
September was once again dry with little precipitation. The winds were from a variety of direction but of little
strength apart from several days towards the end of the month. Some days were particularly warm for the time
of year. We started to see typical autumn weather in the first week of October. Tuesday 6 th October was
especially wet with rain gauges in the Till Valley recording between 2 and 3 inches of rain in 24 hours. Rivers
went up very quickly and returned to seasonal levels within 12 hours.
The lack of easterlies / north easterlies produced very few winter thrushes in September. The first three
Redwings of the autumn were in the College Valley on 8th October. Pink-footed geese also to be appeared very
late. There were few sightings until the last week of the September as the winds moved around to the north
and north west. It was a similar case for Barnacle geese as they did not appear until late in the first full week
of October.
The last Swallows left Glanton in the first week of October. House martins had left by the middle of September
and this seemed early to me. Chiffchaffs and the odd Blackcap can still be found on the edge of woodland or
scrub by the end of the month. A eclipse drake Garganey was a good find at Hedgeley gravel pits on the 5th
October. This bird accompanied a female Pintail for a few days before departing. Pochard and Shoveler have
both turned up at the site at during the last week of September.

Figure 1: Male eclipse Garganey

Figure 2: Female Pintail

The numbers of butterflies and other insects have dwindled as night-time temperature have dipped below 5oC.
There were still small numbers of Red admirals, Peacocks, Green-veined whites and Speckled woods on the
wing at the end of the moth.
As the number of flowering plants have dwindled, the numbers of fungi in old grassland or woodland have
increased especially after heavy dew or rain. This is especially the case with a number of the Waxcaps especially
in the hills.
The office species list has moved significantly with a number of fungi and their allies being added. It is coming
up to a year since we moved in and the list now stands at 441 species: Birds 75, Mammals 13, Amphibians 1,
Invertebrates 92, Plants 210, Bryophytes 28 and Fungi 22.
Some of the interesting species found have included the slime mould Fuligo septica (on pine needles – see
figure 4), Rusty-gall polypore and the Enveloping crust Sebacina incrustaus. Common species that have not
been recorded are turning up all of the time. These include the Hawthorn shield bug and the Common sexton
beetle – both were new to the list. A flock of 38 Barnacle geese moving west to the Solway was a further
addition to the list. Despite trying to increase the list every day when I am in the office, it is often the regularly
species that give the most enjoyment. These include Brown hares and Red squirrels feeding in the woodlands.

Figure 3: Stags-horn fungus

Figure 4: Fuligo septica (slime mould)

Flocks of mixed tits accompanied by Treecreepers, Goldcrests and Chiffchaffs. I am hoping that I can top 475
species by the end of the year. Bryophytes, fungi and Lichens will be the main focus but there are bound to be
a few surprises.
Autumn is always a great time of year for watching wildlife.
Happy searching.
Jack Daw.

Wheatear

Robin eating ivy berries.

SIGHTINGS SEPTEMBER 2021
BIRDS
Red-throated Diver
Great-northern Diver
Great-crested Grebe
Little Grebe
Manx Shearwater
Sooty Shearwater
Storm Petrel
Spoonbill
Brent Goose
Greylag Goose
Pink-footed Goose
Scaup/Tufted Duck Hybrid
Shoveler
Pintail
Pochard
Common Scoter
Merlin
Grey Partridge
Snipe
Ruff
Little Stint
Pacific Golden Plover
Dunlin
Sanderling
Bar-tailed Godwit
Black-tailed Godwit
Curlew
Green Sandpiper
Wood Sandpiper
Greenshank
Spotted Redshank
Pomarine Skua
Arctic Skua
Great Skua
Long-tailed Skua
Lesser Black-backed Gull
Little Gull
Mediterranean Gull
Sandwich Tern
Arctic Tern
Roseate Tern
Little Tern
Cuckoo
Long-eared Owl
Kingfisher
Yellow Wagtail
Grey Wagtail

1 past Cullernose on 1st and 2nd 2 at Fenham Flats on 12th 2 past
Boulmer on 26th
1 past Cullernose on 1st
4 at Branton Ponds on 15th and 5 on 16th
14 at Hedgeley Lakes on 7th
15 past Cullernose on 1st and 14 on 2nd
11 past Cullernose on 1st and 18 on 2nd
1 at Cullernose on 2nd
1 at Budle Bay on 12th 1 at Cresswell Pond on 15th
5 past Cullernose on 1st
700+ at Branton Ponds on 28th
2 at Fenham Flats on 12th 70+ over Branton on 23rd 5 at Branton
Ponds on 28th
1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 12th
7 at Boulmer on 19th
1 at Branton Ponds on 18th 6 at Boulmer on 19th
3 at Branton Ponds on 5th and 1 on 11th
9 past Cullernose on 2nd 40 past Boulmer on 19th
1 at Holy Island on 5th
21 at Boulmer on 26th
7 at Hedgeley Lakes on 13th
1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 7th 2 at Budle Bay on 12th
3 at Fenham Flats on 12th
1 at Holy Island on 19th
1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 13th 300+ at Boulmer on 19th
20+ at Boulmer on 19th
14+ at Boulmer on 19th and 28 on 26th
4 at Budle Bay on 12th
7 at Hedgeley Lakes on 13th
3 at Hedgeley Lakes on 7th and 1 on 13th
1 at Hedgeley Lakes on 7th
4 at Cresswell Pond on 15th
1 at Monks House Pool on 9th 2 at Cresswell Pond on 15th
1 at Cullernose on 1st and 1 on 2nd
3 at Cullernose on 2nd 1 at Boulmer on 19th
6 at Cullernose on 1st and 6 on 2nd
1 at Boulmer on 19th
180+ at Branton Ponds on 14th and 165 on 21st
2 past Cullernose on 2nd
1 at Boulmer on 26th
6 at Fenham Flats on 12th
43 at Fenham Flats on 12th
1 at Cullernose on 2nd
5 at Fenham Flats on 12th
1 at Holy Island on 5th
1 at Holy Island on 5th
1 near Hedgeley Lakes on 11th
5 at Boulmer on 19th
3 at Boulmer on 26th

Wheatear
Stonechat
Willow Tit
Marsh Tit
Raven
INVERTEBRATES
Southern Hawker
Small Copper
Common Blue
Red Admiral
Peacock
Small Tortoiseshell
Red-green Carpet
Streak
Blairs-shoulder Knot
Black Rustic
Vapourer
Lunar Underwing
Merveille du Jour
Green-brindled Crescent
Canary-shouldered Thorn
Yellow-line Quaker
Red-line Quaker
Orange Sallow
Copper Underwing
Svensson’s Copper
Underwing
REPTILES
Adder
Slow Worm
MAMMALS
Grey Squirrel
OBSERVERS

5 at Holy Island on 5th 8+ at Boulmer on 26th
1 in Branton on 28th
2 at Branton Ponds on 5th 1 at Hauxley on 14th
1 at Branton Ponds on 25th
1 near Reaveley on 16th and 3 on 23rd 2 at Holy Island on 19th
1 at Branton Ponds on 5th 1 in Felton garden on 17th
1 at Branton Ponds on 5th
1 at Holy Island on 5th
8+ in Branton on 5th
6+ in Branton on 5th
6+ in Branton on 5th
6 at Branton on 24th
3 at Branton on 25th
1 at Branton on 25th
1 at Branton on 7th
1 at Branton on 7th
1 at Branton on 24th and 2 on 25th
1 at Branton on 7th and again on 9th
4 at Branton on 25th
1 at Branton on 8th
2 at Branton on 24th
2 at Branton on 24th
1 at Branton on 8th
2 at Branton on 14th
1 at Branton on 8th

1 at Branton Ponds on 5th
1 at Brandon Ford on 16th
2 at Branton Ponds on 25th
T Cadwallender, I&K Davison, G Dodds, M Eaton, A Hall,
A Keeble, M McMahon, J Rutter, S Sexton.

2021/22 WINTER WALKS
We have organised some walks for the period November 2021 to March 2022. We’ve tried to have some
on Saturdays and some on Sundays. All details are included in each walk description. If the weather
looks bad and you want to check if a walk is going ahead, please work on the assumption that things have
to be pretty awful for us to cancel, but if necessary ring Richard on 01665 578346 before 8.30 on the day.
If you have an idea for something extra we could add do get in touch on the number above or by email to
rjpoppleton@outlook.com.
SATURDAY 20th November

Walkworth Dunes and The Gut

George Dodds

Meet at 10.30 am in the main (free) car park – the one with the toilets (off the small road up to the golf
course). A 1 ½ - 2 hr walk along the edge of the saltmarsh and back via the beach. Mostly flat but one
short steep hill back to the car park.
Birds, some late autumn plants and who knows what else. Sturdy boots or wellingtons are advisable.
Binoculars would be good.
Car park is at Grid Ref NU 2544 0635 OS Landranger 81 or Explorer 325.
SUNDAY 5th December

Branton Ponds

Ian & Keith Davison

Meet at Branton Ponds Car Park at 10.00 am (n.b. half an hour earlier than the other walks) for a walk of up to 2
hours looking at winter wildlife. The path is flat but can be quite muddy in places, so strong footwear advisable.
Often lots of wildfowl on the ponds, so binoculars will be useful.
Car Park is at Grid Ref NU 049 165 OS Landranger 81 or Explorer 332
SUNDAY 2nd January

New Year Plant Hunt in & around Alnwick

Richard Poppleton

Meet by the entrance to the car park behind Alnwick Playhouse on Greenwell Road at 10.30 am. We shall
meander for 2 - 2½ hours along to The Peth and the Lion Bridge; back into the town via Walkergate and then
wherever the likeliest possibilities are for plants in flower along the cobbles and up around Green Batt and
Prudhoe Street areas and the various lanes that link them. The speed of our meandering is likely to depend on
how cold and wet it is.
Meeting point at Grid Ref NU 1891 1327 OS Landranger 81 or Explorer 332

Sunday February 13th

Around Alnmouth

Mick McMahon

Meet at the car park adjacent to Hipsburn Primary School and sports fields at 10.30 am. Walk length
approximately 3 miles: an anti-clockwise tour of the estuary and seashore returning via the river bank: up
to 3 hours duration. Some metalled road but principally public footpaths and sandy beach.
Walking shoes/boots should suffice and binoculars highly recommended
Car Park is at Grid Ref NU 238 110 OS Landranger 81 or Explorer 332
Saturday 26th March Berwick walls and Little Beach

George Dodds

Meet at 10:30 am by the entrance to the Castlegate car park, Berwick upon Tweed (under the arch on the
right hand side as you go NW out of the town – next to the BMS store). The Long-Stay section is free all
day – the Short Stay part is free for 2 hours.
The walk will be 1 ½ to 2 hours long. It will mainly be on hard surfaces with a short section on grass
along the cliffs. There are several short sharp inclines. If the weather is suitable we will walk along the
pier looking for seabirds, divers and possibly grebes.
Car Park is at Grid Ref NT 9968 5309 OS Landranger 75 or Explorer 346

STARGAZING EVENT JUPITER AND SATURN

DENISE METCALFE

Embleton Quarry Committee are pleased to announce their first stargazing event.
We are absolutely delighted that Dr Adrian Jannetta from Newcastle University and Northumberland
Astronomical Society will be giving a talk at Creighton Hall on November 6th at 6.30pm. This event is free.
Members of the society will be bringing their own telescopes and we will all have the opportunity to observe
the planets Jupiter and Saturn. To see the coloured bands on Jupiter and Saturn's spectacular rings is an
unforgettable experience.
A few facts about the planets Jupiter and Saturn
ｷ
Jupiter and Saturn are the largest planets in our solar system. Jupiter is so large that 11 Earths
would fit across its equator.
ｷ
Both are gas giants made up of hydrogen and helium. Jupiter has the largest ocean in the solar
system, but it is an ocean of liquid hydrogen, not water.
ｷ
Jupiter' s stripes are clouds of ammonia and its giant red spot is a storm that has raged for
hundreds of years.
ｷ
Saturn's rings are made up of small chunks of ice and rocks from shattered moons torn apart by
Saturn's gravity and although only 10 meters thick are visible from Earth.
ｷ

Both planets have many moons, Jupiter 79 and Saturn 82.

ｷ
Io, one of Jupiter's largest moons has hundreds of volcanos on its surface, many erupting lava
fountains, tens of miles high which are even visible from Earth through the largest telescopes.
ｷ
Titan, one of Saturn's moons, and much larger than our own moon, is the only place in the solar
system apart from Earth, known to have liquid rivers, lakes and seas. The seas are hundreds of miles
wide, however, they are not filled with water but with liquid methane and ethane.
ｷ
Europa, another of Jupiter's largest moons is one of the likeliest places to find life elsewhere in
our solar system. There is a vast ocean of salty water beneath its icy crust where life could possibly be
supported. This ocean is thought to contain twice as much water as all Earth's oceans combined.
We are lucky to have such dark skies in Embleton and the quarry has been granted Dark Sky Site status. We
are looking forward to this event and to having many more stargazing events.

AWG SPEAKER PROGRAMME FOR 2021/22

2021
27 Oct

SPEAKER
Michael Drage (AWG)

TOPIC
Madagascar – Paradise Lost

24 Nov

Dr Gordon Port

15 Dec

Keith & Oliver Wharf

Everything you wanted to know about Slugs &
Snails, but were afraid to ask
Northumberland’s dark skies astronomy. (Plus
Christmas quiz and nibbles)

2022
26 Jan

Tom Cadwallender (AWG)

Paddington gets the Bird – Birding darkest Peru

23 Feb

Graham Sorrie

Morpeth Swift Conservation

30 Mar

Liz Clark

27 Apr

Philip Hanmer (AWG)

25 May

Dr Vivien Kent (The Otter
Network)

Small, spiky and seriously endangered – the world
of the Northumbrian Hedgehog Rescue Trust
The butterflies and natural history of the Cirque
du Gavarnie, French Pyrenees
Making Otters Count – the use of citizen science
to monitor otter populations

ALNWICK WILDLIFE GROUP ACCOUNTS FOR 2020
NOTES
1. This financial total is considerably lower than at the end of 2019 (£688) because, due to Covid, the decision was
reached by the committee to defer the subscriptions that would normally have been due in January 2021 for nine
months. So all those members who would normally have paid their 2021 subs before the end of 2020 clearly have
not needed to do so.
By the end of 2020 the membership total was 132, two higher than at the previous year’s end. The subscription
sums have remained unchanged at £10 (single) or £17.50 (two or more at the same address) but with these sums
reduced to £6 and £10 respectively for existing members by way of our thanks for the loyalty of our membership.
The subscription year will now remain as 1st September to 31 st August each year.
2. With no meetings having taken place since February 2020, this total is low and represents only visitor payments for
the first two meetings of 2020.
3. Due to the pandemic it was decided not to ask Mannings of Alnwick to make their usual annual £50 donation to
AWG, but to say to the owner that it was hoped, once the crisis is over, that the business would be willing to resume
the annual support donations. The owner agreed that this would be so.
4. The summer bird surveys could not take place due to Covid restrictions, so we received only one donation payment
from Northumberland Estates which related to the winter 2019/20 surveys which were all completed before the
pandemic restrictions came into force.
5. Our insurers gave a three-month extension to the year’s policy, so the £113 we would normally have paid in
advance of the renewal date of 1st January 2021 did not have to be paid in 2020.
6. An invoice for £98 was paid in December 2020 for renewal of our domain name, but the cheque was not presented
until January 2021, so does not show in these accounts.
7. This sum consists of the balance of money owing to St James’s for the 2019/20 season of room hire, plus a deposit
for the 2020/21 season, which has not taken place. In the early spring of 2021 the committee decided to make a
donation of £100 to St James’s in recognition of the quality of the venue they provide. This sum will show in the
2021 accounts.
8. This sum is high, largely because of a decision to spend £195 in November 2020 on postage stamps in advance of
the announced increase in postal charges. The pandemic has not, of course, decreased our monthly newsletter
costs for printing and postage, and in fact the printing costs have increased somewhat due to a rise in the costs of
ink and a general increase in the number of pages in each issue.
9. This high figure is due to the fact that our previously published intent to give donations to a number of local
organisations resulted in the issue of a number of cheques in December 2019, some of which were not presented
until January 2020. A total of £1450 was donated but only £800 had been presented in 2019, leaving the remaining
£650 to appear in this year’s accounts. A further £200 donation was made in September 2020 to Philip Hanmer’s
Little Owl bird boxes initiative in our area.
10. The end-of-year balance of £2,762 is still a healthy sum for an organisation of our size and type.
Richard Poppleton
April 2021

